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One-ton-plus Bryson pumpkin sets Canadian record

Jim Bryson and his daughter 
Kelsey have grown a pumpkin that 
recently set a Canadian record. 
The pumpkin weighed in at the 
Woodbridge Fall Fair in Ontario on 
October 9, and it was the first time 
in Canada that a pumpkin weighed 
over 2000 pounds. The Brysons have 
been growing giant gourds for over a 
decade, working as a father-daughter 
team and setting many records in 
their time, such as a previous world 
record in 2011. Their pumpkins are 
legendary.

The quest started when Bryson’s 
cousin gifted him a pumpkin seed, 
which he planted just for fun. That 
first year, he grew a 600-pound 
pumpkin – and he was hooked. The 
second year, he grew two 900-pound 
pumpkins. In his third year (2010), 
Kelsey joined in the pumpkin-
growing fun, and they grew a 
1600-pound gourd together.

It was a huge moment for the team 
when their entry broke the Canadian 
record for the heaviest pumpkin. 
Neither one of them were expecting 
this outcome. Bryson explains that 
they “had been to a weigh-in the 
week earlier, and the pumpkin we had 
there was actually a couple inches 
bigger than the one we had with us, 
[but] it was over a hundred pounds 
lighter than what it should have been. 
I was just hoping we wouldn’t go 
light again.”

While the record-breaking 
pumpkin was being weighed, there 
were people stepping on and off the 
scale to adjust it to get a fair weight. 
Kelsey saw the final number on the 
scale’s display before it was called 
by the judge and convinced herself 
that there must have been someone 
still on the scale. When the number 
was announced as 2006.5 pounds 
(over 910 kilograms), she says, “I 
accidentally almost pushed my dad 

for weigh-offs. Sometimes they 
are the only people representing 
our region of Quebec, or even the 
province itself. Kelsey says, “For us, 
it’s not so much where we’re from, 
but it’s more exciting just being 
a part of another community and 
[then] coming back to Ormstown 
and sharing that victory with our 
community.”

There is no secret formula for 
growing giant pumpkins, but both 
Brysons emphasize how important 
it is to grow them without tilling. 
Kelsey explains that tilling the soil 
for pumpkins can be detrimental: 
“It’s kind of like you’re creating an 

earthquake in the soil, and all of the 
living creatures that could be helping 
your pumpkin kind of scatter away.” 
She also mentions that pumpkins 
are a cover crop, and Bryson adds 
that they’re all organic which is 
less expensive but more difficult to 
manage.

The two agree that working 
together with the pumpkins over 
the past 11 years has been a great 
bonding experience. They say they 
have both learned so much in the 
process, and state that without the 
shared giant pumpkin quest their 
relationship might not be as close as 
it is now.

over because I was in shock… My 
dad and I started tearing up, and 
everyone was congratulating us – it 
was crazy!” Her father agrees that 
the moment felt absolutely amazing.

The Brysons have tried growing 
other types of giant produce as well. 
“We had a sunflower head that was 
around 20 inches, and a tomato that 
was six pounds, but I’ve kind of given 
that up to do pumpkins,” says Bryson. 
At the Woodbridge weigh-off, the 
team had also entered sunflowers in 
two different categories; however, 
Kelsey mentions that the results of 
those contests were overshadowed. 
“I think we won the sunflower head 
[class] this weekend, but we were so 
focused on the pumpkin that I don’t 
even know. [The sunflower] was 21 
inches (53.3 centimetres) from one 
petal to the other across. And our tall 
sunflower was 199 inches (5 metres) 
tall, which is pretty small for us.”

The two often travel to Ontario 

Callan Forrester

PHOTO courtesy of Kelsey Bryson

Jim and Kelsey Bryson’s giant pumpkin tipped the scales at more than 2000 lbs at Woodbridge Fair earlier this month. 
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This and That in Town

Community calendar
Tuesday, November 9: CVR 
Educational Foundation AGM in the audi-
torium at CVR at 9 a.m. COVID vaccina-
tion passport required. RSVP by email at 
cvredfoundation@gmail.com or by phone 
at 438-862-9588.

Every Tuesday: MWCN Walk n’ Talk 
from 10 to 11 a.m. Looking for some out-
door exercise and socializing?  Come meet 
us at the gazebo in the Prince-Arthur Park 
in Huntingdon every Tuesday morning – 
walk for an hour and catch up with one 
another. Everyone is welcome.

Every Tuesday: MWCN Tablet Training 
from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Wellness Centre. 
The MWCN is available for community 
members to bring in their tablets and/or 
laptops for tech support.  All skill levels 
welcomed. Tablets also available to lend, 
to help get you started.

Every Wednesday until Oct. 
20: The Huntingdon County Farmers’ 
Market will take place from 3-6 p.m. 
at Huntingdon’s Prince-Arthur Park (on 
Dalhousie Street between Wellington and 
King Streets).

Every Wednesday: MWCN Conver-
sation Café from 10 a.m. to noon. Come join 
us for some coffee, snacks and great con-
versation. Event takes place at the Wellness 
Centre at 72 Dalhousie Street, suite 201, in 
Huntingdon. For more info call 450-264-3596.

Every Wednesday: MWCN Card/
Board Games from 1 to 3 p.m. Come join us 
for some fun and socializing at our Wellness 
Center in Huntingdon. Bring along your fa-
vourite board game if you have one.
Every Wednesday starting 
October 20: MWCN Dance Party from 
1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Come and enjoy some 
exercise and share some laughs, all while 
listening to your favourite tunes. Public 
health guidelines will be followed.
Every Thursday: MWCN’s A Trip 
Through Time from 10 a.m. to noon. Elliott 
Arthur takes us on a trip through time to 
another place in the world. Join us to learn 
about history and culture of new locations 
followed by a discussion period. This activ-
ity is available on Zoom or in person at the 
Wellness Centre. 
Every Thursday: MWCN BINGO from 
1 to 3 p.m. Come join us at the MWCN 
Wellness Center for an afternoon of BINGO 
with friends. Everyone is welcome. 
If you would like to submit an 
event for our community calen-
dar, please go to the-gleaner.
com/events-calendar/commu-
nity/add/, or call Chantal at 844-
450-5055 – events must be sub-
mitted by the Friday prior to the 
desired Gleaner publication date 
(note that the newspaper is only 
published every two weeks).

147 Chateauguay, Huntingdon

(450) 264-5321 | www.cjkyle.com
C.J. Kyle Ltd.

sales | parts | service
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Insurance & Financial Services
Farm, Residential, Auto/Recreational Vehicles, Travel

1710 Chateauguay, Huntingdon 450.264.6166 • 1497 Rte 201, Ormstown 450.829.4266
bourgon.ca

With years of experience in residential insurance, we offer the solutions  
you need to cover your home and belongings.

Serving homeowners, co-owners, and tenants, we are here to answer your questions  
and demystify the terms and clauses of insurance contracts. Factors that influence the 
cost of home insurance include location, year of construction, rebuilding cost, type  
of heating system, a pool or spa, an alarm system, your claim history, if professional  
or commercial activities are practiced on the premises, your occupation/profession  

and credit rating. We evaluate these factors to get the coverage you need.

Repair work begins  

on Tremblay Bridge

Repairs to the Tremblay Bridge 
on the Rang des Savary over Brandy 
Creek in Franklin will begin on 
October 18 and last until the end of 
November. The work will mean the 
complete closure of the Rang des 
Savary between Montée Gervais 
and Route 201 for the duration of 
the construction. During this time, 
drivers can take Montée Gervais, 
Route 209, Route 201 and Rue 
de l’Église. Local traffic will be 
allowed on either side of the bridge. 
Construction may be modified due 
to operational constraints or weather 
conditions. To keep up with any 
changes, go to Quebec 511 online.
Influenza vaccination clinics

With November approaching, 
influenza vaccination clinics will 
begin in the area. There will be three 
locations in the Haut-Saint-Laurent 
where folks can get their flu shots: 
November 9-11 at the Huntingdon 
Legion; November 16-18 at the 
Ormstown Recreation Center; and 
November 30 and December 1-2 
in Saint-Chrysostome at the Centre 
Culturel. To make an appointment 
at any of these clinics, call Clic 
Santé at 1-877-817-5279, or book 

your appointment online at www.
clicsante.ca.

Hemmingford Legion BBQ 

chicken dinner

Mark your calendar for Saturday, 
October 30, as the Hemmingford 
Legion will be cooking a chicken 
dinner. To reserve yours, call Lise 
Brown at 514-705-2192 by Friday, 
October 29. The meal consists of 
a large half-chicken, baked potato, 
gravy, coleslaw, dinner roll, and 
dessert. Donation of $17 requested. 
Pick-up will be from 5 to 6 p.m. 
at the Legion Hall at 486 Rue 
Champlain.

Saint-Louis-de-Gonzague  
Fall Festival

The municipality of St-Louis-de-
Gonzague will be holding a Fall 
Festival on Saturday, October 23 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. There will be 
a barbeque, classic fair games, and 
animation by Rufus the Dinosaur. 
Activities will be taking place at 
Bosquet Park behind the church. 
Vaccine passports will be requested 
upon arrival.

Ormstown pumpkin  
decorating contest

Are you creative and do you 
like a challenge? To celebrate 

Halloween, the Municipality 
of Ormstown invites residents 
to participate in their “Décore 
ta citrouille” contest. Folks of 
all ages are invited to sculpt, 
dig, decorate, paint, or engrave 
a pumpkin however you chose 
to decorate it. To participate, 
share a photo of your decorated 
pumpkin in the comment section 
of the original Facebook post 
announcing the contest on the 
Ormstown Municipality Facebook 
page. Give your creation a title 
and list the materials you used to 
craft it. You can also send your 
submission photos to adj.com@
ormstown.ca. The first-prize 
winner will receive a gift basket 
valued at $100; second place 
will receive a $50 gift card for a 

local shop; and third place will 
receive a $25 gift card to a local 
shop. Judging criteria include 
originality and creativity, quality, 
integration of recycled materials, 
and originality of the title. 
Winners will be announced on the 
Facebook post on Friday, October 
29. Each of the winners will 
receive their prize via a special 
delivery to their home during the 
day. Deadline to participate is 
Thursday, October 28 at 4 p.m.

Hemmingford influenza 
vaccination clinic

Starting November 8, the Brunet 
Pharmacy in Hemmingford will be 
vaccinating against the flu. To make 
an appointment call 450-247-3555 
or book online at www.clicsante.ca

MNA Claire IsaBelle is reaching out 
to artists in the Huntingdon riding to 
submit artwork for her 2021 holiday 
card. Folks of all ages are invited to 
submit an image that will personalize 
the 2021 holiday season card which 
will be sent out to members of the 
riding.

Images of visual artwork such as 
paintings, drawings, or photographs 
that represent the holiday season 
will be accepted. Works must be 
submitted by November 1, 2021, and 
can be sent to Marie-Claude.Picard@

assnat.qc.ca by email, or by mail at 
263 rue St-Joseph, Sainte-Martine, 
Quebec, JOS 1V0.

The selection process will be done 
by a committee. Please note that no 
prizes of any kind are associated 
with this call. By participating, artists 
authorize the reproduction of their 
work, with their signature, on the 
cards.

MP Claude DeBellefeuille also ran 
a similar contest for her holiday card; 
however, the deadline has already 
passed. (RP)

Huntingdon MNA puts 
out a call to artists
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Striking daycare educators 
deserve our encouragement

Did you “honk” in support of the 
striking daycare educators as they 
were out protesting last Thursday 
and Friday across the Valley? 
Regardless of whether or not we 
have young children attending 
a public CPE, striking daycare 
workers deserve our support and our 
respect. As one of the first groups 
of essential workers called upon to 
step up and remain present during 
the initial stages of the pandemic, 
daycare workers were among the 
least talked-about groups. Certainly, 
when it comes to renegotiating 
a collective agreement with the 
government, they have been last in 
line. Now, after 18 months without 
a contract, and little movement at 
the negotiating table, workers have 
voted overwhelmingly in favour of 
a strike mandate – and are making 
good on their promise to walk off 
the job until they are shown the 
recognition they warrant.

In what is being touted as a show of 
good faith, Family Minister Mathieu 
Lacombe and Treasury Board 
President Sonia LeBel held a joint 
press conference on October 14 to 
announce they would be offering an 
immediate salary increase to striking 
workers. The offer amounts to a 12 
per cent increase over three years 
for qualified workers, while non-
qualified workers would earn less, at 
around nine per cent. LeBel suggested 

this was a temporary measure, until a 
contract is negotiated that recognizes 
how low salaries are affecting 
recruitment and employee retention 
within the system; LeBel also noted 
she is aware that work conditions are 
just as important.

Such words ring hollow when you 
consider the government’s move 
to hold a press conference during 
a strike period to announce a non-
negotiated pay increase. It’s almost 
akin to hoping the workers would 
fold up their signs and go back to 
work contentedly while negotiations 
continue to stall.

One would think we would have 
learned from the desperate attempts 
to pull nurses and orderlies back into 
the health care system with promises 
of increased salaries, that working 
conditions and quality of life must 
be factored into government math. In 
the meantime, the daycare workers 
made it clear that they are digging 
in, by striking the day after the salary 
increase was announced.

Daycare educators deserve our 
respect and full support; but, perhaps 
even more, they deserve to be 
recognized as professionals who are 
helping us to educate and shape the 
youngest members of our society. 
And right now, they are proving to be 
very good role models as well.

Honk!
Sarah Rennie

150 years ago

Thursday, October 26, 1871

Plough Repairing

At the solicitation of many Farmers 
in this vicinity, who have heretofore at 
a loss of time and of money, had to go a 
distance to get their ploughs repaired, 
the subscriber has left Messrs Gillies 
& Boyd and opened a shop in the 
village of Huntingdon, at which he 
will devote himself particularly to the 
repairing and setting of Iron Ploughs. 
Having served an apprenticeship 
to this branch of the blacksmith 

business, and had long experience at 
it, he believes he will give general 
satisfaction, and hopes to enjoy a fair 
share of the public patronage. He has 
now on hand a few excellent new Iron 
Ploughs for sale. He will be prepared 
at all times to also do all kinds of 
general blacksmith work, including 
horse shoeing. 

120 years ago

October 31, 1901

Ormstown
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church provided a very sociable 
evening last Monday in McDougall 
Hall, and a company of young people, 
as well as some that are not young, 
spent two hours in enjoyment that 
never flagged for a moment. Games 
and social intercourse so filled up 
the time that no room was found 
for literary and musical items that 
had been provided. The cakes were 
toothsome and the tea and coffee 
refreshing, and the ladies added over 
$10 to their funds. The fine weather, 
so favourable for ploughing and 
other fall work, caused that few were 
present from a distance, being no 
doubt too fatigued to care to go out in 
the evening. 

90 years ago

Wednesday, October 21, 1931

New Consolidated School was opened 

at Howick 

With well over four hundred adults 
and upwards of 150 children, all 
interested in the matter of education, 
gathered in the new Protestant 
Consolidated School in Howick on 
Friday evening. The purpose of the 
gathering was to mark the opening 
of the new school, which is the 
fourth school to be erected for the 
Protestant population in Howick. 
The new school was made necessary 
on account of school consolidation 
being approved last year. Seven 
rural schools have been closed. The 

Howick Model School, which now 
forms a part of Howick Consolidated 
School, was erected and opened 
19 years ago. With the opening of 
this new school we once more see a 
further advancement made in the way 
of education, for in it the pupils can 
be taught the eleven grades, fitting the 
scholars to enter McGill University. 

60 years ago

October 25, 1961

Legion Holds Successful Military 

Whist

A satisfactory enjoyable Military 
Whist was staged at the Legion Hall, 
on Thursday evening, October 19, by 
the Ladies Auxiliary of Huntingdon 
Branch No. 81, Royal Canadian 
Legion. In charge of the general 
arrangements were Mrs. Merle Ferry 
(convener), Mrs. Winifred Napier 
(vice-convener), and Mrs. Edith 
Thompson, members of the Ways 
and Means Committee, together with 
Gordon D. Ferry as M.C. of the card 
games. Refreshments were prepared 
and served by Mrs. Linn Cunningham 
(convener), Mrs. Wilber Arthur and 
Mrs. W. Middlemiss (Sr.), members 
of the Refreshment Committee. Also 
in assistance to both committees 
was Mrs. Ruth McIntyre, president 
of the Ladies Auxiliary. First prize 
team was Harold Arnold, Mrs. 
W.J. Arnold, James Arnold, and Ed 
Simpson. 

Opinion

From the Gleaner archives
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Get tested, even  
if you’ve been vaccinated.

If you’ve been exposed to COVID-19

or you have COVID-like 
symptoms such as:

Fever Cough
Loss of smell 

or taste

Follow self-isolation 
guidelines and get tested.

Québec.ca/testCOVID19

Let’s continue to protect ourselves.
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DEFENSES.

GET VACCINATED IF YOU LIVE 
WITH DIABETES, A WEAKENED 
IMMUNE SYSTEM, A HEART, 
LUNG OR KIDNEY DISEASE.

FREE vaccination is available for people 
who are at risk.

ONLINE REGISTRATION  

MANDATORY

www.clicsante.ca  
1-877-817-5279B
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CPE educators protest for better working conditions

Local members of the Syndicat 
des travailleuses et travailleurs en 
petite enfance de la Montérégie-
CSN walked off the job at area CPEs 
on October 14 and 15. The two-day 
protest was part of rotating strikes 
taking place across the province 
by early-childhood educators who 
have now been without a contract 
for over 18 months. Last week’s 
action followed an initial protest on 
September 24, which was launched 
after Quebec’s 11,000 public daycare 
workers voted overwhelmingly in 
favour of a 10-day strike mandate.

“It feels like we are the last ones to 
be talked about or to be considered,” 
says Christine Parent, who sits on 
the labour relations committee for 
the CPE Kaleidoscope which has 
centres in Hinchinbrooke and Saint-
Chrysostome. “We have not been 

closed for one day since the start of 
the pandemic,” she says, noting that 
CPE educators provided emergency 
daycare services early on in the crisis, 
and have continued to work every 
day amid constantly evolving public 
health directives.

“It would be nice to be acknowl-
edged as the true professionals that we 
are,” Parent laments, before pointing 
out that while COVID-19 has height-
ened issues within the daycare system, 
the motivations behind the strike ac-

Sarah Rennie

tion are pre-pandemic-driven. She says 
that while demands for an increase in 
salary are important, daycare workers 
are fighting for recognition and to im-
prove their working conditions.

“We are asking for ratios to be 
respected,” she says, adding they 
are also requesting more time to 
plan. “There are a lot of things that 
parents do not realize fall into our 
day,” she explains, such as observing 
children for development targets, 
gauging activities to suit each child’s 
development level and then working 
with them to “scaffold,” or elevate, 
their participation and involvement.

“I feel that we have the population’s 
and parents’ support more than ever, 
but we are not being heard by the 
government,” Parent says. “I don’t 
think they realize how much they are 
asking of daycare educators and how 
little they are giving back in return.”

For Parent, the strikes will continue 
so long as progress isn’t made at the 
negotiation table. “We love our job, 
and the kids make it fun to go in to 
work,” she says. “This was not our 
first choice.”

PHOTO Sarah Rennie

Early childhood educators from the CPE Kaleidoscope protested in Huntingdon on October 
14 as part of a two-day strike. Many local public daycare workers travelled to Quebec City 
on October 15, where they joined with a larger protest demanding better working conditions 
from the provincial government.

POLICE BLOTTERPOLICE BLOTTER
Fatal accident in  

Saint-Anicet
A 71-year-old man lost his life 

after being struck by a 10-wheel 
heavy truck on Route 132 in 
Saint-Anicet on October 11.

The man was crossing the 
highway on foot near the Saint-
Anicet Golf Club around 1:15 
p.m. while the truck was being 
driven westward on Route 132.

The victim has since been 
identified as Joe Hackett, a 
teacher from Montreal. He 
was taken by ambulance to the 
Suroît Hospital in Salaberry-
de-Valleyfield where he was 
pronounced dead. The driver of 
the truck also suffered minor 
injuries.

Reconstruction officers from 
the Sûreté du Québec were dis-
patched to the scene to deter-
mine the cause of the accident. 
(SR)

Collision on Route 202
A collision involving a semi-

trailer and a car took place on 
Route 202 near the intersection 
with Ridge Road in Hinchinbrooke 
on October 6. According to Valérie 
Beauchamp, a spokesperson for the 
Sûreté du Québec, the collision was 
considered a “53-foot truck versus 
car” situation, where a semi-trailer 
fell into a ditch, dragging a small 
car with it. The truck came to rest 
against a hydro pole which cracked 
and fell on it, leaving many homes 
in the surrounding area without 
power for much of the day. Four 
people were involved, including 
one individual who suffered minor 
injuries and who was taken to 
hospital by ambulance. Though the 
collision is considered to be minor, 
it could have been significantly 
worse. (CF)

PHOTO Chantal Hortop

An operation took place to remove the heavy vehicle from the deep ditch along Route 202 in 

Hinchinbrooke while simultaneously replacing the broken hydro pole.

LJI Reporter
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To vote, you must:

•  Be entered on the list of  

electors.

•  Be 18 years of age or older  

on Election Day.

•  Have obtained Canadian 

citizenship no later than  

September 1, 2021.

•  Not be under curatorship nor 

have lost your electoral rights.

Meet one of the two sets  

of conditions below as of  

September 1, 2021:

<   If your domicile is located in  

the municipality, you must 

have been living in Québec 

for at least six months.

<   If your domicile is not  

located in the municipality, 

you must have been  

the owner of a building 

(cottage, apartment  

building, etc.) or have  

occupied a business  

establishment located  

in the territory of the  

municipality for at least  

12 months and must have 

sent the municipality either 

an application for entry on 

the list of electors or a 

power of attorney, in writing 

and within the timeframes  

set forth.

Where to vote?

Pay particular attention to  

the notices sent by your  

municipality; they will inform  

you of where you need to  

go to vote. Do not hesitate  

to contact your returning 

officer for full details.

What you need  
to bring to vote

At the polling station, you 

must establish your identity by 

showing one of the following 

documents:

•  Your health insurance card

•  Your driver’s license

•  Your Canadian passport

•  Your Certificate of Indian 

Status

•  Your Canadian Forces  

identification card

Because municipal services  
are at the heart of our daily life

On Sunday,  
October 31  
and Sunday,  
November 7,  
2021, from  
9:30 a.m. to  
8 p.m., let’s vote!

Municipal elections 2021

1-888-ELECTION (1-888-353-2846)

info@electionsquebec.qc.ca

www.electionsmunicipales.quebec

Ormstown multi-sport 
surface can accommodate 
pickleball, skating, more

On October 15 the municipality of 
Ormstown hosted the official opening 
of the town’s new multi-sport playing 
surface, which is located behind the 
Ormstown Recreation Centre. The 
plan to install the new surface was 
announced in May of 2021, and in a 
matter of just a few months the town 
was able to construct this new hotspot 
– an impressive feat, since there were 
many supply difficulties due to the 
pandemic.

The surface encompasses two 
courts for pickleball (a game derived 
from tennis) and a basketball court. 
As of right now, due to COVID-19, 
participants will be required to bring 
their own equipment in order to 
play. In the winter, the surface will 
be turned into an ice rink with the 
potential for free skating and hockey 
games.

A press release explained that 
the new installation was made 
possible thanks to an investment 
of $118,986 dollars from the Fund 
for the Development of Sport and 
Physical Activity, granted to the 
town by the Ministry of Education 

under the Financial Assistance 
Program for Recreational and Sports 
Infrastructures (PAFIRS) and by the 
Invest in Canada program.

Attending the opening were MP 
Claude DeBellefeuile, Huntingdon 
Deputy Claire IsaBelle, Mayor of 
Ormstown Jacques Lapierre, current 
councillors, municipal employees, 
and candidates in the upcoming 
election. Mélissa Bourgoing, the 
director of communications, sport and 
culture for the municipality, began the 
event by discussing the details and 
features of the multisport surface.

DeBellefeuille then spoke about 
how important community spirit and 
togetherness are and acknowledged 
the help that was provided by both the 
federal and provincial governments. 
She then passed the microphone 
to IsaBelle, who congratulated the 
municipality for an excellent project 
proposal and emphasized that the first 
step to improving a community is 
having a great idea, and then applying 
for the support. Finally, Lapierre 
reiterated what had been said before 
him and how good this new addition 
will be for Ormstown. He thanked 
everyone who had been involved in 
the process.

Callan Forrester

PHOTO Callan Forrester

Despite rain on the day of its grand opening, Mayor Jacques Lapierre, Director General Georges 
Lazurka, MP Claude DeBellefeuille, Deputy Claire IsaBelle, and the Ormstown director of 
communications, Melissa Bourgoing, happily pose at new multi-sport surface in Ormstown.
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Artist John Ryan
Paintings, sketches – Commissions accepted

3340 Ridge Road, Godmanchester 

450 264 2231

Facebook “Artist John Ryan”

www.johnryan.ca

Residential – Commercial – Industrial – Agricultural

Kirk Feeny - Danny Kleefeld - Josh Lambertson - Dale Raithby
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A re-elected Liberal government will: 

• Within the first 100 days, reintroduce legislation to 
reform the Broadcasting Act to ensure foreign web 
giants contribute to the creation and promotion of 
Canadian stories and music.  

•      Modernize the institutions (Telefilm, National 
Film Board, Canada Media Fund) and funding tools 

-visual sector, including 
video games, in order to make funding platform-
agnostic and open to more traditionally 
underrepresented storytellers, while favouring 
Canadian productions over foreign ones and 
ensuring that Canadians are better equipped to own 
and benefit from the content that they produce. 

• Support Canadian feature films by permanently 
increasing funding to Telefilm Canada by $50 
million. 

• Support Canadian television productions by 
doubling the government contribution, over three 
years, to the Canada Media Fund. 

• Increase the proportion of funding for French 
audiovisual content at Telefilm and the Canada 
Media Fund from 33% to 40% to support a better 
presence of French-language productions. 

• Ensure better and stable funding for the music 
sector by increasing the annual contribution to the 
Canada Music Fund to $50 million by 2024-2025. 

• Provide the Indigenous Screen Office with $13 
million per year, permanently, so more Indigenous 
stories can be told and seen. 

Bringing Canadian Culture to the World 
Canada has some of the best artists and performers in the 
world, but there is very little support available for creative 
industries to share their creations abroad. By finding ways 
to bring the work of Canadian artists and creators to the 
world stage, we can harness the impact of their 
extraordinary talents and reputations to increase the 

 

A re-elected Liberal Government will: 

• Help Canadian cultural industries succeed abroad by 
issuing a mandate to BDC and EDC to support the 
growth of creative industries in new markets. 

• Launch a new cultural diplomacy strategy with an 
annual budget of $20 million per year to leverage 
the work done by our artists and cultural industries 

 
• Forge an international coalition to work on a new 

UNESCO Convention on the Diversity of Cultural 
Content Online.  

• C
through the promotion of the French language 
across our diplomatic missions and in our work to 
transform the Organisation internationale de la 
Francophonie. 

 
Book sales hit a record in Canada during COVID-19, but 
Canadian authors struggle to get the recognition and 
market share that their talent deserves.  

A re-elected Liberal Government will: 

• Invest $43 million per year to support Canadian 
authors and books publishers by increasing, by 50%, 
funding for through the Canada Book Fund, the 
Canada Council for the Arts, and the Public Lending 
Right Program. 

Levelling the Playing Field with Digital Giants 
In 2021, most Canadians get their news from digital 
platforms which drives key advertising revenues away 
from Canadian news organizations and towards platforms 
owned by social media companies and digital giants.  

A re-elected Liberal Government will: 

• Introduce legislation, within 100 days, that would 
require digital platforms that generate revenues 
from the publication of news content to share a 
portion of their revenues with Canadian news 
outlets. This legislation would be based on the 
Australian model and level the playing field between 
global platforms and Canadian news outlets. The bill 
will also allow news publishers to work together to 
prepare for collective negotiation.  

Modernizing CBC/Radio-Canada 
CBC/Radio-Canada is a fundamental Canadian institution. 
Decreasing advertising revenues for all broadcasters are 

public broadcaster under increasing 
pressure. In our rapidly evolving world, CBC/Radio-

 

A re-elected Liberal Government would: 

• Update CBC/Radio-
that it is meeting the needs and expectation of 
toda
programming that distinguishes it from private 
broadcasters. 

• Reaffirm the role of the public broadcaster in 
protecting and promoting the French language and 
Francophone cultures in Quebec and across the 
country. 

Canada 
Is Set to 
Become 
a Global 
Leader in 
Levelling 
the Playing 
Field for 
Local News

In a democracy, nothing is more vital than a healthy, 
vibrant local news media. But the threats from Big Tech are 
increasing every day.

The government’s 100-day plan will place Canada in the 
front ranks of global leadership standing up for local news. 
The commitment is clear. All parties in Parliament support 
decisive action. Now is the time to act and pass legislation 
by early 2022.

News Media Canada, representing hundreds of trusted 
titles in our print and digital media industry, and our 
news publishing partners across Canada and around 
the world, call on Canadian parliamentarians to work 
together to level the digital playing field between local 
news and Big Tech.

From the Government’s Election Platform:

News Media Canada (NMC, Canada) – BC & Yukon Community News Media Association (BCYCNA, 
Canada) – Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association (AWNA, Canada) – Saskatchewan Weekly Newspapers 

Association (SWNA, Canada) – Manitoba Community Newspapers Association (MCNA, Canada) – 
Ontario Community Newspapers Association (OCNA, Canada) – Quebec Community Newspaper 
Association (QCNA, Canada) – Hebdos Québec (HQ, Canada) – National Ethnic Press and Media 

Council of Canada (NEPMCC, Canada) – Inter American Press Association (IAPA) – Iberoamerican 
Telecommunications Organization (OTI) – International Association of Broadcasting (IAB)

Photo of the Week, October 20, 2021

If you would like to see your photo featured 

as our “Photo of the Week,” please submit 

it to info@the-gleaner.com.

PHOTO Marv Whealon

This photograph of a regal bald eagle 
perched in a tree above the Chateauguay 
River in Huntingdon was expertly snapped 
by photographer Marv Whealon on 
September 23. Whealon says the majestic 
bird of prey remained in the tree for several 
hours, allowing him to capture numerous 
photographs. 

Rapid tests now ready for use in schools

As of October 12, elementary 
schools in the New Frontiers School 
Board (NFSB) are equipped with 
COVID-19 rapid tests, and staff have 
been trained to perform the relatively 
non-invasive procedure on students 
who develop symptoms of the virus 
during the day. Consent forms were 
sent home in advance, and the NFSB 
guarantees that the Abbott Panbio 
Rapid Tests, which produce a result in 
15 minutes, will only be administered 
to students whose parents have 
consented to the procedure.

“We took our time making sure 
everyone had the training and was 
comfortable,” says Michael Helm, the 
assistant director general at the NFSB. 
He admits the new responsibilities 
came without much warning and 
were a bit of a shock. “There was 
a lot of concern because we didn’t 
really know what it entailed,” he says 
of the government’s decision to allow 
testing in schools.

According to Helm, each 
elementary school has now 
identified volunteer support staff 
members who will complete 

the rapid-testing procedure. All 
volunteer staff were asked to follow 
training sessions provided by the 
Ministry of Education; however, 
the NFSB went a step further by 
scheduling three in-person training 
sessions with nurses. The sessions 
covered how to safely put on and 
remove the protective equipment, 
how to approach a student and make 
sure they are comfortable, how to 
perform the quality control test, and 
finally how to perform the rapid test, 
which involves a shallow swab of 
the base of the nose.

Standard school procedures are 
still in effect when it comes to 
COVID-19 symptoms, and parents 
are asked to keep children at home 
if they are unwell. A test will only be 
administered if a student develops 
symptoms associated with the novel 
coronavirus during the day that 
would not normally warrant a call 
to parents. Results from the test 
are available within 15 minutes, 
and students who test negative for 
COVID-19 will be allowed to return 
to class. The schools are responsible 
for reporting the results of any 
administered tests directly to the 
Ministry of Education.

The parents of students who 
receive the rapid test at school 
will be notified of the results, 
and of any relevant public health 
recommendations for monitoring or 
further testing.

The family of any student whose 
condition deteriorates during 
the day – to the extent that they 
would normally be sent home, pre-
pandemic – will still be called by the 
school to pick up their child. In such 
cases, parents may be advised to 
have their child tested at an external 
clinic or testing centre.

For the NFSB, one of the most 
important considerations in relation 
to this new mandate was how 
intrusive it was going to be. “We 
want to be in a situation where we 
are focusing on the education of our 
students. We are being called again 
to step up and support the public 

health sector. We are managing this, 
but it is a delicate line,” says Helm.

“As much as we are now in a 
better place with the procedure, 
we are not sure where parents are 
with it,” he says, admitting there is 
a lot of uncertainty and that this is 
understandable.

“There is absolutely no pressure 
on parents,” he insists.

Helm acknowledges that 
responding to the frequent demands 
on the education system has been 
challenging but says the NFSB will 
continue to work closely with public 
health authorities to minimize the 
possibility of the virus spreading 
through schools. He says the board 
is fully expecting to be called upon 
once again to help coordinate the 
vaccination campaign for elementary-
aged students once a vaccine is 
approved for that age group.

Sarah Rennie
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Letter to the Editor

To whom it may concern:

I was disappointed to read in 
your newspaper of September 22 
that the “Gleaner staff” featured 
an article about Hinchinbrooke’s 
former director general, Kevin 
Neal. No staff writer put their name 
to the article or credited the news 
media where such information 
was found or consulted with me 
concerning this case. After working 
faithfully for Hinchinbrooke for 
30 years, maintaining one of the 
lowest tax rates in the province of 
Quebec and receiving a medal from 
the Quebec National Assembly 
for “Commendable Service to a 
Municipality,” I find this article 
deplorable.

Before the 2017 election, a 
Hinchinbrooke citizen entered 
the office to deposit his papers 
as a candidate in the upcoming 
election. He intended to run in a 
certain seat which was held by a 
sitting councillor and Mr. Neal 
suggested to him that he might 
want to run for another seat that a 
councillor was retiring from, so the 
citizen changed his original choice. 
Mr. Neal was always looking at the 
bottom line and at saving taxpayers’ 
dollars in avoiding an election. 
Unfortunately, another citizen 
presented himself for election 
for that seat and subsequently 
won the election. The disgruntled 
citizen then proceeded to check 
into the election laws and found 
that a director general cannot give 
a suggestion as to which seats are 
vacant or where you would be best 
placed to win a seat on council. 
This small technicality is not 
anything that a director general has 
not done in the past and I know for 
a fact that it has been done in other 
municipalities for the upcoming 
2021 election. It is a small 

technicality that the disgruntled 
citizen used against Mr. Neal.

Having worked with Kevin Neal 
for the past eighteen years and as 
mayor for eight of those, I have 
always valued Mr. Neal’s leadership, 
versatility and good management as 
our director general. I applaud him 
for his diligent work and do not want 
Mr. Neal to be remembered for this 
small technical error with regard to 
the Elections Quebec Act. He served 
Hinchinbrooke very well. I applaud 
him and wish him many years of 
healthy and happy retirement.

I am not hiding my identity as your 
newspaper did.

Sincerely,

Carolyn T. Cameron,  

Mayor of Hinchinbrooke

Publisher’s note:
To clarify The Gleaner’s 

perspective on the points made in 

the above letter to the editor, it is 

common practice at The Gleaner 

when several staff members work 

on an article it is identified as 
written by such; there was no 

intention to hide authorship. 

While we appreciate that such a 

topic is of a sensitive nature to 

those implicated, it was a matter 

of public record that a person was 

charged and convicted of a criminal 

offense and therefore in the public 

interest to be reported regardless 

of the individual involved. The 

Gleaner had previously reported 

on the same individual receiving a 

prestigious award for a lifetime of 

professional achievement, which is 

fully in line with this publication’s 

editorial policy to provide balanced 

and responsible coverage of events 

important to the community, both 

the good news and the less good 

news.

Ancient holiday will be observed locally

Although many people around 
the world celebrate Halloween with 
costumes, pumpkins, and trick-or-
treating, the holiday has its roots 
in a more meaningful practice. 
What we know as Halloween 
today borrows its traditions from 
a couple of different observances, 
most notably Samhain.

Pronounced “sow-ihn,” Samhain 
is a Gaelic festival marking 
the end of the harvest season 
and the beginning of winter, 
occurring halfway between the 
autumn equinox and the winter 
solstice. The earliest mention 
of the holiday comes from ninth 
century Irish literature, which 
describes Samhain as a time of 
great gatherings and feasts. The 
Celts also believed it to be the 
time of year when the boundary 
between this world and the 

afterlife was thinnest, which made 
communicating with departed 
loved ones easier.

Samhain is still widely observed 
in Ireland and in other places 
all around the world. Lesle-Ann 
Hine, an Ormstown resident 
who celebrates the traditions of 
Samhain, describes it as a time to 
“honour the deaths and the new 
births of the year, which complete 
the cycle of life.” She speaks of all 
the symbolism to be found at this 
time of year, saying, “[It’s] the 
season of the dying back, leaves 
falling off and feeding the soil 
which is then going to spring new 
life next year. This whole period 
… I love it.”

While Hine is excited to receive 
trick-or-treaters on her doorstep 
this Halloween, she is also hoping 
to celebrate Samhain with her 
visitors. She’ll be putting up a 
large, autumn-decorated board, 
which will be used to honour 

loved ones who have passed; she 
invites people to bring images of 
their loved ones to put up on the 
board, and to light a tealight for 
them. She’ll also have adhesive 
notes on hand for those who don’t 
want to bring a photo. “It’s a time 
of honouring death; we can’t have 
life without death,” she says.

Samhain is a time to celebrate 
the cycle of life, both the 

earth’s cycle and our own as 
its inhabitants. Hine is excited 
to share this tradition with her 
neighbours and hopes it will open 
peoples’ minds to other ways 
people might celebrate this time 
of year. “[I want to] bring some of 
the sacredness and history back to 
what this meant, and I’m hoping 
folks think about what this time of 
year is about,” she says.

Rachel Patenaude

Glean-'zine *: Fun for all ages
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SEAT NAME

M *Linda Gagnon (INC)

1 *Raymond Lazure (INC)

2 *Marc Myre (INC)

3 *Michel Dupuis (INC)

4 *Justin Nieuwenhof (INC)

5 *Marie Myre

6 *Daibhid Fraser (INC)

DU
N

DE
E

SEAT NAME

M *Deborah Stewart (INC)

1 David Jowle

1 Justin Moss

2 *James Gaw (INC)

3 *Donald Bergevin (INC)

4 *David Drummond (INC)

5 *Markus Liebl (INC)

6 Matthew Wallace (INC)

EL
GI

N

SEAT NAME

M Douglas Brooks (INC)

M Yves Métras (ODP)

M Jacques Roy

1 Marc-André Laberge (INC)

1 Lea Leahy

2 Luc Grégoire

2 Lyne Mckenzie

2 Sébastien Rémillard (INC)

3 Simon Brennan

3 Stéphane Nadeau

3 Michel Vaillancourt (INC)

4 Mark Blair

4 Josianne Brault-Lussier

5 Nathaniel St-Pierre

5 Caro Viscusi Rémillard

6 Daniel Cabot

6 Vincent Meloche (ODP)

6 Éric Payette (INC)

FR
AN

KL
IN

SEAT NAME

M *Pierre Poirier (INC)

1 *Marie Galipeau (INC)

2 Michel Duheme

2 Marcel Forget

3 Alyssa Ann Leblanc

3 Denis Vallières (INC)

4 Jean-Maurice Daoust (INC)

4 Jean Legros

5 Judith Fouquet

5 William Henry Martin (INC)

6 Sylvie Lemay

GO
DM

AN
CH

ES
TE

R

SEAT NAME

M Stéphane Gingras

M Denis Henderson (INC)

1 *Hélène Lavallée (INC)

2 Philippe Bourdeau

2 Lori Sutton Carroll (INC)

3 Gregg Edwards (INC)

3 Audrey Ferraro

4 Vivianne Bleau

4 Daniel Boileau (INC)

5 *Michael Allen (INC)

6 David Lemieux-Bibeau

6 Christopher Sherrington

HA
VE

LO
CK

SEAT NAME

M Lucien Bouchard (ODP)

M Vladimiro Massignani

1 Michel Dauphinais

1 Richmond Viau (INC)

2 *Deborah Beattie (INC)

3 Jan Pitrik

3 Maude St-Hilaire (INC)

4 Julie Bergeron

4 Bernard Farrell

4 Véronique Laramée-Paquette

5 Jean-Marc Lamoureux

5 André Tremblay

6 *Pierre Mineau (INC)

HE
M

M
IN

GF
OR

D 
TO

W
N

SH
IP

SEAT NAME

M *Drew Somerville (INC)

1 *Normand Lussier (INC)

2 *Michael Krohn

3 *Christopher Hill (INC)

4 *Jonathan Mailloux

5 *Jayne McNaughton

6 *Lucie Bourdon (INC)HE
M

M
IN

GF
OR

D 
VI

LL
AG

E

SEAT NAME

M Alfred Mackay

M Edgar Malboeuf

M Mark Wallace (ODP)

1 *Elgin Macfarlane (INC)

2 *Kirk Feeny (INC)

3 *Tanya Clarke

4 Mark Bakos (INC)

4 Ralph Duncan

5 Stuart Iverson

5 Laurie Ann Prevost

6 Gerry Bocchicchio

6 Margo McCaffrey

6 Nadia Ricard (INC)

HI
N

CH
IN

BR
OO

KE

SEAT NAME

M *Richard Raithby (INC)

1 *Ronald Lavoie (INC)

2 Jordan McArthur

2 Patrice Rose

3 *Jean-Denis Billette (INC)

4 *Danny McArthur (INC)

5 *Louise Cholette (INC)

6 *Ryan Bulmer (INC)

HO
W

IC
K

SEAT NAME

M *André Brunette (INC)

1 *Denis St-Cyr (INC)

2 *Andrea Geary (INC)

3 *Dominic Tremblay (INC)

4 *Florent Ricard (INC)

5 *Maurice Brossoit (INC)

6 *Rémi Robidouxn (INC)
HU

N
TI

N
GD

ON

SEAT NAME

M Philippe Besombes

M Christine McAleer

1 Kenneth Dolphin (INC)

1 Thomas Vandor

2 Pierre Bohemen

2 Jacques Guilbault (INC)

3 Francis Brissette

3 Lucille Morin

3 Stephen Ovans (INC)

4 Jonathan  Allen

4 Éric Bourdeau

4 Suzanne Hutchinson

5 Kimberley Barrington

5 Alice Loney

5 Mark-Olivier Soucy

6 Shane Beauchamp

6 Chantale Laroche

OR
M

ST
OW

N

SEAT NAME

M Gino Moretti (INC)

M André Picard

1 *Ginette Caza (INC)

2 Bradley Duke

2 Marius Trépanier

3 Audrey Caza

3 Sarah Drouin

4 *Sylvie  Tourangeau (INC)

5 Guy Champagne

5 Anne-Marie Leblanc

6 Lyne Cardinal

6 Carole Éthier

SA
IN

T-
AN

IC
ET

SEAT NAME

M *Louise Lebrun (INC)

1 *Johanne Béliveau

2 *Marilou Carrier (INC)

3 Miriame Dubuc-Perras

3 Stéphane Fortier

4 *François Gagnon

5 *Denis Larocque

6 *Daniel Pinsonneault

SA
IN

TE
-B

AR
BE

SEAT NAME

M Gilles Dagenais (INC)

M Steve Laberge (ODP)

M Michel Labonté

1 Mario Henderson (ODP)

1 Colette Jaquet (INC)

1 Michel Taillefer

2 *Marc Roy (INC)

3 Jonathan Major

3 Jean-Luc Payant

4 *Richard Beaudin (INC)

5 *Martin Lafond

6 Suzan Demers

6 Henri Major

SA
IN

T-
CH

RY
SO

ST
OM

E

SEAT NAME

M *Yves Daoust (INC)

1 *François Leduc (INC)

2 *Jean-François Poirier (INC)

3 *Julie Baillargeon (INC)

4 *Christian  Brault (INC)

5 *Mélanie Genesse (INC)

6 *Paul Lavallière (INC)SA
IN

T-
LO

UI
S-

DE
-G

ON
ZA

GU
E

SEAT NAME

M Jean-Pierre Gaboury

M Jean-François Gendron (ODP)

1 *Sylvain Poirier

2 *Mario Prévost

3 Michel Taillefer (ODP)

3 Louise Théorêt (INC)

4 Raymond Martin

4 Pierre Phoenix

5 *Jacques Mailloux

6 *Mario Archambault (INC)

SA
IN

T-
ST

AN
IS

LA
S-

DE
-K

OS
TK

A

SEAT NAME

M *Agnes McKell (INC)

1 *Danny Anderson (INC)

2 *Karine Poirier (INC)

3 *Guy Bergevin (INC)

4 *Jonathan Craig (INC)

5 *Jim Templeton (INC)

6 *Pascal Laramée (INC)TR
ÈS

-S
AI

NT
-S

AC
RE

M
EN

T

Municipal Elections 
2021

Voting Day: November 7, 2021

LEGEND
Seats: M refers to mayor and and 
numbers refer to council seats
* : Candidate elected without 
opposition
INC: Incumbent
ODP: Outgoing from a different post

Make sure you’re registered to vote!
Residents of Dundee, Huntingdon, 

Très-Saint-Sacrement, Hemmingford 
Village and Saint-Louis-de-Gonzague 
will not be called to the polls for the 
November 7 municipal election, as 
all 35 seats including those of mayor 
went unchallenged. Those living in 
Elgin, Franklin, Godmanchester, 

Havelock, Hemmingford Township, 
Hinchinbrooke, Howick, Ormstown, 
Saint-Anicet, Sainte-Barbe, Saint-
Chrysostome, Saint-Stanislas-de-
Kostka, will be able to exercise their 
right to vote at either the advance polls 
on October 31, or on election day.

All voters must be registered on 

their municipality’s electoral list. In a 
letter to The Gleaner, former elections 
officer and resident of Havelock 
Gerald Beaudoin emphasized how 
important it is to ensure your name is 
registered, as “There is no mechanism 
to make on-the-spot corrections on 
election day.” Mr. Beaudoin was also 

careful to note that it is the individual 
responsibility of each voter to ensure 
their name is correctly inscribed on 
the list. Residents whose name does 
not appear on the voter registration 
card sent by their municipality should 
contact the returning officer to ensure 
they are on the list. (SR)
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OPINION

Lucille Morin

I am a candidate for  
seat number 3, 
Ormstown Council.

Here to listen  

and to serve.

Vote on November 7!

ON NOVEMBER 7th, VOTE FOR 

CHRISTINE McALEER

FOR MAYOR OF ORMSTOWN.

VOTE AS IF ORMSTOWN’S FUTURE 

DEPENDS ON IT. 

IT DOES! IT’S YOUR FUTURE!

VOTE FOR STEPHEN OVANS
Councillor, Seat #3, 3rd term

Municipal Elections: Sunday, November 7 • Advanced Poll: Saturday, October 30

MY HOMETOWN, ORMSTOWN

I’m a hard-working, 4th generation farmer, volunteer fireman, municipal councillor and  
proud resident of one of the most beautiful villages of Quebec.

MY PRIORITIES:
1.  Responsible spending of the tax payers money, to ensure every citizen will benefit.

2.  Infrastructures:  Water and sewage systems and the roads network.
3.  Volunteer Fire Department:  Update equipment to required standards.

MY COMMITMENT:  
I will continue to be transparent to all citizens in the village and parish as I have in the past. 

Stephen Ovans  Councillor, Seat #3 

Thank you for your support,  
Stephen Ovans. bonnieview6170@yahoo.com

Four years ago, the 

winds of change began 

to blow in Franklin.

On November 7th  

Let’s set the  

sails again!

Vote Douglas Brooks for Mayor
Experience, Vision and Commitment.

The candidates who will shape our future
I would like to pay tribute to the 

candidates running in this municipal 
election. For the past few weeks, they 
have been walking the streets of their 
municipalities to meet with citizens 
and rally them around common goals.

This latest democratic exercise 
is another opportunity to get to 
know your neighbour, learn from 
the opinions of others, and rise 
collectively. The issues to be 

discussed will, because of their local 
scale, have a definite impact on our 
quality of life in the coming years, but 
also for future generations.

Moreover, this next election 
represents a turning point on many 
matters. The current climate and 
health and social crises demonstrate 
how urgent it is that all levels of 
government take their mandates 
seriously. All of these crises are 

interrelated and call for concerted 
action by all actors – government, 
civil and private. For example, future 
urban development plans (which 
establish many municipal bylaws 
including zoning) will influence 
urban sprawl, housing accessibility, 
heat islands, and active transportation. 
These factors are known to have 
a definite impact on the crises in 
question and will be worked on 
and/or voted on by the next elected 
municipal councils.

Once again, congratulations and 
thanks to all these candidates from 
the Haut-Saint-Laurent who will 
contribute to ensuring the children of 
today and tomorrow are able to live 
as well or better than we do.

Now, fellow citizens, it is also your 
responsibility to vote and to inform 
yourselves of what each candidate is 

proposing, even if they have already 
been elected. To do so, several 
resources are available. Whether 
through this newspaper or through 
those made available by the CDC du 
Haut-Saint-Laurent, for example, the 
presence and accessibility of these 
resources disqualifies any excuse 
for not having done your duty as a 
citizen. There are still more than two 
weeks left to look into it.

Rémi Pelletier

Director general, CDC du 

Haut-Saint-Laurent

Ormstown resident Harley Sproule won first place in the heaviest squash category at the 
Prince Edward County Pumpkinfest weigh-off in Wellington, Ontario on October 17. His gi-
gantic prize-winning squash weighed 1507 pounds, which topped even the largest pumpkin 
at the annual event.

Harley Sproule’s giant 
squash wins Pumpkinfest 

PHOTO Shirley Vandor
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Local goats get 
their big break 

Local celebrities always help 
to make a community feel extra 
special, and as of a few weeks ago, 
the Valley has a couple of new ones. 
Two miniature goats from Ferme 
Coco & Sabot have been chosen to 
be in an upcoming episode of the 
iconic québécois TV show Passe-

Partout. These goats will get to have 
a visit with farmer “Fardoche,” and 
they are sure to steal the show.

Jasmine Boucher and her husband 
are the owners of the Ferme Coco 
& Sabot goat farm. They grew up 
in Ormstown but were living in 
Montreal until about five years ago 
when they decided they wanted 
to move back to the Valley. Their 
daughters really wanted to have 
goats, so they started with two 
and now have a herd of about 25. 
Boucher laughs and says, “We do a 
little bit of breeding just for fun, and 
I sell miniature goats when we have 
a lot because I don’t really want 
to have a huge herd of, like, 100 
goats.” Their farm also has horses, 
chickens, and rabbits.

Passe-Partout casting reached 
out directly to the farm through 
social media; Boucher is very 
active online, posting regularly on 
Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube. 
This is not the first time that her farm 
has been contacted to loan goats to 
the silver screen; however, this was 
the first time that the timing worked 
out and they were able to participate. 
Boucher explains, “There’s really 

an infatuation with miniature goats; 
everyone wants a goat!”

The goats were transported to 
a farm in Godmanchester for the 
actual filming. Being in a new 
location, away from the herd, you 
would think that the goats might 
have been nervous or camera-shy, 
but Boucher affirms that they were 
impeccable on set and says, “The 
director was congratulating the 
goats more than the actors!”

She knows the character of each 
one of her goats and explains, 
“They’re like little dogs. They 
follow me everywhere, they love 
being petted, they get jealous 
when I pet one and not the other. 
So, I really chose the two with the 
best characters.” During filming, 
Fardoche had a pocket full of grain, 
so they followed him everywhere. 
He posed with the goats for photos 
which will probably be used as 
promotional material. The goats got 
the “full treatment,” including new 
names and a song written about 
them.

Besides embarking into the world 
of miniature goat stardom, Boucher 
and her partner have recently 
opened an “ecolodge” on their 
property called Ecolodge Bûcheron 
Bergère. The lodge is an old milk 
house that has been repurposed and 
rebuilt using pieces of an old barn. 
It’s described as looking “rustic, 
unique, and chic”. The lodge is set 
up on a 100-acre private farm and if 
you stay, you can even visit with the 
goats… and maybe get them to sign 
an autograph while you’re there.

PHOTO: Courtesy of Ferme Coco & Sabot

The episode of Passe-Partout featuring the local goats should air in the winter; however, 
the official date has not been announced yet.

Callan Forrester

Milk producers donate 
$5,000 for mental 
health in agriculture

The Fédération de l’UPA de 
la Montérégie has commended 
the Producteurs de lait du 
Québec for a $5,000 donation 
to its crowdsourcing campaign 
to maintain the services of two 
agricultural mental health field 
workers in the Montérégie region. 
The generous donation was made 
as part of World Mental Health 
Day on October 10.

The Producteurs de lait du 
Québec are particularly sensitive 
to this cause because dairy 
farmers are among the most 
severely affected by mental health 
issues in the course of their work. 
“Financial pressure, long working 
hours, the way our practices 
are viewed by certain groups of 
citizens, the impact of weather 
conditions on the management of 
our farms and intergenerational 
conflicts are issues that can 
affect our mental health. When 
the pressure becomes too great, 
or when nothing goes right, it is 
essential to have people to confide 
in who know the nature of our 

work and who can help us find 
solutions adapted to our realities, 
so we can regain our psychological 
balance,” says Peter Strebel, 
president of the Montérégie-Ouest 
regional council of milk producers 
and member of the board of 
directors of the Producteurs de lait 
du Québec.

“For our organization, the issue 
of mental health of our members 
is a priority,” says Jérémie 
Letellier, who is the president 
of the Fédération de l’UPA de la 
Montérégie. “The Montérégie 
is a large territory with more 
than 6,800 farms, so hiring a 
second resource to meet the 
needs of farmers quickly became 
necessary.  The donation from the 
Producteurs de lait du Québec is 
significant, and we are grateful for 
this support,” he added. 

The Montérégie region includes 
879 dairy farms, 368 of which are 
in the Montérégie-Ouest. These 
farms provide about 20 per cent 
of the province’s milk production 
each year. (ID)

UPA heralds 
successful regional 
awareness campaign

The Fédération de l’UPA de 
la Montérégie is celebrating a 
successful end to its regional 
outreach and awareness campaign 
Notre campagne, un milieu de vie 

à partager, which aimed to open 
a dialogue between agricultural 
producers and residents living 
in agricultural zones across the 
region. The UPA partnered with 
13 Montérégie MRCs including 
the Haut-Saint-Laurent and 
the Jardins-de-Napierville in 
running the campaign. It was 
first launched in February 2020.

According to a press release by 
the regional federation, the large-
scale project allowed for the 
debunking of a number of beliefs 
about farmers and their practices, 
while addressing some of the 
issues and realities at play in the 
agricultural world, including soil 
health, odours, water, pesticides, 
road sharing, and noise.

As a place to live, work, and 

play, agriculture zones offer many 
advantages, including beautiful 
landscapes and access to fresh 
produce. However, at certain 
times of the year, residents must 
cope with some the challenges of 
farming and be patient.

Various communication tools 
were developed and disseminated 
through the multiple platforms, 
which were managed by the 
municipal partners involved in 
the project. Project partners had 
access to a “toolbox” containing 
a variety of visuals, content 
and promotional materials that 
were deployed throughout the 
campaign.

For the UPA, the number of 
publications that appeared in the 
news and on social media feeds 
about the campaign suggests the 
important message delivered 
by the campaign was carried 
well beyond the limits of the 
Montérégie region. (SR)
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VERGERS

ORCHARDS

1421 Route 202

Franklin Centre

450.827.2677

www.vergersblair.com

We look forward  

to your visit before 

we close for the 

season on  

Sunday, October 24. 

Thank you for 

another great year!

Micro-farm is on a mission toward sustainability

When Sylvie Racette started Micro 
Ferme Retour aux Sources, she want-
ed to create a self-sustaining agricul-
tural business – a place for people to 
learn about sustainability and how to 
practice it at home, take workshops, 
and learn new skills. Now, five years 
later, the farm is growing, and head-
ing in a direction Racette has always 
dreamed of.

Racette moved to the region with 
her partner almost a decade ago, 
when they bought an old farm on the 
back roads of Saint-Anicet. She was 
already very comfortable on a farm, 
as she grew up visiting her grandpar-
ents on theirs. The farming project 
was started by the pair to get them-
selves on the path to self-sustainabil-
ity. It began with a few goats and 
plants, and Racette taught various 
sustainability workshops. She taught 
knitting, soapmaking, breadmaking, 
and canning, and she even brought 
in guests to teach other skills that 
were less familiar to her.

Eventually Racette decided she 
also wanted to raise some animals 
for fibre. “I wanted animals that pro-
duced wool. I’ve always loved fibre 
arts – my mom had a wool shop 
growing up,” she mentions. So, she 

got a couple of Finnish Landrace 
sheep (Finnsheep) and continued 
with the workshops.

In the meantime, Racette was also 
teaching herself how to process 
and dye wool. “It occurred to me 
that if this is what we loved, taking 
care of animals, working with fi-
bres and wool, why don’t we really 
dive headfirst into it?” she says. The 
pair invested in some more sheep, 
specifically Bluefaced Leicesters, 
Rambouillets, and more Finnsheep. 
Racette notes that she picked these 
breeds specifically because they pro-
duce the best wool for knitting, say-
ing, “All sheep’s wool is good, but 
they’re different, and not all wool 
is good for all types of projects and 
products.” They also planted a large 
flower garden to provide dye ingre-
dients for the wool, as the goal was 
to have all aspects of yarn produc-
tion happen on the farm.

With these big plans in motion, it 
became clear that they would need a 
new, bigger barn. They needed space 
to house the animals during the win-
ter, as well as to transform the wool, 
host workshops, and have a small 
shop to sell their products. “We also 
knew that we didn’t want a barn like 
the ones that are more common-
ly built these days; we wanted one 
that would compliment the rest of 

the property and the house, which is 
175 years old,” says Racette. “That’s 
why we’re building a post-and-beam 
barn.”

As sustainability is of utmost im-
portance to Racette, she made sure to 
source all materials for the new barn 
from the Haut-Saint-Laurent. She 
was able to find everything needed 
to erect the barn from ten different 
suppliers in the area. “We’re most 
proud of the fact that all the materi-
als for the barn are from local busi-
nesses and producers, right down 
to the screws,” she says. They also 
plan on repurposing the wood from 
the old barn, which was torn down, 
to panel and decorate the inside the 
shop – reusing as much as the old 
materials as possible.

While the construction has made 

the other farm activities more diffi-
cult, Racette is enjoying the process. 
The goal is to bring the animals in at 
some point in November, and then 
have the other spaces ready to open 
in the new year when workshops 
will start up again. There’s still some 
time before wool transformation 
will fully begin, but she’s excited to 
get there.

Racette hopes to be able to con-
tinue working with and supporting 
the community as the farm grows. 
“When you buy from me, you’re also 
supporting my hay supplier from 
Godmanchester, my grain provider 
from Saint-Louis-de-Gonzague, and 
all the other locals I source from,” 
she says. For Racette, sustainability 
isn’t just important for the planet, 
but also for the community.

PHOTO Sylvie Racette

The old barn that was torn down, and the new post-and-beam barn being built in its place.

Rachel Patenaude

Chateauguay Valley weather report
by Peter Finlayson, 

Ormstown weatherman

October 11-16, 2021

October is on pace to set a record 
for average temperature, especially 
with little sign of a killing frost in 
sight. The average temperature for 
the first half of the month was 14.9 
degrees C, up another degree and a 
half from the first week, and over 5 
C above the normal of 9.4 C for the 
whole month.

Although the daytime 
temperatures will be more in 
line with the seasonal average, 
the nighttime temperatures will 
continue to be high, keeping the 
overall average for this time of 
year well above the norm.

The warm weather has already 
set a record for corn heat units 
(CHU) as measured locally over 
the last 54 years. The normal for 
the entire month of October is 146 
CHU, and only halfway through 
the month we’re already at 269 
CHU, beating the previous record 
set in 2017. This brings the season 
total to 3598 CHU (starting on 
May 10), with the previous record 
being set in 1999. And, October is 
not done yet.

Two big downpours, one at the 
beginning of the month and the other 
just at the mid-mark, have given the 
area above-average precipitation for 
the first two weeks. The rain that fell 
last Saturday added 24 mm to the 
count, bringing the month-to-date 
total to 60 mm (normal would be 
about 45 mm). The tile drains have 
started to run again, and the creeks 
have regained some flow after 
below-average rainfall for much of 
the summer.

Precipitation continues to vary, 
however, within the larger region. 
Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue only 
received 14 mm of rain on Saturday, 
while Sainte-Clothilde received 44 
mm and L’Acadie 53 mm. 

Most of the soybean harvest is 
complete, so farmers have been out 
spreading manure and cultivating 
fields. Despite the absence of a 
killing frost (average date is October 
10), a lot of corn fields are starting to 
look ready to go. The early dry-down 
should help mitigate the increase in 
the cost of propane, as less fuel will 
be needed to remove any remaining 
moisture from the cobs.



Le modèle coopératif est plus pertinent que jamais et 

se retrouve au cœur de la relance socio-économique 

du Haut-Saint-Laurent.

Nos employés et administrateurs vous démontrent leur 

fierté de faire partie de notre coopérative. 

Découvrez-les :  caisseduhautsaintlaurent

Du 17 au 23 octobre 2021

S’entraider,
plus que jamais

Semaine de la coopération
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La citrouille de la famille Bryson établit 
un nouveau record canadien

Jim Bryson et sa fille Kelsey 
ont récemment établi le record 
canadien de la plus grande 
citrouille à la Foire d’automne 
de Woodbridge en Ontario le 
9 octobre dernier. C’était la 
première fois qu’une citrouille 
canadienne pesait plus de 2000 
livres. Les Bryson cultivent des 
cucurbitacées géantes depuis 
plus d’une décennie, travaillant 
en duo père-fille afin d’établir 
de nombreux records. Leurs 
citrouilles légendaires sont 
inégalées et détiennent même le 
record mondial de 2011.

Cette quête constante a 
commencé lorsque le cousin de 
Jim Bryson lui a offert une graine 
qu’il a planté juste pour le plaisir. 
Cette année-là, il a cultivé une 
citrouille de 600 livres. Cela 
lui a plu et il s’est lancé dans 
la culture de citrouilles géantes. 
La deuxième année, il a récolté 
deux citrouilles de 900 livres. 
Dans la 3ème année, en 2010, 
Kelsey s’est jointe à son père et 
ensemble, ils ont cultivé un fruit 
de 1600 livres.

C’était à ce moment-là que 
l’équipe a battu le record canadien 
de la citrouille la plus lourde. 
Aucun d’eux ne s’attendait à ce 
résultat. Jim Bryson explique 
qu’ils « étaient allés à une pesée 
la semaine précédente et que la 
citrouille que nous avions là-bas 
était en fait quelque centimètre 
plus grand que celle que nous 
avions avec nous. Le légume était 
plus de cent livres plus légers que 
ce qu’il aurait dû être. J’espérais 
juste que nous ne serions pas plus 
légers ». 

Pendant que la citrouille était 
pesée, il y avait des gens qui 
montaient et descendaient de 
la balance pour l’ajuster afin 
d’obtenir le bon poids. Kelsey 
Bryson a vu le chiffre final avant 
qu’il ne soit appelé par le juge 
et pensait qu’il devait y avoir 
quelqu’un d’autre sur la balance. 
Lorsque le chiffre a été annoncé à 
2006,5 livres, elle raconte qu’elle 
« a presque accidentellement 

poussé mon père parce que 
j’étais sous le choc. Mon père et 
moi avons commencé à pleurer, 
et tout le monde nous félicitait, 
c’était fou » ! Son père renchérit 
que le moment était absolument 
incroyable.

Les Bryson se sont également 
essayés à la culture d’une 
diversité de produits géants. M. 
Bryson mentionne que par le 
passé « Nous avions une tête de 
tournesol d’environ 20 pouces 
et une tomate de six livres, mais 
j’ai abandonné tout cela pour me 
concentrer sur les citrouilles ». 
Lors de la pesée à Woodbridge, 
ils avaient également inscrit des 
tournesols dans deux catégories 
différentes. Cependant, Kelsey 
Bryson mentionne que les 
résultats de ces concours sont 
passés à la trappe : « Je pense 
que nous avons gagné la tête de 
tournesol ce week-end-là, mais 
nous étions tellement concentrés 
sur la citrouille que je n’en suis 

même pas certaine. Elle faisait 
21 pouces d’un pétale à l’autre. 
Et notre grand plant de tournesol 
mesurait 199 pouces, ce qui est 
assez petit pour nous ». Encore 
un exploit impressionnant !

L’équipe familiale se rend 
souvent en Ontario pour des 
pesées. Cela signifie qu’ils 
sont parfois parmi les seules 
personnes qui représentent la 
province. Kelsey Bryson dit : 
« Pour nous, la question n’est 
pas tant d’où nous venons, mais 
c’est plus excitant de revenir à 
Ormstown et de partager cette 
victoire avec notre communauté 
». Ils font l’expérience d’une 
autre communauté agricole tout 
en représentant la richesse que la 
région peut offrir.

Le processus de culture de ces 
citrouilles géantes n’est pas une 
formule secrète. Jim et Kelsey 
Bryson soulignent tous deux 
à quel point il est important 
de cultiver ces citrouilles sans 

labour. Kelsey Bryson explique 
que : « C’est un peu comme 
si vous créiez un tremblement 
de terre dans le sol et toutes les 
créatures vivantes qui pourraient 
aider votre citrouille à se déployer 
se mettent au travail. » Elle 
mentionne également qu’ils font 
usage d’une culture de couverture 
qui protège les sols durant l’hiver. 
Jim Bryson ajoute qu’ils sont tous 
biologiques, ce qui est moins cher, 
mais certainement beaucoup plus 
difficile à gérer.

Les deux s’accordent à dire 
que la culture de ces citrouilles 
au cours des 11 dernières années 
a été une excellente expérience 
pour leur relation. Ils ont tous 
deux tellement appris au cours du 
processus et affirment que sans 
cette expérience, ils seraient moins 
rapprochés. Ils ont déjà fait le 
poids dans le monde des citrouilles 
géantes et sont à peu près sûrs de 
maintenir cette tendance pour les 
prochaines années.

Callan Forrester

Traduit par Iris Delagrange

PHOTO courtoisie de Kelsey Bryson 

Jim et Kelsey Bryson avec leur citrouille primée à la Woodbridge Fall Fair le 9 octobre dernier.
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Nous espérons vous 

voir avant que nous 

fermions pour la 

saison le dimanche 

24 octobre.

Merci pour une autre  

année formidable !

Bourgon Assurances & Services Financiers
Ferme, Résidentiel, Auto/Véhicules de loisirs, Voyage

1710 Chateauguay, Huntingdon 450.264.6166 • 1497 Rte 201, Ormstown 450.829.4266
bourgon.ca

Avec des années d’expérience dans l’assurance habitation, nous vous proposons les 
solutions dont vous avez besoin pour couvrir votre maison et vos biens.

Au service des propriétaires, copropriétaires et locataires, nous sommes là pour répondre 
à vos questions et démystifier les termes et clauses des contrats d’assurance. Les facteurs 
qui influencent le coût de l’assurance habitation : L’adresse de la résidence, l’année de 

construction, le coût de reconstruction, le système de chauffage, s’il y a une piscine ou un spa, 
un système d’alarme, votre historique de sinistres, votre occupation/profession, si des activités 
professionnelles ou commerciales sont exercées sur les lieux, votre pointage de crédit. Nous 

évaluons ces facteurs pour obtenir la couverture dont vous avez besoin.

RAPPORT DE POLICERAPPORT DE POLICE

Un accident mortel  
à Saint-Anicet 

Un homme de 71 ans a perdu la vie 
après avoir été heurté par un camion 
lourd de 10 roues sur la route 132 à 
Saint-Anicet, le 11 octobre dernier. 
L’homme traversait l’autoroute 
à pied près du Club de Golf 
Saint-Anicet vers 13 h 15 alors 
que le camion circulait en 
direction ouest sur la route 132. 
La victime a été identifiée : Joe 
Hackett, un enseignant de Montréal. 
Il a été transporté en ambulance à 
l'hôpital du Suroît à Salaberry-de-
Valleyfield où son décès a été constaté. 
Le conducteur du camion a également 
subi des blessures mineures. 
Des reconstitutionnistes de la Sûreté 
du Québec ont été dépêchés sur les 
lieux pour déterminer la cause de 
l’incident. (SR)

Collision sur la route 202
Une collision impliquant une 

semi-remorque et une voiture a 
eu lieu sur la route 202 près de 
l’intersection avec le chemin Ridge à 
Hinchinbrooke, le 6 octobre dernier. 
Selon l’agent Valérie Beauchamp, 
du service de renseignements de la 
Sûreté du Québec, la semi-remorque 
est tombée dans un fossé, entraînant 
avec lui une petite voiture. Le 
camion s’est immobilisé contre un 
poteau électrique qui s’est fissuré, 
tombant sur lui par la suite, privant 
ainsi de nombreux foyers des 
environs d’électricité pendant une 
bonne partie de la journée. Quatre 
personnes ont été impliquées, 
dont une qui a subi des blessures 
mineures et qui a été transportée à 
l’hôpital en ambulance. Bien que 
la collision soit considérée comme 
mineure, elle aurait pu être bien 
pire. (CF)

PHOTO Chantal Hortop

Une opération a eu lieu pour retirer le véhicule lourd du fossé profond le long de la route 202 
à Hinchinbrooke et pour remplacer le poteau électrique défoncé par la semi-remorque.

Les membres locaux du Syndicat 
des travailleuses et travailleurs 
en petite enfance de la région 
ont fait la grève les 14 et 15 
octobre dernier. La manifestation 
de deux jours faisait partie des 
grèves tournantes qui ont eu lieu 
dans toute la province par des 
éducateurs de la petite enfance 
qui sont maintenant sans contrat 
depuis plus de 18 mois. L’action 
de la semaine dernière faisait suite 
à une première manifestation le 24 
septembre, qui a été lancée après 
que les 11 000 travailleurs des 
garderies publiques du Québec 
aient voté massivement en faveur 
d’un mandat de grève de 10 jours.

«On a l’impression d’être les 
derniers à être pris en considération 
», affirme Christine Parent, qui 
siège au comité des relations de 
travail du CPE Kaléidoscope qui 
compte des centres à Hinchinbrooke 
et à Saint-Chrysostome. « Nous 
n’avons pas été fermés pendant 
une journée depuis le début de la 
pandémie », dit-elle, soulignant 
que les éducateurs des CPE ont 
fourni des services de garde 
d’urgence au début de la crise et 
ont continué à travailler tous les 
jours dans un contexte difficile 
de directives de santé publique en 
constante évolution.

« Ce serait bien d’être reconnus 
comme les vrais professionnels que 
nous sommes », déplore Madame 
Parent, avant de souligner que 
même si la crise de la COVID-19 

a aggravé les problèmes au sein du 
système de garde, les motivations 
de cette grève restent les même. 
Elle dit que même si les demandes 
d’augmentation de salaire sont 
importantes, les travailleurs des 
CPE se battent aussi et surtout pour 
la reconnaissance et l’amélioration 
de leurs conditions de travail.

« Nous demandons que les ratios 
soient respectés », dit-elle, ajoutant 
qu’ils demandent également plus 
de temps pour planifier le travail. 
« Il y a beaucoup de choses que 
les parents ne réalisent pas qui 
se passent dans notre journée », 
explique-t-elle, comme la 
capacité à observer les enfants 
afin d’atteindre des objectifs de 
développement, développer des 
activités adaptées aux besoins 
de chaque enfant, puis travailler 
avec eux afin d’augmenter la 
participation et  l’implication des 
enfants.

«J’ai l’impression que nous 
avons plus que jamais le soutien 
de la population et des parents, 
mais nous ne sommes pas entendus 
par le gouvernement », a déclaré 
Christine Parent. « Je ne pense pas 
qu’ils se rendent compte de tout ce 
qu’ils demandent aux éducateurs 
des garderies et du peu qu’ils 
donnent en retour ».

Pour elle, les grèves se 
poursuivront tant que des progrès 
ne seront pas réalisés à la table des 
négociations. « Nous aimons notre 
travail, et s’occuper des enfants fait 
en sorte qu’il soit amusant d’aller 
travailler, dit-elle. Ce n’était pas 
notre premier choix ».

Manifestation des éducatrices 
de CPE pour des meilleures 
conditions de travail

Sarah Rennie

Traduit par Iris Delagrange

Vous avez quelque chose à dire ? Envoyez-nous une lettre à l’éditeur !

Courriel : info@the-gleaner.com • Courrier : The Gleaner, P.O. C.P. 1, Ormstown, Qc J0S 1K0
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Même vacciné, 
faites-vous dépister.

Si vous avez été en contact avec un cas de COVID-19

ou si vous avez des symptômes s’apparentant 
à ceux de la COVID-19, tels que :

Fièvre Toux
Perte du goût 

ou de l’odorat

Respectez les consignes d’isolement 
et passez un test de dépistage.

Québec.ca/testCOVID19

On continue de se protéger.
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Reconnaissance du soutien

Les Services d’information communautaire de la Vallée de la 

Châteauguay, propriétaire du Gleaner, tiennent à remercier le 

gouvernement du Canada pour le soutien suivant:

Le projet de planification des activités «Réinventer Le Gleaner» (2020-
2021) a été rendu possible grâce au Fonds d’appui stratégique aux 
médias communautaires offert conjointement par le Consortium des 

médias communautaires des langues officielles en situation minoritaire 
et le gouvernement du Canada (#CommunityMedia, #CMSSF).

L’engagement d’un stagiaire pour 2021 a été assuré dans le cadre du 
volet stages nationaux du programme «Jeunesse Canada au travail pour 
une carrière en français et en anglais», rendu possible par le Fonds 
d’appui stratégique aux médias communautaires du gouvernement du 
Canada.

Le talent des chèvres 
locales, au grand écran ! 

Les vedettes locales procurent 
un sentiment de fierté à leur 
communauté, et depuis quelques 
semaines, la région en compte 
deux nouvelles. Deux chèvres 
miniatures de la Ferme Coco & 
Sabot ont été choisies pour figurer 
dans un prochain épisode de Passe-

Partout, tourné dans la région. 
Ces chèvres auront l’occasion 
de rendre visite à l’agriculteur 
Fardoche, et elles ne manqueront 
pas de se faire remarquer. 
Jasmine Boucher et son mari sont 
les propriétaires de la Ferme Coco 
& Sabot. Ils ont grandi à Ormstown, 
mais vivaient à Montréal jusqu’à il 
y a environ cinq ans, lorsqu’ils ont 
décidé de s’établir dans la région. 
Leurs filles tenaient à avoir des 

chèvres, alors ils ont commencé 
avec deux bêtes et ont désormais 
un troupeau d’environ 25 bêtes.  
La série Passe-Partout a contacté 
la ferme directement à travers les 
médias sociaux ; Mme. Boucher 
est très présente en ligne, publiant 
régulièrement sur Facebook, 
Instagram et YouTube. Les chèvres 
ont été transportées dans une ferme 
à Godmanchester pour le tournage.  
Mme. Boucher connaît le caractère 
de chacune de ses chèvres et 
explique : « Elles sont comme 
des petits chiens. Elles me suivent 
partout, elles adorent être caressées, 
elles sont jalouses quand j’en 
caresse une et pas l’autre. Donc, j’ai 
vraiment choisi les deux qui avaient 
les meilleurs caractères ». Pendant 
le tournage, Fardoche avait une 
poche pleine de grains, alors ils le 
suivaient partout.

Callan Forrester

Traduit par Ian Ward

Photo Courtoisie de la Ferme Coco & Sabot

L’épisode de Passe-Partout mettant en scène les chèvres devrait être diffusé cet hiver, 
la date officielle n’ayant pas encore été annoncée. Les deux chèvres ont reçu un service 
complet, y compris des nouveaux noms et une chanson écrite à leur sujet.

Un nouveau terrain 
multisport inauguré  
à Ormstown

Le 15 octobre dernier, la municipalité 
d’Ormstown a fêté l’ouverture 
officielle du nouveau terrain de jeux 
multisport, situé derrière le centre 
récréatif d’Ormstown.  Le plan 
d’installation de la nouvelle surface 
sportive a été annoncé en mai 2021 
et, en quelques mois seulement, la 
ville a pu construire cette nouvelle 
attraction – un exploit impressionnant, 
car il y a eu de nombreuses difficultés 
d’approvisionnement dues à la 
pandémie.

La surface de jeux comprend deux 
terrains de pickleball (un jeu dérivé du 
tennis) et un terrain de basket-ball. En 
raison de la COVID-19, les participants 
devront apporter leur propre 
équipement afin de pouvoir jouer. En 
hiver, la surface sera transformée en 
patinoire avec la possibilité de faire du 
patinage libre et du hockey.

Un communiqué de presse 
expliquait que la nouvelle installation 
municipale a été rendue possible 
grâce à un investissement de $118 
986 dollars provenant du Fonds de 
Développement du sport et de l’activité 
physique, accordée à la ville par le 
ministère de l’Éducation dans le cadre 
du Programme d’aide financière aux 
infrastructures récréatives et sportives 

(PAFIRS) et par le programme Investir 
au Canada.

La députée fédérale Madame 
Claude DeBellefeuile, la députée de 
Huntingdon Madame Claire Isabelle, 
le maire d’Ormstown Monsieur 
Jacques Lapierre, les conseillers 
et les employés municipaux ainsi 
que les candidats aux prochaines 
élections étaient présents à 
l’ouverture. Mélissa Bourgoing, 
directrice des communications, 
du sport et de la culture de la 
municipalité de Ormstown, a démarré 
l’événement en donnant les détails 
et les caractéristiques de la surface 
multisport. Madame DeBellefeuille 
a ensuite parlé de l’importance de 
l’esprit communautaire et d’équipe 
et a souligné l’aide fournie par 
les gouvernements fédéraux et 
provinciaux. Elle a ensuite passé 
le microphone à Madame Claire 
IsaBelle, qui a félicité la municipalité 
pour un excellent projet et a souligné 
que la première étape afin d’améliorer 
le bien-être des citoyens est d’avoir 
une bonne idée, puis de demander le 
soutien nécessaire afin de la mettre 
en œuvre. Enfin, Jacques Lapierre 
a réitéré à quel point ce nouvel 
ajout contribuera au développement 
d’Ormstown. Il n’a pas manqué de 
remercier toutes celles et ceux qui ont 
participé au projet.

Callan Forrester

Traduit par Iris Delagrange

PHOTO Callan Forrester
Malgré la pluie, le maire Jacques Lapierre, le directeur général Georges Lazurka, la députée 
Claude Debellefeuille, la députée Claire IsaBelle et la directrice des communications 
d’Ormstown, Melissa Bourgoing, se sont rassemblés pour l’inauguration de la nouvelle 
surface multisports d’Ormstown.
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Pour voter,  
vous devez :
•  Être inscrite ou inscrit sur  

la liste électorale ;

•  Avoir 18 ans ou plus le jour  
de l’élection ;

•  Avoir obtenu la citoyenneté 
canadienne au plus tard  
le 1er septembre 2021 ;

•  Ne pas être sous curatelle  
ni avoir perdu vos droits  
électoraux ;

Remplir l’un des deux groupes  

de conditions suivants au  

1er septembre 2021 :

<   Si votre domicile est situé 
dans la municipalité, vous 
devez habiter au Québec 
depuis au moins six mois ;

<   Si votre domicile n’est pas 
situé dans la municipalité, 
vous devez être propriétaire 
d’un immeuble (chalet, 
immeuble à logements, etc.) 
ou occuper un établissement 
d’entreprise situé sur le 
territoire de la municipalité 
depuis au moins 12 mois  
et avoir transmis à la  
municipalité une demande 
d’inscription à la liste  
électorale ou une procuration, 
par écrit, dans les délais 
prévus.

Où voter ?
Portez une attention particulière 
aux communications émises  
par votre municipalité ; elle 
vous informera de l’endroit  
où vous devez vous rendre  
pour voter. N’hésitez pas à 
communiquer avec votre 
présidente ou président  
d’élection pour connaître  
tous les détails.

Ce qu’il faut  
apporter pour  
aller voter
Au bureau de vote, vous  
devez établir votre identité  
en montrant l’un des documents 
suivants :

•  Votre carte d’assurance  
maladie ;

•  Votre permis de conduire ;

•  Votre passeport canadien ;

•  Votre certificat de statut  
d’Indien ;

•  Votre carte d’identité des 
Forces canadiennes.

Parce que les services  
municipaux sont au cœur  
de notre quotidien. 

Les dimanches  
31 octobre et  
7 novembre,  
de 9 h 30 à 20 h,  
allons voter !

Élections municipales 2021

1 888 ÉLECTION (1 888 353-2846)
info@electionsquebec.qc.ca
www.electionsmunicipales.quebec450-264-6937 • 450-567-7893 • CentralBoiler.com

FERME MAIVIEW FARM E&R Maither

Concessionnaire à plein service

Installation

Conception de  
planchers radiants

Le pouvoir sous-estimé 
de nos municipalités

Presque ignoré des citoyens et 
citoyennes - à en croire le faible taux 
de participation aux dernières élections 
(44 %) - le palier municipal influence 
pourtant grandement notre qualité 
de vie. Les conseils municipaux ont 
d’importantes responsabilités qui 
affectent non seulement notre quotidien, 
notre santé et notre bien-être, mais aussi 
notre résilience face aux changements 
climatiques et leurs conséquences 
sur chacun et chacune d’entre nous. 
Inondations et tempêtes qui détruisent ou 
abîment nos maisons et infrastructures, 
smog et îlots de chaleur qui menacent 
notre santé, sécheresses qui réduisent la 
quantité d’eau disponible à la population 
et aux récoltes: nos villes et villages se 
retrouvent souvent premiers répondants 
face aux conséquences de la crise 
climatique et environnementale. 

Le pouvoir des municipalités est plus 
vaste que la « simple » gestion des 
poubelles et le déneigement des rues. 
Qu’il s’agisse du choix de nos modes de 
déplacement de tous les jours - voiture, 
autobus, marche, vélo - pour nous 
rendre au travail, à l’école, à l’épicerie, 
tous sont influencés par les décisions 
prises par nos villes. Votre municipalité 
encourage-t-elle l’adoption de moyens 
de transport peu polluants, conviviaux et 
sécuritaires? Avez-vous accès à un bac 
de compost ou êtes-vous contraint(e)
s à jeter vos déchets organiques à la 
poubelle? 

Les municipalités peuvent mettre 
en place des mesures pour favoriser 
la réduction des déchets à la source 
et le tri collectif. Nos conseils de 
villes influencent également ce qui se 
retrouve dans nos assiettes : de l’accès 
à un marché public aux commerces de 
proximité qui vendent des produits sains 
et locaux, à l’agriculture urbaine et aux 
jardins communautaires. 

Elles ont aussi un immense pouvoir sur 
l’aménagement du territoire - ce à quoi 
ressemblera la ville, son architecture - la 
préservation des terres agricoles et notre 
souveraineté alimentaire, la protection 
des milieux naturels et de la biodiversité. 
Ce sont elles qui dessinent nos milieux 
de vie : parcs, ruelles vertes et quartiers 
verts, espaces naturels, si indispensables 
à notre bien-être. Pas seulement les parcs 
à chiens. Bref, le municipal planifie à 
quoi ressemblera notre communauté 
aujourd’hui et demain. 

Les experts du climat (GIEC) et de 
l’ONU sonnent l’alarme : nous devons 
réduire immédiatement et massivement 

les émissions de gaz à effet de serre 
(GES). Au Québec, cela signifie 
entre autres électrifier nos transports, 
stopper l’étalement urbain, densifier les 
quartiers, diminuer l’auto-solo, changer 
nos habitudes de consommation y 
compris alimentaires. Nos petits gestes 
citoyens ne suffiront pas s’ils ne sont pas 
accompagnés de politiques ambitieuses 
et de véritables actions de la part de tous 
les décideurs, de tous les secteurs. Il ne 
s’agit pas de réduire des GES pour la 
satisfaction d’atteindre une cible, non, 
on parle ici d’améliorer notre santé, 
notre qualité de l’air, notre qualité de vie, 
notre bien-être, notre sécurité, notre vie 
en communauté. Il semble évident que 
les efforts en valent bien le coup! Ne pas 
agir entraînerait beaucoup plus de pertes 
et de deuils. 

Le 7 novembre prochain, les 
électeurs et électrices du Québec seront 
appelé(e)s à choisir les représentants et 
représentantes de 1 108 municipalités 
du Québec qui prendront des décisions 
déterminantes pour l’avenir de leur 
communauté pour les quatre prochaines 
années, et dont les effets se feront sentir 
pendant des décennies. 

Afin d’aider la population à faire 
des choix éclairés lors du scrutin, 
nous citoyens et citoyennes de la 
Municipalité d’Ormstown, tentons 
d’organiser une assemblée citoyenne 
virtuelle et non-partisane sur les enjeux 
environnementaux et la vision d’avenir 
de notre municipalité, pour permettre 
aux électeurs et électrices d’entendre les 
propositions concrètes que souhaitent 
mettre en place nos candidats et 
candidates afin d’adresser l’urgence 
climatique. Philippe Besombes, 
Christine McAleer, Kenneth Dolphin, 
Tom Vandor, Pierre Bohemen, Jacques 
Guilbault, Francis Brissette, Lucille 
Morin, Stephen Ovans, Jonathan Allen, 
Eric Boudreau, Suzanne Hutchinson, 
Kimberly Barrington, Alice Loney, 
Mark-Olivier Soucy, Shane Beauchamps 
et Chantale Laroche, nous espérons que 
vous répondrez présent à cette invitation. 

Alain M. Gaulin 

Citoyens pour un développement 

responsable dans le HSL
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POSTE NOM

M *Linda Gagnon (SCP)

1 *Raymond Lazure (SCP)

2 *Marc Myre (SCP)

3 *Michel Dupuis (SCP)

4 *Justin Nieuwenhof (SCP)

5 *Marie Myre

6 *Daibhid Fraser (SCP)

DU
N

DE
E

POSTE NOM

M *Deborah Stewart (SCP)

1 David Jowle

1 Justin Moss

2 *James Gaw (SCP)

3 *Donald Bergevin (SCP)

4 *David Drummond (SCP)

5 *Markus Liebl (SCP)

6 Matthew Wallace (SCP)

EL
GI

N

POSTE NOM

M Douglas Brooks (SCP)

M Yves Métras (SAP)

M Jacques Roy

1 Marc-André Laberge (SCP)

1 Lea Leahy

2 Luc Grégoire

2 Lyne Mckenzie

2 Sébastien Rémillard (SCP)

3 Simon Brennan

3 Stéphane Nadeau

3 Michel Vaillancourt (SCP)

4 Mark Blair

4 Josianne Brault-Lussier

5 Nathaniel St-Pierre

5 Caro Viscusi Rémillard

6 Daniel Cabot

6 Vincent Meloche (SAP)

6 Éric Payette (SCP)

FR
AN

KL
IN

POSTE NOM

M *Pierre Poirier (SCP)

1 *Marie Galipeau (SCP)

2 Michel Duheme

2 Marcel Forget

3 Alyssa Ann Leblanc

3 Denis Vallières (SCP)

4 Jean-Maurice Daoust (SCP)

4 Jean Legros

5 Judith Fouquet

5 William Henry Martin (SCP)

6 Sylvie Lemay

GO
DM

AN
CH

ES
TE

R

POSTE NOM

M Stéphane Gingras

M Denis Henderson (SCP)

1 *Hélène Lavallée (SCP)

2 Philippe Bourdeau

2 Lori Sutton Carroll (SCP)

3 Gregg Edwards (SCP)

3 Audrey Ferraro

4 Vivianne Bleau

4 Daniel Boileau (SCP)

5 *Michael Allen (SCP)

6 David Lemieux-Bibeau

6 Christopher Sherrington

HA
VE

LO
CK

POSTE NOM

M Lucien Bouchard (SAP)

M Vladimiro Massignani

1 Michel Dauphinais

1 Richmond Viau (SCP)

2 *Deborah Beattie (SCP)

3 Jan Pitrik

3 Maude St-Hilaire (SCP)

4 Julie Bergeron

4 Bernard Farrell

4 Véronique Laramée-Paquette

5 Jean-Marc Lamoureux

5 André Tremblay

6 *Pierre Mineau (SCP)

CA
N

TO
N

 D
’H

EM
M

IN
GF

OR
D

POSTE NOM

M *Drew Somerville (SCP)

1 *Normand Lussier (SCP)

2 *Michael Krohn

3 *Christopher Hill (SCP)

4 *Jonathan Mailloux

5 *Jayne McNaughton

6 *Lucie Bourdon (SCP)VI
LL

AG
E 

D’
HE

M
M

IN
GF

OR
D

POSTE NOM

M Alfred Mackay

M Edgar Malboeuf

M Mark Wallace (SAP)

1 *Elgin Macfarlane (SCP)

2 *Kirk Feeny (SCP)

3 *Tanya Clarke

4 Mark Bakos (SCP)

4 Ralph Duncan

5 Stuart Iverson

5 Laurie Ann Prevost

6 Gerry Bocchicchio

6 Margo McCaffrey

6 Nadia Ricard (SCP)

HI
N

CH
IN

BR
OO

KE

POSTE NOM

M *Richard Raithby (SCP)

1 *Ronald Lavoie (SCP)

2 Jordan McArthur

2 Patrice Rose

3 *Jean-Denis Billette (SCP)

4 *Danny McArthur (SCP)

5 *Louise Cholette (SCP)

6 *Ryan Bulmer (SCP)

HO
W

IC
K

POSTE NOM

M *André Brunette (SCP)

1 *Denis St-Cyr (SCP)

2 *Andrea Geary (SCP)

3 *Dominic Tremblay (SCP)

4 *Florent Ricard (SCP)

5 *Maurice Brossoit (SCP)

6 *Rémi Robidouxn (SCP)
HU

N
TI

N
GD

ON

POSTE NOM

M Philippe Besombes

M Christine McAleer

1 Kenneth Dolphin (SCP)

1 Thomas Vandor

2 Pierre Bohemen

2 Jacques Guilbault (SCP)

3 Francis Brissette

3 Lucille Morin

3 Stephen Ovans (SCP)

4 Jonathan  Allen

4 Éric Bourdeau

4 Suzanne Hutchinson

5 Kimberley Barrington

5 Alice Loney

5 Mark-Olivier Soucy

6 Shane Beauchamp

6 Chantale Laroche

OR
M

ST
OW

N

POSTE NOM

M Gino Moretti (SCP))

M André Picard

1 *Ginette Caza (SCP)

2 Bradley Duke

2 Marius Trépanier

3 Audrey Caza

3 Sarah Drouin

4 *Sylvie  Tourangeau (SCP)

5 Guy Champagne

5 Anne-Marie Leblanc

6 Lyne Cardinal

6 Carole Éthier

SA
IN

T-
AN

IC
ET

POSTE NOM

M *Louise Lebrun (SCP)

1 *Johanne Béliveau

2 *Marilou Carrier (SCP)

3 Miriame Dubuc-Perras

3 Stéphane Fortier

4 *François Gagnon

5 *Denis Larocque

6 *Daniel Pinsonneault

SA
IN

TE
-B

AR
BE

POSTE NOM

M Gilles Dagenais (SCP)

M Steve Laberge (SAP)

M Michel Labonté

1 Mario Henderson (SAP)

1 Colette Jaquet (SCP)

1 Michel Taillefer

2 *Marc Roy (SCP)

3 Jonathan Major

3 Jean-Luc Payant

4 *Richard Beaudin (SCP)

5 *Martin Lafond

6 Suzan Demers

6 Henri Major

SA
IN

T-
CH

RY
SO

ST
OM

E

POSTE NOM

M *Yves Daoust (SCP)

1 *François Leduc (SCP)

2 *Jean-François Poirier (SCP)

3 *Julie Baillargeon (SCP)

4 *Christian  Brault (SCP)

5 *Mélanie Genesse (SCP)

6 *Paul Lavallière (SCP)SA
IN

T-
LO

UI
S-

DE
-G

ON
ZA

GU
E

POSTE NOM

M Jean-Pierre Gaboury

M Jean-François Gendron (SAP)

1 *Sylvain Poirier

2 *Mario Prévost

3 Michel Taillefer (SAP)

3 Louise Théorêt (SCP)

4 Raymond Martin

4 Pierre Phoenix

5 *Jacques Mailloux

6 *Mario Archambault

SA
IN

T-
ST

AN
IS

LA
S-

DE
-K

OS
TK

A

POSTE NOM

M *Agnes McKell (SCP)

1 *Danny Anderson (SCP)

2 *Karine Poirier (SCP)

3 *Guy Bergevin (SCP)

4 *Jonathan Craig (SCP)

5 *Jim Templeton (SCP)

6 *Pascal Laramée (SCP)TR
ÈS

-S
AI

NT
-S

AC
RE

M
EN

T

Élections 
Municipales 2021

Jour du scrutin : 7 novembre 2021

LÉGENDE
Postes : M se réfère au maire(sse) et les 
chiffres se réfèrent aux numéros de poste

* : Candidat(e) Élu(e) sans opposition

SCP: Sortant(e) de ce poste

SAP: Sortant(e) d’une autre poste

Votez en grand nombre aux élections municipales
Les résidents d’Elgin, de Franklin, de 

Godmanchester, de Havelock, du Canton 
de Hemmingford, de Hinchinbrooke, de 
Howick, d’Ormstown, de Saint-Anicet, 
de Sainte-Barbe, de Saint-Chrysostome, 
et de Saint-Stanislas-de-Kostka, pour-
ront exercer leur droit de vote soit au 
bureau de vote par anticipation le 31 oc-

tobre, soit le jour du scrutin. 
Tous les électeurs doivent être inscrits 

sur la liste électorale de leur municipal-
ité. Dans une lettre adressée au Gleaner, 
l’ancien agent électoral et résident de 
Havelock, Gerald Beaudoin, a rappelé 
que c’est une responsabilité individu-
elle de s’assurer que son nom est inscrit 

sur la liste, car « il n’existe aucun mé-
canisme permettant d’apporter des cor-
rections sur place le jour du scrutin ». 
Les résidents dont le nom n’apparaît pas 
sur la carte d’inscription de l’électeur 
envoyée par leur municipalité doivent 
communiquer avec le directeur du scru-
tin pour s’assurer que leur nom figure 

sur la liste. Les résidents de Dundee, de 
Huntingdon, de Très-Saint-Sacrement, 
du Village de Hemmingford et de 
Saint-Louis-de-Gonzague ne seront 
pas appelés aux urnes pour les élections 
municipales du 7 novembre, car les 35 
sièges, y compris ceux des maires, n’ont 
pas été contestés. (SR)
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OPINION

LE 7 NOVEMBRE, VOTEZ POUR

CHRISTINE McALEER

POUR MAIRE DE ORMSTOWN.

VOTEZ COMME SI L’AVENIR DE

ORMSTOWN EN DÉPEND.

C’EST VOTRE AVENIR. À VOUS LE CHOIX.

Lucille Morin

Je suis candidate au 
poste numéro 3, Conseil 
municipal d’Ormstown.

À votre écoute et  

à votre service

Votez le 7 novembre!

VOTEZ POUR STEPHEN OVANS
Conseiller au siège # 3, 3e terme

Élections Municipales : Dimanche, 7 novembre • Vote par anticipation : Samedi, 30 octobre

MON VILLAGE NATAL, ORMSTOWN
Je suis un agriculteur de 4e génération, pompier volontaire, conseiller municipal et fier résident 

d’un des plus beaux villages du Québec.

MES PRIORITÉS :
1. Investir l’argent des contribuables de façon responsable afin d’assurer que chaque citoyen puisse en bénéficier

2. Infrastructures : Systèmes d’aqueduc et d’égouts ainsi que le réseau routier
3. Service des incendies (pompiers volontaires) : Mise à niveau des équipements aux standards requis

MON ENGAGEMENT :  
Je désire poursuivre mon devoir de transparence envers tous les citoyens du village et de la 

paroisse, tel que je l’ai toujours fait dans le passé. 

Stephen Ovans, Conseiller au siège # 3 
Merci de votre soutien,  

Stephen Ovans. bonnieview6170@yahoo.com

Il y a quatre ans, les 

vents du changement 

ont soufflé à Franklin.

Le 7 novembre  

Hissons les voiles  

encore!

Votons Douglas Brooks maire
Expérience,Vision et Engagement.

Ces candidats qui façonnent nos avenirs
Je souhaite par ce texte rendre 

hommage aux candidats des présentes 
élections municipales. Depuis 
quelques semaines, ils arpentent 
les rues de leur municipalité pour 
rencontrer les citoyenNEs et les rallier 
autour d’objectifs communs.

Ce plus récent exercice démocratique 
est une nouvelle opportunité 
d’apprendre à connaître son voisin, 
apprendre des opinions des autres et 
de s’élever collectivement. Les enjeux 
qui doivent être discutés auront, de par 
leur échelle locale, un impact certain 
sur la qualité de vie des prochaines 

années, mais aussi pour les générations 
futures.

Plus encore, la prochaine élection, 
est un tournant dans beaucoup de 
sujets. Les actuelles crises climatiques, 
sanitaires et sociales démontrent à quel 
point il est urgent que tous les paliers 
gouvernementaux doivent prendre leurs 
mandats au sérieux. D’autant que toutes 
ces crises sont inter-reliées et appellent 
à une action concertée de tous les 
acteurs – gouvernementaux, civiles et 
privés. Par exemple, les futurs schémas 
d’aménagement (plans d’urbanismes 
qui fixent plusieurs règlements 

municipaux dont les différents zonage) 
influenceront l’étalement urbain, 
l’accessibilité au logement, les îlots de 
chaleur et le transport actif. Ces facteurs 
sont reconnus avoir un impact certain 
sur les crises en question et seront 
travaillés et/ou votés par les prochains 
conseils municipaux élus.

Encore une fois, félicitations et 
remerciements à tous ces candidats du 
Haut-Saint-Laurent qui contribueront à 
ce que les enfants d’aujourd’hui et de 
demain puissent vivre aussi bien sinon 
mieux que nous.

Maintenant, chèrEs concitoyenNEs, 

à vous, aussi, la responsabilité de 
voter en connaissance de cause et de 
vous informer sur ce que chacunE des 
candidatEs propose, même s’ils ont déjà 
été éluEs. Pour ce faire, plusieurs outils 
sont déployés.  Que ce soit au travers 
de ce journal ou de ceux déployés par 
la CDC du Haut-Saint-Laurent, par 
exemple, la présence et l’accessibilité de 
ces outils disqualifie toute excuse pour 
ne pas avoir fait son devoir de citoyen. 
Il reste encore plus de 2 semaines pour 
y voir !

Rémi Pelletier, Directeur Général 

CDC du  Haut-Saint-Laurent

Enfin, l’espoir revient à Ormstown
Selon les données publiées par le 

ministère des Affaires municipales, la 
moitié des maires au Québec ont déjà 
été élus par acclamation.

Mais, nous à Ormstown, parlant aux 
gens du village, je constate clairement 
qu’ils sont vraiment contents de pouvoir 
enfin aller voter le 7 novembre. En 
examinant la liste des candidats, il est 
certain que nous aurons un nouveau 
conseil municipal ; c’est une belle 
surprise que de retrouver dans la liste 
des gens réfléchis qui veulent mettre fin 
au saccage de notre village.

Enfin, un maire qui devra maintenant 
être à l’écoute des citoyens parce que 
plusieurs candidats aux postes de 
conseillers expriment ouvertement la 
volonté que village reste un village et 
qu’il ne devienne pas un petit Mercier!

Ce dernier conseil municipal a donné 
des terres agricoles à des spéculateurs. 
De plus, le maire Lapierre avait suggéré 
au début du projet de La Rivière aux 
Outardes que les maisons seraient en 
briques pour respecter le cachet de notre 
village. Beau mensonge que ce fut : 
c’est une banlieue de Montréal. Cela 
n’est pas Ormstown.

Maintenant, les gens des Outardes 
viennent voir les beaux arbres du vieux 
Ormstown. Eux, dans leur coin, ils n’ont 
même pas un arbre sur le terrain de jeu 

pour les enfants. Ce que nous avons 
maintenant, c’est beaucoup de trafic, 
partout, tout le temps.

La police l’autre jour s’est arrêtée à 
côté de moi parce que je marchais dans 
la rue et m’a dit que cela est interdit par 
la loi ; j’ai expliqué au gendarme que les 
trottoirs de la rue Lambton et de la rue 
Bridge sont plein de trous et de bosses, 
que mes jambes sont engourdies tout le 
temps et qu’une fois je suis tombé ; que 
j’avais une fois demandé expressément 
au maire de les réparer.  Mais le maire 
n’a pas eu le temps de penser à de 
simples trottoirs parce que lui, il pense 
grand.

Mais nous le savons, le maire ne 
marche jamais. Pour pouvoir le voir, 
c’est en photo dans le Gleaner. Le maire 
ne marche pas, mais les enfants eux, 
aimeraient pouvoir le faire. Pour aller à 
la bibliothèque, pas de trottoir, pour aller 
utiliser les installations sportives que 
nous avons payés 75,000$ au CVR, pas 
de trottoir. Et de plus il voulait installer 
sans réfléchir un centre culturel sur la 201 
à l’ancien Centre de conditionnement 
physique. En dehors du village.

L’autre grand changement: plus de 
trafic, plus de bruit.

Plus d’une centaine de citoyens 
avaient manifesté il y deux ans à l’hôtel 
de ville pour dénoncer ses façons de 

faire. Cela, il ne pourra jamais l’oublier.

Adieu monsieur Lapierre.

Richard Lupien

Ormstown
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AGRICULTURE

Une micro-ferme à Saint-Anicet mise 
sur le développement durable  

Lorsque Sylvie Racette a lancé sa 
Micro Ferme Retour aux Sources, elle 
voulait créer une entreprise agricole 
autonome – un endroit où les gens 
peuvent en apprendre davantage sur 
le développement durable et comment 
le mettre en pratique à la maison, en 
suivant des ateliers afin d’acquérir de 
nouvelles compétences. Désormais 
cinq ans plus tard, la ferme grandit et 
prend enfin la direction dont Sylvie 
Racette a toujours rêvé.

L’entrepreneure a déménagé dans la 
région avec son conjoint il y a près de 
dix ans, en achetant une ancienne ferme 
sur les routes secondaires de Saint-
Anicet. Elle se sentait déjà très à l’aise, 
ayant souvent visité la ferme de ses 
grands-parents pendant sa jeunesse. Le 
projet agricole a été lancé par le couple 
afin de tenter de devenir auto-suffisants. 
Cela a commencé avec quelques 
chèvres et quelques plantes, et Sylvie 
Racette a enseigné divers ateliers sur 
l’agriculture durable. Elle a également 
enseigné le tricot, la fabrication du 
savon, la fabrication du pain artisanal 
et la mise en conserve, et elle a même 
fait venir des invités pour enseigner 
d’autres compétences qui lui étaient 

moins familières. 
Plus tard, Sylvie Racette a choisit de 

se lancer dans l’élevage d’animaux. « 
Je voulais des animaux qui produisaient 
de la laine. J’ai toujours aimé les arts de 
la fibre – ma mère avait un magasin de 
laine et j’ai grandi dedans », mentionne-
t-elle. Elle a donc acheté quelques 
moutons finlandais Finnsheep et a 
continué à offrir des ateliers.  

Entre-temps, Mme Racette apprenait 
aussi elle-même à traiter et à teindre sa 
propre laine. « Il m’est venu à l’esprit 
que si c’est ce que nous aimions, 
prendre soin des animaux, travailler 
avec les fibres et la laine, pourquoi ne 
pas se plonger complètement dedans ? 
», dit-elle. Le couple a investi dans 
d’autres moutons, en particulier des 
Bluefaced Leicesters, des Rambouillets 
et d’autres Finnsheep. Elle explique 
qu’elle a choisi ces races notamment car 
c’est elles qui produisent la meilleure 
laine pour le tricot : « Toute les laines 

de mouton sont bonnes, mais elles sont 
toutes différentes, et toute la laine n’est 
pas bonne pour tous les types de projets 
et de produits finis ». Ils ont également 
planté un grand jardin de fleurs pour 
en faire de la teinture pour la laine, 
car l’objectif était de produire tous les 
ingrédients sur place, du début à la fin.

Avec ces grands projets en cours, il 
est devenu évident qu’une nouvelle 
grange plus spacieuse était de mise. 
Ils avaient besoin d’espace pour loger 
les animaux pendant l’hiver, ainsi 
qu’un espace pour transformer la laine, 
accueillir les participants aux ateliers et 
avoir un petit magasin pour vendre leurs 
produits à la ferme. « Nous savions 
aussi que nous ne voulions pas d’une 
grange comme celles qui sont plus 
couramment construites de nos jours ; 
il fallait qu’elle soit complémentaire 
au reste de la propriété et à la maison, 
qui a 175 ans, explique Mme Racette. 
C’est pourquoi nous avons construit 

une grange sur poteaux ».
Comme le développement durable lui 

tient à cœur, Sylvie Racette s’est assurée 
de s’approvisionner dans le Haut-
Saint-Laurent pour ses en matériaux 
de construction. Elle a pu trouver tout 
le nécessaire pour ériger la grange 
auprès de dix fournisseurs différents 
dans la région. « Nous sommes très 
fiers du fait que tous les matériaux pour 
la grange proviennent d’entreprises et 
de producteurs locaux, jusqu’aux vis 
», dit-elle. Ils prévoient également de 
réutiliser le bois de l’ancienne grange 
notamment pour décorer l’intérieur de 
la boutique – en réutilisant autant que 
possible les anciens matériaux.

Bien que le chantier de construction 
ait nuit autres activités agricoles, Sylvie 
Racette sait apprécier la situation. 
L’objectif est d’y amener les animaux 
au cours de novembre, puis de préparer 
les autres espaces pour l’année 
prochaine, à temps pour la reprise des 
ateliers. Il reste encore un peu de temps 
avant que la transformation de la laine 
ne recommence pour de bon, mais elle 
s’impatiente déjà. 

Mme Racette espère pouvoir 
continuer à travailler avec la 
communauté et à la soutenir à mesure 
que la ferme se développera. « Lorsque 
vous achetez chez moi, vous soutenez 
également mon fournisseur de foin de 
Godmanchester, mon fournisseur de 
grains de Saint-Louis-de-Gonzague et 
tous les autres habitants de ma région 
où je m’approvisionne », dit-elle. Pour 
l’entrepreneure, l’agriculture durable 
n’est pas seulement importante pour la 
planète, mais aussi pour la communauté.

PHOTO Sylvie Racette 

L’ancienne grange a été démolie, et la nouvelle grange sur poteaux est en cours de construction.

Rachel Patenaude

Traduit par Iris Delagrange

Les Producteurs de lait du Québec : 5000$ 
pour la santé mentale en milieu agricole

L’organisation a été saluée par 
l’UPA pour ce don de 5000$, fait 
dans le cadre de la Journée Mondiale 
de la santé mentale 2021 et qui 
viendra s’ajouter aux dons d’autres 
organisations agricoles dans le cadre 
de la campagne de socio-financement 
qui vise à assurer les services de deux 
travailleurs de rang de la Montérégie.

Les Producteurs de lait du Québec 
sont particulièrement sensibles à 
cette cause car les producteurs laitiers 
sont parmi les agriculteurs les plus 
sévèrement touchés par les questions 
de santé mentale dans l’exercice de 
leurs fonctions : 

« La pression financière, les longues 
heures de travail, le regard porté sur 
nos pratiques par certains groupes 
de citoyens, l’impact des conditions 
climatiques sur la gestion de nos fermes 
et les conflits intergénérationnels sont 

des raisons qui peuvent affecter notre 
santé mentale.  Quand la pression 
devient trop forte, quand rien ne va 
plus, il est essentiel de pouvoir se 
confier à des gens qui connaissent 
la nature de notre travail et qui 
nous aident à trouver des solutions 
adaptées à nos réalités afin que nous 
puissions retrouver notre équilibre 
psychologique » affirme Peter Strebel, 
président du conseil régional des 
Producteurs de lait de Montérégie-
Ouest, et membre du conseil 
d’administration des Producteurs de 
lait du Québec.

L’Organisation mondiale de la 
santé a décrété que chaque 10 octobre 
servirait à sensibiliser les gens aux 
enjeux de santé mentale.

« Pour notre organisation, l’enjeu 
de la santé mentale de nos membres 
constitue une priorité. La Montérégie 

étant un grand territoire comptant 
plus de 6 800 fermes, l’embauche 
d’une deuxième ressource pour 
répondre aux besoins des agriculteurs 
est vite devenue nécessaire.  Le don 
des Producteurs de lait du Québec 
est significatif et nous sommes 
reconnaissants pour cet appui » a 

ajouté Jérémie Letellier, président de la 
Fédération de l’UPA de la Montérégie. 

La région de la Montérégie est 
fière de compter 6880 fermes dont 
879 fermes laitières dont 368 en 
Montérégie-Ouest.  Ces fermes livrent 
annuellement environ 20% de la 
production de lait de la province. (ID)
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Having a ball: Matt Heaton thrives on 
playing rugby at the international level

Matt Heaton is currently making 
big strides in his rugby career. Born 
and raised in Godmanchester, he’s 
now currently touring the world 
with the Canadian men’s national 
rugby team, as well as with Atlanta, 
Ga.’s professional team, Rugby 
ATL.

Heaton got his start playing rugby 
at Chateauguay Valley Regional 
High School (CVR). “I think it was 
grade 8; Dave Furey was the rugby 
coach at the time, and I wanted to 
play football very badly; I didn’t 
even want to play rugby,” he says. 
“I went into it completely blind, 
played that year, and caught the bug 
from then on. That’s the [greatest] 
thing about the Valley, the pride 
we have in the sporting culture at 
CVR.”

Heaton went on the play at John 
Abbott College, and then with the 
Ormstown Rugby Football Club 
(RFC), Saint-Anne-de-Bellevue 
RFC, and James Bay RFC. 
Looking to continue playing the 
sport, Heaton moved to the United 
Kingdom, where rugby tradition is 
rich. “There’s so much more rugby 
culture there,” he says. “I moved to 
Wales, started playing club rugby 
for fun, and I moved up the food 
chain pretty quickly.”

He first played in the Otley Rugby 
Union Football Club (RUFC) 

in a small town outside Leeds; 
he mentions that the rural town 
reminded him of “back home”. 
He then moved up to Darlington 
Mowden Park RFC of County 
Durham, England – a big step up 
for him. “The brand of rugby they 
played suited me, it was very fast 
and athletic, it was high-skill and 
high-pressure,” he says.

Playing for Canada

While playing in the United 
Kingdom Heaton was looking for 
his next opportunity, which came 
when the Canadian national men’s 
team called him to try out. He began 
playing with the Canadian team 
in 2016 and made his first Rugby 
World Cup (RWC) debut in 2019, 
playing against Italy.

“I expected to go on this trip and 
not play at all, and then there were 
a few injuries and I just kind of got 
thrown in on that first game. I’ll 
never forget it. I came on and I was 
just so nervous; there were over 
20,000 people in the stadium.”

Heaton continues to play for 
Canada to this day, having been 
recently made co-captain of the 
national team.

The U.S. Major League
In 2020, Heaton began playing 

professionally for Rugby ATL, 
representing Atlanta, Ga. in the 
Major League Rugby union (MLR). 
Established in 2017, the MLR is 
the first major league rugby union 

in North America, consisting of 11 
teams from the U.S. and one from 
Canada.

Heaton has also been named 
co-captain of Rugby ATL for the 
2021 season. When asked about 
the biggest difference between 
playing in the U.K., where the 
sport is old, and the U.S., where 
it’s relatively new, he says, “I think 
the U.S. is going to bring a level 
of professionalism that they don’t 
really have in the lower divisions 
of rugby in the U.K. and other 
European leagues. Rugby ATL is 
very professional. When [I’m] on 
tour with the Canadian team it’s 
about as professional as it gets, with 
the equipment we have, the trainers 
we use, and we have the same 
requirements here at Rugby ATL.”

He mentions that MLR is being 
given the quintessential American 
sports experience, with loud, in-
your-face marketing, t-shirts shot 
out of cannons, and half-time shows. 
But beyond all the showboating, 
the MLR is dedicated to bringing 
professional rugby to Americans. 
It has managed to snag top players 
from around the world, including 
from the U.K., New Zealand, and 
South Africa where the sport is 
already incredibly popular. It has 
also established the Rugby Network 
where people can watch all MLR 
games for free, in order to promote 
the league.

The exciting last few years in 

Heaton’s career have been disrupted 
by the global pandemic. In fact, his 
first season with the MLR was cut 
short just weeks after beginning. 
When the 2020 season was called 
off, Heaton went home for most 
of the year. “At my grandparents’ 
we’ve always had a garden, so I 
started working in the garden. I did 
some landscaping and construction 
jobs,” he says. “I, for once, didn’t 
train, I just switched off – which as 
rugby players we don’t [do] enough. 
I kind of pushed the reset button. I 
realized how lucky I am; I literally 
play a game for a living.”

He mentions that going back for 
the 2021 season was strange after 
having taken so much time off. 
When asked about the experience of 
playing the season during an ongoing 
pandemic, he says, “Coming back, 
we were one of the teams that took 
COVID very seriously. [There were 
players] throughout the MLR who 
got COVID at the beginning of the 
season, but we didn’t have to stop 
any games, and I don’t believe 
any teams have had any outbreaks 
since.” 

Heaton’s first full season in MLR 
ended on August 1. After winning 
the eastern conference, Rugby ATL 
lost the championship game to LA 
Giltinis with a final score of 31-17. 

From playing rugby at CVR to 
touring the world as a professional 
athlete playing the game he loves, 
Heaton has certainly come far.

Rachel Patenaude

Matt Heaton (right) first played rugby at Chateauguay Valley Regional High School, and now 
plays at the international level for a professional team in Georgia, as well as for Team Canada. 

PHOTOS Karl L. Moore
Matt Heaton, shown here in the centre holding the ball, began playing for Rugby ATL in 2020.
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LOCAL BUSINESSES

Vignoble Cortellino celebrated for white wine

Across the Valley we have a 
multitude of vineyards that produce 
delicious and unique wines. The 
people at Vignoble Cortellino in 
Saint-Urbain Premier are passionate 
about producing and promoting 
high-quality Quebec wines and have 
recently been celebrated for a wine of 
their own.

Sophie Cortellino started the 
business in 2009 with her father, 
Joseph. The family had owned the 
land for many years but had always 
rented it out to other farmers. The 
first year the vineyard opened, only 
a small section of the land (one 
hectare) was used. In the first few 
years of operation, Cortellino says 
they had “a lot of family and friends 
who came to help us out.” They have 
since expanded to three hectares and 
are planning on planting more vines 
each year until they reach their goal 
of six hectares.

The vineyard is definitely a family 
affair. Though it was started by 
Cortellino and her father, she explains 
that her mother and partner are both 
heavily involved in the process as 
well.

Expansion was difficult to achieve 
this year because of difficult weather 
conditions. Due to the harsh frost 
in the Valley this spring, Vignoble 
Cortellino lost a significant portion 
of its grapes. “We lost about 30 
per cent of what we had,” explains 
Cortellino. “However, we had a 
new section that still produced a 
little this year.” The new section, in 
an expansion area, covered most of 
the loss so that they will still be able 
to meet their average production. 
What’s especially disappointing 
this year, though, is that the grapes 
that did make it were exceptionally 
beautiful; it is a shame there weren’t 
more.

Recently, the vineyard was 
recognized for one of its wines by 
magazine and website Protegez-

Vous. No one from the vineyard 
had submitted entries to any sort of 
contest, so finding out was a bit of 
a surprise: “We didn’t even know; 
it was a client that told me that we 
were in Protegez-Vous.” The website 
placed the vineyard’s Piccolo-Grigio 
as first place winner for white wines 
in the month of August. “With the 
reputation that Protegez-Vous has, it 
was really great to be recognized by 
them and to broaden our audience.”

Vignoble Cortellino is always a 
proponent of supporting Quebec 
wines. They want people to feel 
pride in buying a wine from our 
region, just like we feel pride in 
buying our meats and produce here. 
“There was an era where we’d 
have a beautiful meal and we’d 
be proud of having fresh products 
from Quebec, but we’d buy a bottle 
of wine that was from Europe.” 
Cortellino explains that their focus 
is on creating wines that people can 
use as their go-to: “We want to make 
wine that people can always have 
at their house.” She says she wants 
“people to always go for Quebecois 
wine, not just for an occasion, but 
whenever.”

As part of their commitment, the 
vintners are active participants in 
the “Je déguste un vin québécois” 
initiative. Cortellino explains that 
“Each year on September 12 we try 
to promote and encourage people to 
either try a Quebec wine for the first 

time or to discover a new vineyard.” 
Le Conseil des vins du Québec 
(CVQ) is behind this initiative, and 
Cortellino is excited to be involved 
because Quebec has “tons of 
amazing treasures to discover.”

A successful vineyard is beneficial 
to the community in more ways 
than one. Not only does the support 
of local winemaking help such 
businesses thrive, it also helps to 
drive the local economy. “It’s the 
economy and it’s jobs! Lots of 
jobs are related to vineyards and 
wine and agriculture. It creates jobs 
both directly and indirectly,” says 
Cortellino.

Vignoble Cortellino products 
can be found at some SAQs and 
specialty stores around the Valley, 
as well as being available for 
purchase on the website. Cortellino 
says, “The best way is to come buy 
the wine at the vineyard and at the 
same time you can do a tasting and 
meet us.”

Callan Forrester

PHOTO Courtesy of Vignoble Cortellino

Joseph Cortellino and his daughter Sophie. 

Vignoble Cortellino is located in Saint-Urbain-Premier; however, their wines can easily be 
found in stores across the Valley. 
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LETTERS

Letter: Finally, hope is  
back in Ormstown

According to the facts published by 
the minister of municipal affairs, half of 
the mayors in the province have already 
been elected, since nobody applied for 
the posts.

Here in Ormstown, speaking to 
different people in my neighbourhood, 
it’s obvious that the citizens are very 
happy to go vote on November 7.

Looking at the list of candidates, it is 
for sure that we are going to have a new 
council, and one that I hope will be more 
willing to stop the rampant development 
of our village.

Finally, we might have a mayor who 
will now have to listen to citizens, 
because several candidates for councillor 
positions openly express the wish that 
the village remain a village and that it 
does not become a small Mercier!

The last city council rezoned 
farmland for speculators. In addition, 
Mayor Lapierre had suggested at 
the start of the Rivière aux Outardes 
project that the houses would be made 
of brick to respect the character of our 
village. What a beautiful deception 
that was, because the project is just 
a suburb of Montreal. This is not 
Ormstown.

Now the people of that development 
come to see the beautiful trees of old 
Ormstown. They, in their corner, do 
not even have any – not even a tree on 
the children’s playground.

The police the other day stopped 
next to me because I was walking 
on the street and told me that it is 
against the law. I explained to the 
constable that the sidewalks on 

The underestimated power of our municipalities
The municipal level of 

government is virtually ignored 
by most citizens (if the low 
participation rate in the last 
election, 44 per cent, is any 
indication) yet it has a significant 
impact on our quality of life. 
Municipal councils have important 
responsibilities that affect not 
only our daily lives, health, and 
well-being, but also our resilience 
in the face of climate change and 
the impact it has on each and every 
one of us.

Floods and storms that destroy 
or damage our homes and 
infrastructure, smog and heat 
islands that threaten our health, 
droughts that reduce the amount 
of water available to people and 
crops – our cities and towns often 
find themselves the first to have 
to react to the fallout from the 
climate and environmental crisis.

A direct impact on our daily 
lives and our future

The power that municipalities 
have is broader than that of 
“simply” managing garbage 

collection and clearing the streets 
in the winter.

Whether we choose to travel to 
work, school or the grocery store 
by car, bus, walking or biking, we 
are all affected by the decisions 
made by our cities. Does your 
municipality encourage the 
adoption of low-emission, user-
friendly and safe modes of 
transportation?

Do you have access to a 
compost bin or are you forced 
to throw your organic waste into 
the garbage? Municipalities can 
introduce measures to encourage 
waste reduction at the source and 
community sorting.

Our city councils also influence 
what ends up on our plates, 
from access to public markets 
and neighbourhood stores that 
sell healthy local produce, to 
urban agriculture and community 
gardens.

They also have immense 
power over such areas as land-
use planning: what a city and its 
architecture will look like; the 

preservation of farmland and our 
food sovereignty; the protection 
of natural environments and 
biodiversity. They are the ones who 
design our living environments, 
the parks, green laneways and 
green neighbourhoods, and the 
natural spaces that are so essential 
to our well-being – not just dog 
parks.

In short, the city plans what our 
community will look like today 
and in the future.

Climate experts, such as the 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) and the 
United Nations, are sounding the 
alarm: we must immediately and 
massively reduce greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions. In Quebec 
this means, among other things, 
electrifying our transportation, 
putting an end to urban sprawl, 
“densifying” our neighbourhoods, 
reducing the use of single-
person cars, and changing our 
consumption habits including 
our eating habits. The small 
gestures that we make as citizens 
will not be enough if they are 
not accompanied by ambitious 
policies and real action on the 
part of all decision-makers in all 
sectors.

This does not mean reducing 
GHGs simply for the sake of 
achieving a target; no, it is about 
improving our health, the quality 
of our air, our quality of life, our 
well-being, our safety, and our 
community life. It seems obvious 

that the effort is well worth it! 
Failure to act would result in 
much greater loss and grief.

A crucial election
Next November 7, Quebec voters 

will be called upon to choose the 
representatives of 1,108 Quebec 
municipalities who will make 
decisions that determine the future 
of their communities for the next 
four years, the effects of which 
will be felt for many years.

In order to help the public 
make informed choices when 
it comes to election time, 
we citizens of Ormstown are 
attempting to organize a virtual, 
non-partisan citizen’s assembly 
on environmental issues and 
the vision for the future of our 
municipality, to allow voters to 
hear the concrete proposals that 
our candidates intend to implement 
in order to address the climate 
emergency. Philippe Besombes, 
Christine McAleer, Kenneth 
Dolphin, Tom Vandor, Pierre 
Bohemen, Jacques Guilbault, 
Francis Brissette, Lucille 
Morin, Stephen Ovans, Jonathan 
Allen, Eric Boudreau, Suzanne 
Hutchinson, Kimberly Barrington, 
Alice Loney, Mark-Olivier Soucy, 
Shane Beauchamps, and Chantale 
Laroche hope you will respond to 
this invitation.

Alain M. Gaulin

Citoyens pour un  

développement responsable  

dans le Haut-Saint-Laurent

Lambton and Bridge Streets are full 
of holes and bumps, that my legs 
are numb all the time and that one 
time I fell. I said that I had once 
expressly asked the mayor to repair 
them, but the mayor does not seem 
to have time to think of simple 
things like sidewalks because he 
always thinks big.

But, as we know from the pictures in 
The Gleaner, the mayor never walks. 
The children would like to be able 
to walk, but to go to the library, no 
sidewalk; to use the sports facilities 

that we paid $ 75,000 to CVR, no 
sidewalk for the children. He wanted 
to set up a cultural center on Route 
201 at the former fitness center 
outside the village. No sidewalk.

The big change is more traffic, more 
noise. More than a hundred citizens 
demonstrated two years ago at the 
town hall to denounce his program 
and decisions, and this is something 
he should never forget.

Adieu monsieur Lapierre, bon 
voyage.

Richard Lupien, Ormstown

Photo of the Week, October 20, 2021

If you would like to see your 

photo featured as our “Photo 

of the Week,” please submit it 

to info@the-gleaner.com.

PHOTO Megan Thompson

The rich colours of the 
fall landscape have been 
especially bright this year 
across the Valley. This 
gorgeous rural scene looking 
out over a Hinchinbrooke 
cornfield at sunrise on October 
13 was submitted by Megan 
Thompson. 
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OPINION

Time to act on online harassment
Canada’s news publishers, who 

employ 3000 journalists from coast to 
coast to coast, believe that free speech, 
journalistic freedom, and a strong, 
healthy, commercially viable, and 
fiercely independent media ecosystem 
are all vital to our democracy.

Canadians rely on their newspapers 
and news media to be their trusted 
sources of information, helping them 
make informed choices and holding 
people and institutions, including 
governments and corporations, 
accountable.

We hope that Parliamentarians will 
come together and take meaningful 
action to combat hate speech and other 
kinds of harmful content online, while 
ensuring that freedom of expression 
and free debate are recognized, 
preserved, and protected.

We are among the country’s leading 
defenders of freedom of speech. 
At the same time, as employers, 
we strive to provide a safe, healthy, 
and inclusive work environment for 
our journalists. As businesses who 
supply news and analysis, we also 
strive to protect our customers: the 
public who read our news and engage 
with us and their fellow readers. 
We listen to our customers. We take 
our responsibilities to them and the 
broader public seriously. We try to 
build a better common future for all. 
And we are accountable for both our 
actions and inaction.

As a business, the news publishing 
industry remains under threat from 
unregulated and unchecked social 
media and online communication 
service providers. At the same, our 
journalists and readers face online 
harm constantly. Ask any journalist, 
and they’ll tell you that criticism 
comes with the job. And rightly so. 
But hate, harassment, and online and 
physical harm shouldn’t. It comes 
from the right, the left, and everywhere 
in between, and its victims are all 

too often women and racialized 
journalists.

We are united in supporting our 
journalists and newsrooms against 
those who seek to silence them and 
threaten their safety. Together, we will 
continue to advocate for industry-wide 
responses to end this behaviour.

Across the globe, journalists 
face physical, judicial, and online 
harm. In addition to harassment 
from individuals, journalists face 
sophisticated defamation campaigns 
to discredit them. These threats, and 
their potential impact on journalistic 
freedom of expression, have 
detrimental implications for society at 
large.

The findings of a survey conducted 
by the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 
and the International Center for 
Journalists about online violence 
against women journalists are 
alarming: 73 per cent of women 
respondents said they had experienced 
online violence; 20 per cent said they 
had been attacked or abused offline in 
incidents seeded online; and 41 per 
cent said they had been the targets 
of online attacks that appeared to be 
linked to orchestrated disinformation 
campaigns.

The impact of this violence on mental 
health is sobering: 38 per cent missed 
work; 11 per cent quit their jobs; and 
two per cent abandoned journalism 
altogether. It also impacts journalistic 
practices and audience engagement: 
30 per cent self-censor on social 
media; 20 per cent only ‘broadcast’ 
and avoid all interaction; and 10 per 
cent avoid pursuing particular stories.

Like news publishers, online 
platforms curate content. They reap 
all the benefits of being a publisher, 
albeit on much more commercially 
favourable terms. At present, 
however, they do not have the same 
responsibilities and are not held 

accountable in the many ways that 
news publishers are in Canada. Indeed, 
they have allowed fake news and 
disinformation to proliferate around 
the globe, and they have profited from 
it handsomely.

Big Tech has a societal obligation 
to moderate these activities, just 
as any news publisher does. In the 
United States, section 230 of the 
U.S. Communications Decency Act 
exempts them from liability over 
hosting user-generated content and 
from liability when they choose to 
remove that content. However, global 
companies operating in Canada are 
subject to Canadian law and should 
conduct themselves accordingly.

As advertisers know, these firms 
have enormous and extremely 
sophisticated technical prowess. Why 
then have they failed in their duty 
as content moderators and allowed 
harmful content targeted at journalists 
to be amplified on their platforms?

As a matter of principle, our 
journalists should be afforded the 
same protections in the online world 
as they are in the offline world. 
Accordingly, we recommend that 
the Government of Canada explicitly 
recognize online threats to journalists 

directly in legislation. At the same 
time, online platforms should act 
responsibly. First, they should act 
upon reports of harassment from news 
publishers and journalists within 24 
hours. Second, they should invest 
in technology to detect online hate 
against journalists. Third, they should 
detail online harm against journalists 
in their transparency reports. Fourth, 
they should be held accountable 
through Canada’s libel, defamation, 
and hate laws, just as Canada’s news 
publishers are. Fifth, they should face 
economic penalties when they fail to 
comply with Canadian laws. Finally, 
they should make it hard for internet 
trolls to ‘profit’ from the monetization 
of content that harms journalists.

As a society, we need to do 
everything we can to protect 
democratic expression, but that 
doesn’t mean that we can’t protect 
journalists. All publishers, including 
internet intermediaries, should be 
held accountable for harmful content. 
Canada’s publishers stand with our 
journalists, who won’t be silenced, 
and readers, who want to be informed.

Jamie Irving is Chair and Paul 

Deegan is President and CEO  

of News Media Canada.

The Anchor and Wings group 
celebrated the ninth annual Alternative 
Mental Health Day on October 10, as 
did several other alternative resource 
organizations across the province. 
The event, which coincided with 
World Mental Health Day, took place 
under the theme Des lieux et des 

liens empreints d’humanité, which 
highlighted places and relationships 
imprinted with humanity.

The Ormstown-based group also 
took advantage of the occasion to 
remind locals of the importance of 
alternative mental health resources, 
which are welcoming places of 
mutual support that play an essential 
role in our communities.

“While alternative mental health 
resources have redoubled their efforts 
and creativity throughout the first 
waves of the pandemic, we are calling 
on the Quebec government to ensure 
that the next interdepartmental action 
plan on mental health recognizes and 
supports the work of these community 
groups,” says the director of Anchor 
and Wings, Geneviève Couture.

In a statement issued on behalf 
of the organization, Couture is also 
careful to remind locals that the doors 

to the community-based alternative 
mental health resource are always 
open.

Anchors and Wings welcomes 
adults living with, or who have lived 
through, a mental health issue or 
emotional distress. The organization 
offers a living environment that 
allows individuals to help each other 
while breaking the social isolation 
facing those dealing with a mental 
health issue. Alternative activities and 
services are provided to help people 
regain control of their lives, improve 
their autonomy and quality of life 
through counselling, personal growth 
as well as informative and creative 
workshops, music, sports and cultural 
activities, referrals, community 
involvement, and free transportation 
for members.

Couture notes that an alternative 
mental health resource is a welcoming 
place for everyone. “Whether you are 
feeling good or bad, you are welcome,” 
she says. “Whether you are looking 
for art therapy, meditation, someone 
to listen, workshops on mental health 
or medication, or simply a coffee and 
warm welcome: there are beautiful 
things happening here.” (SR)

Anchor and Wings 
highlights Alternative 
Mental Health Day
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OBITUARY

LAWRENCE, Robert Vincent 

1936-2021

Robert Vincent Lawrence, born in 
Sweetsburg (Québec), passed away peace-
fully in Ormstown on October 13, 2021, 
at the age of 85 years.

Robert is survived by his loving wife of 
62 years, Doris Jean Ednie, his daughters 
Katherine (George) and Margaret (Gilles), 
his two grandsons Andrew and Matthew, 
as well as his brother William (late Sheila), 
nieces, nephews, family, and friends. He 
was predeceased by his sisters Mary (late 
Leslie Orr) and Pat (late Jim McCaffrey) 
and by his brothers Malcolm (Ann) and 
John (Marge).

Bob participated in many community 
activities in Ormstown – volunteer Fire 
Department (over 40 years), town council, 
Ormstown Housing Committee and 
Lions Club. He was greatly loved by all, 
and his gentle spirit and quick humor will 
be fondly remembered.  

Respecting his wishes, a private celebration 
of his life will be held at a later date.

As an expression of sympathy donations 
may be made to the Women’s Auxiliary 
of the Barrie Memorial Hospital, or to 
the Foundation of CHO, 65 Hector St., 
Ormstown, QC J0S 1K0.

Funeral arrangements entrusted to  
McGerrigle Funeral Home inc., Ormstown 
Tel. 450.829.2214 – www.mcgerrigle.com

OBITUARY 

HAYES, William (Bill)

William “Bill” Hayes, son of the late 
Catherine (Lewin) and Joseph Hayes, 
passed away in Rockburn on Saturday, 
October 9, 2021, aged 86 years. Beloved 
husband of Marguerite Hayes, née 
Longy. He leaves to mourn his children 
Bill (Sharon), Edwina ( Joann), John 
(Lorianne), Stephen (Chantal) and 
Kimberley ( Joey); his grandchildren Alex 
( Jill), Philippe (Susan), Ashley, Spencer, 
MacKenzie, Emma, Julian, Andrew, Paul 
and Alice; and his great-grandchildren 
Tenley, Kevlyn-Lee and Keiron. Pre-
deceased by his granddaughter Sarah.

The funeral will be held in the intimacy of 
the family. Those wishing to express their 
sympathy through a donation in Bill’s 
memory may do so to the ALS Society 
of Québec (5415 Paré Street, suite 
200, Mont-Royal, Québec, H4P 1P7,  
www.sla-quebec.ca). Funeral entrusted 
to Rodrigue Montpetit et Fils Inc. 
170 Chateauguay Street, Huntingdon, 
Québec, J0S 1H0, 450-264-5331. Online 
condolences and tributes may be made at 
www.rodriguemontpetitfils.com. 

Rodrigue Montpetit  
et Fils Inc. 

McGerrigle 

Funeral Home Inc. 

70 Lambton, Ormstown Qc • (450) 829-2214

www.mcgerrigle.com

Cremation

Pre-arrangements

Owner: Ilse Laliberté

In Memory of 
Iona (Lamb) MAITHER 

June 22nd, 1938 – Oct. 28th, 2019

In memory of a loving Mom, who was the 
most steadfast woman I’ve ever met, who 

started out with so little but ended with so 
much. “Mom” was the strong back-bone of 
the family, one of whose trademark phrases 

was “my shoulders are broad,” and who 
everyone could agree would never turn 

anyone away from her door.

She was loved completely by her husband 
Ronald and her children.

Known for her lifelong work with all the 
trappings of the Rockburn Presbyterian 

Church – from Sunday School to Church 
Dinners and baking for them (and even 

shoveling off the snow from its steps well 
into her retirement after her husband, who 

had done it all his life, had passed). She 
always strove to ingrain a high moral fibre 

in her children.

Mom was an entrepreneur who started 
early in her life doing house-cleaning in 
the area, to end learning French, and to 

retire after a second career as a government 
cook while we grew up. Frugality was her 

trademark – and that of her husband – and 
she taught it well.

Amongst many of Mom’s loves was picking 
wild berries and having big vegetable gardens, 

which taught her kids the drive to stick to 
aims of getting “meaningful things” done.

And in times of trouble, I’m stilled with 
the solid memory of her picking raspberries 

in the back yard.

Love you, Mom, as I always will love 
picking raspberries.  

And thimble-heads too.

Lyndon

In Memoriam

COMMUNITY

Poppies and the pandemic: Valley Remembrance Day events

As November 11 approaches, 
Legions in the area are making plans 
for their Poppy Campaigns and 
Remembrance Day services. Although 
restrictions aren’t as tight this year, 
not all the usual Remembrance Day 
activities will be happening.

The Huntingdon Legion will 
be having a public ceremony on 
November 7 at 11 a.m. at the cenotaph 
located in Prince-Arthur Park. The 
ceremony will be preceded by a small 
parade with scouts and girl guides, 
something that did not happen last 
year. Although there will not be any 
church services or the usual luncheon, 
the ceremony will be open to the 
public, with COVID-19 precautions 
applied.

The Ormstown Legion will be 
holding its Remembrance Day 
ceremony on November 7 at 2 p.m. at 
the cenotaph in Lindsay Cullen Park. 
Although there will be no parade, the 
ceremony will be open to the public.

The Hemmingford Legion is holding 
its Remembrance Day ceremony at the 
cenotaph on November 11 at 11 a.m. 
The cenotaph is located across the 
street from the Legion at 486 Avenue 
Champlain. There will be no parade 
or church service; however, the public 

is invited to come to the ceremony. 
There will be pipers and soldiers from 
the Royal Canadian Hussars for the 
colour party.

The Royal Canadian Legion’s 
Poppy Campaign begins on October 
29 nationwide. Shops, banks, and 
post offices across the Valley will be 
offering Poppies, and they can also be 
procured from the Legions themselves.

This year marks the 100-year 
anniversary of the adoption of the 
poppy as a symbol for remembrance 
in Canada. Inspired by John McRae’s 
poem In Flanders Fields, France’s 
Anna Guérin had the idea to create 
and distribute a Remembrance Poppy 
on Armistice Day to raise money for 
veterans’ needs and to remember those 
who had fought in the First World War.

The original Poppies, designed 
by Guérin, were made of silk and 
attached to clothing like a boutonniere. 

They were often made by the widows 
and children of soldiers who had died. 
The funds gathered were used to help 
both veterans and families who lost 
members to the war.

After successfully starting the 
campaign in her home country of 
France, Guérin introduced it to ally 
countries, calling it Inter-Allied Poppy 
Day. She was able to spread the 
campaign to the United States, Great 
Britain, Australia, New Zealand, 
Canada, and Newfoundland, which 
was not part of Canada at the time. 
100 years later, Legions and veterans’ 
associations across all these countries 
continue to honour the tradition.

Today in Canada, all money raised 
by the Royal Canadian Legion 

Poppy Campaign goes towards direct 
assistance for veterans in financial 
need, as well as to funding for medical 
equipment, medical research, home 
services, and long-term care homes.

Rachel Patenaude

PHOTO Royal Canadian Legion
To memorialize the 100-year anniversary 
of the Poppy Campaign, a commemorative 
Poppy, which is a replica of the original 
design from 1921, is available for purchase 
at the Legion’s online store.

Crossword 
puzzle answers

(puzzle on 

page 9)



Charles Robert
Courtier immobilier – Real Estate Broker

514.346.3908

charles-robert.comcharlesrobert321@gmail.com

HERITAGE

Whether you are 
looking to buy or sell, 
come see me for the 

best of service 
and results!

Your property  
sold HERE!

Cheers!

HUNTINGDONHUNTINGDON

DUPLEXDUPLEX

TOWN SQUARETOWN SQUARE

MLS # 28597136MLS # 28597136$299,000$299,000

NEW
SAINT-LOUIS-DE-GONZAGUESAINT-LOUIS-DE-GONZAGUE

Beautiful 2020 Construction – semi-detached home 
with garage. Main floor: open-concept kitchen with large 
island, dining room and living room. 3 bedrooms, 2 full 
bathrooms. Finished basement with family room. Large 
entrance hall with 11-foot ceiling and large windows 

throughout. Private fenced-in backyard with 14 X 14-
foot deck overlooking the neighbouring forest.  

Close to highway 30.

$349,900 – MLS # 17476790$349,900 – MLS # 17476790

BEAUHARNOISBEAUHARNOIS

DUPLEXDUPLEX

GREAT INVESTMENTGREAT INVESTMENT

MLS # 20843881MLS # 20843881$299,900$299,900

HINCHINBROOKEHINCHINBROOKE

MLS # 19590045MLS # 19590045
REDUCED PRICEREDUCED PRICE

$229,000$229,000

HUNTINGDONHUNTINGDON

MLS # 26314860MLS # 26314860
REDUCED PRICEREDUCED PRICE

$195,000$195,000

ORMSTOWN: NEW CONSTRUCTION – AVAILABLE JULY 1, 2022ORMSTOWN: NEW CONSTRUCTION – AVAILABLE JULY 1, 2022

1589 Chemin de la Rivière-aux-Outardes  (16 units) with elevator access 

Beautiful Large 4½ Condo-style apartments – 1050 square feet of living space – open concept, 
kitchen with large island, dining and living room, two bedrooms, laundry room and bathroom 
with double sinks, bathtub, and separate shower. Large private patio/balcony. 

Includes - Air exchanger, Wall-mounted air 
conditioner with remote, central vacuum with 
basic accessories, Internet, cable TV, exterior 
storage space and parking space.

MLS # 15213718MLS # 15213718

RENTAL PRICES:

Garden level: $ 1,150 / month
1st floor $ 1,175 / month

2nd floor: $ 1,200 / month
3rd floor: $ 1,250 / month


