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PHOTO Lianne FinnieThe open spaces in our rural environment help us feel relatively protected from the coronavirus, but we must still be cautious.

COVID-19 :
et si vous en profitiez 

pour repenser votre entreprise?
Informations et conseils à l’intérieur.

COVID-19
affords you an opportunity  

to rethink your business
Information and advice inside.

Don’t let down your guard, doctors warn

The impact of public health 
measures restricting activities 
during the COVID-19 pandemic 
can now be felt across the Valley 
as we approach a seventh week 
since schools were closed and we 
were collectively introduced to the 
term ‘self-quarantine.’ With the 
sun starting to warm the spring air, 
the temptation might be to think 
we are relatively safe in our rural 
municipalities and break out of self-
imposed isolation just a bit. This, 
however, would be a grave mistake, 
say the doctors working at our local 
medical centres and the designated 
evaluation clinic (DEC) at the 
Recreation Centre in Ormstown. 
Rather, the time to worry is now. 

“We are seeing more cases in the 
community and in the elderly [in the 
municipalities] around us,” says Dr. 

Catherine Bélanger, the COVID-19 
coordinator for the Haut-Saint-
Laurent local health network 
(LHN). “We can’t say that we are 
protected in our countryside,” she 
says. “Right now is the time to stay 
home.” 

The evaluation clinic at the 
Recreation Centre has so far only 
seen a small number of patients. 
This is primarily explained by two 
factors, Bélanger says. The first is 
that “COVID has not hit yet. But 
I think it’s coming.” The second 
stems from the fact doctors have so 
far been able to treat potential cases 
through the medical centres. “We 
are doing as much as we can by 
telephone,” she notes, suggesting 
that for most patients a consult over 
the phone is enough to determine 
whether someone needs to be seen 
in person at the DEC or tested for the 
virus. And, right now, anyone is able 
to call the Huntingdon or Ormstown 

Medical Centres, whether they have 
a family doctor or not.

“The virus is at our door”

Due to a change to the 
government’s protocol for virus 
testing based on priority, “lots 
of patients are not being tested,” 
Bélanger says, adding that the 
medical community is relying 
instead on ‘soft signs’ to understand 
how the virus is progressing 
throughout the region and province. 
For example, the number of 
hospitalizations in the region 
continues to increase. Another 
sign is the fact that outbreaks have 

occurred in seniors’ residences 
in Chateauguay, Beauharnois, 
Vaudreuil and Salaberry-de-
Valleyfield. A third soft sign is an 
increase in the number of people 
coming to the emergency room 
at the Barrie Memorial Hospital 
with symptoms compatible with 
COVID-19. “The virus is at our 
door. I think it’s here, or it’s coming 
within the next week,” Bélanger 
warns.

Sarah Rennie

see COVID-19 
page 3



The coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 
causes a respiratory infection that

can involve the following symptoms:

Fever Cough Trouble
Breathing

Cough into
your sleeves

Wash
your hands

Throw your
used tissues

into the trash

Stay
at home

Keep your
distance

Protecting yourself
saves lives.

Québec.ca/coronavirus

 1 877 644-4545
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This and That in Town

Takeout 
menu 

available as 
of May 1 st!

450-829-2028 Taverne de la Ferme
tavernedelaferme

www.tavernedelaferme.ca

Passing on the Valley’s fiddle 
traditions

Are you bored and at home with 
a fiddle in the house just yearning 
to be played? If so, you’re in 
luck. Brysonville Revisited and 
the Quebec Anglophone Heritage 
Network (QAHN) will be holding a 
free online beginner fiddle workshop 
with renowned fiddler Laura Risk on 
Saturday, April 25, from 2 to 4 pm. 

The goal is to help inspire the next 
generation of Valley fiddlers, as this 
music makes up such a vital part of 
this region’s cultural heritage. The 
workshop is part of QAHN’s “A 
Different Tune” project, a province-
wide initiative to explore, document, 
and strengthen the musical heritage 
in Quebec’s English-speaking 
communities. It is especially for 
beginners who have at least some 

experience with the instrument. For 
example, if you know how to properly 
hold the instrument and can play a 
few easy melodies, this is for you. 

Fiddler Laura Risk holds a PhD 
in musicology and teaches at the 
University of Toronto. She has 
been immersed in the fiddle music 
of Quebec and Scotland and has 
performed and taught at festivals and 
music camps all over North America 
and in Europe and Australia. During 
a mid-workshop break, local fiddler 
and pianist duo John Wilson and 
Connie McClintock will join to share 
some tunes played at old-time barn 
dances. 

The workshop will take place on 
the Zoom video conference platform. 
Participants will be given instructions 
on how to connect to the online lesson. 
Registration is limited to a maximum 

of eight students. To register, contact 
Bruce Barr at 905-984-1316 or Glenn 
Patterson at info@adifferenttune.
blog. 
Open fires near forests strictly 
forbidden

The Ministry of Forests, Wildlife 
and Parks issued a statement on April 
16 banning open fires in or near forests 
in order to preserve the operational 
capacity of the Société de protection 
des forêts contre le feu (SOPFEU) as 
well as municipal fire departments 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
territories of the MRCs of Jardins-de-
Napierville, the Haut-Saint-Laurent 
and Beauharnois-Salaberry are all 

included in the ban. Anyone who 
contravenes this order prohibiting 
open fires in or near forests is liable to 
a fine of between $500 and $50,000. 
School registration

Even though the schools in the New 
Frontiers School Board are closed, 
they are still open for registrations. 
If you have not yet registered your 
children for next year, or if you have a 
child eligible for either the 4-year-old 
or 5-year-old kindergarten, contact 
your school by phone or email. (Do 
not go to the school as the buildings 
are all closed.) Contact information 
for all of the schools can be found on 
the NFSB website: nfsb.qc.ca

“This is probably the most critical 
time to be staying home,” says Dr. 
Justin Wight. “The fire is burning 
all around us,” he adds, while noting 
that anytime people travel outside the 
immediate area, they risk bringing 
the virus back with them, as it is now 
spreading in the community. “We 
should be staying as close to home 
as possible,” he says, suggesting it 
is important to be limiting our trips 
by planning outings so that all can be 
done in one trip. 

Medical services still available

The way in which Valley residents 
are able to access medical care has 
changed as a result of the pandemic. 
In an effort to make this change as 
easy to understand as possible, the 
doctors have produced a graphic that 
clearly explains what to do when you 
think you need medical help, whether 
it has to do with symptoms of the 
virus or general health issues. “It is all 
about prevention,” Wight says of the 

graphic now widely circulating. “It 
is about knowing who to call if you 
are concerned about your health,” he 
adds, suggesting he understand that 
people might be hesitant right now 
about seeking medical help. 

“If you have an emergency, you 
need to go to the hospital,” Wight 
says, noting there is no reason to fear 
the hospital. “Patients with a medical 
condition, should seek care,” he 
adds. Anyone who is not comfortable 
going straight to the hospital at this 
time should not hesitate to call the 
medical centres and speak with a 
doctor over the phone. They will 
decide whether you need to be seen 
in person, and where you should 
go. “Despite COVID, medical 
emergencies still happen. You can’t 
be scared of going to the hospital,” 
says Wight. “And, you can call us,” 
adds Bélanger, repeating once again 
that medical care is still available and 
is just as efficient in the Valley. 

COVID-19 from
page 1

CHART courtesy of  

Dr. Catherine Bélanger

See The Gleaner’s website for daily updates on COVID-19:   
www.the-gleaner.com (No subscription required)
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CLAIRE ISABELLE
M.N.A. FOR HUNTINGDON
PRESIDENT OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON LABOUR AND THE ECONOMY

THANK YOU to all those who are working 

together and working hard to help us to come 

out on top of this exceptional situation – 

MANY THANKS for your devotion.

THANK YOU to all the volunteers!

UNITED AGAINST 
THE CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19):

PROTECT YOURSELF
AND PROTECT OTHERS

Residential construction 

starts back up again

In a bid to ensure the province 
does all it can to stave off a housing 
crisis, residential construction 
was declared an essential service 
and work was able to resume on 
April 20, but only on contracts for 
jobs to be completed by the end 
of July. It’s a critical distinction, 
says Richard Myre, who own a 
construction company in Saint-
Anicet. One that means that 
while some construction workers 
are able to go back, his company 
is still sitting idle. 

“They want to get the wheel 
going with the most important 
jobs at first,” says Myre, and with 
the supply chain having to ramp 
up after a month-long stall due 
to public health measures, “it’s a 
mega big wheel.” And although 
spring is usually a busy time for 
construction companies, “this 
year is going to be a very slow 
year,” he notes, suggesting that 
“customers are going to have to 
be patient.” 

So far, Myre has already seen 
some bigger commercial jobs be 
pushed to next year. “The time 
we’re losing now, we’re not 
going to be able to make it up,” 

he says, noting that while jobs are 
not lost, start dates will certainly 
reflect the situation. He is hopeful 
that the Quebec government will 
allow the remaining construction 
companies to return to work soon, 
after seeing how smoothly it goes 
with this first wave. 

“We’re going to have to adjust to 
the situation,” Myre admits, as like 
most other sectors, construction 
will be forced to adopt new social 
distancing policies and a handful 
of regulations around hand-
washing stations, tool sharing 
and ensuring that workers are 
not sick. “It’s not always easy to 
be two metres away from each 
other,” he says of his team, noting 
they will also have to change how 
they organize work to ensure each 
person has their own defined job 
and associated tool. 

To keep busy, Myre has been 
doing work around the home, but 
he is looking forward to getting 
his season underway. One thing 
he says he has started to think 
about during this crisis is where 
the materials he uses on his sites 
are coming from. “I’m going to 
be more aware of what I buy,” 
he says, suggesting it’s important 
now to start thinking about buying 
and supporting as local as possible.

Sarah Rennie

Schools still in limbo over eventual return

“We are trying to stay a step 
ahead of the government,” says 
Rob Buttars, director general of 
the New Frontiers School Board, 
noting that the board, principals 
and teachers are doing their best to 
reach out to families and students 
to ensure all are coping well. “It’s 
hard,” he admits, given that he 
knows how much the staff and 
teachers are starting to miss their 
students and colleagues. Many 
teachers continue to go above and 
beyond in communicating with 
their students through a variety 
of means, from emails and letters 
to teleconferences, along with 
sending out Education Ministry-
approved activity packages and 
challenges each week. 

Premier François Legault’s rather 
off-the-cuff suggestion on April 10 
that schools might return before 
May 4 added another layer of 
uncertainty to an already difficult 
situation. A petition demanding 
the school year be cancelled began 
circulating soon after Legault’s 
comments (it now has over 
240,000 signatures), and parents 
turned to social media in an uproar 
suggesting the premier was placing 
the economy over the safety of 
children and teachers. Legault 

spent days since then walking 
back his comments and reassuring 
parents and all those working in 
the education sector that schools 
will only be opened when it is safe 
for students to return, and that the 
decision will be based on health 
and not the economy. 

“At some point they are going 
to have to make a decision,” says 
Buttars, who insists there has been 
absolutely no indication from the 
government so far about when the 
schools may be reopened, “but 
we are hoping to hear something 
soon.” In the meantime, parents 
who need to access the schools 
to collect essential items will 
likely be allowed entry into the 
buildings under strict measures as 
of sometime this week. 

“The big thing now is to get 
help for the health care sector,” 
he says, suggesting a move by 
the government created a lot of 
concern when the possibility was 
floated that teachers in health 
care-oriented programs would be 
mandated to serve in the field as 
the situation in private seniors’ 
residences and CHSLDs continued 
to worsen across the province. 
“It was confusing,” says Buttars, 
noting that the CISSSMO had 
already reached out to a number of 
the board’s teachers and most were 
already working in the system. 
“It created a lot of anxiety,” 
says Buttars, who admits he was 
concerned about the government’s 
tone in requesting help. 

The government instead 
extended an invitation to teachers 
and some students within the NFSB 
last week. In a letter addressed to 
students, Education Minister Jean-
François Roberge assured students 
with an interest in helping with 
the fight against the virus that they 
would be able to work as orderlies. 
Any income generated would 

not be held against the students’ 
eligibility for financial aid during 
the following school year. Students 
with no more than the equivalent 
of one full-time session left before 
graduation would be eligible to 
fast-track their careers, under 
certain conditions. 

The NFSB is especially pleased 
with the way all teachers and staff 

have been able to adapt and find 
innovative and creative ways of 
maintaining contact with students 
and the community. And, says 
Buttars, when the government 
does decide to reopen the schools, 
whether it is in a week or next 
September, the NFSB will be ready 
to warmly welcome the community 
back into its buildings. 

Sarah Rennie

Artist John Ryan
Paintings, sketches – Commissions accepted

3340 Ridge Road, Godmanchester 

450 264 2231

Facebook “Artist John Ryan”

www.johnryan.ca

COVID-19
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Opinions

From the Gleaner archives

Even from a distance, 

we stand together
It is hard to think about much 

other than the COVID-19 crisis, 
and all those who have been so 
devastatingly affected, either through 
the disappearance of an income and 
livelihood or the loss of a loved one, 
without the possibility of reaching 
out for one another in this time of 
social distancing. It was especially 
hard this past week as we were 
forced to look inward as a society 
in the face of horrifying revelations 
about conditions in some seniors’ 
residences and the chronic staff 
shortages and wage disparities that 
precipitated this heightened crisis 
as the virus continues to ravage our 
elderly population. 

So much of the messaging from 
our provincial government through 
this pandemic has been trying to 
ignite a sense of calling and duty. It 
has also involved the steady beating 
of the fiercely proud Québécois 
drum to first save our vulnerable 
and now to protect our food security, 
to support our businesses and to 
return to our way of life. Doctors 
and nurses took heed of this call 
as large numbers took up positions 
well below their paygrade in our 
seniors’ residences. The government 
has now incentivized farming to 

encourage those with spare time and 
little income to find in themselves 
their agricultural heritage. We 
are seeing our politicians (most, 
anyway) defending health and safety 
over the economy. I, for one, and 
perhaps very naively, believe we 
may be witnessing a global shift 
away from unfettered growth, greed 
and consumption to embrace our 
humanity. 

This week also marks Earth Day. 
And as the images of cleaner skies, 
clearer waters and wild animals 
reclaiming territory in our cities keep 
flashing in social media feeds, we are 
reminded of our planet’s well-being 
and of our devastating impact on it. 
Let’s hope that as we slowly emerge 
from this period of quarantine that 
we are able to answer another call, 
one that involves putting in place 
a new breed of health and safety 
measures aimed at protecting our 
planet. COVID-19 has brought us to 
our knees together as a people, and 
hopefully we will come out of this 
having learned that when we stand 
together, even from a well-marked 
distance of two metres, we can create 
positive change. 

Sarah Rennie

150 years ago

April 29, 1870
EVENTS OF THE WEEK

The Fenian excitement during the 
past week has generally subsided. 
On Friday the troops, held as 
reserves, at Montreal and Quebec 
were disbanded, the officers in 
command thanking the men for their 
alacrity in turning out. The force 
along the frontier was, at the same 
time, materially reduced by all the 
Volunteers from a distance being 
withdrawn, so that only the three 
battalions, 50th, 51st, and 52d, were 
left, together with Capt. Muir’s 
troop. In Upper Canada there are 
now no volunteers under arms. The 
gunboats, however, are active; one 
of them cruising steadily on the St. 

Lawrence from Cornwall upwards. 

In this village and at Hemmingford, 
there is no change in the disposition 
of the force. The roads continue to 
be closely guarded, and the men 
held in readiness. On Thursday 
forenoon, 21st, the Beauharnois 
company, Captain Brunnetic, 
arrived here, after a tiresome 
journey over execrable roads. They 
numbered over 40. Next day, on 
parade, they made a most favorable 
impression by the tidiness of their 
appearance, and the alertness with 
which they went through their drill. 
To their surprise, and to the surprise 
of everybody else, they were 
dismissed at its conclusion, orders 
having arrived from headquarters 
to that effect. Early next morning, 

Saturday, they left in waggons, by 
way of Valleyfield. The Battalion 
turned out in force to bid them 
good-bye, and very general regret 
was felt at their being taken away so 
soon. It surely speaks of blundering 
somewhere, to order a company to 
a point which involved a journey 
of 30 miles over roads of the worst 
description, only to take them back 
after reaching it. 

120 years ago

April 26, 1900
DUNDEE

We sometimes complain of bad roads 
here, but after travelling over the roads 
between Beauharnois and Ste Martine, 
which I was under the necessity of 
doing on Saturday, I, as one, will not 
complain. From appearance the Ste 
Martine road was in good condition to 
what it had been earlier in the season. 

Not so much spring work has been 
done in this vicinity as yet. The grass 
has made a start, and is giving that 
pleasant color to the face of nature 
which we are enjoined to wear by no 
less authority than the Queen. 

Eggs are plentiful now, and selling 
at 10c per dozen. Potatoes are being 
bought at the railway station for which 
25 cents per bushel is paid. 

A couple of children near St. Agnes 
are reported as having diphtheria. Quite 
a number of people are complaining of 
having grip. None are complaining of 
having too much money. 

90 years ago

April 30, 1930
Chronicled News Bits
Gin Marriages to Hold

“Gin marriages” are going to stick 
in the future so far as Judge Harry A. 
Lewis, of Chicago, is concerned. Mrs. 
Nettie Schram Flakowski came before 
him to ask that her marriage be annulled 
because she was too drunk to know 
what she was doing when the minister 
performed the ceremony making her the 
bride of Bernard Flakowski. Judge Lewis 
said to her: “I can’t abuse my conscience 
that way. If I were you I wouldn’t admit 
that I was drunk. It’s silly to get drunk. 
It’s sillier to get married while you’re 
drunk.”

60 years ago

April 27, 1960
Change To Dial Phone Service Takes 
Place Sunday At Ormstown And 
Franklin Centre

Shortly after 3 a.m. on Sunday 
(May 1), in a co-ordinated program 
that will take less than two minutes to 
complete, dial telephone service will be 
inaugurated in Ormstown and Franklin 
Centre. Coincident with these service 
improvements, new telephone numbers 
will be introduced in Ormstown and 
Franklin Centre. In Ormstown the new 
numbers will consist of the exchange 
designation 829, followed by four 
figures, and in Franklin Centre 827. All 
the new numbers are contained in the new 
Valleyfield-Beauharnois-Huntingdon 
directory now being distributed by mail. 
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HUNTINGDON

Leonidas Deli
49 rue Chateauguay

Open Monday–Saturday 

11:00 am–7:00 pm

Open Sunday 3:00 pm–7:00 pm

Full Menu, Take-Out & Delivery

Hours may vary: Call (450) 264-

2323

Café du Château
10 rue King

Open Monday–Friday 

9:00 am–2:00 pm

Full Menu, Take-Out & Curbside 

delivery in front of the Château

FB: Café du Château

Hours may vary: Call (450) 264-3017

Huntingdon Pizza
88 rue Chateauguay

Open Daily 11:00 am–7:00 pm

Full Menu, Take-Out & Delivery

Hours may vary: Call (450) 264-

4445

ORMSTOWN

Express 57
22 Lambton Street

Open Daily 11:00 am–2:00 pm, 

4:00 pm–8:00 pm

Full Menu, Take-Out & Delivery

Call (450) 829-3557

The Farmhouse Boutique
980 rang des Botreaux

Open Monday – Saturday

9:00 am – 6:00 pm

FB: La Boutique Fermière/The 

Farmhouse Boutique 

Ready-made meals, fresh bread on 

Tuesday & Saturday mornings

laboutiquefermiere@gmail.com

Gigzz Musique-Resto
31 rue Bridge

Delivery Only – Saturday Afternoon 

– Ready-made microwavable meals

FB: Gigzz Musique-Resto

(514) 217-1465

Taverne de la Ferme
24 rue Bridge

Takeout only, open Friday-Sunday 

4:00 pm–8:00 pm, starting May 1st

See Facebook for menu 

FB: Taverne de la Ferme

Call (450) 829-2028

Tim Hortons
1410 Rte 201

Open 24/7

Drive-thru Service only

SAINT-ANTOINE-ABBÉ

Le Petit Resto
3900 Route 201

Open Daily 11:00 am–8:00 pm

Full Menu, Take-Out & Delivery

Call (450) 827-2040

SAINT-CHRYSOSTOME

Quebec Pizzeria
560 Rang Notre-Dame

Open Daily 4:00 pm–9:00 pm

Full Menu, Take-Out & Delivery

Call (450) 826-0763

Bravo Pizzeria
525, Rue Notre Dame

Open Tuesday–Sunday  

4:00 pm–9:00 pm

Full Menu, Take-Out Only

Call (450) 826-4797

SAINTE-MARTINE

Pizza Palermo
250 Rue Saint-Joseph

Open Daily 11:00 am–10:00 pm

Full Menu, Take-Out & Delivery

FB: Pizza Palermo

Hours may vary: Call (450) 498-3030

 

Le Regianno
333 Rue Saint-Joseph

Open Tuesday–Sunday 

4:00 pm–8:00 pm

Full Menu, Take-Out Only

FB: Restaurant Le Reggiano

Hours may vary: Call (450) 427-

2333

HOWICK

Restaurant aux Pierro
1 rue Mill

Open Wednesday–Sunday  

4:00 pm–9:00 pm

FB: Restaurant aux pierro

Full Menu, Take-Out & Delivery

Call (450) 237-0500

SAINTE-CLOTILDE

Pataterie DC
341 Montée Hope

Open Daily 11:00 am–8:00 pm

Full Menu, Take-Out & Deliv-

ery (Howick, Hemmingford, 

Saint-Chrysostome, etc)

FB: Pataterie DC

Call (450) 826-0407

HEMMINGFORD

Le Café Hemmingford
475 Rue Frontière

Open daily, 9:00 am–3:00 pm

See Facebook for menu options:

FB: Le Café Hemmingford

Prepared Meals, Frozen, Take-Out 

& Delivery

For Hot meals, order in advance: 

(450) 247-0009

Tim Hortons
638 Route 219

Drive-thru service ONLY

Open Daily, 5 am–10 pm

CHATEAUGUAY VALLEY RESTAURANT GUIDE: 

WHO’S OPEN FOR TAKE-OUT?

Teachers raise funds to keep health workers’ spirits high

What started as a modest goal set 
by six teachers from Chateauguay 
Valley Regional High School — 
to raise $1,000 to help health care 
workers in the area during the 
pandemic — has swelled into an 
outpouring of community support 
that gathered about $5,000 in 
under four days.   

“We had been talking about it 
for two to three weeks, kind of 
casually,” says English teacher 
Pamela Bussey, who says a mid-
week teleconference between 
herself and colleagues Jessica 
Barrette, Lisa Evans, Roberta 
Filiatrault, Sia Georgaklis, and 
Terri Marino spurred them into 
action and the Teach, Love, 
Help GoFundMe campaign was 
launched. 

Committed to supporting 
others, both at school and in their 
community, the teachers had 
been looking for a way to help, 
especially after schools were shut 
down in mid-March. It seemed only 
natural that they would reach out 

to the health care workers taking 
care of so many in the Valley. As 
such, all the funds raised in the 
first phase of the campaign are to 
be used to provide meals, coffee, 
and snacks to those on the front 
lines during the COVID-19 crisis 
at local clinics and testing centres 
in Ormstown and Chateauguay. 

“We are all in awe at the 
community’s generosity and 
support,” says Bussey, who admits 
she has witnessed the Valley’s 
capacity for generosity in the 

past through school initiatives, 
but “it is really remarkable now 
because times are so hard.” As the 
campaign started to gain visibility 
on social media, the donations 
poured in.

“Our expectations were high, 
but they have been far exceeded,” 
says a statement uploaded to the 
campaign page by the Teach, 
Love, Help team. “We will now be 
able to support even more health 
care workers in the upcoming 
weeks,” it continues, suggesting 

supporters can like the group’s 
Facebook page for updates and 
photos. 

“I think, personally, there is 
this solidarity because we are all 
public service workers,” Bussey 
says of the group’s decision to 
support health care employees. “I 
think we don’t respect nurses and 
nursing assistants enough. Just 
seeing people working in a sister 
field, we wanted to help. We zoned 
in on health care workers because 
right now, they are in it.” 

With no plans to shut down the 
page anytime soon, the group of 
teachers will now be able to move 
slightly faster than originally 
expected to begin delivering 
snacks and meals to workers. “We 
don’t have exact plans for phase 
II, but it will involve those on the 
front line,” Bussey says.  

Those interested in supporting 
the campaign can find more 
information and instructions 
for donating online at: https://
w w w . g o f u n d m e . c o m / f /
supporting-healthcare-workers-
inchateauguayvalley.

Sarah Rennie

PHOTO Courtesy of Teach, Love, Help

CVR teachers Roberta Filiatrault, Pamela Bussey, Terri Marino, Lisa Evans, Jessica Barrette, 
and Sia Georgaklis started the Teach, Love, Help GoFundMe campaign to raise money to help 
front-line workers during the pandemic. 

COVID-19
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Helping the community with all your  
insurance needs for generations

Auto/Recreational Vehicles

Farms/Commercial

Residential

Travel

Insurance & Financial Services
1710 Chateauguay, Huntingdon 450.264.6166

1497 Rte 201, Ormstown 450.829.4266
bourgon.ca

The Gleaner is a historic community newspaper founded in 1863 
in the Chateauguay Valley of south-west Quebec. The Gleaner is 
seeking a student for the summer of 2020 to provide content for the 
pages of print and online versions appearing every two weeks. This 
journalist position will require the preparation of news, information and 
feature stories in English, along with accompanying photo and video 
complements for print and digital distribution. The candidate should 
have excellent English language skills, especially written, as well as 
being able to read and communicate in French. The position will start 
in May and end in August depending on availability and is conditional 
on The Gleaner receiving a government grant (approval pending).

For more information, visit www.the-gleaner.com. 

Please send your CV to contact@the-gleaner.com – only those 

candidates selected for an interview will be contacted

SUMMER STUDENT JOB OFFER:

Journalist for Community Media

Following a request made by the 
Quebec government, the Association 
des expositions agricoles du Québec 
(AEAQ) announced on April 10 
the cancellation of all agricultural 
exhibitions for 2020 due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
announcement may not have come 
as a surprise, but the impact was 
felt immediately across the Valley 
as the sad realization set in that this 
would be a very quiet summer. 

Shortly after the news broke the 
fairs were cancelled, the board 
members of the Livestock Breeders 
Association of the District of 
Beauharnois (LBA), the non-profit 
that runs the Desjardins Expo 
Ormstown, met to break down 
the impact of cancelling that fair 
and all other events scheduled for 
the summer at the fairgrounds. “It 
was an uplifting meeting,” says 
LBA president Mark Anderson, 
who suggests the group shifted 
right away to talking about 2021. 
“It’s always sad the Monday after 
the fair, so we’re just a couple of 
months early with that feeling,” he 
adds, noting the board is refusing to 

dwell on what could have been. 

It also helps that marquee 
sponsors, including Desjardins and 
the MAPAQ, have guaranteed their 
funding for 2020 will be continued. 
“They are a big help,” admits 
Anderson, noting these funds will 
allow the organization to keep 
going as it looks to the future. 

Similarly, the board of the 
Huntingdon Agricultural Society 
is already looking ahead to 2021, 
despite not having been able, due to 
social distancing and technological 
challenges, to have a meeting to 
officially cancel the Huntingdon 
Fair. Board secretary Lynn Ouimet 
suggests that even without the 
government decree to cancel the 
fairs, the summer was looking 
uncertain. “It’s sad, but people may 
not have the money or be ready to 
go,” she says, noting that this way 
the fair board can save the expenses 
and move on. 

For Havelock Fair, the final 
decision has not been made, as 
the board has yet to meet, but the 
feeling is that it too will be put off 
for this year. (S.R.)

All agricultural fairs 

cancelled for 2020

Arrival of foreign farm workers uncertain, at best

The relatively dry spring has seen 
farmers already on their fields in 
some parts of the Valley, however the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the ripple 
effect it is having throughout the 
sector has meant foreign agricultural 
workers coming to Quebec will be 
delayed, if they arrive at all. 

“Of  my 12 workers, there is 
currently only one on the list of 
Mexicans available to travel,” 

says Laurie-Ann Prevost, the 
owner of Rockburn Orchards in 
Hinchinbrooke. To complicate 
the matter even further, the one 
employee cleared to fly can only 
arrive in September according to 
his work visa. The two employees 
who normally arrive in May to help 
prune apple trees are not on the 
current fly list, and a new list is not 
expected to be issued by FERME 
(the organization that manages the 
recruitment of foreign agriculture 
workers in Quebec) until the first 

week of May. 

“What worries us the most is not 
being able to harvest the apples in 
the fall,” says Prevost, suggesting her 
operation would have to hire a lot of 
people to pick fruit in a short period of 
time. Pruning is also a huge concern, 
as trees left unpruned produce slightly 
greener apples. “We are hoping, if 
this continues and is generalized for 
many apple producers in Quebec, the 
quality standards for apples will be 
a little more forgiving this fall,” she 
says, noting that a greener or small 
apple is just as tasty. 

According to FERME, farmers 
are going to have to contend with 
such uncertainty this spring, as the 
likelihood that all expected foreign 
workers will be able to come is 
relatively small. “Everything is more 
complicated and more complex,” says 
an update sent by the organization 
to Quebec farmers on April 15. For 
example, workers can only fly into 
Canada on chartered flights because 
airports are currently closed to 
international commercial flights. The 
workers need to be cleared to travel by 
their home country, and their health 
needs to be monitored throughout the 
process from departure to arrival. All 
of the workers will receive protective 
equipment including thermometers 
and will be asked to wear a mask 
on board the plane. Upon arrival, 
all workers will be required to self-
quarantine for two weeks, while 
practising social distancing from one 
another. This alone will add extra 
pressure on farmers, some of whom 
will be forced to find additional 
housing for their workers, and will 
have to manage their farms without 
help for at least two weeks. 

Amy Tolhurst, of Tolhurst Farms in 
Howick, is expecting her two workers 
from Guatemala to arrive this week 
but has no guarantee their flight 
will not be delayed or rescheduled. 
She reports having spoken with the 

workers to request grocery lists to 
stock the house where both men will 
be quarantined when they arrive by 
chartered bus from the airport. “It is 
very clear too that we will have to 
monitor their health,” says Tolhurst, 
adding there is a register they will 
have to complete and sign each day. 
Another thing that has been made 
abundantly clear to Tolhurst is that 
the farm and its workers will also be 
monitored “by all levels of authority” 
from government, to public health 
and the Sûreté du Québec. 

“The future of the program 
is at stake,” FERME warns in 
its communications, suggesting 
producers who do not respect the 
mandatory quarantine period and 
social distancing protocols will be 
punished and that the program could 
be cancelled. “The whole food supply 
chain would be shot if that were to 
happen,” Tolhurst says. 

The provincial government recently 
announced funding of $1,500 per 
foreign farm worker to cover salaries 
during the two-week quarantine 
period, as well as other incentives for 
Quebecers to work in the fields this 
summer.

Sarah Rennie

PHOTO Lianne Finnie

A sign in the Valley reminds all that farmers 
are vital to the food supply chain. 

COVID-19
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Dale Raithby / Kirk Feeny

Bygone Places 

Ah, the days of splashing around at the old swimming holes

This issue falls during the 
celebration of Earth Day, April 22, 
2020.  Not for a long time have our 
sights been so focused on what can 
happen during a systemic crisis like 
a pandemic, or like climate change 
and environmental collapse, both of 
which raise fears that large groups 
of us will be unable to access the 
necessities of life.  No human need 
is more vital than fresh water, every 
single day; and one of the many 
things we can be happy about in the 
Chateauguay Valley is its relative 
abundance.  Many of us have our 
private wells, some of them gushing 
with sweet water from the Covey 
Hill aquifer.  Others enjoy homes 
or cottages on rivers and ponds, or 
lavish provision from a municipal 
source.  However, just like our health 
and our essential workers, it’s wise 
not to take our water for granted, or 
stint on protecting it.

Hidden spots

Today, at least in memory, let’s 
go to a place of watery happiness: 
the old swimmin’ hole.  There 
were many of these in the Valley 
not so long ago, although we have 
allowed them to become degraded 
or inaccessible.  There is almost no 
public access to Lac Saint-François, 
that huge body of water to the north.  
But there were a fair number of 
cool, hidden spots for farm kids and 
other young residents, especially 
before the 1980s.  Davignon Park, 
the residential development south 
of Herdman, was just getting started 
then.  Most of the houses were not 
yet built.  The old road to the border 
was still in place when Sarah Evett, 
who was renting a farmhouse from 
George and Ruth Taylor, would 
climb over a stone fence and sit on the 
bridge crossing the little stream that 
runs out of the Davignon property. “I 
used to catch trout from that bridge, 
and bring them home for our lunch,” 
she says.  “They were so fresh — so 
real!”  From the bridge it was a short 
stroll into the woods, where a natural 
widening of the water beckoned, 
complete with a rope swing hanging 
from a tree.  In the late ’60s and early 

’70s, Sarah took many friends there 
to cool off, including the author. I 
remember how much fun we had 
swinging across the tiny pond like 
Tarzan, then letting go to drop into 
the pool. Also how easy it was to 
let go a little too late, and end up 
crashing in the muddy reeds on the 
other side!  

Not too far away, along the 1st 
Concession, if you turned north on 
Wattie Sideroad, you’d be at the 
Wattie Sand Pits, or “the Pit,” where 
a disused quarry made for great 
swimming right into the early 1980s. 
Sarah Evett recalls her kids running 
madly down the sandhills, then 
leaping off into the quarry, pretending 
they could fly.  Blad Hansen got part 
of his scuba certification at the Pit. 

If you headed northwest from there 
during that same era, you might 
have found little April Donnelly and 
her friends cavorting at the “sandy 
beach” by the Morrison Sideroad. 
April recalls, “We had never really 
been to a lake or ocean so this was 
a little slice of heaven for us farm 
kids.” April also swam at the bridge 
on Paul’s Sideroad in Elgin with 
the Blankers family and others.  “I 
remember being under the bridge 
once with Mavis Crawford, one of us 
got a bloodsucker — totally freaked 
us out and we headed home, pronto!”  

In 1930, an epidemic, not unlike 
the one we’re fighting now, inspired a 
family to build a cottage in downtown 
Athelstan, near the relatively large 
swimming spot above the dam, which 
they enjoyed the way other cottagers 

do their lakes.  Kenneth Chalmers had 
the cottage built so his three young 
daughters could escape the disease 
of consumption (tuberculosis) that 
was ravaging the city.  The family 
enjoyed the healthful country air 
for the next three generations.  His 
granddaughter, Sandy Belliveau, has 
pictures of her mother and aunts as 
children, and right through her own 
childhood, all enjoying the dam. “We 
liked to go and sit down below on 
what my parents called ‘the apron.’ 
The water would spray all around 
you and then you could go up above 
and swim. It was soooo refreshing on 
a hot summer day!” 

Swim therapy

 All the aunts, cousins and friends 
of the family had fun at the dam, 
and in the 1950s, during another 
epidemic (this time of polio — we 
should remember, epidemics have 
been around a long time), her uncle 
Jim Hutchings, Fred Hutchings’ 
father, was taken there to learn to 
swim as therapy for an arm damaged 
by the disease.  Of course, they were 
hardly the only local family to enjoy 
the dam, and it continued to be used 
until pollution made it undesirable in 
the late 1980s.   

Today, none of these places are 
available for small children to learn 
about bloodsuckers, to swing into 
the water from a rope, or to catch 
trout for lunch. That only happens if 
they’re lucky enough to be related to 
someone who owns a place on a still-
swimmable stream or river.  Rarely 
even then, because the expansion 
of the use of chemicals in farming 
has led to so much polluted run-off 
that many watercourses are now 
clogged with algae and worse.  As 
for the ones that might still be usable, 
landowners’ worries about liability 
or damage made them close access.  

Unlike many small towns and 
villages across the border in New 
York or Vermont, few Quebec 
municipalities have taken up the 

responsibility of acquiring some 
water frontage with town funds, so 
that inhabitants who live so close 
to refreshing streams and ponds 
might have somewhere to go on 
hot summer days.  Right across the 
border, a similar situation at Burke 
Falls was averted as recently as the 
early 2000s, when the town acquired 
their residents’ favourite swimming 
and picnic spot. It’s on our river, 
the Chateauguay, which becomes 
increasingly unusable, for fishing 
or for children, as it winds over the 
border and down through our Valley.

There are numerous groups trying 
to address this situation and make 
our rivers and streams clean again: 
SCABRIC, Ambioterra, the Comité 
de Réhabilitation de la Rivière 
Châteauguay, les Amis et Riverains 
de la Rivière Châteauguay, Crivert, 
and the Hemmingford Environment 
Committee, among others.  If we 
want to honour Earth Day, and 
if we’d like our grand and great-
grandchildren to ever experience the 
joys of diving off sandy cliffs or just 
cooling off close to home, we have to 
get busy right now and support these 
groups’ efforts all we can. Water 
clean-up and restoration is possible, 
and is going on all around North 
America. 

Here’s some inspiration in the form 
of Sandy Belliveau’s memories:  
“Aunt Betty would get out and sit up 
on top of the dam with this look on 
her face. I now understand what the 
look was about ... she was thinking 
about all the wonderful times that 
she spent there … Fresh running 
water on a hot day, surrounded 
by family and friends. And just a 
walk away.”  With the right kind of 
practices and legislation, we could 
still bring much of that back. We 
should look into it.

PHOTO Courtesy of Sandy Belliveau

Aunt Betty Chalmers and two of her Saunders cousins at the top of the Athelstan dam, 1943.

Holly Dressel

PHOTO Courtesy of Sandy Belliveau

One of the Chalmers girls on the diving board 
with two friends or cousins at the Athelstan 
dam, 1933.
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FOR ALL YOUR CUSTOM HAYING NEEDS: 

mowing, dry hay, wrapping, silage bales, 3x3 square bales

ALSO: Liquid fertilizer application and herbicide spraying;  
direct-drill seeding with JD equipment

FOR SALE BY THE TON, LOCAL DELIVERY INCLUDED: 

Alfalfa and straw from Alberta, also locally made dry hay and silage bales

WANTED TO RENT, SHORT/LONG-TERM: 

Land suitable for hay – $75 to $150 per acre per year
Crop land (no corn or soya) – $150 to $250 per acre per year

Price per acre according to quality of soil 
and whether land is tile drained

PLEASE CONTACT: 
George: 604-798-9440 (English only)
Vincent: 450-288-2676 (French only)

SOUTH LANE FARM INC/FERME SENTIER SUD INC ~ Hinchinbrooke QC J0S1E0

Fabrication - Repairs
Mobile Welding - CNC Plasma

Steel - Stainless 
Aluminum

Jeff McKellar
450-802-8972

jm.welding@gmail.com

Atelier McKellar Metalworks AGRICULTURAL 
& RESIDENTIAL

Metal roofs
Asphalt shingles

Low-pitched roofs
Fascia/soffits

24/7 ROOF 
REPAIRS

MAX CLARKE 
(450) 802-7972

163 Alexandre, Valleyfield
maxclark2007@hotmail.com

Voices from the Valley: coping with the pandemic

In this edition we more voices to 
our Voices from the Valley series. 
We offer a glimpse into the lives of 
our neighbours and see how different 
people in different walks of life are 
coping with the COVID-19 situation.  

Rockburn: The Senior

Carol Bye has been in quarantine 
for over a month now. The 86-year-
old placed herself in lockdown soon 
after she heard that one of her piano 
students could have been in contact 
with someone who tested positive 
for COVID-19.  This turned out to 
be untrue but it was enough for her 
children and grandchildren to suggest 
that she self-isolate. Bye, a widow, has 
lived in Rockburn for 50 years. “I love 
the house. I love the neighbours. I love 
the community and I love the church. 
… Oh! I miss church so much!”

The daughter of a minister, she 
was born in New Hampshire but 
moved from parish to parish with 
her family. She attended Boston 
College where she was editor of the 
college newspaper. Harley Bye was 
the business manager of the same 
newspaper. She reminisces on their 
friendship: “We made plans to meet 
for the newspaper. He suggested that 
we walk to the beach.”  They walked 
for hours. “We never did talk about 
newspaper business,” she recalls with 
a laugh. She and Harley were married 
for 61 years before his death in 2016. 
These days, reminiscing is one of 
the ways she spends her time. She 
suggests one way to while away the 
hours in isolation: “Go over some old 
pictures and nice memories. You can 
look at the picture of the child and still 
feel that child in your arms.”

Bye has lots of nice memories, as she 
is mother to four children, grandmother 
to 12 and great-grandmother to four. 
She speaks with emotion of the recent 
Skype call she had with her daughters 
in the city. Her granddaughter from 
Ontario was staying with her mother 
and had brought her 2-and-a-half-
year-old boy with her. “I could share 
in the boy running around the house 
exploring and playing in the yard with 
the two dogs. It was the next best 
thing to being there with them.” Her 
children, who live in Massachusetts, 
Beaconsfield, Ontario, Montreal and 
Huntingdon, check in with her every 
day with several calls, and her eldest 
daughter makes sure that her Kindle 

is filled with e-books. Bye has email 
and, since January, a new cellphone. 
“My daughters are trying to get me [to 
be] more efficient with it. It’s a new 
learning curve for all of us.”

For Carol Bye, the community plays 
a huge role in sustaining her through 
this crisis. There are three or four 
people who call to see if she needs 
anything picked up from the drugstore 
or other places. Someone regularly 
picks up her groceries, and her 
neighbours check in on her. Like the 
time one called: “Are you all right?” 
an urgent voice demanded. A surprised 
Bye replied that she was fine, but on 
further conversation she found that the 
neighbour had noticed that her kitchen 
light had not been switched on that 
morning.  “The sun was bright,” Bye 
explains. From the gallon of maple 
syrup left on her gallery, to the friend 
who visits for a friendly conversation 
and to sip her coffee on the opposite 
side of the long front porch, Bye feels 
supported. “People are very kind and 
considerate. We are so lucky.”

Bye still has her music. She 
continues to teach piano over the 
phone. “I can demonstrate on my 
piano what the piece is supposed to be 
like.” When the student plays she can 
hear immediately where the student is 
having a problem. “I can tell them how 
to correct it. Except when the problem 
is fingering — I can’t see their hands.” 
For Bye this type of teaching can be 
very tiring. “People in their 80s are 
like the cow’s tail passing through the 
gate [i.e. always the last past the post], 
with all these electronics. We are 
having to learn new things right now.”

There are still things that worry 
Bye. She chipped a tooth and worried 
that it might ache. But maintaining 
her usual positive demeanour, she 
states, “I chew on the opposite side 
of my mouth.” She worries about her 
family and friends whose livelihoods 
depends on the ‘gig economy.’ “The 
first thing that goes in hard times is the 
arts,” she sighs. But the hardest part of 
this self-isolation is when her children 
or grandson come to the door on an 
errand. “We have all been so careful,” 
she cries, “but I just want to hug him!”

Ormstown: The Garden Centre

Johanne Dumas has been doing 
a lot of moving these days. Selling 
her house in Howick, she moved 
into Ormstown, and on April 15 she 
was transporting trees, shrubs and 
perennials to her garden centre on 

Highway 201 in Ormstown. Jardins 
Ellice was preparing to open this 
week, a good two weeks earlier than 
last year. “I’ve already had two people 
stop by who want tomato plants,” she 
exclaims. “Everybody is in a hurry. 
People are expecting to return to work 
on the fourth of May so they are in a 
hurry to prepare their gardens,” she 
adds.

On April 15, Premier François 
Legault announced that garages 
and garden centres would be 
allowed to reopen in Quebec. Small 
establishments like these were closed 
when the province shut down non-
essential services, while large stores 
like Super C, Walmart and Home 
Depot were allowed to remain open 
because they were deemed essential 
services. Dumas is pensive about the 
updated policy: “I think that they let 
us open because it’s not fair for us 
little people.” She points out that the 
large stores that had been allowed to 
remain open also sell soil, mulch and 
manure. “If the grocery store would 
only sell groceries, everybody would 
get a piece of the pie. I’m only a small 
piece of chocolate,” she says.

This year Jardins Ellice will 
celebrate its fifth birthday. “This is 
supposed to be the year that we make 
money,” Dumas jokes. The garden 
centre is named after Alexander 
Ellice, a merchant of Scottish origin 
who owned the seigniory that 
included the village now known as 
Ormstown. Dumas and her son run the 
business together and work full time 
at the garden centre in the summer. 
In winter, her son has another job but 
she does not. “I have a husband,” she 
says with a laugh. The centre has no 
other employees, but when things 
get busy her younger children help 
out. “They have kids, [and] Grandma 
babysits in the wintertime, so they 
help in the summertime.” Dumas 
worked for more than a dozen years 
in a greenhouse in Hemmingford. She 
still buys plants from that business, 
and has two greenhouses there. Her 
shrubs and trees are from a nursery 
near Saint-Rémi. 

Yvonne Lewis Langlois

PHOTO Yvonne Lewis Langlois

Carol Bye taking in the spring air on her front porch.

see VOICES
page 10
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Near neighbours coping with COVID-19 challenge

Throughout this difficult time, 
many of us are checking on our 
neighbours to make sure they’re 
all right, that they have what they 
need, and most especially, to show 
we care about them.  However, such 
outreach works both ways.  Maybe 
the neighbours turn out to have a 
better handle on something that 
would help your family, like how to 
find an open service or access to the 
latest numbers and developments — 
not for the entire province, but for 
this particular locality.  Exchanges 
of information on how to cope when 
times are tough are a big part of being 
a community in the first place.  With 
this in mind, the Gleaner contacted 
two sets of neighbours in the Valley, 
initially just to see how they’re 
doing: the Mohawk communities of 
Kahnawake and of Akwesasne.  We 
found out we all have a lot to learn 
from their response to this crisis.

The residents of Kahnawake, the 
Kahnawa’kehro:non, have not only 
their usual community website, 
www.kahnawake.com (where they 
can find a COVID-19 Task Force 
section and phone numbers for all 
local government departments).  
They also have a dedicated Facebook 
page, Kahnawake 911, where people 
can get daily live video briefings 
from their own local doctors and 
community officials. For example, 
we all heard a couple weeks ago that 
there were a number of cases on this 
reserve (at press time, around 13, still 
alarming given the small community 
of about 8,000 residents), and that 
the reserve was locking down, trying 
to protect a population that has a 
high number of vulnerable members.  
The good news is that so far, some 
of those cases are either resolved or 
very mild; that as of press time there 
have been no cases reported among 
the patients at the Kateri Memorial 
Hospital in Kahnawake (and only 
one of a doctor coming back from 
the United States, who has self-
isolated).  And, in contrast with the 
terrible stories we’re hearing about 

the appalling spread of the virus 
and inhumane conditions in old 
people’s homes all over Quebec and 
Ontario, also at press time there are 
no COVID-19 cases in eldercare in 
Kahnawake, neither in their section 
of the hospital nor in their residence. 

Besides constant updates on 
services, both sites have links to local 
radio, access to government funding 
programs (always with local people 
in mind), updates on new measures, 
including banning large fires but 
permitting small, family campfires; 
prohibiting community access to 
outsiders (if you’ve crossed the 
territory to get to the Mercier Bridge, 
you’ve seen the signage); and where 
to get free food or mental health help.  
There are even recipes and a steady 
stream of comments, including some 
criticisms but mostly expressions of 
gratitude from the residents. 

Online tutorials 

Merrick Diabo, interim associate 
principal of the Kahnawake Survival 
School (the high school), explained 
that, unlike provincial high schools, 
this one is offering real online 
tutorials for Grades 10-11, complete 
with their kids’ regular teachers. 
This started April 6, and although 
not compulsory, is enjoying an 
incredible 90 per cent participation 
rate, among both students and 
teachers.  “I have a directive to make 
it optional,” Diabo says, “because 
we can’t speak to what everyone’s 
household situation is like. Is that 
older student helping care for their 
younger siblings?  Or a teacher 
might have four kids at home, and to 
do this every day would be almost 
impossible; so there has to be an opt-
out. Still, it’s doing very well.”  Why 
just these two grades?  “It’s a crucial 
year for [qualifying for acceptance 
at] CEGEPs,” Diabo says.  “I 
called all the parents and especially 
the students who were struggling 
already, to explain that if they don’t 
try to be part of participation and 
attendance, their kids will likely be 
out of luck for next year. Then the 
parents are more on board.”

Diabo says that they’re proud 

of the outreach they’re doing on 
every level. “Outsiders tune into 
our COVID updates because they’re 
local, not province-wide. There’s 
a community emergency fund 
started, our drive-by testing centre 
at our hospital (for residents only) 
is working well.  The two hot zones 
for us are Pierre Boucher Hospital 
[and] Charles LeMoyne Hospital 
[both in Longueuil], which is where 
an ambulance would take people for 
COVID complications.” (At present, 
these two hospitals are the ones 
designated to handle any COVID-19 
cases in the whole Montérégie.) 
Diabo’s workday, like that of many 
of the other community officials, 
is not just at normal level but well 
beyond, even though it’s being done 
with three active kids in the house.  
“I’m working every day online, lots 
of paper work, video-conferencing,” 
he says, admitting that he’s “a bit 
envious of those being paid to be 
home with family.”  Such official 
community work, going on all around 
the Valley, deserves everyone’s 
gratitude and recognition.  

Abraham Francis, science officer 
for the Council of Akwesasne, is 
in a similar situation at the western 
end of the Valley.  Besides its 
website (www.akwesasne.ca), 
this community of approximately 
13,000 has also set up a Facebook 
page (at Mohawk Council of 
Akwesasne) with constant updates, 
advice, links to services, ways to 
volunteer, even book clubs.  They 
pre-empted some of Quebec’s 
efforts at slowing infection by 
locking down completely as early 
as March 13. Francis says, “Our 
council immediately put out a 
quarantine plan if you travelled, 
shut down schools and our eldercare 
facilities — no one in or out already 
by then. We’ve only had one case so 
far, no complications; and are now 
implementing an 8 p.m. curfew.  St. 
Regis has an outside-the-territory 
travel ban, because there was a 
super-fast increase in cases in St. 
Lawrence County, N.Y., so we have 
to be careful within our community; 

many people shop in Massena.”  

They also began coordinating 
delivery of 850 free food boxes 
a week to elders, individuals in 
quarantine and families who have 
children from kindergarten to 11th 
grade.  For those who can come 
get the food boxes, there’s a drive-
through pickup every Friday.  
Francis says, “We also have gloves, 
hand sanitizer and masks, etc., for 
our residents.  We’d put in an order 
a long time ago.  Before things got 
sold out our director had also done 
a huge order of soups, crackers, 
eggs, milk, butter, and so on, which 
are stored in our arena on Cornwall 
Island.”  

At the border

All Akwesasronon [residents 
of Akwesasne] are allowed to 
move across the border within 
their reserve.  Francis says, “The 
Canadian border is technically shut 
down, but because we work with 
them so much in Cornwall and 
with the Americans on the western 
portion, they’ve been understanding 
about letting us cross with our status 
cards. Our community was split by 
this international border, not by us.  
We’re not allowed to go through 
at Dundee, just within the reserve 
and of course to the hospitals that 
would serve us.”  That would be in 
Massena or Malone.

This is impressive, especially 
the early lockdown and supply 
management.  Francis says there are 
“layers of reasons. We have a lot of 
vulnerable people, and our elders 
mean a lot to us, we want to protect 
them.”  When asked how he’s 
doing, he says, “It’s weird, I’m just 
as busy, but I’m also accomplishing 
things I didn’t have time or energy 
for before, like we have a quarantine 
reading group, we set up the 
Google Drive and hang out, having 
conversations, about how the book 
or article intersects with what’s 
happening, how we’re feeling. 
This work provides emotional and 
intellectual support; I love talking 
with everybody.”  

Holly Dressel

Last week, as she was cleaning 
and preparing to open her garden 
centre, Dumas had a lot of questions. 
She knew she would have to put 
measures in place to protect against 
COVID-19. “When people pay, I am 
in the cabin so they are at least six 
feet away.”  She wondered whether 
she must wear a facemask. “We will 
have Interac and the ‘tap’ payment, 

and rubbing alcohol to clean it every 
time.” The garden centre was also 
fixing up its van to be able to make 
deliveries. As explained on Jardins 
Ellice’s Facebook page, Dumas 
felt she would have completed all 
necessary precautions by April 22 
and would be able to gradually start 
serving customers, first by offering 
soil, compost, manure and mulch, 
then progressively moving into the 
full range of vegetables, flowers, 
etc., by early May.  

Although she does not anticipate 

any problems with her distributors, 
she did have a problem ordering her 
seeds from Quebec. “They said that 
they couldn’t send any until they 
were told that we could open. Other 
places are selling seeds,” she points 
out. 

When she has the time, Dumas 
winds down doing puzzles and 
speaking on the phone to her 
godmother in Florida. She misses 
her grandchildren the most and 
laments that she will not be able 
to be with them for their birthdays 

in April. When one grandchild 
told her that she couldn’t wait for 
the COVID-19 crisis to be over 
so that she could hug her, Dumas 
went to her car, sat and cried. But 
for the most part Johanne Dumas 
is optimistic: “I have a feeling 
a lot of people are going to plant 
vegetables this year,” she says. 
She appreciates the people in her 
community. “People sometimes 
just come to talk or drive by to 
bring me a coffee. That’s what 
being in the country is like.”

VOICES from
page 9
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Hard times for Friperie Communautaire Huntingdon

These are trying times for all 
businesses, small and large, as 
well as charities and non-profit 
organizations. On March 30, Prime 
Minister Trudeau announced plans to 
aid these organizations in response to 
the staggering impact of COVID-19. 
Whether La Friperie Communautaire 
Huntingdon qualifies for any of these 
measures remains to be seen. 

La Friperie Communautaire, 
located on Lorne St., is the biggest 
friperie in the MRC. It is 9,000 
square feet of clothing, furniture, 
toys and pretty much anything you 
could possibly need. Initially started 
by ADDS (l’Association pour la 
défense des droits sociaux), it grew 
into the Friperie Communautaire 
Huntingdon around 2010 and took 
on a “social mission,” says its 
coordinator, Guylaine Joannette. 
An energetic woman who exudes 
positivity, Joannette emphasizes 
the friperie’s mission: “We provide 
services to the community.” 

Due to the pandemic, the friperie 
has been closed since mid-March, 
but normally the FCH employs 
six permanent and 10 temporary 
employees who are all local 
residents. Employees are referred by 
the Centre local d’emploi du Haut 
Saint-Laurent, but the Carrefour 
Jeunesse-Emploi Huntingdon 
and many other organizations are 
also partnered with the friperie. 
Employees work as trainees on a 
30-week program where they learn 
work skills. At the end of this time, 
the Carrefour Jeunesse-Emploi 
Huntingdon helps them put together 
a C.V. to aid in the search for a 
permanent job elsewhere. “We can’t 
keep everyone,” Joannette states, 

“but I feel we give them a jump-start 
to launch them into the workforce.” 

The Friperie Communautaire 
Huntingdon has taken on a huge role 
in the community. Local hospitals, 
Residence-Elle du Haut-Saint-
Laurent, and other organizations 
often call on this establishment 
to provide clothing for those less 
fortunate at no cost.

Normally the red metal donations 
bin just outside the door fills up 
twice a day but unfortunately this 
is not always beneficial to the FCH. 
People drop off such items as old 
paint cans, metal, old electronics, 
even old medication and syringes, 
instead of recycling or disposing of 
them at the appropriate locations. 
“Our people have to be careful 
[when emptying the bin],” Joannette 
says. The situation worsens around 
July when tenants are vacating 
rental spaces. The red box and the 
space around it become an easy fix 
for getting rid of unwanted items 
such as furniture and electronics 
— but some people go so far as 
to leave even dirty diapers at the 
friperie’s door. Before the closure 
of the friperie due to COVID-19, 
all daily deposits to the bin were 
sorted into enormous piles in the 
supply area of the store. Often 
Joannette herself makes a trip to a 
local recycling location with items 
— “to recycle the right way,” she 
says — but when there is enough 
to warrant the transport, L’Arpe-
Québec, a recycling company, is 
called to make a pickup. 

Being closed, the friperie is unable 
to accept any donations at present; 
but on Monday, April 6, the red bin 
outside the closed store was seen to 
be overflowing. Apparently drop-
offs had been made over the rainy 
weekend, resulting in rain-soaked 

items that could only become 
trash. The friperie’s management 
has appealed to the public to cease 
donations and deposits at the red 
box until further notice. 

Before COVID-19, clothing 
that did not move off the racks 
was picked up by Le Support, a 
Montreal-based organization that 
collects unsold clothing every two 
to three weeks. FCH tries to avoid 
using the garbage container and 
even has a group come to cut up 
some of the soiled or ripped clothing 
into rags for local garages.

Although this friperie provides 
shoppers with an array of items, 
including dishes and sporting goods, 
its main focus and money-maker is 
clothing. In 2018, 80 per cent of the 
$130,000 in sales came from the 
sale of used clothing. “People come 
in for good stuff at low prices,” says 
Joannette. But sales have been on a 
downward trend in recent years, she 
adds, and “we have to sell to be able 
to exist.” Sales in 2018 were down 

approximately $53,000 from 2016. 
“We have to think about the money 
if we want to create more jobs,” 
Joannette points out.

In the recent past Joannette has 
taken the friperie in many different 
directions. A year and half ago 
FCH received a grant of $10,000 to 
launch “Pure” brand products, a line 
of natural shower gels and cleaning 
products that are locally produced. 
Sales are slow but growing. “We 
work for the environment,” Joannette 
says, but being financially viable is a 
must if the goals of the friperie are 
to be met: “We want to create more 
jobs for people in the town.” 

FCH recently posted another 
appeal to the public to hold on to 
their donations until the store’s 
doors open once again. It seems 
that individuals have been stealing 
donations at the red box. The notice 
added, “Without your precious 
donations, the thrift store will not 
be able to open and survive the 
extended closure.” 

COVID-19

Yvonne Lewis Langlois

PHOTO Yvonne Lewis Langlois

Rain-damaged drop-offs at the red box outside the Friperie Communautaire Huntingdon. Until 
the store is reopened, management appeals to the public to stop bringing donations.

Photographer captures rainbows in dark times
With the summer wedding season 

looking pretty slow this year, local 
photographer and videographer 
Lianne Finnie of C’est Finnie 
Productions has been spending 
some of her time chasing the many 
rainbows to be found throughout the 
Valley for a series of hopeful social 
media posts.

“I work from home,” says Finnie, 
so when self-isolation became the 
norm, she figured she was ahead of 
the game. But then, she slowly started 
to hear from clients. “All of my gigs 
have been cancelled this spring,” she 
says of a busy calendar that has now 
been cleared from March to June. “it’s 
a hard hit,” she says, noting how is it 
especially hard to be a photographer 
right now as the job pretty much 

requires being with other people. Not 
only does her work mean mixing 
closely with clients, it involves 
accompanying them on some of the 
most important milestones in their 
lives. Weddings are being scaled back 
significantly this summer and into the 
fall, and while Finnie has not had any 
cancellations for summer weddings, 
her customers are rethinking their day 
and her involvement. It’s something 
Finnie is all too familiar with, as a 
bride-to-be herself this August. “I get 
it,” she says with a laugh. “Unexpected 
things come up all the time when 
you’re planning a wedding,” she says, 
“but not on this scale.” 

And while the pandemic has 
certainly thrown her career into 
question for the next while, she has 

at least been able to benefit from the 
government’s Canadian Emergency 
Relief Benefit, which was deposited 
just in time for her, after almost 40 
days without an income. “I’m super 
grateful that this is there,” Finnie 
says. “It’s another security blanket, 

and it is reassuring to know I am not 
alone going through this,” she adds. 

As someone who firmly believes 
in doing what is best for people, she 
is hopeful her business will pick up 
again once measures keeping us apart 
are lifted. (S.R.)

PHOTO Trevor Livingstone
Photographer and videographer Lianne Finnie has been photographing the Valley during the 
pandemic. Her photographs are included throughout this edition.
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Kids’corner
Search and Find: “Bird Hunt”

Find 21 birds

by J Schwartz

You’ll Need:
¼ cup salt
½ cup flour
½ cup water
Food colouring

Instructions:
1. Mix the flour and salt in a 
bowl
2. Add a few drops of food 
colouring to the water. Pour 
into the flour and salt mixture

3. Whip well until the clumps 
dissolve
*You can add more or less 
water depending on the 
consistency you desire.
*Store in the refrigerator. Can 
keep for 6 months or so.

Submitted by the Centre de 
Ressources Familiales 

du Haut St-Laurent

H O M E M AA D E  PA I NN T

Can you guess what will happen 
when you mix baking soda and 
vinegar together? How can you use 
that reaction to make art?

1. Pour the baking soda into a large 
bowl or baking sheet.

2. Add some drops of food colouring 
to the baking soda, in different spots. 
You can add as many or as few drops 
as you want! 

3. Fill a syringe, eyedropper or 
pipette with vinegar (you can also 
use a small spoon).

4. Add drops of vinegar to the drops 
of food colouring. Lay a piece of 

paper towel over the reaction on 
each drop to change it into art that 
you can put on the fridge..

5. What did you notice happened 
when the vinegar and baking soda 
combined? Share your observations 
with your family!

• If you prefer, you can add the food 
colouring to your vinegar instead of 
dropping it on the baking soda!

• Looking for more fun, free 
activities? Check out Guiding @ 
Home at www.girlguides.ca 

Submitted by the  
1st Huntingdon Girl Guides

Create some fizzy art!  

Trees and Forests by Catherine Stratford

In Québec, May 
is designated the 
Month of Trees 
and Forests. Have 
fun trying to find 
the local trees in 
the word search 
grid. Do you know 
what these trees 
look like? Can you 
identify the trees 
in your backyard? 
For an extra 
challenge, try 
to match up the 
names of the trees 
in the English grid 
with their names 
in the French 
grid. There is one 
mistake, can you 
find it? And don’t 
forget to plant a 
tree in May!

ASH
BEECH

ELDERBERRY
HICKORY

MAPLE
POPLAR

WALNUT
ASPEN
BIRCH

ELM

HORNBEAM
OAK
SPRUCE
WILLOW
BASSWOOD
CHERRY
HEMLOCK
LARCH
PINE
SUMAC
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DeBellefeuille wants internet declared essential service
In the context of the COVID-19 

pandemic, Salaberry-Suroît MP 
Claude DeBellefeuille and the Bloc 
Québécois are calling on the federal 
government to increase internet 
accessibility for all. 

In a letter sent on April 14 to Navdeep 
Bains, the Minister of Innovation, 
Science and Industry, DeBellefeuille 
described how government and 
public health measures have brought 
internet accessibility issues to the 
forefront. “The COVID-19 crisis is 

leading us to adapt our professional 
environments, particularly as we 
work from home. Demand for online 
entertainment has exploded. Access 
to federal assistance programs is 
greatly facilitated by internet access. 
In short, the current network is not 
able to respond to the exceptional 
demand for high-speed internet.” 

DeBellefeuille is now asking that 
solutions be implemented as soon 
as possible. “Not a week goes by 
without citizens of Salaberry-Suroît 

challenging us on this issue,” she said. 
As such, the Bloc Québécois is asking 
the government to recognize high-
speed internet access as an essential 
service in 2020. The Bloc suggests 
forcing providers to cap the cost of 
internet services and cellular plans 
and to eliminate monthly data limits 
on such plans. The party also wants 
the federal government to commit to 
accelerating the deployment of fibre 
optic cable, or any other appropriate 
technology, to better enable internet 

access in underserved areas as soon 
as possible. 

“As long as people are required 
to remain confined in their homes 
for public health reasons, it should 
be anticipated they will need access 
to technological services whether 
for work, study, or to simply stay in 
touch with loved ones. High-speed 
internet in not even an option for 
many people in the region. This is not 
acceptable in 2020,” DeBellefeuille 
declared. (S.R.)

Signs of hope across the Valley and beyond

PHOTO Derek Bohemen

The Ormstown Fire Department, as well as the ambulance technicians and members of the local Sûreté du 
Québec department, have all paraded outside the Barrie Memorial Hospital with lights flashing on more than 
one occasion in support of local health care professionals. 

PHOTO provided

Dr  Hugh Boyle, who grew up in Ormstown and now co-owns a dental clinic 
in Granby, and his colleague Dr Guenfoud kindly donated their inventory 
of personal protective equipment (PPE) to the Granby hospital when they 
learned there was a need. Businesses in the Valley have also been donating 
gloves and masks to local health care centres.

PHOTO Sarah Rennie

The MRC du Haut-Saint-Laurent refreshed its tourism display with a message 
of solidarity at the Galeries Ormstown. 

PHOTO Randy Rennie

Rainbows can be found across the Valley as signs of hope 
that everything is going to be ok. This rainbow sits in the 
park facing the main doors of the Huntingdon County 
Hospital. 

PHOTO Yvonne Lewis Langlois

Grocery store shelves were emptied of bread and other essential products, such as toilet paper, by panicked shoppers during the 
earliest days of the pandemic. We have since learned to temper our purchases, and now wait in lines outside the stores to ensure 
social distancing is practised. 

PHOTO Chantal Hortop

With gatherings currently forbidden, Valley 
residents are getting creative with their ways 
of celebrating birthdays, as shown by this sign 
seen on the River Road in Ormstown. 

COVID-19



Adopt the digital 
conversion
The current crisis is upsetting 
consumers’ buying habits and more 
and more of them risk resorting to the 
Internet. E-commerce is a worthwhile 
solution that is occasionally even 
essential to compete if you are a 
merchant, a retailer or even the owner  
of a tourism enterprise. This is indeed 
a good time to consolidate your 
online presence, which will enable 
you to better reach your customers 
and visitors and to more extensively 
promote your products  
and services.

Is your business experiencing a 
slowdown? This is the ideal time to 
review certain business practices, 
enhance or automate processes, or find 
innovative solutions.

The digital transformation offers a 
genuine development opportunity, 
especially in the manufacturing sector. 
The Ministère de l’Économie et de 
l’Innovation is offering guidance to 
SMEs that wish to adopt the digital 
conversion or consolidate their 
approach. Find out more.

COVID-19  
affords you an 
opportunity to rethink 
your business

GUIDE NO. 4

The COVID-19 pandemic 
is undoubtedly posing 
several challenges for your 
business, especially with 
respect to the measures 
to be implemented to 
comply with public health 
directives. This situation is 
certainly raising questions 
in your mind about its 
impact on your employees 
and your organization’s 
resilience. Moreover, it is 
no doubt also encouraging 
you to review your ways 
of doing business and find 
solutions to mitigate the 
crisis’ repercussions. 

This forced paused can 
also be viewed as an 
opportunity to rethink 
certain aspects of your 
business and to prepare for 
its revival, since the current 
situation, while exceptional, 
is temporary. Here are some 
avenues for reflection and 
possible solutions.

Do you have a business  
continuity plan?  
Take advantage of this opportunity to 
implement or update your business 
continuity plan. The elaboration of such 
a plan affords an opportunity to reflect 
on the means of reducing the negative 
impact on your business of adverse 
events. Worst-case planning means 
that you can establish strategies and 
take precautions that will enable you to 
pursue your operations or resume them 
sooner, minimize losses, and protect 
your employees, assets and even your 
reputation.

The plan will provide responses. There 
is no need to be a large business to 
maintain a business continuity plan. 
Proven methodologies exist that 
are well adapted to SMEs. Moreover, 
the Ministère de l’Économie et de 
l’Innovation has prepared the Guide de 
gestion de la continuité des activités 
pour les petites et les moyennes 
entreprises québécoises to help you. 
Be sure to  
consult it.



Step back to improve 
your business 

Take advantage of this pause to initiate 
the gradual adoption of management 
practices geared to enhancing your 
enterprise’s financial, environmental, 
social, and administrative performance. 
It can also be worthwhile to review 
the supply chain and foster buying 
locally or proximity shopping. Lastly, 
a sustainable development approach 
could offer your business extensive 
benefits.

Since you are often contending 
with emergencies or engaging in a 
continuous improvement process, 
you rarely have time to step back and 
explore new options. This is the perfect 
time to rely on your employees to 
conduct research and development 
to improve your products, services, 
or processes. Reinventing a business 
also depends on innovation and the 
implementation of new projects. Do 
not hesitate to contact the Ministère 
de l’Économie et de l’Innovation or 
Investissement Québec to plan your 
projects.

Take advantage of tailor-
made advice

L’Accompagnement-conseil 
stratégiqueMC  
in the Ministère de l’Économie et de 
l’Innovation can be useful to find 
solutions, rethink action plans, and 
obtain tailor-made advice. Experts 
are present in all regions of Québec 
to help meet the challenges that you 
are facing and prepare for relaunching 
your business. To find out more, 
please contact the regional office 
of the Ministère de l’Économie et de 
l’Innovation.

economie.gouv.qc.ca

Develop your skills and 
those of  
your employees

The revival of your business will 
certainly rely on professional 
competencies development and work 
reorganization, which the Programme 
actions concertées pour le maintien 
en emploi (PACME) of the Ministère du 
Travail, de l’Emploi et de la Solidarité 
sociale, offered in collaboration with 
the Commission des partenaires du 
marché du travail, proposes. The 
program provides for direct assistance 
to businesses for human resources 
management activities or on-site, online 
or remote training. It seeks to maintain 
the employer-employee relationship, 
take advantage of the current pause 
to bolster skills development and thus 
prepare businesses for the economic 
recovery. 

Other training is available, for example 
for corporate executives, strategic 
workers or workers in the Québec 
tourism sector, such as the formation 
100 % accueillant program of the 
Ministère du Tourisme, offered by the 
Institut de tourisme et d’hôtellerie  
du Québec as individual online training.

A final word

The current exceptional situation 
is temporary. In the meantime, it is 
important to maintain efforts and steer 
a steady course to restore Québec, 
whose residents are brimming with 
enthusiasm and vitality and which 
abounds in original, creative businesses. 

REMINDER OF THE 
MEASURES ADOPTED  
TO SUPPORT 
BUSINESSES

• Emergency assistance for 
small and medium-sized 
enterprises

• Flexibility measures 
respecting loans and existing 
loan guarantees 

• Concerted temporary action 
program for businesses 
(PACTE) 

• Support for the tourism 
industry

To obtain additional 
information, please visit   
Québec.ca/coronavirus.

• Investissement Québec (IQ)  
is offering a moratorium of 
up to six months on principal 
repayments. Visit the IQ 
website to obtain additional 
information. 

• The Caisse de dépôt et 
placement du Québec is 
providing $4 billion  
to support Québec firms 
temporarily affected by 
COVID-19. Visit the CDPQ 
website to obtain additional 
information.



Prendre le virage 
numérique

La présente crise bouscule les 
habitudes d’achat des consommateurs, 
qui risquent d’être plus nombreux à 
se tourner vers le Web. Le commerce 
électronique est une solution 
intéressante, parfois même essentielle, 
pour tirer son épingle du jeu si vous 
êtes un commerçant, un détaillant ou 
même un propriétaire d’entreprise 
touristique. C’est en effet un bon 
moment pour consolider votre présence 
sur le Web, ce qui vous permettra de 
mieux joindre les clients et les visiteurs 
et de promouvoir davantage vos 
produits et services.

Votre entreprise tourne au ralenti? C’est 
le moment parfait pour revoir certaines 
de vos pratiques d’affaires, améliorer ou 
automatiser des procédés, ou trouver 
des solutions innovantes.

La transformation numérique est une 
véritable occasion de développement, 
particulièrement pour le secteur 
manufacturier. Le ministère de 
l’Économie et de l’Innovation propose 
un accompagnement aux PME qui 
souhaitent prendre le virage numérique 
ou consolider leur démarche. 
Renseignez-vous!

COVID-19 :  
et si vous en profitiez 
pour repenser votre 
entreprise?

GUIDE N° 4

La pandémie de la 
COVID-19 amène 
certainement plusieurs 
défis pour votre entreprise, 
notamment en ce qui a 
trait aux mesures à mettre 
en place afin de respecter 
les directives de santé 
publique. Cette situation 
vous pousse sûrement à 
vous questionner quant 
aux conséquences sur vos 
employés et à la résilience 
de votre organisation. Elle 
vous incite sans doute 
également à revoir vos 
façons de faire et à trouver 
des solutions pour atténuer 
les répercussions de la 
crise. 

Cette pause forcée peut 
aussi être vue comme 
une occasion de repenser 
certains aspects de votre 
entreprise et de préparer 
sa relance, car la situation 
actuelle, bien qu’elle 
soit exceptionnelle, est 
temporaire. Voici à cet 
effet quelques pistes de 
réflexion et de solution.

Avez-vous un plan de 
continuité des activités? 

Profitez-en pour mettre en place votre 
plan de continuité des activités ou pour 
procéder à sa mise à jour. Élaborer 
un tel plan est l’occasion de réfléchir 
aux moyens de diminuer les effets 
négatifs d’un événement néfaste sur 
votre entreprise. En planifiant le pire, 
vous pouvez établir des stratégies 
et prendre des précautions qui vous 
permettront de poursuivre vos activités, 
ou de les reprendre plus rapidement, de 
minimiser les pertes que vous subirez et 
de protéger vos employés, vos actifs de 
même que votre réputation.

Grâce à ce plan, vous aurez des 
éléments de réponse. Nul besoin d’être 
une grande entreprise pour planifier 
la continuité de ses activités. Il existe 
des méthodologies éprouvées qui 
sont bien adaptées à la réalité des 
PME. Le ministère de l’Économie et 
de l’Innovation a d’ailleurs préparé 
le Guide de gestion de la continuité 
des activités pour les petites et les 
moyennes entreprises québécoises afin 
de vous faciliter la tâche. Consultez-le!



Un pas de recul pour 
s’améliorer 
Profitez de cette pause pour 
entamer une démarche d’adoption 
progressive de pratiques de gestion 
qui amélioreront la performance de 
votre entreprise sur les plans financier, 
environnemental, social et administratif. 
Il peut être aussi utile de revoir sa 
chaîne d’approvisionnement et de 
favoriser l’achat local ou de proximité. 
Enfin, les bénéfices d’une démarche 
de développement durable pour votre 
entreprise pourraient être nombreux.

En étant souvent dans l’urgence ou 
dans un processus d’amélioration 
continue, vous avez rarement le 
temps de prendre un pas de recul 
pour explorer de nouvelles avenues. 
C’est le moment parfait de mettre 
vos employés à contribution pour 
réaliser des activités de recherche et 
développement afin d’améliorer vos 
produits, vos services ou vos procédés. 
Réinventer son entreprise passe aussi 
par l’innovation et la mise sur pied 
de nouveaux projets. N’hésitez pas 
à communiquer avec le ministère de 
l’Économie et de l’Innovation ou avec 
Investissement Québec pour planifier 
vos projets.

Profiter de conseils 
personnalisés
L’Accompagnement-conseil 
stratégiqueMC du ministère de 
l’Économie et de l’Innovation peut être 
bénéfique pour trouver des solutions, 
repenser son plan d’action et avoir 
accès à des conseils personnalisés. 
Des experts sont présents dans toutes 
les régions du Québec pour vous 
aider à relever les défis auxquels vous 
faites face et à préparer votre relance. 
Communiquez avec votre bureau 
régional du ministère de l’Économie et 
de l’Innovation pour en savoir plus.

Développer vos 
compétences et celles de 
vos employés
La relance de votre entreprise passera 
sûrement par le développement des 
compétences professionnelles et la 
réorganisation du travail. C’est ce que 
vous propose le Programme actions 
concertées pour le maintien en emploi 
(PACME) du ministère du Travail, de 
l’Emploi et de la Solidarité sociale, offert 
avec la collaboration de la Commission 
des partenaires du marché du travail. 
Ce programme prévoit notamment une 
aide directe aux entreprises pour leurs 
activités de gestion des ressources 
humaines ou de formation se déroulant 
sur le lieu de travail, en ligne ou à 
distance. Le but est de maintenir le lien 
d’emploi des travailleurs, de mettre à 
profit la pause actuelle pour accroître le 
développement de leurs compétences 
et d’être ainsi prêt pour la relance 
économique. 

Il existe d’autres formations, 
par exemple pour les dirigeants 
d’entreprise, les travailleurs stratégiques 
ou toutes personnes travaillant dans 
le domaine du tourisme au Québec, 
comme la formation 100 % accueillant 
du ministère du Tourisme, offerte par 
l’Institut de tourisme et d’hôtellerie du 
Québec en formule individuelle en ligne.

Pour un instant…
La situation que nous vivons 
actuellement est exceptionnelle 
et temporaire. En attendant, il est 
important de ne pas relâcher les efforts 
et de maintenir le cap pour retrouver 
notre Québec, qui compte non 
seulement une population débordante 
d’enthousiasme et de vitalité, mais aussi 
des entreprises originales et créatives.

RAPPEL DES MESURES 
MISES EN PLACE 
POUR SOUTENIR 
LES ENTREPRISES
• Aide d’urgence aux petites 

et moyennes entreprises

• Mesures d’assouplissement 
relatives aux prêts et aux 
garanties de prêt 

• Programme d’action 
concertée temporaire pour  
les entreprises (PACTE) 

• Soutien à l’industrie 
touristique

Pour en savoir plus, 
consultez le site Québec.
ca/coronavirus.

• Moratoire d’Investissement 
Québec (IQ) sur le 
remboursement du capital 
pouvant aller jusqu’à 6 mois. 
Visitez le site Web d’IQ pour 
obtenir plus d’information. 

• Appui de 4 milliards 
de dollars de la Caisse 
de dépôt et placement du 
Québec destiné à soutenir 
les entreprises québécoises 
temporairement affectées 
par la COVID-19. Consultez 
le site Web de la Caisse 
pour en connaître davantage.

economie.gouv.qc.ca



Fièvre Toux Difficultés
respiratoires

La maladie à coronavirus (COVID-19)
cause une infection respiratoire

pouvant comporter les symptômes suivants :

Se protéger,
ça sauve des vies.

Toussez dans
votre coude

Lavez
vos mains

Jetez vos
mouchoirs

Restez
à la maison

Gardez vos
distances

Québec.ca/coronavirus

 1 877 644-4545
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Arrivée des travailleurs agricoles 
étrangers retardée
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Visiter le site web du 
Gleaner pour des mises-

à-jour quotidiennes sur la 
COVID-19: 

www.le-gleaner.com 
(Abonnement non-requis)

COVID-19: Pas le moment de baisser la garde

MERCI à tous ceux et celles qui collaborent  
et qui travaillent fort afin de nous permettre  
de sortir gagnants de cette situation  
exceptionnelle, un immense MERCI  
pour votre dévouement. 

MERCI également aux bénévoles                                     !

CLAIRE ISABELLE
DÉPUTÉE DE HUNTINGDON 
PRÉSIDENTE DE LA COMMISSION  
DE L’ÉCONOMIE ET DU TRAVAIL

450 427-2150
Sans frais : 1 866 540-9097

Claire.IsaBelle.HUNT@assnat.qc.ca

mercredi le 22 avril, 2020
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L’impact des mesures de santé 
publiques visant à restreindre 
les activités pendant la crise du 
COVID-19 commence à se faire 
sentir dans toute la Vallée alors 
que nous amorçons notre 7ème 
semaine depuis que les écoles 
ont fermé et nous avons tous 
été initiés au concept “d’auto-
quarantaine.” Avec le soleil et 
les températures plus douces qui 
reviennent, la tentation de sortir 
et de reprendre nos activités est 
grande, spécialement avec le 
nombre de cas relativement bas 
dans notre région. Et pourtant, cela 
serait une grave erreur, comme le 
dit un des médecins travaillant à 
la clinique désignée de Ormstown. 
Au contraire, c’est maintenant 
qu’il faut s’inquiéter.

“Nous voyons le nombre de 

cas augmenter dans les régions 
voisines et chez les personnes 
âgées,” explique la Dr. Catherine 
Bélanger, coordonnatrice de la 
clinique désignée COVID-19 pour 
le Haut-Saint-Laurent. “Nous ne 
sommes pas à l’abri parce que 
nous sommes plus isolés dans 
notre campagne,” dit-elle. “C’est 
maintenant qu’il faut rester à la 
maison.”

La clinique locale n’a pour 
l’instant reçu qu’un petit nombre de 
patients, ce qui s’explique de deux 
façons: “le virus du COVID-19 n’a 
pas encore frappé ici, mais ça s’en 
vient.” La deuxième explication 
vient du fait que les médecins 
locaux ont, pour l’instant, été 
capables de traiter les cas grâce aux 
cliniques normales. “Nous faisons 
tout ce que nous pouvons par 
téléphone,” ajoute t-elle, suggérant 
que les médecins sont capables de 

rediriger les gens afin de voir si 
ceux-ci ont besoin d’être vus dans 
la clinique désignée ou pas.

À cause du nouveau protocole de 
dépistage du virus, qui préconise 
un test seulement chez les patients 
à risque, “beaucoup de gens ne sont 
pas testés,” explique Bélanger, 
ajoutant que la communauté 
médicale se fie aux “signes 
subtiles” afin de comprendre 
comment le virus se propage dans 
la communauté. Par exemple, le 
nombre d’hospitalisations continue 
d’augmenter dans la région et dans 
la province. Un autre signe est le 

nombre de foyers d’infections 
dans les résidences pour personnes 
âgées à Valleyfield, Beauharnois 
et Vaudreuil. Finalement, un 
autre signe est le nombre de 
gens se présentant à l’urgence de 
l’hôpital Barrie Memorial avec 
des symptômes du virus. “Je pense 
que le virus est là, et d’ici une 
semaine cela devrait se concrétiser 
de manière plus directe,” Bélanger 
avoue.

Sarah Rennie

Traduit par Iris Delagrange

SUITE 
à la page 20

PHOTO Lianne FinnieMême si on se sent relativement en securité dans notre environnement rural, il faut continuer de se protéger contre le coronavirus.
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Une médaille prestigieuse pour une étudiante 

qui s’implique dans son école locale

La Médaille du lieutenant-
gouverneur pour la jeunesse 
récompense les jeunes qui 
s’impliquent de manière 
significative dans leur milieu 
scolaire depuis plusieurs années. 
C’est le cas de Camille Vincent, 
élève de secondaire 3 dans le 
programme SIMPLIX à Arthur-
Pigeon, Huntingdon. La jeune 
fille s’implique depuis le début 
du secondaire dans toutes sortes 
d’activités: lors des évènements 
ou encore au conseil étudiant. Lors 
qu’elle a reçu la nouvelle de sa 
nomination, elle était heureuse mais 
ne pensait pas gagner. “Je l’ai appris 
quand nous avons reçu la lettre avec 
la médaille,” explique la jeune fille.

La médaille n’est décernée qu’une 
seule fois par année au niveau 
secondaire. Ce sont des membres 
du personnel qui ont soumis la 

candidature de Camille, pensant 
qu’elle avait de bonnes chances 
de remporter la médaille. “Je 
m’implique dans mon école depuis 
mon début au secondaire. Je garde 
ma motivation grâce aux personnel 
qui m’aide à m’impliquer. L’école 
devient plus agréable lorsque que 
nous avons un but et que nous 
savons que aujourd’hui plusieurs 
activités nous attendent,” explique 
la jeune fille qui arbore un sourire 
radieux.

Les personnes qui s’impliquent 
dans leur communauté le font 
pour plusieurs raisons: sentiment 
d’appartenance, désir d’apprendre 
de nouvelles choses, être au contact 
avec les gens, aider ceux-ci...Pour 
Camille, c’est une bonne manière 
de s’amuser et de contribuer à sa 
communauté, de rendre l’école plus 
attrayante. “Ce prix démontre que 
tous mes gestes fourni n’ont pas 
passé inaperçu. Il me fait gagner en 
maturité, tous mes gestes n’avaient 

dans aucun moment le but d’avoir 
un prix je le faisais, car j’aimais 
cela et que je m’amusais tout au 
long,” dit-elle. Son entourage n’a 
pas été surpris, mais tout le monde 
est très fier.

La jeune fille profite de cette 
médaille et de la voix qui lui est 
donnée pour appeler les jeunes 
(et les moins jeunes!) a donner du 
temps en tant que bénévole. Cela 
ne pouvait pas tomber plus à pic 
car en ce moment, avec la crise du 
COVID-19, beaucoup de personnes 
s’entraident et donnent de leur 
temps pour aider des personnes 
plus vulnérables. “Le bénévolat 
amène une émotion de joie dans le 
fait d’avoir aidé les gens,” explique 
la jeune étudiante. L’école peut 
sembler monotone pour beaucoup 
d’élèves, et s’impliquer dans la vie 
de celle-ci aide grandement à tisser 
des liens entre les jeunes mais aussi 
avec les adultes responsables, les 
enseignants.

En ce temps de crise sanitaire 
globale, Camille souhaite également 
passer le message suivant: “Tout va 
bien aller et bon confinement!”

Iris Delagrange

PHOTO courtoisie de Camille Vincent

Camille Vincent posant fièrement avec sa 
médaille du lieutenant-gouverneur.

“C’est maintenant qu’il faut rester 
à la maison,” appuie le Dr. Wight. 
“Nous sommes encerclés par le 
feu,” ajoute t-il. Toute personne 
allant se promener dans les régions 
voisines risque de ramener le virus 
dans la communauté. “Restez le 
plus proche de chez vous, allez 
faire toutes vos commissions en un 

seul voyage, si possible,” dit-il.

Les résidents de la Vallée ont 
toujours accès aux soins médicaux 
“réguliers” mais le processus 
a changé. Les médecins ont 
dernièrement produit un graphique 
afin d’aider les gens à prendre des 
décisions si ils pensent avoir besoin 
de soins médicaux, que ça soit en 
rapport avec le virus ou bien pour 
tout autre problème. “Tout est dans 
la prévention,” explique Wight, 
suggérant que les gens pourraient 
être hésitants à consulter en ces 
temps de pandémie. “Si vous êtes 
face à une urgence, consultez. Il n’y 
a pas lieu d’avoir peur de l’hôpital. 
Les patients qui ont une condition 
médicale particulière devraient 
consulter sans hésitation,” ajoute t-il.

Si les gens ne sont pas confortables 

à l’idée de se présenter aux urgences, 
ils peuvent téléphoner aux cliniques 
de la région et pourront parler à 
un médecin. Ce dernier aidera 
à prendre une décision éclairée. 
“Malgré le virus du COVID-19, 
les urgences médicales ont toujours 

lieu. Vous ne devriez pas avoir peur 
d’aller à l’hôpital,” dit le Dr. Wight. 
“Et vous pouvez nous appeler,” 
ajoute le Dr Bélanger, rappelant que 
les soins médicaux sont toujours 
aussi accessibles et efficaces dans 
la vallée.

suite de COVID-19 
de la page 19

GRAPHIQUE courtoisie de Dr. Catherine Bélanger
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POUR TOUS VOS BESOINS DE FENAISON SUR MESURE :
fauchage, foin sec, emballage, ballots d’ensilage, ballots carrés 3x3

DE PLUS: Application d’engrais liquide et pulvérisation d’herbicides;  
semis direct avec équipement JD

À VENDRE À LA TONNE, LIVRAISON LOCALE INCLUSE: 
luzerne et paille d’Alberta, ballots de foin sec et d’ensilage fait localement

RECHERCHÉ POUR LOCATION 
COURT- OU LONG-TERME: 

Terre cultivable pour foins – 75$ à 150$ par acre par année
Terre pour cultures fourragères (pas de maïs ou de soja) –

150$ à 250$ par acre par année
Prix à l’acre déterminé par la qualité du sol 

et si la terre est drainée

VEUILLEZ CONTACTER: 
George: 604-798-9440 (anglais seulement)
Vincent: 450-288-2676 (français seulement)

SOUTH LANE FARM INC/FERME SENTIER SUD INC ~ Hinchinbrooke QC J0S1E0

T: 450.829-4227

F: 450.829.4248

garsd@oricom.ca

1471 Route 201, Ormstown Qc

Injection - Silencieux - Freins
Suspension - Air climatisé

Lucky Harvest, un désir de survie qui ne date pas d’hier

Les temps sont durs pour beaucoup 
d’entreprises, petites ou grosses. 
Mais pour certaines, comme Lucky 
Harvest, un organisme à but non-
lucratif oeuvrant dans le domaine 
de l’équithérapie (équitation 
thérapeutique pour petits et grands) 
et située à Herdman dans la 
municipalité d’Hinchinbrooke, la 
survie est déjà, en temps normal, 
un casse-tête sans fin. Durant tout 
l’hiver, le centre, qui a été fondé en 
1992 par Patricia McGill, est fermé. 
Seuls les cavaliers courageux 
bravent le froid qui règne dans 
le manège de Lucky Harvest, en 
attendant les beaux jours. Mais les 
chevaux, eux, ne se mettent pas en 
pause de décembre à mars. Ils ne 
se mettent pas non plus en pause 
lorsqu’un virus humain fait rage 
autour de leur sanctuaire.

L’organisation abrite et utilise 
quatre chevaux, dont deux d’un âge 
vénérable (Dakota, née en 1995 et 
Star, le doyen, né en 1989) et ceux-
ci ont besoin de nourriture (foin 
bien sec et moulée) et de soins.

Il est important de noter que Lucky 
Harvest ne bénéficie d’aucune 
subvention du gouvernement 
provincial, contrairement aux 
centres se trouvant dans la province 
voisine de l’Ontario.

L’organisation, qui ne compte 
qu’une employée, Louise Lacey, 
professeure en chef, ne fonctionne 
que grâce aux leçons, aux adhésions 
annuelles et aux dons.

Chaque année, c’est la même 
bataille: les cavaliers sont de retour 
-nouveaux comme anciens- mais 
les dons en argent et en matériel 
sont plus difficiles à aller chercher. 
La vente de printemps qui devait 
avoir lieu ces jours-ci a bien sûr été 
annulée.

Lorsque nous avons joint Louise 
Lacey, qui s’apprêtait à démarrer la 
saison et à accueillir les cavaliers 
et leurs familles, s’est confiée à 
nous avec une certaine inquiétude. 
Le centre venait officiellement, au 
vu des mesures annoncées par le 
gouvernement, de fermer.

“Malheureusement, je pense que 
nous allons être les derniers à ré-
ouvrir, vu que nos leçons demandent 
un contact physique étroit et que 
nous accueillons beaucoup de 
familles et personnes venant de 
différentes régions,“ explique t-elle 
à propos de la nature même du 
centre équestre. En effet, pour les 
cavaliers les plus dépendants, trois 
personnes sont nécéssaires au bon 
déroulement d’une séance: Louise 
et deux bénévoles: un menant 

le cheval et l’autre entourant le 
cavalier, dans certains cas le tenant 
même par une ceinture spéciale.

Selon la définition de la 
Fédération Québécoise d’Équitation 
Thérapeutique (FQET), l’équitation 
thérapeutique est un terme générique 
pour désigner toutes formes 
d’activités équestres conçues à 
l’intention des personnes ayant une 
déficience et qui mettent l’accent 
sur l’apprentissage de techniques 
fonctionnelles d’équitation à des fins 
thérapeutiques. Dans ce contexte, 
le cheval tient lieu d’assistant au 
cavalier et à son instructeur et les 
aide à parvenir à leurs objectifs.

 Le centre demeurera donc 
fermé au public mais un petit 
groupe de bénévoles continuera 
de s’y rendre quotidiennement 
afin de prendre soin des chevaux, 
qui passent du temps dehors tout 
au long de l’année et dont le box 
doit être nettoyé chaque jour. 
Ceux-ci suivront scrupuleusement 
les mesures d’hygiène, ce qui 
rajoutera du travail et empêchera 
d’autres préparations en vue d’une 
réouverture possible plus tard dans 
la saison.

En conséquence, Lucky Harvest a 
besoin de bénévoles. Les résidents 
de la Vallée qui sont en bonne santé 
et n’ont pas plus de 70 ans peuvent, 
s’ils le désirent, offrirent leur 
aide. Même les adolescents, s’ils 
s’ennuient, peuvent le faire!

En ce qui concerne les problèmes 
de financement, Lucky Harvest 
demande aux familles qui paient 
leurs leçons d’avance de ne pas 
demander de remboursements tout 
de suite, sauf si nécéssaire bien 
évidemment. Les cavaliers pourront 
rattraper les leçons “perdues” 
lorsque le centre réouvrira ses 
portes.

En ce qui concerne les chevaux, 
les besoins sont assez urgents: 
“Nous achetons du bon foin sec et 
sans moisissures pour nos chevaux 
âgés mais avec la mauvaise saison 
agricole de l’automne passé et les 
prix élevés, c’est compliqué en 
ce moment.” Si vous connaissez 
quelqu’un qui est en mesure de 
faire une donation de balles de foin, 
donnez-lui le numéro de téléphone 
pour rejoindre Louise Lacey: 
514-892-0600.

 Nous sommes en temps 
de crise à cause d’un virus, oui. 

Mais ce que cette période mets en 
lumière est un système fragile dans 
lequel beaucoup d’organisations, 
souvent non-subventionnées et 
tenant debout grâce au dévouement 
de leur conseil d’administration et 
de ses fidèles bénévoles, répondent 
à des besoins essentiels mais peu 
connus et survivent déjà à peine 
en “temps normal”. Alors lorsque 
la société toute entière se retrouve 
chamboulée, comme c’est le cas 
en ce moment, ce sont peut-être 
les organisations comme Lucky 
Harvest qui ont le plus besoin 
d’aide.

“La perte de cette activité qui 

procure aux cavaliers  handicapés 
un grand sentiment de fierté et 
d’accomplissement a un grand 
impact sur les familles qui doivent 
déjà gérer des situations difficiles 
à la maison. Beaucoup de jeunes 
cavaliers ne comprennent pas  
pourquoi ils ne pourront pas voir 
leur amis à quatre pattes cette 
saison.” conclut Louise.

Pour contacter Lucky Harvest, 
faire un don ou offrir vos services 
en tant que bénévole, écrivez à 
luckyharvestproject@gmail.com  
ou allez sur la page GoFundMe de 
LH: https://www.gofundme.com/f/
lucky-harvest-equine-therapy.

Iris Delagrange

PHOTO courtoisie de Lucky Harvest

Une jeune cavalière, son assistant à quatre pattes et une bénévole du centre lors d’une leçon.

Communauté
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Avis de décès

Avis de décès

Aider la communauté avec tous vos besoins 
d’assurance depuis des générations

Véhicules automobiles / récréatifs
Fermes / Commerciale

Résidentiel
Voyage

Assurances & services financiers
1710 Chateauguay, Huntingdon 450.264.6166

1497 Rte 201, Ormstown 450.829.4266
bourgon.ca

Le Gleaner est un journal communautaire historique fondé en 1863 dans la 
vallée de Châteauguay au sud-ouest du Québec. Le Gleaner recherche un 
étudiant pour l’été 2020 qui fournira du contenu pour les pages des versions 
imprimées (qui sont publiées aux deux semaines) et en ligne. Ce poste 
de journaliste nécessitera la préparation de nouvelles, d’informations et de 
reportages en anglais et en français, ainsi que du contenu visuel (photos 
et videos) pour la distribution imprimée et numérique. Le/la candidat(e) doit 
avoir d’excellentes compétences en anglais, notamment à l’écrit, ainsi que 
la capacité de lire et de communiquer en français. Le poste débutera en mai 
et se terminera en août selon la disponibilité et est conditionnel à la réception 
par Le Gleaner d’une subvention gouvernementale (approbation en attente).

Pour plus d’infos, veuillez visiter www.le-gleaner.com 

Veuillez svp envoyer votre candidature à contact@the-gleaner.com 

Seuls les candidats retenus seront convoqués en entrevue

EMPLOI D’ÉTÉ POUR ÉTUDIANT/E

Journaliste pour les médias 

communautaires

Le défi du COVID-19 pour nos voisins les plus proches

Pendant cette crise, nous som-
mes nombreux à se soucier de nos 
voisins, notamment pour leur mon-
trer que nous sommes là pour les 
appuyer. Et cet élan est mutuel. 
Peut-être que nos voisins pourrait 

nous aider aussi. C’est dans cet es-
prit que le Gleaner a contacté deux 
de nos voisins: les Mohawk de 
Kahnawake et d’Akwesasne. 

Les résidents de Kahnawake, les 
Kahnawa’kehro:non, ont leur site 
communautaire habituel,  www.
kahnawake.com, et ils ont une 
page Facebook dédiée aux ur-
gences: Kahnawake 911, où les 
gens peuvent discuter et voir des 
vidéos quotidiennes des docteurs 

de leur communauté. Il y a, au mo-
ment d’écrire ses lignes, 13 cas à 
Kahnawake, un contraste marqué 
avec les municipalités adjascentes. 
Le plus important, c’est qu’il n’y a, 
pour le moment, aucun cas réper-
torié à l’hôpital Kateri Memorial, 
ni dans la résidences pour aînés de 
Kahnawake.

Merrick Diabo, le directeur-ad-
joint par interim de la Kahnawake 
Survival School, explique que, 
contrairement aux autres écoles de 
la province, la leur offre le tutorat 
par internet, avec les enseignants 
titulaires.   Même si ce n’est pas 
obligatoire, ils sont fiers d’avoir un 
taux de participation de 90%.

M. Diabo dit qu’ils sont fiers de 
leur action de sensibilisation aussi. 
“Les étrangers surveillent nos mis-
es à jour COVID parce qu’elles 
sont locales. Les deux zones sensi-
bles pour nous sont l’hôpital Pierre 
Boucher [et] l’hôpital Charles 
LeMoyne [tous deux à Longueuil].” 
À l’heure actuelle, ce sont ces deux 
hôpitaux qui sont désignés pour 
traiter les cas de COVID-19 dans 
toute la Montérégie. “Je travaille 
tous les jours en ligne, beaucoup de 
paperasserie, de vidéoconférenc-
es,” dit-il, admettant qu’il est “un 
peu jaloux de ceux qui sont payés 
pour être à la maison avec leur fa-
milles.”  Ce travail communautaire 
officiel, qui se déroule tout autour 
de la vallée, mérite la gratitude et 
la reconnaissance de tous.  

  Abraham Francis, l’offici-
er scientifique du Conseil de bande 
d’Akwesasne, indique que leur 
communauté est dans une situation 
similaire. À part le site internet  
www.akwesasne.ca, cette commu-
nauté a lancé une page Facebook 
(Mohawk Council of Akwesasne). 
Ils ont devancé le gouvernement 
Québécois et ont fermé leurs portes 
dès le 13 mars afin de ralentir la 
propagation du virus.

Abraham Francis explique que 
“Notre conseil a tout de suite mis 
en place des mesures de quaran-
taine pour les voyageurs, fermé 
les écoles et les résidences pour 
aînés. Nous n’avons eu qu’un cas 
et aucune complication. St-Regis 
est fermé complètement car nous 
avons une frontière en commun 
avec le St-Lawrence county dans 
l’état de NY, et leur nombre de cas 
a augmenté dramatiquement dans 
les dernières semaines.”

Ils ont également mis en place une 
service de livraison de 850 boîtes 
de nourriture gratuites par semaine 
pour les seniors, les personnes en 
quarantaine, ainsi que pour les fa-
milles avec de jeunes enfants. M. 
Francis explique qu’ils “donnent 
également des gants, des masques 
et du désinfectant à mains à nos 
résidents. Nous avons commandé 
tout cela il y a longtemps.” Meme 
s’il y a une partie a Canada et une 
plus grand aux etats-unis, tous les 
Akwesasronon (résidents d’Akwe-
sasne) peuvent accéder au territoire 
avec leur carte de résident.

C’est impressionnant, en par-
ticulier le verrouillage précoce et 
la gestion de l’offre.  Francis dit 
qu’il y a “un raisonnement à plu-
sieurs niveaux. Nous avons beau-
coup de personnes vulnérables, et 
nos aînés comptent beaucoup pour 
nous, nous voulons les protéger.”  
Lorsqu’on lui demande comment 
il va, il répond: “C’est bizarre, je 
suis tout aussi occupé, mais j’ac-
complis aussi des choses pour 
lesquelles je n’avais pas le temps 
auparavant, comme un groupe de 
lecture de la quarantaine. Mon tra-
vail apporte un soutien émotionnel 
et intellectuel; j’aime parler avec 
tout le monde.”

AVIS DE DÉCÈS
LEDUC, Jacques 

À Huntingdon, le mercredi 15 avril 2020, 
à l’âge de 73 ans, est décédé Jacques Leduc, 
époux de Jeannette Vaillancourt. Outre son 
épouse, il laisse dans le deuil ses enfants 
Sylvie (Luc Ricard), Marc (Stéphanie St-
Onge) et Stéphane (Marie-Josée Billette), 
ses petits-enfants Meagan, Chad, Louka 
et Loïk, ses frères Jean-Pierre (Colette), 
Louise ( Jacques), Robert (Carole),  Hélène 
(Bill), Richard (Lucie), France et Manon 
(Réal), plusieurs beaux-frères, belles-soeurs, 
parents et amis. En raison des circonstances, 
les rituels funéraires se tiendront à une date 
ultérieure.   Direction funéraire Rodrigue 
Montpetit et Fils, 170 rue Châteauguay, 
Huntingdon 450-264-5331. Les messages 
de sympathie peuvent être transmis au 
www.rodriguemontpetitfils.com

AVIS DE DÉCÈS
ROUGERIE, Jacques A. 

1928–2020
C’est avec une très grande tristesse que sa 
famille annonce le décès de M. Jacques A. 
Rougerie survenu le 13 avril 2020 à l’âge de 
91 ans et neuf mois, à la suite d’une longue 
maladie. Né à Paris, France, M. Rougerie  
était un résident de Hinchinbrooke 
(QC) depuis plus de 50 ans. Il laisse dans le  
deuil : son épouse Ramona (née Godbout) 
et leurs enfants – Jean-François (Rolande 
Boudreau), Daniel, Yves (Janet McCallum), 
Chantal (François Durocher), Bernard (feu 
Ann Marie Graham) et Jacques-Laurent 
(« Jacquot »). Lui survivent aussi : son 
unique sœur Josette Rougerie (feu Maurice 
Beauregard) et leur fille Martine, de France, 
plusieurs petits-enfants, un beau-frère Alfred 
Godbout de Toronto, ON, des cousins 
et amis. Vu les circonstances actuelles, la 
cérémonie d’adieux au défunt aura lieu à une 
date ultérieure. Au lieu de fleurs, des dons 
peuvent être faits à la Fondation québécoise 
pour le cancer. Direction funéraire Rodrigue 
Montpetit et Fils Inc. 170, rue Châteauguay, 
Huntingdon, Québec, J0S 1H0, 450-264-
5331 Les messages de sympathie peuvent être 
transmis au www.rodriguemontpetitfils.com

Résidence Funéraire
McGerrigle Inc. 

70 Lambton, Ormstown Qc • (450) 829-2214
www.mcgerrigle.com

Incinération
Pré-arrangements

Propriétaire: Ilse Laliberté

Holly Dressel

Traduit par Iris Delagrange

COVID-19
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Zone enfants
Trouvez les oiseaux!

(il y en a 21)

par J Schwartz

Tu auras besoin :
¼ tasse de sel
½ tasse de farine
½ tasse d’eau
Colorant alimentaire
Instructions :
1. Mélanger la farine et le sel 
dans un bol.
2. Ajouter quelques gouttes de 
colorant alimentaire à l’eau. 
Verser dans le mélange de 
farine et de sel.

3. Bien fouetter jusqu’à ce 
que les mottes se dissolvent.
* Vous pouvez ajouter plus 
ou moins d’eau selon la 
consistance que vous désirez.
* À conserver au réfrigérateur. 
Peut se conserver jusqu’à 6 
mois.

Soumis par le Centre de 
Ressources Familiales 

du Haut St-Laurent

P E I N T UU R E  FA I TT  M A I S I OO N

Les arbres et forêts par Catherine Stratford

Le mois de mai est 
désigné au Québec 
comme le mois 
des arbres et des 
forêts. Amusez-
vous en essayant 
de retrouver sur la 
grille les noms de 
ces arbres locaux. 
Les connaissez-vous 
ces arbres? Essayez 
d’identifier les 
arbres dans votre 
cour. Pour un défi 
supplementaire, 
essayez de retrouver 
le nom anglais de 
ces mêmes dans la 
grille en anglais. Il 
y a une erreur de 
correspondance, 
pouvez-vous la 
trouver? Surtout, 
n’oubliez pas de 
planter un arbre au 
mois de mai!

BOULEAU
CHENE
FRENE

NOYER
PEUPLIER

SAULE
TREMBLE

CARYER
EPINETTE

HETRE

ORME
PRUCHE
SUREAU
VINAIGRIER
CERISIER
ERABLE
MELEZE
OSTRYER
SAPIN
TILLEUL

Pouvez-vous deviner ce qui se 
passera lorsque vous mélangerez du 
bicarbonate de soude et du vinaigre ? 
Comment pouvez-vous utiliser cette 
réaction pour faire de l’art ?

1. Verser le bicarbonate de soude dans 
un grand bol ou une plaque à biscuits.

2. Ajouter quelques gouttes de 
colorant alimentaire au bicarbonate 
de soude, à différents endroits. Vous 
pouvez ajouter autant ou aussi peu de 
gouttes que vous le souhaitez !

3. Remplir une seringue ou une 
pipette de vinaigre (vous pouvez 
également utiliser une petite cuillère).

4. Ajouter des gouttes de vinaigre aux 
gouttes de colorant alimentaire. Posez 

un morceau de papier absorbant sur 
la réaction de chaque goutte pour 
la changer en art que vous pouvez 
mettre sur le réfrigérateur.

5. Qu’avez-vous remarqué quand le 
vinaigre et le bicarbonate de soude 
se sont combinés ? Partager vos 
observations avec votre famille !

• Si vous préférez, vous pouvez 
ajouter le colorant alimentaire à votre 
vinaigre au lieu de le déposer sur le 
bicarbonate de soude !

• Vous cherchez des activités 
amusantes et gratuites ? Découvrez 
Guiding @ Home à www.girlguides.ca 

Soumis par les  
1st Huntingdon Girl Guides

Créez de l’art pétillant !
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HUNTINGDON

Leonidas Deli
49 rue Chateauguay
Ouvert du lundi au samedi de 
11h00 à 19h00
Ouvert le dimanche de 15h à 19h
Menu complet disponible, à 
emporter ou à livrer
Les heures d’ouverture peuvent 
varier, appeler : (450) 264-2323

Café du Château
10 rue King
Ouvert du lundi au vendredi de 
9h00 à 14h00
Menu complet disponible, à 
emporter ou ramassage en bordure 
du rue devant Le Château
FB: Café du Château
Les heures d’ouverture peuvent 
varier, appeler:  (450) 264-3017

Huntingdon Pizza
88 rue Chateauguay
Ouvert tous les jours de 11h à 19h
Menu complet disponible, à 
emporter ou à livrer
Les heures d’ouverture peuvent 
varier, appeler : (450) 264-4445

ORMSTOWN

Express 57
22 Lambton Street
Ouvert tous les jours de 11h00 à 
14h00, et de 16h00 à 20h00
Menu complet disponible, à 
emporter ou à livrer
Pour commander d’avance ou 
pour faire livrer : (450) 829-3557

La Boutique Fermière
980 rang des Botreaux
Ouvert lundi à samedi 9h à 18h
FB: La Boutique Fermière/The 
Plats préparés, pain frais mardi et 
samedi matin
laboutiquefermiere@gmail.com

Gigzz Musique-Resto
31 rue Bridge
Livraison seulement les samedis 
dans l’après-midi – Plats préparés 
pour réchauffer au micro-ondes
FB: Gigzz Musique-Resto
(514) 217-1465

Taverne de la Ferme
24 rue Bridge
À emporter seulement, ouvert 
vendredi à dimanche de 16h à 20h 
(à partir du 1er mai)
Visitez notre page Facebook pour 
voir le menu 
FB: Taverne de la Ferme
(450) 829-2028

Tim Hortons
1410 Rte 201
Ouvert 24/7
Service au volant seulement

SAINT-ANTOINE-ABBÉ

Le Petit Resto
3900 Route 201
Ouvert tous les jours de 11h à 20h
Menu complet disponible, à 
emporter ou à livrer
Pour commander d’avance ou 
pour faire livrer : (450) 827-2040

HOWICK

Restaurant aux Pierro
1 rue Mill
Ouvert du mercredi au dimanche 
de 16h00 à 21h00
FB: Restaurant aux pierro
Menu complet disponible, à 
emporter ou à livrer
Pour commander d’avance ou 
pour faire livrer : (450) 237-0500

SAINT-CHRYSOSTOME

Quebec Pizzeria
560 Rang Notre-Dame
Ouvert tous les jours de 16h00 à 
21h00
Menu complet disponible, à 
emporter ou à livrer
Pour commander d’avance ou 
pour faire livrer : (450) 826-0763

Bravo Pizzeria
525, Rue Notre Dame
Ouvert du mardi au dimanche de 
16h00 à 21h00
Menu complet disponible, à 
emporter seulement
Pour commander d’avance :  
(450) 826-4797

SAINT-MARTINE

Pizza Palermo
250 Rue Saint-Joseph
Ouvert tous les jours de 11h à 22h
Menu complet disponible, à 
emporter ou à livrer
FB: Pizza Palermo
Les heures d’ouverture peuvent 
varier, appeler : (450) 498-3030 

Le Regianno
333 Rue Saint-Joseph
Ouvert du mardi au dimanche 
16h00 à 20h00
Menu complet disponible, à 
emporter seulement
FB: Restaurant Le Reggiano
Les heures d’ouverture peuvent 
varier, appeler : (450) 427-2333
SAINTE-CLOTILDE

Pataterie DC
341 Montée Hope
Ouvert tous les jours de 11h à 20h
Menu complet disponible, à 
emporter ou à livrer (Howick, 
Hemmingford, Saint-Chrysostome, 
etc.)
FB: Pataterie DC
Pour commander d’avance ou 
pour faire livrer : (450) 826-0407

HEMMINGFORD

Le Café Hemmingford
475 Rue Frontière
Ouvert tous les jours de 9h à 15h
Visitez notre page Facebook pour 
voir le menu
FB: Le Café Hemmingford
Plats préparés, surgelés, à 
emporter ou à livrer
Pour les repas chauds, commandez 
à l’avance : (450) 247-0009

Tim Hortons
638 Route 219
Ouvert tous les jours de 5h à 22h
Service au volant seulement

GUIDE DES RESTAURANTS DE LA VALLÉE DE LA CHÂTEAUGUAY : 
OÙ PUIS-JE TROUVER DES METS POUR EMPORTER?

L’arrivée des travailleurs agricoles étrangers 

au Québec : rien de moins certain

Le printemps relativement sec a 
permis aux agriculteurs de se rendre 
sur leurs champs dans certains coins 
du Haut-Saint-Laurent, toutefois, 
la pandémie du COVID-19 et 
l’effet d’entraînement qu’elle a eu 
sur l’ensemble de la population 
mondiale signifie que l’arrivée des 
travailleurs agricoles étrangers sera 
retardée, s’ils arrivent.

«Sur mes 12 travailleurs, il n’y 
en a actuellement qu’un seul sur la 
liste des Mexicains disponibles pour 
voyager», dit Laurie-Ann Prevost, la 
propriétaire des Vergers Rockburn à 
Hinchinbrooke. Pour compliquer la 
situation, le seul employé autorisé à 
prendre l’avion ne peut arriver qu’en 
septembre, selon son visa de travail. 
Les deux employés qui arrivent 
normalement en mai pour aider à 
tailler les pommiers ne sont pas 
sur la liste actuelle, et une nouvelle 
liste ne devrait pas être publiée par 
FERME (l’organisation qui gère 
le recrutement des travailleurs 
étrangers agricoles au Québec) avant 

la première semaine de Mai.

Selon FERME, les agriculteurs 
vont devoir faire face à une bonne 
dose d’incertitude ce printemps, 
car il est très peu probable que tous 
les travailleurs étrangers puissent 
venir. “Tout est plus compliqué et 
plus complexe”, indique une mise à 
jour envoyée par l’organisation aux 
agriculteurs québécois le 15 avril. 
Par exemple, les travailleurs ne 
peuvent arriver au Canada qu’à bord 
un avion nolisé car les aéroports 
sont actuellement fermés aux vols 
commerciaux internationaux. 
Les travailleurs doivent avoir 
l’autorisation de leur pays d’origine 
à voyager, et leur santé doit être 
surveillée tout au long du processus, 
du départ jusqu’à l’arrivée. Tous les 
travailleurs recevront des vêtements 
de protection et seront dans 
l’obligation de porter un masque 
à bord de l’avion. À leur l’arrivée, 
tous les travailleurs seront tenus de 
se mettre en quarantaine pendant 
deux semaines, tout en pratiquant la 
distanciation sociale.

Amy Tolhurst, de Tolhurst Farms à 
Howick, attend ses deux ouvriers du 

Guatemala cette semaine mais n’ont 
aucune garantie que leur vol ne sera 
pas retardé ou reprogrammé. Elle 
dit  avoir contacté les travailleurs 
pour demander des listes d’épicerie 
pour approvisionner la maison où 
les deux feront leur quarantaine dès 
leur arrivée de l’aéroport en bus 
nolisé. “Il est très clair aussi que 
nous devrons surveiller leur santé”, 
déclare Mme. Tolhurst, ajoutant 
qu’elle doit tenir un registre que les 
travailleurs devront signer à tous les 
jours. La ferme et ses travailleurs 
seront également surveillés “par 
tous les niveaux d’autorité” du 
gouvernement, de la santé publique 
et de la Sûreté du Québec.

“L’avenir du programme est en 
jeu”, prévient FERME dans ses 
communications, indiquant que 
les producteurs qui ne respectent 
pas la période de quarantaine 
obligatoire ainsi que les protocoles 
de distanciation sociale seront puni 
et que le programme pourrait être 
annulé. “L’ensemble de la chaîne 
d’approvisionnement alimentaire 
serait affectée si cela devait arriver”, 
précise Tolhurst.

Le gouvernement provincial a 
récemment annoncé un financement 
de 1 500 dollars par travailleur 
agricole étranger pour couvrir 
les salaires pendant la période de 
quarantaine de deux semaines, ainsi 
que d’autres mesures pour inciter les 
Québécois à aller travailler dans les 
champs cet été.

Sarah Rennie

Traduit par Ian Ward

PHOTO Lianne Finnie

Un panneau dans la Vallée rappelle à tous 
que les agriculteurs sont essentiels à la 
chaîne d’approvisionnement alimentaire. 

COVID-19
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Mary Ducharme recognized for 

contribution to Anglo heritage

Mary Ducharme of Archives 
Hemmingford has been unanimous-
ly selected by the Quebec Anglo 
Heritage Network (QAHN) as the 
recipient of the Marion Phelps 
Award for 2020. The prestigious 

award is presented annually by the 
QAHN in recognition of outstand-
ing long-term contributions by an 
individual to the preservation and 
promotion of Anglophone heritage 
in the province. The award was to 
have been presented during the an-
nual convention in June; however, 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the event will now take place in 
Lennoxville on Nov. 14. 

Ducharme first moved to 
Hemmingford in 2001, and by 
2005 had been introduced to 
the Archives, which was going 
through a difficult period. She was 
quickly named chair, and over 
the years she spearheaded efforts 
that saw the Archives flourish, 
moving from its original loca-
tion in the Hemmingford Town 
Hall basement, to the library at 
Hemmingford Elementary School, 
and eventually to its recently com-
pletely renovated location. Last 
year, Ducharme was forced to 
withdraw from the Archives due 
to her health. Her contribution to 
the Valley is undeniable, and this 
award honouring her is very much 
deserved. 

PHOTO Courtesy of Archives Hemmingford

Mary Ducharme, a Hemmingford resident and 
the longtime chair of Archives Hemmingford, 
will be presented with the QAHN Marion Phelps 
Award in November. 

Helping hands and good deeds connect Valley

We are a community of exceptional 
people in the Chateauguay Valley, 
and when something like a global 
pandemic breaks out, there are those 
that simply go the extra mile to 
remind us how lucky we all are to 
be living here. From social media 
accounts designed to seek out those 
in need, to the production of a small 
token of hope or the sharing of skills, 
the COVID-19 crisis has brought 
several stories to light of generosity, 
selflessness, and caring. Here are just 
a few. 

Valley Neighbours Helping 

Neighbours

Taking the concept of a social 
network to new heights, locals 
Chantal Hortop and Brandon Borland 
launched the Facebook group Valley 
Neighbours Helping Neighbours on 
March 18 with the goal of sharing 
and organizing community resources 
in response to COVID-19. The 
page welcomes requests for aid or 
support and allows members to share 
opportunities and any events that 
may be helpful to the community. 

“Chantal set up this platform 
and people kind of made it what 
they need,” says Borland, of the 
just under 300 group members and 
the evolution of the page. “In the 
beginning we were contacted by 
people who really did need help,” 
he notes, explaining they are now 
helping about eight to 10 people in a 
regular way. For example, he says, a 
Dewittville resident’s family member 
who lives outside the region reached 
out to request that someone check in 
on her brother and his young family. 
A single post to the group about the 
need for some groceries quickly 
raised several hundred dollars and 
they were able to supply grocery gift 
cards, and even all the makings for a 
13th birthday pizza party. 

Another example of the group’s 
work involves a local resident on a 
respirator “who can’t get sick,” says 
Borland. She reached out and he 
has been helping her with groceries 
ever since, even going so far as to 
convince the owner of the local IGA 
in Huntingdon to allow him to buy 
the entire stock of low acid orange 
juice despite limits on purchasing, 
as this is the only juice she is able to 
drink and it was being discontinued. 
“It means a lot to these people,” 
Borland says, noting that without 
the safety network provided by the 
Facebook group, “they would be 
having a tough time.” 

He suggests, “Everybody is 
looking for a way to help, they just 
don’t know how. Some people have 

time, others don’t, but they all want 
to help.” He personally credits having 
been influenced by his family’s 
involvement in the church as well as 
4-H for his desire to become involved 
with the community. “You just feel 
like you have to,” he says with a 
laugh. “You just want to do it, to get 
it done.” And certainly, this group 
is getting it done for its followers, 
and for the grassroots community of 
helpers it has brought together. 

‘We are all in this together’

For Jesse Roskies of The Valley 
Workshop, a woodworking 
boutique specializing in custom-
made products, the government-
imposed public health measures 
meant shuttering his storefront in 
Ormstown to the public. “I decided 
to do the only thing I could,” he says 
of the small pin he designed with the 
words “We are all in this together” 
inset in the shape and colours of the 
Canadian flag. “I had been wracking 
my brain to find something that I 
could offer the community to band 
together,” says Roskies, who has now 
created and given away over 800 of 
these pins from outside his shop on 
Lambton Street in Ormstown. 

The pins are so popular they have 
been mailed across the country by 
local residents, and he has even sent an 
envelope full to Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau with a letter thanking him 
for his work through the pandemic. 
“As insignificant as a piece of plastic 
is – it is something,” Roskies says, 
suggesting people thank him on a 
daily basis as he restocks his display 
table. “It is very much reflective of the 
sense of community the design of the 
pin was meant to encompass,” he says.

Masks for everyone

For Huntingdon resident Christina 
Fasoula, the shortage of masks was 
also a concern. “I thought there 
was a need for masks, and I had 
material,” she says, noting her first 
thought was for her neighbours. An 
accomplished weaver, she hauled 

out her vintage sewing machine and 
found a pattern online for face masks 
made of cotton with a bonded or 
non-woven fabric centre. Soon word 
got around that she was producing 
masks and she has not stopped since. 
Each mask takes around an hour to 
make. She has delivered some to the 
Residence-Elle shelter and several 
local businesses, donating them 
especially to those who work closely 
with people. 

And now, as the Centres for 
Disease Control in the United 
States and more recently the Chief 
Public Health Officer of Canada, Dr. 
Theresa Tam, have publicly advised 
wearing masks as a way of reducing 
the spread of the virus, she has more 
requests than she can fill as a mom 
to young children now home from 
school who is sewing in her spare 
time. 

“Right now, we all feel powerless,” 
Fasoula says, suggesting that the 
ability to comfort someone by offering 
them a face mask is empowering. She 
photographs and posts the images all 
of the masks she creates to her social 
media account as each one is created 
with someone specific in mind. Her 
timeline now serves as a colourful 
reminder of this time and of her 
exceptional dedication to the people 
of this region.

Sarah Rennie

PHOTO Courtesy of The Valley Workshop

Jesse Roskies of The Valley Workshop in Ormstown has been giving away pins from outside 
his Ormstown storefront.
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Lucky Harvest needs community support more than ever

Times are hard for many businesses, 
big and small. But for some, such as 
the Lucky Harvest Project, a non-
profit organization working in the 
field of equine therapy (therapeutic 
horseback riding for young and old), 
survival was already an endless puzzle 
even under normal circumstances. 

Located in Herdman in the 
municipality of Hinchinbrooke since 

its founding in 1992 by Patricia 
McGill, the centre closes in the winter. 
Only the hardiest riders brave the cold 
weather in Lucky Harvest’s riding 
arena while waiting for the good 
weather. But the horses do not take a 
break from December to March, nor 
do they go on ‘pause’ when a human 
virus rages outside their sanctuary.

The organization shelters and 
uses four horses, and they all need 
care and food. Lucky Harvest 
does not receive any grants from 

the provincial government, unlike 
centres in neighbouring Ontario. The 
organization, which has only one 
staff member, head teacher Louise 
Lacey, operates solely on lessons, 
annual memberships and donations. 
This year, donations of money and 
equipment are even harder than usual 
to come by. The annual spring sale 
that was supposed to take place has 
of course been cancelled.

When we reached Lacey, who had 
been preparing to start the season and 
welcome the riders and their families, 
she told us that in light of the measures 
announced by the government, the 
centre had just officially closed.

“Unfortunately, I think we will be 
the last to reopen [compared with 
other riding centres], as our lessons 
require close physical contact and we 
welcome many families and people 
from different regions,” she explained. 
Indeed, for the most dependent riders, 
three people are needed for a session 
to run smoothly: Lacey and two 
volunteers — one leading the horse 
and the other attending to the rider, 
in some cases even holding him or 
her by a special belt to ensure their 
security.

The centre will therefore remain 
closed to the public, but a small 

group of volunteers will continue 
to visit the centre on a daily basis to 
care for the horses, whose stalls need 
to be cleaned daily. These volunteers 
will follow strict hygiene measures, 
which will add work and hinder 
further preparations for a possible 
reopening later in the season. As a 
result, Lucky Harvest needs more 
volunteers. Valley residents who are 
healthy and less than 70 years of age 
can offer their help. 

With respect to funding issues, 
Lucky Harvest asks families who have 
paid for their lessons in advance not 
to ask for refunds right away, unless, 
of course, it is necessary. Riders will 
be able to make up for “lost” lessons 
when the centre reopens.

As to the horses, the needs are quite 
urgent: “We buy good, dry, mould-
free hay for our older horses, but with 
last fall’s bad farming season and 
high prices, it’s complicated at the 
moment.” If you know someone who 
is able to donate hay bales, have them 
call Louise Lacey at 514-892-0600.

To contact Lucky Harvest, make 
a donation or volunteer, send an 
email to luckyharvestproject@
gmail.com or go to its GoFundMe 
page, https://www.gofundme.com/f/
lucky-harvest-equine-therapy.

Iris Delagrange

Translated by The Gleaner

CVR grad benefits from mentorship at Quebec Court 

This winter Anna Kiraly, a 2012 
CVR grad, was one of seven 
Concordia University students 
invited to take part in a mentorship 
project at the Quebec Superior 
Court. This pilot program marks 
the first time that students from 
Concordia’s department of history 
have been invited into the court 
to view the inner workings of 
our justice system. Kiraly, who 
is currently finishing her honours 
BA in religion with a minor in 
history and another minor in law 
and society, was excited to have 
the opportunity. Concordia’s new 
three-year experiential learning 
program aims to have a new 
group of students participating 
every semester. Though it’s now 
unfortunately cut short due to the 
recent COVID-19 school closures, 
Kiraly described her experience 
thus far as “very eye-opening.”

In January, Anna and her 
peers spent a day at the Quebec 
Court learning how it functions 
logistically and what a day in the 
life of a judge really looks like. The 
members of the group had a guided 
tour of the court and were able to 

sit in on a couple of criminal trials 
that were underway. At the end 
of orientation, each student was 
assigned to a judge. Kiraly elected 
to shadow civil law judge Stéphane 
Davignon.  She explains her 
choice of mentor: “All of my peers 
flocked at the chance to shadow a 
criminal law judge, but I chose 
to remain in the civil sector, and 
I have been pleasantly surprised. 
While criminal law is fascinating, 
it is only representative of unique 
instances in the human experience 
whereas civil law applies to 
everything we do every single day. 
Whether we realize it or not, the 
civil law shapes how each of us 
interacts with the world around 
us.”

The theme given to this past 
semester’s program was “access to 
justice.” Eric Reiter, the program 
director and an associate professor 
of history and law and society, 
explained in a Concordia press 
release: “Students will see how the 
Court of Quebec is addressing this 
issue and will speak with judges, 
lawyers and court personnel 
in order to gain a detailed 
understanding of how the legal 
system is meeting the challenges 
of the 21st century.”

When asked how this theme 
resonates with her, Kiraly 
explained, “I think access to 
justice means an equal opportunity 
for everyone to not only be able to 
use the justice system but also to 
be able to understand it and feel as 
though the law reflects their needs. 
When discussing this issue, I can’t 
help but think of the Valley; as 
an isolated rural community, the 
ability to pursue legal issues is 
limited and it is likely that most 
people simply wouldn’t know 
where to start even if they tried.” 

She also reflected on learning 
about the inner workings of the 
court and about the daily flux of 
a civil law judge. She discovered 
that, as a general rule, the court 
really encourages people to find 
alternative ways of solving their 
legal issues (whether it be through 
settlement conferences or some 
other form), so that civil cases 
often don’t make it before a judge 
in an “official” courtroom sense. 

In the future, Kiraly plans 
to attend law school with the 
aim of better understanding the 
connections between law and 
religion that survive in Canada 
today. With an undergrad degree 

in religion and history, she hopes 
to participate in fostering greater 
understanding between cultural 
groups through dialogue, program 
reform, and advocacy for social 
justice. “I think that the most 
important aspect of access to justice 
is having everyone who makes 
up Canadian society represented 
within the legal sphere,” Kiraly 
says.

Emily Southwood

PHOTO Alyson Champ 

Anna Kiraly was one of seven Concordia stu-
dents selected for the program.
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OBITUARY
GOODALL , Jean Grace (née Cullen)

1928–2020
Sadly, the family of Jean Goodall announce 
her passing on April 7, 2020 at the age of 
91. Born on August 18, 1928, she was the 
daughter of James and Grace Cullen. She 
was predeceased by her husband of forty-
nine years, Hugh Goodall (1925-1998).  
She is survived by one of nine siblings, her 
dearly loved sister, Ethel Thompson.
Jean was also predeceased by her oldest 
son, David, in 1991. She will be forever 
remembered by her remaining children, 
Alan ( June), Deborah (Brent), and Amy 
(Kenneth), as well as eight grandchildren 
and seven great-grandchildren, and a 
large extended family, who were all very 
important to her. 
A lifelong and proud resident of Allan’s 
Corners, Jean was a loving wife and mother 
who was devoted to selflessly supporting her 
friends and family.  She had deep faith, was 
an avid baker, excelled in the art of knitting, 
and always enjoyed a good card game. 
Our sincere gratitude goes to all healthcare 
workers who assisted in her well-being. In 
her memory, donations to a charity of your 
choice would be appreciated. A celebration 
of her life will be arranged at a later date.

Arrangements entrusted to McGerrigle 
Funeral Home Inc., Ormstown. 

www.mcgerrigle.com

OBITUARY

ROSEVEAR, William Medden (Bill)

William (Bill) Medden Rosevear passed 
away peacefully on Friday April 3, 2020 
at the Florentine Residence in Merritt, 
B.C. Bill Rosevear, 90 years of age, is 
survived by his wife Dolores (Rowell) of 
64 years, his son Jim (Marie), daughter 
Linda (Dave) and daughter-in-law Vonda 
(Greg). He was predeceased by his son 
Kenneth (2009).  He is also survived by six 
grandchildren, four greatgrandchildren, 
nieces, nephews, cousins and friends. Bill 
was born in Hinchinbrooke, Quebec in 
1930, to the late Ernest and Gertrude 
(Middlemiss) Rosevear and is predeceased 
by his brothers Merrill Thomas (1987) 
and Albert Ernest (2004).

Funeral arrangements entrusted to the 
Merritt Funeral Chapel.

OBITUARY
ARTHUR, Sandra (SMULDERS)

1946-2020
Passed away at the Anna Laberge Hospital, 
Châteauguay  on Friday, April 10, 2020 
at the age of 73 years, daughter of the late 
Joseph Arthur and the late Jessie Frier.  
Sandra is survived by her sisters Jean (André 
Noël) and Fay (late Jacques Cartier), nieces, 
nephews, relatives and friends.  She was 
predeceased by her brothers James and 
Wellington.  Sandra was a dedicated teacher 
who was always passionate about the well-
being of her students. 
A celebration of her life and burial will 
take place at a later date due to the present 
circumstances.  In her memory, donations 
to a charity of your choice would be 
appreciated.

Arrangements entrusted to McGerrigle 
Funeral Home Inc., Ormstown. 

www.mcgerrigle.com

OBITUARY
QUESNEL, Rodrigue 

In Montreal, on Sunday, April 12, 2020, 
Mr. Rodrigue Raoul Quesnel passed 
away at the age of 94. Beloved husband 
of late Carmen Quesnel nee Caza, he 
leaves to mourn his daughter Claude, his 
sons Marc and Julien (Sylvie Laperle), his 
grandchildren Nadia, Pascal, Philippe 
(Tran Lam), Marie-Eve (François-Martin 
Guillotte) and Olivier (Andréanne 
Bolduc), his great granddaughters 
Florence, Sofia, Léonie, Chloé and Adèle, 
his sisters-in-law Ann Margaret Crawford 
(late Renaud Caza), Linda Chrétien (late 
Yves Caza) et Camille Caza (Fernand 
Cyr) as well as many nephews, nieces, 
relatives and friends.  He is predeceased 
by his sisters Irène (late Henri Tremblay) 
and Mariette (late Fernand Mailloux). 
Due to the present circumstances, the 
funeral services will be held at a later date.  
Donations to Québec Lung Association 
would be appreciated by the family.  
Funeral entrusted to Rodrigue Montpetit 
& Fils, 1580 Route 132, Saint-Anicet. 
Online condolences and tributes may be 
made at www.rodriguemontpetitfils.com

Died OBITUARY

HELM, Mildred (nee Rennie)

Passed away in Huntingdon, on Thursday 
April 16, 2020, Mrs. Millie Helm nee 
Rennie, aged 76 years. Beloved wife of the 
late Lynden Helm. Survived by her loving 
sons Robert (Dominique Guérin) and 
Mike (Claudine Paquette),  her cherished 
grandchildren David, Cassie, Asher, Emma 
and Leah also by many  beloved relatives and 
friends. Due to the present circumstances, 
the funeral services will be held at a later 
date.  Donations to the Huntingdon 
Anglican Church or to the Aidants naturels 
du Haut St-Laurent, 23A, Ste-Anne, St-
Chrysostome, Quebec, J0S 1R0 would 
be appreciated by the family. Funeral 
entrusted to Rodrigue Montpetit et Fils 
Inc. 170 Chateauguay Street, Huntingdon, 
Quebec, J0S 1H0 450-264-5331. Online 
condolences and tributes may be made at 
www.rodriguemontpetitfils.com.

OBITUARY
ROUGERIE, Jacques A. 

1928–2020
It’s with great sadness that his family reports 
the death of Jacques A. Rougerie on April 
13 2020 at the age of 91 years and nine 
months, following a lengthy illness. Born in 
Paris, France, Mr. Rougerie was a resident 
of Hinchinbrooke (QC) for over 50 years. 
He leaves to mourn: his wife Ramona 
Godbout, their children: Jean-François 
(Rolande Boudreau), Daniel, Yves ( Janet 
McCallum), Chantal (François Durocher), 
Bernard (the late Ann-Marie Graham) and 
Jacques-Laurent (“Jacquot”). He is also 
survived by his only sister Josette Rougerie 
(the late Maurice Beauregard) and their 
daughter Martine, all from France, many 
grandchildren, a brother-in-law Alfred 
Godbout from Toronto, ON, cousins and 
friends. Due to the present conditions, a 
celebration of Jacques’ life will take place 
at a later date. In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to the Quebec Cancer Society.  
Funeral entrusted to Rodrigue Montpetit 
et Fils Inc. 170 Chateauguay Street, 
Huntingdon, Quebec, J0S 1H0, 450-264-
5331. www.rodriguemontpetitfils.com.

OBITUARY

LECLAIRE, Grace 

Entered into rest at the Brockville General 
Hospital, Charles Street Site on Monday 
April 6, 2020.  Grace Elizabeth Leclaire 
of Brockville aged 82 years. Beloved 
wife of 58 years to Murray Leclaire, dear 
mother of Lauranna Dowdall (Chuck) 
of Kingston and Beth Stewart (Chris) of 
Port Perry. Proud grandmother of Wesley 
Stewart. Grace is also survived by her step-
mother Patricia Harkness, her brother-in-
law Bob McClenaghan, sisters-in-law Joan 
MacDonald, Sandra Rankin (Art) and 
Errolyn Rennie as well as numerous nieces, 
nephews and their families. Predeceased 
by her daughter Elizabeth, her sister Lois 
McClenaghan, her parents Walter and 
Annie Harkness, in-laws Luella Murphy 
( Jim), Clifford Leclaire (Mary), Jack 
Barrington (Betty), Gerald MacDonald, 
Rodney Barrington (Bonnie), Bernice 
Dumas (Florian), James Barrington and 
Bill Rennie. 
By request, cremation has taken place, 
Barclay Funeral Home, 137 Pearl Street 
East, Brockville entrusted with the 
arrangements.  In memory of Grace, 
donations to Maple View Lodge, Athens 
would be appreciated by the family. 
Messages of condolence may be made 
online at www.barclayfuneralhome.com.

613-342-2792

OBITUARY
TEMPLETON, Marjorie (née Hooker) 

1924-2020
Peacefully at the Barrie Memorial Hospital, 
Ormstown, QC on Saturday, April 18, 
2020, wife of the late Douglas R.W. 
Templeton. Survived by her children 
Carolyn (Lachlan Cameron), Ralph (Debbi 
Hollett) and Roy (Lynn McWhinnie), 10 
grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren. 
She will be greatly missed by her sister Ruth 
Tannahill, sisters-in-law Jean Templeton 
and Jean Furcall, nieces and nephews, 
neighbours and friends. Predeceased by her 
son Lorne, brother Bill and sister Dorothy. 
Many thanks to the staff at the Résidence 
Ormstown and at the emergency-room of 
the BMH. The burial will be private and 
a celebration of her life will be held at a 
later date due to circumstances. Donations 
in Marjorie’s memory may be made to the 
Women’s Auxiliary of the Barrie Memorial 
Hospital, 28 Gale St., Ormstown, QC J0S 
1K0. Her lifelong motto was “A job worth 
doing is worth doing right.”

Arrangements entrusted to McGerrigle 
Funeral Home Inc., Ormstown    

www.mcgerrigle.com
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HERITAGE

Thank you to all those essential 
workers who are carrying on 

to keep us all safe and supplied 
through these challenging times.

Thank you also to everyone who 
is respecting social distancing and 

staying home!

We’re all in this together!


