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Ormstown plans major
Investments to address
ongoing water issues

I Sarah Rennie

The  municipal council in
Ormstown has adopted a balanced
budget forecast for 2022, which
introduces a hefty three-year capital
program designed to address the
water issues that have plagued the
town for years.

The municipality will spend
around $14.3 million combined
over three years on an aqueduct
network intervention plan and
the construction of a new water
fltration plant. About two-thirds
of the expense is expected to be
subsidized by government grants.
A study is already underway
regarding the fltration plant, and
the municipality has promised to
hold a public consultation on the
major infrastructure project before
any fnal decisions are made.

Mayor Christine McAleer says the
situation with the aqueduct network
has reached a critical point, and the
council felt it was left with little
choice but to address the problem
head-on. The municipality issued
four boil water advisories in January
alone due to water main breakages.
Engineers have identifed a section
in the older part of the municipality
asa icode red.T

1Right now, we are just patching,
patching, patching,” says McAleer
of the costly temporary repairs being
made to the deteriorating pipes.
Current upkeep of the system costs
the municipality over $250,000
a year, she says, suggesting the
situation is no longer sustainable.

Municipal taxes to rise

McAleer admits major residential
development projects planned in

the municipality are accelerating
the need to address the water
situation quickly, as some reports
have suggested the fragile system
may not cope with the additional
pressure.

She saysacommon misconception
is that development will increase
the tax base to then pay for services.
Growth within the municipality has
come with additional expenses, she
explains; 1Things have to be done
in a certain order. Water has to
come frst.” The mayor also points
out matter-of-factly that an increase
in tax revenue alone will not meet
these necessary expenses.

10ver the years, the tax rate has
gone down and there have been no
previsions made for this work,T
McAleer says. The municipality
has introduced a ivery modest
tax increase to try to even out the
budget,T she admits. On average,
Ormstown residents will face a 4.4
per cent increase, which McAleer
points out will still be less than the
rate in place in 2006.

To help residents manage, the
municipality has introduced a
schedule of four payments, and
McAleer says they hope to be
able to offer citizens the option of
making monthly contributions by
next year.

Prioritizing the environment

1The main thing that is occupying
us right now is the water,T says
McAleer. “But we are still mindful
of the services we want to offer,T
she explains, which is why there are
funds set aside for a water park in
2023, for example.

Counter to a certain perception,
the council is also not anti-
development; rather, it is for

Recess plus new snow
equals pint-sized sculptures

The fact that most of our season-predicting groundhogs forecast six more weeks of win-
ter is no problem for these students at Franklin Elementary School, who clearly enjoy the
creative possibilities of the snow at recess. A good thing too, as the Valley was once again
buried in a deep layer of the white stuff towards the end of last week. For more details,
see the weather roundup by Ormstown weatherman Peter Finlayson on Page 22.

i

PHOTO courtesy of Franklin Elementary School

responsible  development  that
factors in the protection of the
environment. TWe want to work
with the promoters,” McAleer
says, while signaling a shift in
orientation for the municipality.
1The environment is a priority,T
she insists, suggesting they want to
ensure that effcient housing as well
as green and recreational spaces are
included in residential development
plans.

1We want to be involved in the
discussion,T she says, noting the
municipality will be reviewing
its zoning by-laws to ensure
they are more ecological and
environmentally  friendly. Steps
will be taken to protect the land,
rivers and waterways, wildlife,

natural resources, and the unique
architectural  character of the
municipality.

The environment will also factor
heavily in the municipalityis
approach to the water issue, says
McAleer, who admits sewage
management will be part of the
plan. According to the Fondation
Riviéres organization, Ormstown
dumped a portion of its raw sewage
directly into the Chateauguay River
on 59 occasions in 2020.

1Everything is going to centre on
water in the next couple of years, T
McAleer says, while insisting
another priority will be involving
residents in the many decisions the
council will make as it navigates out
of its water problems.
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Activities for Semaine des Régions

Place aux jeunes en région has
announced the eleventh edition of
the Semaine des regions, taking
place from February 7 to 11. Place
aux jeunes Montérégie is hosting a
isingles nightT for those aged 18 to
35 on Sunday, February 12 at 6:30
p.m. Registration is required, and
can be done by emailing mhebert@
cje-pierredesaurel.com by Thursday,
February 10 at4 p.m.

More locally, Place aux jeunes
Haut-Saint-Laurent  will  broadcast
video clips on regional producers and
businesses. These can be found on the
Facebook page, PlaceauxjeunesHSL.
For more information on the various
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MARCH BREAK

Melissa’s Sunshine Camp
$5/c\aj

e cooking = Music «
fun e art e and much more! »

ear olds

defciency or autism

events, please contact Marylene at
placeauxjeunes@mrchsl.com.

Snow castle building contest

Def Chateau de Neige is hosting a
province-wide snow castle building
contest. To participate, simply build
a snow castle, take a picture of it, and
register it on www.defchateaudeneige.
ca using the TparticipateT tab. Those
who register their snow castles from
now until Monday, March 14 will have
the chance to win prizes such as an $80
gift card to SEPAQ, or a $100 gift card
to either Sports Expert or SAIL. Full
details can be found on the website.

The Little Green Library

Thanks to the support from
the  municipalites of  Dundee,
Elgin,  Franklin,  Godmanchester,
Hinchinbrooke, and Huntingdon, the
services at The Little Green Library are
offered free to all residents of these six
municipalities for the duration of 2022.
A membership card is also available to
residents of other municipalities for $20.

Adult skating lessons in
Hemmingford

The Hemmingford Sports Association
is hosting a free skating lesson for
adults on Sunday, February 13 from 11
a.m. to noon. Skates and a helmet are
mandatory; skate loans are available.
The lesson will be taking place at the

games « outdoor

pelissa’s S"%ﬁ

Famille

.
Quebec

Hemmingford Recreation Centre at 550
Goyette Avenue.

March break day camp registration

Melissais Sunshine Camp is taking
applications for its March break day
camp. The camp is for children aged 5
to 11. The camp takes place between
February 28 and March 4 from9am.to 3
p.m. For more information, call 450-264-
6340 or email melissasunshinecamp@
gmail.com. The Google form to sign up
can be found on the Melissais Sunshine
Camp Facebook page.

Winter activity with the Club
Optimiste de Saint-Anicet

The Saint-Anicet Optimist Club will
be holding an outdoor winter activity in
collaboration with the Saint-Anicet Golf
Clubon Sunday, Feb. 13 from 11:00a.m.
t0 4:00 p.m. at the golf club. Visitors can
take advantage of the groomed walking,
snowshoe and cross-country ski trails, as
well as the sliding area. Hot drinks will
be available to participants near the fre
pit. Profts will go to the Optimist Club
to beneft activities for young people in
the community.

Non-pro [t boosts access to
healthy food, launches survey

Les Complices Alimentaires is a
non-proft based in Saint-Michel that
helps citizens in the region get access
to produce fi predominantly fruits and
vegetables. The goal is to increase
access to healthy food for people living
in poverty and vulnerable situations in
the region. This is achieved by sourcing
local produce that canit be sold, for
whatever reason, and preparing and
preserving it for those in need. This work
was recognized by the Montérégie-\West
Integrated Health and Social Services
Centre (CISSSMO) last November
when Les Complices Alimentaire won
the Hippocrates Award for public health
innovation.

FARM MANAGEMENT
& TECHNOLOGY
PROGRAM (152.BO)

APPLY NOW!

Deadline: March 1st, 2022

For information and application:
www.mcqgill.ca/fmt - fmt.macdonald@mcaqill.ca

Located in Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue, QC

McGall

MACDONALD CAMPUS

At the end of January, Les Complices
Alimentaires launched a survey to gather
information on fruit and vegetable
consumption habits in the Montérégie-
Ouest, with the intention to learn more
about the needs of the community and
improve services. The organization
states that 1The survey aims to collect
your suggestions on how to promote
access to food.T

For those interested, a link to the
survey is provided on the Facebook
page, Les Complices Alimentaires, and
can be completed in French or English.
The survey can also be found online at
this address: https:/fr.surveymonkey.
com/r/LCAen (RP)
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Valley schools faring
well despite shortages

Sarah Rennie

LJI Reporter

1Things are going ok,T says the
New Frontiers School Board (NFSB)
director general, Rob Buttars, of the
current situation in Valley schools. The
situation may not be ideal; but, so far,
the impact of the Omicron wave has
been less disruptive than imagined
when students returned to classes a
little over a month ago.

Currently, approximately 5.2 per cent
of elementary students attending NFSB
schools are absent from class because
they are following isolation protocols,
while 3.1 per cent are absent due to a
positive diagnosis by a rapid test.

The numbers are slightly lower
at the secondary level, where 2.8
per cent of students are at home
isolating, while 2.8 per cent have
tested positive for the virus. Overall,
including the adult education and
professional sector, 3.7 per cent of the
student population is in isolation due
to exposure to the virus, while 2.7 per
cent are recovering from COVID-19.

The numbers suggest NFSB schools
are faring well, with overall absenteeism
below the provincial-wide rate of just
over 4.7 per cent for students.

As of early last week, there were
26 teachers throughout the school
board who were absent, including
nine in isolation, Fve with the virus,
and 14 whose absence was unrelated
to a COVID-19 diagnosis. “We have
been very fortunate with our staff,T
Buttars says, while noting that most
of the teachers who are currently
unable to be in the schools are
continuing to work from home.

According to Bonnie Gilmour, the
interim local president of the Union
of professional and offce employees
(SEPB 576) which represents support
employees at the NFSB, there is a
great deal of uncertainty surrounding
return to work protocols following a
positive test or direct exposure. iThe
governmentis constant changing
of this protocol is leading to added
confusion for everyone,T she says,
noting that while it is encouraging
that support staff were added to

the priority list for PCR testing, the
guidelines are simply not clear.

1Due to the shortage of teachers,
many of our support staff members
have been asked to move into a teaching
role,T says Gilmour. Others have been
asked to Fll in as replacements or have
seen additional roles assigned such
as administering rapid tests, all while
ensuring daycare centres remain open,
students are supported, and schools and
centres continue to run smoothly. She
says that while support staff are willing
to step inand help, stress levels are high.

More tests available

Rapid test kits will be distributed in
the coming days to all students in high
schools, as well as those attending
classesat adult and professional centres.
Agovernment announcement last week
confrmed that the distribution of kits,
which had previously only been made
available to the families of elementary
age students, would be broadened.
1This is a step in the right direction to
help,” says Buttars.

He confrms another important
step got under way on Feb. 2 at
Ormstown Elementary School with
the start of the local vaccination
campaign for children aged 5 to 11
in partnership with the Montérégie-
West Integrated Health and Social
Services Centre (CISSSMO).

iWe are looking forward to a
couple of good weeks in February,”
says Buttars, suggesting he is not
anticipating any new changes to the
measures in place in school.
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Help sought for Hemmingford

family devastated by barn Lrd

Sarah Rennie

A Hemmingford family of 12
has been left reeling, following a
January 29 barn fre that ravaged
a sheep barn as well as a storage
garage. The fre was already raging
when the family called for help.
Despite heroic efforts to rescue as
many animals as possible, around
70 sheep perished in the fre,
including many pregnant ewes and
some newborn lambs.

The Soulard family farm, located
on Back Bush Road, “was the main
location for all of the activities
of my family,T says Jonathan
Soulard, who is the second-oldest
of ten children. He and his brother
Alexandre run a business from
the farm raising laying hens,
cash cropping, and winter snow
clearing. His father, Louis, raises
sheep. For the last fve years,
his younger sister, Frédérique,
the oldest of fve children still
living with their parents, has been
working with her father to manage
the Tfock. Recently, she and
younger brother, Louis-Gabriel,
introduced a second fock to the
farm. In late October, Frédérique
left her job to concentrate on her
animals. Her dream has now quite
literally gone up in smoke.

In addition to the sheep barn,
a garage was destroyed which
contained about $150,000 worth
of tools, as well as animal care
equipment, two tractors, and a
trailer. The machinery may be
covered by insurance, but the
barn was a century old and was
considered uninsurable, despite
numerous renovations.

The family had been planning to
build a new barn and had already
purchased much of the necessary
electrical and plumbing equipment;
however, this too was destroyed by
the fames. The damage is estimated
at around $500,000.

“It is a big loss,” says Soulard.
“It is fnancial, but it is more than
that,T he adds, explaining that
his sister’s fock had been part
of a herd management program
to eliminate certain diseases. As
she is one of very few breeders in

PHOTO Jonathan Soulard

A violent [rd on January 29 destroyed the main sheep barn at the Soulard family farm in
Hemmingford. A GoFundMe campaign has been launched to help the family recover from

its losses.

Quebec in this program, the loss
represents a huge setback. The
status of her fock also complicates
the situation as the family searches
for a way to keep her dream alive,
because sheep from her closed herd
cannot be boarded with any other
breedersi sheep without risking
contamination.

The family has temporarily
relocated the surviving sheep to
another barn that is already full
of animals, and the situation is

not ideal. “It is so tight,” says
Soulard, explaining it is not
safe for lambing ewes, and it

would be especially dangerous
for newborns. 1The mothers and
babies need to be separated from
the fock,” he says, noting extra
equipment stored in the barn has
been removed and temporary pens

are being assembled. The family
hopes to rebuild as quickly as
possible.

To help his family, Soulard
has turned to social media and
the  crowd-funding  platform
GoFundMe. “It is really a family
tragedy,T he laments. 1My wish is
to see my father and my sisteris
project get back on track ... I'm
so glad that no one was hurt,T he
adds, but admits it has been very
hard on everyone.

The GoFundMe campaign has
already raised almost $43,000,
with donations and encouragement
coming in from across Quebec
and as far away as Alberta. The
GoFundMe page to support the
Soulards as they rebuild can be
found online at https://gofund.me/
f750d8fc.

Fire engulfs
farm building
near Howick

Sarah Rennie

Firefghters from the Howick/
Tres-Saint-Sacrement  Fire  Dep-
artment were called to a blaze that
erupted shortly after 8 p.m. on
February 3, at a dairy farm locat-
ed on the Fertile Creek Road in
Trés-Saint-Sacrement.

“It was fully involved,” says Chief
Kenneth McRae of the fre that
destroyed a machinery shed which
was located between the house
and the barn. The shed contained
multiple tractors and several wagons,
including one loaded with soybean
bales. A backhoe was brought in to
pull the building apart 1so we could
get to the machinery and the straw
inside,T says McRae, who admits
the cold weather and blowing snow
did not help the situation.

“It could have been worse,” he
says, adding the barn was located
a mere 50 yards from the shed.
1There were no animals lost and no
injuries,” he confrms.

The fre was brought under control
by 11:30 p.m. and frefghters were
able to leave the scene by 2:30 a.m.

All 28 frefghters from the
Howick/Tres-Saint-Sacrement
department were on scene, while the
Ormstown, Franklin, Saint-Louis-
de-Gonzague, and Saint-Etienne-de-
Beauharnois fre departments also
responded to the call with tankers.

McRae suggests the cause of
the fre was likely electrical. The
damage is estimated at $250,000.

CVCIS and CDC partner up to
create regional information hub

On February 3, the CDC
(Corporation de Développement
Communautaire) du Haut-
Saint-Laurent and the CVCIS
(Chateauguay Valley Community
Information Service) launched
a new Facebook page -called
Info Haut-Saint-Laurent. The
partnership was formed in
order to create an information
hub for news involving the
Haut-Saint-Laurent.

ROOM FOR RENT, Huntingdon
Share a 4 %2 apartment with basement,
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Fully furnished, everything included:
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General director of the CDC, Rémi
Pelletier, calls this page the ifruit of
a collaboration between multiple
organizations,T adding that it will
be a ireliable and exhaustive source
for what is going on in the Haut-
Saint-Laurent, whether itis events,
activities, news, or new organizations
in the region.T He emphasizes that
1This page is apolitical, with no
partisan affliations and with no
commercial goal.T

450.829.3001

8-B Church St. Ormstown, Qc JOS 1KO
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Hugh Maynard, executive
director of the CVCIS, which
owns The Gleaner, says he
hopes this page will serve to
icompliment the news and
information that we already
produce in The Gleaner.T

Maynard and Pelletier are
encouraging citizens to comment
on, ilike,T and share this page,
to keep everyone in the region
updated. (CF)
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ale garsd@oricom.ca
1471 Route 201, Ormstown Qc



Opinion

Kudos to [edce commitment
of embattled educators

This week marks the 28th edition
of Teacher Appreciation Week
across Quebec. The Education
Ministry has been promoting
this initiative since 1994 as an
opportunity for administrators,
school staff, students, and parents
to thank the teachers in their
lives. This year, the theme for
this week is “Always there for
us,T which is as apt as it is a tad
ironic, coming from a government
that has consistently undervalued
the profession throughout this
pandemic.

The government has placed such
a heavy weight on the shoulders
of those in the education sector,
tasking them with overcoming
their own anxiety in continuing to
educate and support our children,
while  blindly navigating a
gauntlet of constantly changing
public health measures. Our
educators are always there for us,
but we need to be there for them
as well.

The New Frontiers School
Board (NFSB) prefers to use the
term “Staff Appreciation Week,”
which is appropriately inclusive
and reflective of the high esteem
with which the board holds all its
employees.

NFSB director general Rob
Buttars does not hold back when
talking about his team. 1We
appreciate the hard work and
dedication of all our staff. Their
resilience, their professionalism,
and their love for their students has
been evident through all of this, T
he says. The same can be said for
all those involved with schools
across the province. If they are
weathering this latest wave of
the pandemic, it is because they
have been able to fnd a sense of
direction within their passion for
the job. It certainly has not come
from the Education Ministry.

This resilience and passion can
also be seen in our educators
working in the early childcare
sector, and those working in
private  schools, in special
schools, and in our adult and
career centres, CEGEPs, and
universities. It also holds true for
all the volunteers, the coaches and
mentors, including those who are
ready and waiting to be allowed
back into the schools.

We can only hope that when this
wave and any future ones recede,
they will not have washed away
this ferce commitment.

Sarah Rennie

From the Gleaner archives \\

150 years ago
Thursday, February 15, 1872
To the people going West

Four express trains leave
Suspension Bridge, Toronto, and
Hamilton daily, Sundays excepted
on arrival of trains and steamers
from the east, for Detroit, Chicago,
Milwaukee, and all points West;
leaving Valleyfeld daily, Sundays
excepted, at 5 p.m. via Canadian
Navigation Company’s steamers,
making direct connections at
Toronto and Hamilton with Great
Railway to all points West.

125 years ago
February 11, 1897
Russeltown

On Sunday Rev. D.R. Drummond
preached his farewell sermon to his
congregation at the Flats and Covey
Hill. Although it was raining, large
audiences turned out to hear him
for the last time. As Mr. Drummond
was very much liked by all through
this section, a number of adherents
of other churches were present. He
took his text from | Corinthians, XV
chapter, 58 verse. At the close of the
services Mr. and Mrs. Drummond
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stood at the door and bade each good-
bye as they fled out. Mr. Drummond
and wife left Tuesday morning for
St. Thomas, Ontario, to begin his
new duties. He received the call
from St. Thomas not only without
preaching on trial but without even
visiting the place. His successor,
Rev. Mr. Young, was a collegemate
of Mr. Drummond. He is expected to
arrive on Friday and will conduct the
services on Sunday.

100 years ago
February 16, 1922
Brooklet

Inspector Gilman visited EIm
Tree School, district No. 7, on
February 3, and found the scholars
all present and everything in fne
shape. The marks obtained were
97.8, refecting great credit on the
teacher, Miss Daisy McClatchie,
who got a holiday and a certifcate
of frst-class standing. She, having
obtained a bonus last year, was not
eligible for one this year. EIm Tree
School now has a fne organ, thanks
to the efforts of Miss McClatchie
the teacher, who, with the scholars
and a few friends, got up an
entertainment and raised the funds
to buy it.

75 years ago
February 19, 1947
Ormstown war veterans organize
Legion Branch
Thursday evening, thirty-four

veterans of Canadais wars met in
the Town Hall with Dr. Chas. F.
Hyndman acting as provisional
chairman. After an open discussion
it was unanimously decided to
organize a branch of the Legion
in Ormstown. After a few brief
opening remarks, the chairman
of the membership committee
informed the gathering that the
branch would be offcially known
as No. 196, and by a unanimous
vote of all present, the offcial
name was decided to be Ormstown
Branch.

50 years ago
Wednesday, February 16, 1972

Dewittville Carnival attracts good
crowd

The Dewittville Winter Carnival,
sponsored by the Dewittville
Women’s Institute, attracted a
good crowd of children, parents,
and friends from community
and  surrounding area  on
Friday evening. Because of its
postponement from the previous
week due to inclement weather,
the contestants were not quite
as numerous as last year. Racing
was keen and full of excitement.
Following the races, a game of
broomball between Howick and
Dewittville resulted in a score of 5
to 3 in favour of Dewittville. This
means the trophy is again kept in
Dewittville.
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NEWS

Online call to coffee b

I Callan Forrester

Running a small business is
a diffcult task in normal times,
let alone during a pandemic. The
Bistro Bridge in the Galéries
Ormstown shopping centre recently
shut down, but it was reimagined
and reopened as the Bella Bistro
in December by lIsabelle Guérin.
It has been open ever since, with
the help and support of the Valley
community.

In January, only about a month
after the café reopened, Guérin
was worried that she may not be
able to continue. Running her own
café had been her dream, and the
thought of losing it so soon was
quite upsetting. Bruce Barr was
visiting the café one day and asked
her how things were going. Guérin
said that at the time she was a little
confused, as Barr “was asking me
questions about how many people
needed to come so | could stay open.
| thought, “This man must just want
to know whatis going on!it

That night, Barr (who runs the
Brysonville Schoolhouse Revisited
events) made a Facebook post
from the Schoolhouse page, asking
people from the community to
show their support and buy coffee
from the Bella Bistro that day. The
post just iblew up,T getting over
150 shares and over 9000 views.

“It was pretty impressive to
see. I’ve been running a show on
Facebook for two years, and I’ve
never had 9000 hits. Thatis above
and beyond anything | have ever
seen,” explains Barr.

Guérin was extremely grateful
for the boost. She says she was
“really surprised. | saw the post at
night and was wondering what it
was. Bruce inspired me.” The next
day, the Valley showed up for one
of its own. Guérin explains that
there were Tlineups of people who
had seen the post. They all came to
support me and gave me supportive
messages.” It meant the world to
her, and it pushed her to keep the
café open. “The whole day | had
tears in my eyes,T she says.

Barr is an enthusiastic supporter
of local enterprise because, as
he says, 1Youire helping your
neighbours and friends.T He states
that there are many great businesses
in the Valley, and showing support
is simple and goes a long way. “All
Isabelle needed was for 40 people
to come and get a coffee. And
that’s doable! So, I’m glad | could
help her.T

Experiencing the Kkindness of
the Valley and the power of social
media has changed the fate of the
café i and rejuvenated Guérinis
excitement about it. She has big
plans. For now, she is keeping up

=
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oosts Bella Bistro

PHOTO Courtesy of Isabelle Guérin

Isabelle Guérin, the owner of the Bella Bistro in the Galéries Ormstown shopping centre, is
grateful for the community’s support of her new business.

with what the previous owners of
the café had been serving before
her takeover: sandwiches, wraps,
salads, coffees, etc. But once things
are a little more stable, and sheis
able to hire an employee, sheis
hoping to offer more hot dishes and
prepared meals fi 1things like that,
that weren’t here before, so that |
can attract more people,T she says.

The power of social media really
helped give the Bella Bistro a push,
but Guérinis isnit the only new
restaurant in the area. Recently,
both a sushi and pizza place have
opened nearby, among others. Barr
emphasizes that it’s diffcult to

know whatis going on right now
because of the pandemic. 1Youire
not going out to eat, and no one else
is, and youire not meeting up with
people.T He goes on to suggest that
a pandemic gives the best excuse
to support local business, because
“It would be a good thing to close
the big stores and stay in your
area. You shouldnit have to go four
towns over to get your milk and
cheese.T

Guérin adds that we need
local businesses to stick around,
10therwise there would be no life
in the town, and nothing would be
left.T

Omicron remains quite present in

I Sarah Rennie

Restaurant dining rooms across the
region have reopened for the frsttime
this year as public health measures
across the province began to be lifted
last week. Extra-curricular activities,
sports and artistic activities outside
of school for those under the age of
18 have restarted, and as of Monday,
churches, theatres and performance
venues were able to open as well.
Gyms and spas will be permitted
to open as of February 14, as will
artistic activities and classes for
adults in groups of 25 people or less.

As of press time, Premier
Francois Legault had stopped short
of announcing any further plans to
reopen sectors still hard hit by forced
closures, suggesting any additional
lifting of restrictions would depend
on improved vaccination rates.

Case counts remain
high in the region

According to the government’s
list of outbreaks in the provinceis
CHSLDs (Centres dihébergement
et de soins de longue durée)
and private long-term  care
residences, the outbreak at the
Centre diHébergement du Comté
de  Huntingdon  (Huntingdon

ELECTRIQUE
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Kirk Feeny - Danny Kleefeld - Josh Lambertson - Lucas Murphy - Dale Raithby

514 608-5852
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Residential and Long-term Care
Centre) has come under control
with just one case remaining on
each of the frst and second foors.
All 14 residents at the La Maison
de la Renaissance residence in
Huntingdon have been diagnosed
with the virus, while the outbreaks
at both the Résidence Riviera and
the Résidence Karen in Huntingdon
have now ended.

The Barrie Memorial Hospital
continues to treat patients with
COVID-19. As of Feb. 6, there
were six individuals hospitalized
with the virus in Ormstown. There
are 44 patients being cared for at
the Suroit Hospital in Salaberry-
de-Valleyfeld, including one
individual in intensive care, while
33 people have been hospitalized
at the Anna Laberge Hospital in
Chateauguay, with one patient in
the ICU there as well.

According to the Institut National
de Santé Publigue du Québec
(INSPQ), at least 141 people tested
positive in the Haut-Saint-Laurent

the Valley

local health network (LHN) in the
24 hours prior to February 7. The
INSPQ also reported a total of 324
cases in the Suroit LHN, 579 cases
in the Vaudreuil-Soulanges LHN,
and 720 in the Jardins-Roussillon
LHN. These statistics are an
underrepresentation of the virusis
spread, however, as the numbers
refect only those eligible for PCR
(polymerase chain reaction) testing
according to the governmentis
limited screening strategy. Despite
this, the infection rate in the Haut-
Saint-Laurent LHN is the highest in
the Montérégie at 562.7 per 100,000
individuals, which suggests the
virus continues to circulate quite
widely in the area.

According to the Direction de
Santé Publique de la Montérégie,
just over 80 per cent of those above
the age of 12 have received a single
dose in the area, while 74.6 per cent
are double vaccinated. Only 38.2
per cent have rolled up a sleeve for
a booster shot, which is the lowest
percentage in the Montérégie.
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Genie In a Bottle sets blg goals for 2022

I Callan Forrester

The Genie in a Bottle Project,
run by Shirley Cavanagh, is a
Valley organization that aims to
help both the environment and
two local charities: the Betty
Riel Foundation and VOBOC
(Venturing Out Beyond Our
Cancer). Founded in November
of 2019, the initiative has set and
surpassed impressive goals, and
has big plans for 2022.

Cavanagh started the
organization for a few reasons.
In 2010, she was diagnosed with
cancer for the frst time. VOBOC,
an organization that provides
resources, outings, and support for
cancer patients aged 18-35, helped
her and others participate in
various activities together outside
of cancer treatment. Cavanagh
says, 1We were eight patients
who did our treatments together;
unfortunately, I lost four of my best
friends [who were] under the age of
35 in our second year.” As for the
Betty Riel foundation, Cavanagh’s
mother has been friends with Riel
since the 60s and has benefted
from the Foundation’s services, so
Cavanagh knew she had to support
them in any way she could.

In 2019, both Cavanagh and her
mother were diagnosed with cancer.
Because she had to take an 11-month
leave from work, Cavanagh was
unable to donate to charities like she
usually would. “I wanted to fgure
out a different way to donate,T she
explains, and so came up with the
bottle drive idea. “lI fgured I’d
raise about $2000,T she recalls, but
the project quickly spiraled into
something much bigger. Currently,
she is raising $500 per month for
each charity.

At this point, Cavanagh is fully
occupied. “lI say [l have] three

full time jobs: beating cancer, my
regular job, and the bottles.T With
her contributions and the help of
volunteers, upwards of 600 hours
are put into the Genie in a Bottle
Project per month.

Bytheendof2021, the endeavour
had raised a total of $25,273.45.
Of that money, $12,133.05 went
to VOBOC, $12,140.40 went to
the Betty Riel Foundation, and
$1000 went to Athelstan’s 50th
anniversary freworks.

That amount of money means
a huge environmental impact
as well. The organization has
recycled 152,806 aluminum cans,
20,084 beer bottles, 2293 glass
bottles, and 17,380 plastic soft
drink bottles. Because of the
pandemic and curfew, the project
was completely shut down for
about seven months; Cavanagh
estimates that the numbers
represent the work of about 15
months.

Cavanagh has big plans for 2022:
she hopes to raise $15,000 to be
divided amongst the beneftting
charities. $12,000 would be

PIERREFONDS - $449,000

PHOTO Courtesy of Genie in a Bottle

The Genie in a Bottle Project has recycled at least 152,806 aluminum cans over the past 15
months, as well as a staggering number of glass and plastic bottles.

donated to VOBOC and the Betty
Riel Foundation — $500 per charity
per month fi and the rest would be
distributed to various Valley places
in need. She also plans to donate
to the Multiple Sclerosis (MS)
Society according to a promise she
made to a volunteer who has two
children with MS.

Also this year, Genie in a Bottle
is shifting into another phase. 1Our
local MNA, Mme IsaBelle, and her
team approached me to say that
if we become incorporated as an
offcial nonproft, the government
[and the project] could work
together,1 says Cavanagh. This
would allow the projectis work to
continue, but on a bigger scale and
in more municipalities. “[MNA
Claire IsaBelle] actually reached
out to the environmental minister
who wants to work with us to get
stuff going.T

When the project frst began,
Cavanagh was driving to Cornwall,
Ontario, to drop off 300 to 400
cans at a time. Now, with the help
of Darragh Trucking, she is able to
use a 53-foot semi-trailer to donate
18,700 units at a time, and the run

iIs made every six weeks. Darragh
Trucking has also donated space at
822 Route 138, where people can
donate bottles and cans 24/7.

This year, the project is
organizing three community days
(April 9, July 2, and October
8), during which everyone is
encouraged to bring donations
(alcohol bottles separated by
colour and without caps, soda cans
with tabs removed, plastic bottles
with capes removed). Soft drink
tabs, bread tabs, corks, plastic
and metal tops from bottles, dead
batteries and light bulbs (LED) are
also accepted, but they must be
separate from the cans and bottles
as they are passed on to other
organizations in the Valley.

Cavanagh is extremely grateful
to the community which has
helped to make her project
so successful. She challenges
everyone to save their recycling
and donate it in order to help raise
money for the charities as well
as lower their carbon footprint.
She emphasizes that 1The success
of our project is due to word-of-
mouth,T and reminds people that
1Every can or bottle can change
the life of a cancer patient and help
the environment by keeping them
out of the landfll; therefore, no
number of cans is too small.T

For more information, or to
donate a large number of cans or
bottles, contact Shirley Cavanagh-
at 514-705-6667, Esther Cavanagh
at 514-264-6667, or send a

message to the Genie in a Bottle
Facebook page.
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UPA: Showmobilers must stlck to tralls

I Rachel Patenaude

This week, the Fédération de
I’UPA de la Montérégie (UPA)
launched an awareness campaign
to remind people of the rules which
allow sustainable  coexistence
between farmers and snowmobilers.
The arrival of winter, combined with
the popularity of snowmobiling,
has necessitated a reminder of
the rules agreed upon by the UPA
and the Federation des clubs de
motoneigistes du Quebec (FCMQ).

iWe would like to remind
snowmobilers that off-trail traffc
and encroaching on private land is
an unacceptable practice that can
cause signifcant damage to land
and crops,T says Jérémie Letellier,
president of the UPA.

Snowmobile clubs in the
region also support this message.
1Snowmobilers have to stay on
designated paths; if not, weill lose
our right to pass through at all, T
says Yves Thibeault of the Club
motoneige Lac St-Francois. “We
have a good relationship with
[local farmers], and we need to
keep it that way.T

The clubs put a lot of work into
their trails and the snowmobile
community fi in fact, the Lac St-
Francois club just erected a cabin
with a wood stove along its longest
trail, to provide snowmobilers
with a place to warm up along
the way. It is thanks to the clubs’
collaboration with local farmers
that snowmobilers have a thriving
network of organized trails through
the region.

PHOTO Fédération de I'UPA de la Montérégie

The UPA and local snowmobile clubs are reminding snowmobilers to stay on the marked trails

this season.

To support its messages, the
UPA is currently distributing
signs to farmers with a simple and
precise message: “For sustainable
coexistence fi take the trails.T

“l would like to point out that the
practice of snowmobiling on private
land is made possible through
a partnership with agricultural
producers who agree to allow

trails on their land,T says Letellier.
1Despite the excellent collaboration
of snowmobile clubs and the repeated
instructions to snowmobilers, some
of them forget that snow cover
often harbours sensitive crops.T
A positive working relationship
between farmers and snowmobilers
ensures healthy crops, and a thriving
snowmobile community.

Local Angus breeders
team up to host sale

I Sarah Rennie

Three local beef cattle breeders
have come together to offer area
producers a rare opportunity
to acquire elite Black and Red
Angus genetics.

Promoters Emmanuel Chenail
of Ranch Covey Hill and David
Sample of Mac Angus Farms,
both located in Havelock, as well
as Henry Pascone of PJ Ranch
in Hemmingford, will hold the
first annual Hillspride Sale on
February 20.

According to the sale program,
every animal Thas been evaluated
on its global performance, its
overalltypeandgooddisposition.T
Over 30 select young bulls, ten

open heifers, four embryo lots,
and two semen packages will be
available to buyers.

Combined, the  promoters
have a wealth of experience and
share a passion for the genetic
improvement of the purebred
Angus breed. Sample is aseventh-
generation farmer with a herd of
220 head of Angus cattle, while
Pascone has been breeding Angus
cattle since 1997. Chenail has
been assembling a world-class
Angus herd since retiring from
the construction sector.

The sale will take place at the
new sale facility at Ranch Covey
Hill, located at 400 Route 202
in Havelock. More information
can be found online at www.
ranchcoveyhill.com.

EXERA NN

Too much litter

Why has it become much easier to
throw garbage out the car window
than to take it home? How can a
McDonalds coffee cup make its way
from Valleyfeld or Mercier to the
Super C parking lot in Ormstown,
and also to the window ledge of the
Barrie Memorial Hospital? Both
establishments have garbage cans.

Since the Tim Hortons has been
in Ormstown, there seems to be
more coffee cups on the side of
the road, in parking lots, and also
at the Barrie Memorial Hospital. |

must say that these cups seem to
travel quite far. Now, with COVID,
it seems it is easier to throw them
on the ground near the hospital and
nearby parking lots! Is this the new
norm?

I have seen boxes of french fries,
cola cans and straws on the side of
the road. Is it so diffcult to take
the garbage home and to dispose
of it properly? The whole planet
iIs complaining about pollution, is
this not pollution? Where do these
people think this garbage ends up?

PHOTO Fedération de I'UPA de la Montérégie

Tube harvest: maple producers
surpass expectations

At the end of November, maple producers in the Montérégie-Ouest held a four-day event
to collect used plastic tubing in collaboration with CleanFarms, a non-pro [fénvironmen-
tal stewardship organization in Canada. In total, more than 27,600 kilograms of tubing,
split almost equally between rigid and [exible types, were recovered — far exceeding the
original objective of this innovative pilot project. The “harvest” was a [rst in the Haut-
Saint-Laurent, Vaudreuil-Soulanges, and Beauharnois-Salaberry MRCs. Containers have
also been installed at various establishments in the area due to the presence of the large
volume of plastic accumulated over the years. The material collected during this event
was transported to Environek, a recycler located in Saint-Malachie in the Chaudiéres-Ap-
palaches region. The Montérégie-Ouest maple syrup union has stated that it hopes to
continue with this project in coming years. (RP)

I will tell you; it is in the ditches and
then in the Chateauguay River and
on to the Saint-Lawrence River and
then to the ocean.

With the new fad of drinking
energy drinks, [those containers,
as well as] any type of soft drink
and beer cans or bottles, seem to
end up next to the ditches along the
roads. Is this where they belong?
Every municipality has a recycling
program, why canit people use
them?

In Hinchinbrooke, we have a
problem with someone littering on

the Rennie Side Road between First
Concession and the 202, in front of
the old sugar shack. For the past
three years this person has been
dumping empty water bottles (30 to
40) and empty cake boxes. Why? If
this person has a beef with someone,
why are they polluting with a
product that does not decompose?
The Municipality has placed a sign,
“No garbage allowed,” but this is
not working.

Gerardo Bocchicchio
A concerned citizen
of Hinchinbrooke
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Christopher Pennington navigates the

music scene In a tech-driven world

/\

I Callan Forrester

If the pandemic has taught us one
thing, it is how crucial technology has
become to everyday life. The internet
has been a saving grace for the past
two years for so many people, but
beyond the pandemic, the internet
has brought radical change to many
industries. One of these is the music
industry.

Christopher Pennington is a local
singer-songwriter who has had a long
career, and he has been included in
the shift brought on by the invasion
and expansion of the internet. He
is currently involved with The
Kiboomers, a childrenis music
channel on YouTube that has close to
two billion views.

Originally, Pennington was part of
the pop/rock scene both in Canada
and in England, where he opened
for bands like Tears for Fears, The
Stranglers, The Men They Couldnit
Hang, and more. His venture into
childrenis music began when he
returned to Canada after having
children of his own. He met with
a recording company in Montreal
where he says, “I lied and said that
I had a recording studio,” in hopes
of persuading them to give him a
chance. When asked if he could
do kidsi music, he said iyes,T and
was immediately told the company
ineeded six albums in six weeks.T

Pennington agreed to do it, but now
admits he was panicked at the idea of
making that much music so fast. But
he got it done, and he included his
children and local talent on the tracks
aswell. “I just sort of slapped together
some tracks as fast as | possibly
could. I got my two kids, Kelly and
Sam, and a collection of other local
Kids to sing for me.T

In 2000, he was scouted by a
company called KIDZUP which was
focused on making kidsi music as
well. For a while, things were going
extremely well for Pennington as
he worked with both enterprises;
however, neither company expected
the internet to take off the way it
did, and they both went under within
a year of each other. He describes

PHOTOS Courtesy of Christopher Pennington

Though Christopher Pennington has experienced many sides of the music world, being part of the new age of internet popularity has been ‘surreal.

that time as some ivery lean years,T
and a recovery from the crash in
the compact disc market seemed
impossible.

However, from the ashes of
KIDZUP rose The Kiboomers. About
eightyearsago, Pennington was asked
to come aboard and create the content
he was accustomed to creating, but
now for an online audience.

All was going well. Then, in 2016,
The Kiboomersis videos started
picking up steam. By 2019, the
company had a couple of viral hits
and iblew upT in popularity. That
uptick was further propelled by the
pandemic; when kids were forced
to stay at home from school, The
Kiboomers provided useful content
that is both fun and educational. The
music ranges from covers of classic
kid tunes, to classics with a new twist
or verse, to completely new material.

Throughout the many projects
that he has worked on with The
Kiboomers, Pennington has been
able to bring various Valley voices
into different songs. Some of these
voices include those of Hailey Cartier
and Lyndsay McKay, whom he met
performing at Grove Hall where much
of the Valley’s talent has performed.
He has also collaborated with Ellie
Moss. All The Kiboomers musical
content comes out of Penningtonis
home studio.

The Kiboomers have now exploded
into an internet sensation. Besides
their extremely popular YouTube
channel, they went viral on TikTok
in 2020: their Months of the Year

song held the second-place spot for
the most-used sound on that app for
a couple of weeks. Over 1.3 million
videos have been made on TikTok
using that song.

Having that many people around the
world use your song is 1otherworldlyT
according to Pennington, especially
since he wasniteven sure what Tik Tok
was. “It was nuts. Hailey came in for
a session and she said, ‘By the way,
you’re going viral on TikTok.” And |
was like, do I have a disease?”

Penningtonis music has also been
used by some celebrities. On an
episode of The Drew Barrymore Show,
Barrymore and her guest —a teacher
fi danced together to the Kiboomers
hit Freeze Dance. There was also an
occasion where the song Zoom Zoom
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Zoom, We're Going to The Moon was
played at an NBA game after player
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humans had walked on the moon.

The internet has changed the
landscape of the music industry
entirely. “Going viral” has defnitely
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Music, and all over the internet.
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Ormstown man takes grouse ‘under his wing’

I Chantal Hortop

Over the past two years everyone
has been discouraged from contact
with new people, but Georgia the
grouse, who resides in a wood
of lilac and apple trees on the
Upper Concession in Ormstown,
apparently does not read the news.
Roland Ferretti, co-owner of the
property on which the wood stands,
says that he frst spotted the bird
tentatively coming toward him
through the trees in April of 2020.
She has since become more and
more social, to the point of pecking
his boots to demand attention.

That frst day, Ferretti says he
saw something moving some 15
feet away as he checked a magnolia
tree he had planted, and assumed it
was a rabbit. It turned out to be a
juvenile ruffed grouse, and on that
occasion, she came to within six
feet of him. He says that when he
worked in the area during the weeks
that followed, the grouse came
progressively closer, until she was
sitting right on him.

Since then, Georgia (so named

because both iruffed grouseT
and the French name for the bird,
1gelinotte huppée,T have the letter
1GT in them, and 1G.G.T evolved
into “Georgia”), has been a constant
presence whenever Ferretti is
working around that part of the
farm. At frst, he thought she might
be hungry or thirsty, but she politely
declined the water and feed he
brought her, apparently quite happy
to just have the company of people.
Ferretti says he has brought other
people to see her, and she seems
pleased to socialize with anyone
who stays calm and quiet. She does
draw the line at cats and dogs, he
says, and disappears whenever they
turn up.

He also recalls a time when he was
cutting wood on another part of the
farm. When he was done, he drove
off in his pickup. Looking out his
window as he drove, he saw Georgia
fying alongside the truck “like you
see in a movie,T he says, and adds
that she few beside him for about
1500 feet. The bird also comes to join
Ferretti’s partner, Suzanne Ferguson,
when the latter is working in the
hayfeld; she follows at a distance as
Ferguson works.
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PHOTO courtesy of Roland Ferretti

Georgia the ruffed grouse has developed an attachment to Roland Ferretti, who owns the land

on which she lives.

Inanarticle published by the Maine
Audubon Society, it is noted that the
friendly demeanor sometimes seen
in grouse could be a TthrowbackT to
the way grouse behaved before their
species encountered humans, that
“When the country was frst settled,
this bird was one of the most tame
and unsuspicious of the fowls of the
air.T

Ferretti says he is “quite amazed”
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at the birdis behaviour. He describes
how he wondered if she would be
out and about with the recent heavy
snow, so he called her, and after
a couple of minutes he isaw her
little head sticking out of the snowT
as she made her way over to him.
1There is so much ugliness in the
world ... if you can do something
good [like keeping an eye out for an
animal], itis rewarding.T

a0es

*Whatis a ‘zine, you ask? According to The Cambridge Dictionary, itis a small magazine that is produced by one person or a small group of people, and is about a subject they are interested in - derived from the word 'magazine.
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Show your love - with science!

Flowers or candy are all very well, but
this year, why not show someone how
much you love them using science?
Heres an easy experiment that shows
how a chemical reaction can save you
blowing up a balloon yourself!

Materials

- An empty bottle with a neck
that a balloon will ft over
- Balloon (red, white or pink look nice
for Valentine's Day!

- Marker

- Baking Soda

- Vinegar

- Small funnel

- Teaspoon

- Small measuring cup

Method

1. Usethe marker towrite a Valentine’s
Day message or draw a heart on the
balloon.

2. Scoop some baking soda into the
balloon, using the funnel to keep it
from spilling.

3. Pour the vinegar into the bottle using
a small measuring cup.

4. Attach the balloon to the top of the
bottle, making sure not to pour the

page 10

baking soda into the vinegar (leave it
Topped downward).

5 If you are performing this
demonstration for someone you love,
this is the point at which you should
go get them.

6. On the count of three, hold up
the balloon so the baking soda falls
into the vinegar, which will create
a chemical reaction and infate the
balloon, showing your message!

The science behind this reaction:
When baking soda and vinegar are
mixed together, a gas called carbon

dioxide is created. The gas expands
in the bottle and inf ates the balloon.

The more gas is created, the larger the
balloon will inf ate.
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LOVE to colour?

Here are some lovebirds who are looking to add some
colour to their relationship.
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Melissa’s Sunshine Camp receives ministry grant

Callan Forrester

I LJI Reporter

Melissais Sunshine Camp is a
non-proft organization (NPO) that
focuses on programming for people
with physical and mental disabilities
or who are on the autism spectrum.
Earlier this year, the Camp was
awarded a grant by the Ministry
of Culture and Communications,
which it plans to use in the coming
year for its innovative new Art’Porte
Moi project.

The NPO has been organizing
events and activities since 1993.
Servicesare varied and include daily
activities from Monday to Friday
for people aged 21 and up, along
with various evening activities,
camps, and holiday parties.

According to the website, daily
programming includes Tactivities
adapted to maintain and develop
[participantsi] experiences under
the supervision of a technician in
specialized education and a social
animator.T The aim is to enrich
and strengthen four skills: “fne
and global motricity, autonomy,
socialization, and creativity.T

Sonia Viau, a specialized educator
with the camp for the past eight
years, has overseen the application
and plans for this new arts grant.
She is excited to announce that
1The maximum amount we could
have received was $20,000, and I’'m
thrilled that we were able to receive
the maximum.T

Art and inclusion

The grant is awarded to both
promote culture and focus on ithe
inclusion and social integration of
marginalized people who are at risk
of being excluded in society.T To

use the grant, the Camp is recruiting
help from Line Desrochers, an
artist who will be helping to run
a variety of weekly workshops.
The intention is to partner with ten
different organizations in the area
and customize a door at each one of
those partneris businesses in order
to integrate Camp clientsi work into
the community.

Viau explains that the motive
behind the Art’Porte Moi project is
that “It’ll show how good we are, and
the potential that the clients have.T

The emphasis on arts and culture
for the clientele of Melissais
Sunshine Camp is extremely
important to Viau, as she explains
that the clients still face a high
amount of prejudice. She feels that
this grant could help them feel better
about their places in the community
as they show what they can do.

“I think there’s often an exclusion
of our clients. If we didn’t do
this, they might continue to feel
excluded.” Viau also thought of
applying for this grant because “It
works a lot with communication,
and with the question of ‘self’.”

Art is a fundamental element of the
daily services offered at the Camp, and
Viau and her clients have had exhibits
atthe Little Green Library and the Salle
Alfred Langevin in Huntingdon. “It’s
something thatis really important to us
and something thatis also important
to do in the community. The clients
are super proud.” Another exhibit is
planned at the Salle Alfred Langevin
in December.

Outreach to youth

Viau is also hoping to expand
the organizationis outreach,
particularly to adolescent people
with disabilities and on the autism

- ART'PORTE-MOI
' 2022

PHOTO Projet Art’Porte Moi

Afirst draft of the logo created by artist Line Desrochers for Melissa’s Sunshine Camp’s new Art’Porte

Moi project.

spectrum. She is hoping to speak to
people at both Ecole Arthur-Pigeon
and Chateauguay Valley Regional
High School to assess the needs of
the younger community, whether
they might enjoy weekly evening
or weekend events, or a once-per-
month engagement. She hopes to
potentially engage adolescents over
the phone or by email to gauge their
priorities. “I’d love to know what
their needs are,T she says.

Check out the
JOB BOARD on ‘The
Gleaner's website at
https://the-gleaner.com/jobs/ E

Some of the partners that
Melissais Sunshine Camp is
working with include Une Affaire
de Famille, The Little Green
Library, the Municipality of
Franklin and Hinchinbrooke, La
Microferme Retour au Sources,
and Gosselin Courtiers Insurance.

This is the first time the NPO
has applied for a Ministry of
Culture and Communications
grant.

.
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® ROSE

LifeScienceVie
ROSE IS GROWING!

Hiring for the following positions:
Processing & Packaging Technician
(Full Time fi Multiple openings)
Cultivation Technician (Full Time fi Multiple openings)
Head Grower (Full Time fi One opening)

Quality Assurance Supervisor (Full Time ii One opening)
Maintenance Supervisor (Full Time i One opening)
We offer the following:
® Growth and Opportunity
(® Group Health Insurance

® Opportunity to contribute to an RRSP plan
@® Paid time off

What you should know about ROSE:
@® We cherish Québec’s culture and values.

@® We believe cannabis can help Québecers
and Canadians live better lives.

@® We take pride in family, friends and living full, balanced lives.
@® Safety and security is critical to the success of our business.

@® We currently work from two locations in Québec:
A 55,000 square-foot cutting-edge facility in Huntingdon
and new of[ces in Montréal’s Villeray neighbourhood.

@® Our executives have world-leading experience
in government regulated industries.

Please send your CV to jobs@roselifescience.ca
or drop it off in person at
2295 chemin Ridge, Huntingdon QC

TO ADVERTISE IN PRINT

OR ONLINE,

please contact LORELEI MULLER
at promotion@the-gleaner.com
or 1-844-450-5055 ext. 712.
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Sudoku Mots cachés

Chacun des neuf blocs doit contenir tous les chiffres de 1 a 9 dans ses
cases. Chaque numéro ne peut apparaitre quiune seule fois dans une ligne,

une colonne ou une case et chaque colonne verticale ou ligne horizontale X BWR X CUY
doit aussi contenir les chiffres de 1 a 9 sans répétition ni omission. EUXTI ZU M UOAWEF
(Réponses a la page 16) CHERTIRPA WPHFCL ZC
S TPOCEBRETFH N1 CQATEARWR R
1 8 59 291 4 LI EVOOEYTGLDEULUUDETRE
i 9 8 K UPLEMNITEMNOUOTIRPFMMNTEHM
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- BEOASSCNVIARKQEMRUWVEP
2 7 6 8 3 9 8 BVRELEOIJIIJITSIMABTU OO OZOHK
1 24 5 i 2|15|6 NLODZHOSNNLDXMUTDU
9| |3/1]8 i EOLCMCICEOCUUORAS
3 8 2 9 GYI VTNALUAOOLTDOQ Q
' TGYPTDANRSTPOR
] . ADMIRER EJXDEVOTTIEHC
Blagues de la Saint-Valentin ADORER UCIAOUEBG CONIINT
AIMER QTUGRIQ CUPIDON
Qu’est-ce que la calculatrice dit au crayon? AMIS UZASK ENVELOPPE
Tu pourras toujours compter sur moi! AMOUR oY K EPOUX
. . . - BISCUIT B FLEUR
Pourquoi le squelette;;vco;:;lz !Lz?csﬂ(tzle;lsgrer la Saint-Valentin’ BISOU NOUNOURS
BONBONS POEME
Que dit le timbre a I’enveloppe le jour de la Saint-Valentin? BOUQUET CHERI RENDEZVOUS
Je suis collé a toi! CADEAU CHOCOLAT ROSE
CALIN CHOU ROUGE
Qu’est-ce que le scientifque confe a sa chérie? CARTE COEUR VALENTIN
Nous avons une bonne chimie. CHANTER COLOMBES VOEUX

/‘i&- | ' \ﬁ\A -< ‘> Y . v “‘V .!
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\oswalentins: eiera auﬂﬂ@u[r@ﬂﬂhwﬁ
\alentinesiomuneNalleysannentanciNom

Kevin Cromwell & Kimberley Wicikauskas Gascon-Brunet Linus&Lorelei
— I WS YT D Wl [

11 had a flower for every time 1 thought of you, o ] From the crooked house to alongside I'Outardes -
I could walk in my garden forever. Bientot 40 St-\/alentin pour nous! loving our \alley life together!
Then, also then, and not quite now... (dates are estimates!) You know who you are S o . .
= : ' Feélicitations! Congratulations!
Always looking
up, never looking Kevin Cromwell
down. Always & Kimberley Wicikauskas
looking to the _
future and les gagnants du tirage au sort d’un chéque-
only reflecting on cadeau de 75 $ de Fleuriste De Fleur en
the past. Fille / winners of the drawing for a $75 gift
Happy certi[chte from Fleuriste De Fleur en Fille!
Valentines!

Bonne St-Valentin a tous!

Happy Gal-entines Day, old friend! : - e
We are overdue to update our latest photo! - A long time ago... Happy Valentineis Day to everyone!

OO OO OO
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Un appel aux motoneigistes
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Deux fermes locales dévastées

par le feu page 15, 16
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Eau potable .
Investissements
majeurs a Ormstown

Sarah Rennie

I Traduit par Iris Delagrange

Le conseil municipal diOrmstown
a adopté une prévision budgétaire
pour 2022, qui introduit un important
programme diimmobilisations de trois
ans congu pour résoudre les problémes
liés au réseau dialimentation en eau
potable qui estropient la ville depuis des
années.

La municipalité consacrera environ
14,3 millions de dollars combinés
sur trois ans afn de réaliser un plan
diintervention sur le réseau diaqueducs
et la construction diune nouvelle
usine de fltration d’eau.  Environ
les deux tiers des dépenses devraient
étre subventionnées par des sommes
gouvernementales. Une étude est déja
en cours concernant I’usine de fltration,
et la municipalité a promis de tenir une
consultation publique sur le grand projet
diinfrastructure avant que toute décision
Tnale ne soit prise sans les citoyens.

La nouvelle mairesse Christine
McAleer affrme que la situation du
reseau diaqueducs a atteint un point
critique et que le conseil a estimé
quiil niavait pas diautre choix que de
siattaquer de fond au probléme, une
bonne fois pour toutes. La municipalité
a émis quatre avis diebullition de lieau
en janvier en raison de bris de conduites
d’eau. Les ingénieurs ont identifé une
section dans la partie la plus ancienne
de la municipalitt comme un « code
rouge ».

« A liheure actuelle, nous ne
faisons que réparer, réparer, réparer »,
explique madame McAleer & propos
des réparations temporaires colteuses
apportées aux tuyaux qui se détériorent.
Lientretien actuel du systéme colte a
la municipalité plus de 250 000 $ par
année, dit-elle, comme quoi la situation
niest plus viable.

Les taxes municipales augmenteront
Madame McAleer admet que les
grands projets de développement

résidentiel prévus dans la municipalité
apportent une certaine urgence au besoin
de régler rapidement les problémes du
réseau, car certains rapports ont indiqué
que le systeme fragile pourrait ne pas
faire face a une pression supplémentaire.

La nouvelle élue explique que la
croissance au sein de la municipalité
siest accompagnée de dépenses
supplémentaires. « Les choses doivent
étre faites dans un certain ordre.
Lieau doit passer en premier ». Le
maire souligne également quiune
augmentation des recettes fscales ne
suffra pas a elle seule a couvrir ces
dépenses nécessaires.

«Au fl des ans, le taux d’imposition
a baissé et aucune prévision nia été faite
pour ce travail », dit madame McAleer.
La municipalitt a introduit une «
tres modeste augmentation diimp6t
pour tenter diéquilibrer le budget »,
admet-elle. En moyenne, les résidents
diOrmstown devront faire face & une
augmentation de 4,4 %, ce qui, selon
madame. Madame McAleer, sera
toujours inférieur au taux en vigueur en
2006.

Pour aider les résidents a gérer leur
budget, la municipalité a mis en place
un calendrier de quatre paiements, et
madame McAleer dit que le conseil
espére étre en mesure dioffrir aux
citoyens la possibilitt de faire des
contributions mensuelles diici liannée
prochaine.

Prioriser lienvironnement

« La principale chose qui nous occupe
en ce moment, ciest lieau », dit madame
McAleer. « Mais nous sommes toujours
conscients de devoir continuer a offrir
des nouveaux services a la population »,
explique-t-elle, ciest pourquoi diautres
fonds sont mis de cOté pour un parc
aquatique en 2023, par exemple.

Contrairement a une certaine
perception, le conseil niest pas non
plus anti-développement;  ils sont
plut6t favorables a un développement
responsable qui joue un role dans la

L 8 N
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Le festival d’hiver : Le temps
frals au rendez-vous pour
une celébration hivernale

Les résidents de Saint-Louis-de-Gonzague ont bravé le froid pour participer a un aprés-midi
d’activités hivernales lors du Festival d’hiver de la municipalité le 29 janvier au Parc-école
Omer-Séguin. Les Zarbitres étaient présents pour veiller a ce que les choses restent amu-
santes et conviviales tandis que les familles ont pu s’essayer au cyclisme hivernal grace a
Cycle Dubuc, qui était présent avec une sélection de vélos « fat bikes ». Les familles ont pu
faire de la luge, du hockey, du patinage et méme une bataille de boules de neige.

PHOTO Jeannine Haineault

formulaire a la page 16 !

Si vous avez apprécié cette copie du Gleaner
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protection de I’environnement. « Nous
voulons travailler avec les promoteurs »,
dit madame McAleer, tout en signalant
un changement diorientation pour la
municipalité. « Lienvironnement est une
priorité », insiste-t-elle, avancant qu’elle
veut siassurer diinclure des mesures
d’effcacité aux logements ainsi que des
espaces verts et récréatifs dans les plans
de développement résidentiels.

« Nous voulons participer a la
discussion », dit-elle, soulignant
que la municipalité examinera ses
reglements de zonage pour siassurer
quiils soient plus écologiques. Des
mesures seront prises pour protéger
les terres, les rivieres et les cours
dieau, la faune, les ressources
naturelles et le caractere architectural
unique de la municipalité.

Lienvironnement jouera également
un role important dans liapproche de la
municipalité & I’égard de I’eau, affrme

Venez voir notre nouvel emplacement pour des
aliments et des accessoires de qualité pour les
animaux de compagnie et de ferme!

Tel.: 450-843-8333 » Fax: 450-843-8222
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madame McAleer, qui admet que la
gestion des eaux usées fera partie du
plan. Selon I’organisme de la Fondation
Riviéres, Ormstown a déversé une partie
de ses eaux usées brutes directement
dans la riviere Chateauguay a 59 reprises
en 2020.

« Tout sera centré sur lieau au cours
des deux prochaines années », dit
madame McAleer, tout en insistant
sur le fait quiune deuxiéme priorité
sera diimpliquer les résidents dans les
nombreuses décisions que le conseil
prendra une fois que les problemes liés a
lieau seront réglés.

~ .-
0Oosselin

COURTIERS D'ASSURANCES

8

Un service humain, un lien de confance

t/@/1n

gosselinassurances.ca

1866 961-3553

HEURES DiOUVERTURE
lundi/mardi/mercredi:
9h -17h

jeudi: 9h - 18h
vendredi: 9h - 17h
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NowvELLES
Les motonelglstes doivent s’en tenir aux sentiers

Rachel Patenaude

I Traduit par Sabrina Vaillancourt

Cette semaine, la Fédération
de IPPUPA de la Montérégie
(UPA) a lancé une campagne
de sensibilisation pour rappeler
les régles qui permettent une
cohabitation durable entre
agriculteurs et  motoneigistes.
Liarrivéee de lihiver, combinée
a la popularité de la motoneige,
a fait en sorte quiun rappel des
regles convenues entre [I’UPA
et la Fédération des clubs de
motoneigistes du Québec (FCMQ)
a été necessaire.

« Nous tenons a rappeler aux
motoneigistes que la circulation
hors-piste et I'empiétement sur des
terrains privés sont des pratiques
inacceptables qui peuvent causer
des dommages importants aux
terres et aux cultures », indique
Jérémie Letellier, président de
I’UPA.

Les clubs de motoneige de la
région font également circuler
ce message. « Les motoneigistes
doivent rester sur les sentiers
désignés, sinon nous perdrons

tout droit de passage », énonce
Yves Thibeault, du Club de
motoneige Lac St-Frangois. « Nous
entretenons de bonnes relations
avec [les agriculteurs locaux], et
nous devons continuer ainsi ».

Les clubs ont mis beaucoup

réchauffer en cours de route. Ciest
grace a la collaboration des clubs
avec les agriculteurs locaux que
les motoneigistes disposent diun
impressionnant réseau de sentiers
organises dans la région.

Pour faire entendre ses messages,
I’UPA distribue présentement, aux
agriculteurs, des affches portant
un message simple et précis : «
Pour une coexistence durable
Empruntez les sentiers ».

« J'aimerais souligner que la
pratigue de la motoneige sur
des terres privées est rendue
possible grace a un partenariat
avec des producteurs agricoles
qui s'engagent a permettre des
sentiers dans leurs champs »,
explique M. Letellier. « Malgré
I'excellente  collaboration  des
clubs de motoneige et la répétition
des consignes aux motoneigistes,

certains oublient que le manteau
diefforts dans leurs sentiers et dans neigeux recouvre souvent des

la communauté des motoneigistes. cultures sensibles ». Une relation
En effet, le club du Lac St-Francois de travail positive entre les

vient de faire construire un petit agriculteurs et les motoneigistes
chalet abritant un poéle a bois assure des récoltes saines et une

sur son sentier le plus long pour communauté de motoneigistes
permettre aux motoneigistes de se  gpanouie.

INnscription:

(450) 264-6340
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WOW

C‘.amp Soleil de Melissa

e Cuisine »« Musique = Jeux » Activités
extérieuresearte

rier au 4 mars, 2022 de 9k a 15h

Pour les § & 20 ans
ajow\F: un DI ou TSA

et plus encore!

Famille

.
Quebec

FARM MANAGEMENT
& TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM
GESTION ETTECHNOLOGIES D'ENTREPRISE AGRICOLE (152.B0)

APPLIQUEZ DES MAINTENANT!

Date limite: 1°" mars 2022

Renseignements et pour faire votre demande :

www.mcgill.ca/fmt - fmt.macdonald@mcgill.ca

Situé a Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue, QC

44 McGall

MACDONALD CAMPUS
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NOUVELLES

Un Incendie ravage un
batiment agricole a
Tres-Saint-Sacrement

Sarah Rennie

Traduit par Sabrina Vaillancourt

Le 3 fevrier, les pompiers du
service de sécurite incendie de
Howick/Tres-Saint-Sacrement  ont
éte appelés a se rendre a une ferme
laitiere située sur le chemin Fertile
Creek a Tres-Saint-Sacrement, ou
un incendie siest declaré peu apres
20 h.

« Cétait un embrasement
généralise », a indiqué le chef
Kenneth McRae, en parlant de
I'incendie qui a détruit un hangar a
machinerie situe entre lamaison et la
grange. Le hangar abritait plusieurs
tracteurs et plusieurs wagons, dont
un charge de balles de soja.

Une pelle mécanique a été
demandée pour démolir le batiment
« afn que [les pompiers] puiss[ent]
accéder a la machinerie et a la paille

a liintérieur, explique M. McRae,
qui admet que le temps froid et la
poudrerie niont pas aideé la situation.
Cela aurait pu étre pire, reconnait-il,
considérant que la grange était située
a seulement 50 meétres du hangar.
Aucun animal n’a été perdu et il n’y
a eu aucun blessé », confrme-t-il.

Liincendie a été maitrisé vers 23 h
30 et les pompiers ont pu quitter les
lieux vers 2 h 30.

Les 28 pompiers du service de
Howick/Trés-Saint-Sacrement
étaient sur place, tandis que les
services de sécurité incendie
d’Ormstown, Franklin, Saint-Louis-
de-Gonzague et Saint-Etienne-de-
Beauharnois répondaient également
aliappel avec leurs camions-citernes.

M. McRae considére que la cause
de liincendie était probablement
électrique. Les dommages sont
estimés a 250 000 $.

Un OSBL qui favorise
I’acces a une alimentation
saine lance un sondage

Les Complices Alimentaires est
un organisme sans but lucratif,
basé a Saint-Michel, qui aide les
citoyens de la région a avoir acces
a des aliments, principalement
a des fruits et des légumes.
Liobjectif est de faciliter liacces
a une alimentation saine aux
personnes de la région qui vivent
dans la pauvreté ou en situations
vulnérables. Pour ce faire, les
Complices siapprovisionnent en
produits locaux qui ne peuvent étre
vendus, pour quelque raison que ce
soit, pour ensuite les préparer et les
conserver pour les personnes dans
le besoin. Ce travail a été reconnu,
en novembre dernier, par le
Centre intégré de santé et services
sociaux de la Montérégie-Ouest
(CISSSMO) lorsque les Complices
Alimentaire ont remporté le Prix
Hippocrate - Innovation en santé
publigue.

A la fn janvier, les Complices
Alimentaires ont lancé un sondage,
qui leur permet de recueillir de
I'information sur les habitudes de
consommation de fruits et légumes

Location de toilettes et
nettoyage de fosses septiques

450-264-2048 ou 1-877-264-2048
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en Montérégie-Ouest, dans le but
dien savoir plus sur les besoins de la
communauté et afn d’améliorer les
services. Liorganisme indique que
« lienquéte vise a recueillir [les]
suggestions quant aux méthodes
permettant de favoriser liacceés aux
aliments ».

Pour les personnes intéressées, un
lien vers le sondage est accessible
sur leur page Facebook (Les
Complices Alimentaires), et il est
possible d’y répondre en francais ou
en anglais. Liadresse web suivant
méne également au questionnaire :
https://fr.surveymonkey.com/r/
LCAfr

La date limite pour participer est
le vendredi 18 février 2022. (RP,
traduit par SV)

CHRARPENTERIE

HEIRIOOM

-1990 -

DES CHARPENTES UNIQUES,
PERSONNALISEES ET

CONCUES POUR DURER.

30 ANS DE
SAVOIR-FAIRE DE
QUALITE INEGALEE

450-264-2327
www.HeirloomTimberFrames.com
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De I'aide pour une famille d’Hemmingford

dévastée par un incendie de grange

Sarah Rennie

I Traduit par Sabrina Vaillancourt

Le 29 janvier, a Hemmingford, une
famille de 12 personnes a éte laissée
sous le choc suite a un incendie
de grange ; ce dernier a ravagé un
batiment utilisé pour liélevage de
moutons ainsi quiun garage servant
dientrepdt. Le feu, qui siest déclaré
dans la partie nord de la grange,
faisait déja rage lorsque la famille

450.829.3001

8-B rue Church, Ormstown, Qc JOS 1KD

CHAMBRE A LOUER, Huntingdon

Partagez un logement 4 %2, avec sous-sol,
directement a coté du IGA
Completement meublé, tout inclus :
internet haute vitesse, téléphone avec plan
interurbain, électricité.
$500 / mois

450-264-2116

1\ [ -
= URETHANE
GICLEE
CELLULOSE
ISONORISATION

ENLEVEMENT
D'ISOLATION

RBQ 5774-6802-01
KENT 514-796-0727 - SHANE 514-974-0113

Reconnaissance
du soutien

fevrier 2022

Les Services diinformation
communautaire de la Vallée de
la Chateauguay, proprietaire du
Gleaner, tiennent a remercier
le Gouvernement du Québec
pour le soutien suivant :

Le soutien au  projet
1Quebec ConnectT par leg-
uel Le Gleaner aidera les
communautés  anglophones
sous-desservies des régions
a développer leurs propres
médias communautaires. Le
fnancement est assuré par le
Secrétariat aux relations avec
les Québécois diexpression
anglaise (SRQEA) dans le
cadre de son programme
de soutien aux organismes
desservant les communautés
diexpression anglaise.

Secrétariat aux relations
avec les Québécois
d’expression anglaise

Québec

a appelé les pompiers. Malgré des
efforts héroiques pour sauver autant
d’animaux que possible, environ 70
moutons ont péri dans liincendie,
et parmi eux de nombreuses brebis
gestantes et quelques nouveau-nés.

La ferme familiale des Soulard,
située sur le chemin Back Bush,
« était le lieu principal de toutes
les activités de [la] famille »,
raconte Jonathan Soulard, qui est
le deuxieme de dix enfants. Lui
et son frere, Alexandre, dirigent
une entreprise diélevage de poules
pondeuses, de culture commerciale
et de déneigement en hiver, et ce, de
la propriété familiale. Son pére Louis
éleve des moutons. Depuis cing ans,
sa sceur Frédérique, I’ainée de cing
enfants qui habitent toujours sous le
méme toit, travaille avec son pére a la
gestion du troupeau. Récemment, elle
et son frére cadet, Louis-Gabriel, ont
introduit un deuxiéme troupeau a la
ferme parallélement a la production
de leur pére. A la fn octobre, I'année
derniere, elle a quitté son travail pour
se concentrer sur ses animaux. Un
réve littéralement parti en fumée.

En plus de la grange qui abritait
les moutons, un garage a également
été détruit. Ce dernier contenait des
outils et de liéquipement pour le soin
des animaux, diune valeur dienviron

R

PHOTO Jonathan Soulard

Un garage servant d’entrepdt, qui abritait deux tracteurs, une remorque, des outils et de
I’équipement, a également été détruit par les [ahmes.

150 000 $, ainsi que deux tracteurs
et une remorque. La machinerie
agricole sera peut-étre couverte
par les assurances, mais la grange
était centenaire et donc considérée
comme inassurable, cela malgré les
nombreuses rénovations qui avaient
été faites au Fl des ans. La famille
avait prévu de construire une nouvelle
grange et avait déja acheté une grande
partie du matériel électrique et de la
plomberie nécessaire. Cependant,
le tout a aussi été détruit par les
fammes. Les dommages sont estimés
a environ 500 000 $.

« Ciest une grosse perte, indique
M. Soulard. C'est une perte
fnanciere, mais c'est aussi plus

ABONNEZ-VOUS AU GLEANER

Nom :

en envoyant ce coupon a I'adresse ci dessous
ou en vous inscrivant en ligne sur www.le-gleaner.com

Retourner ce coupon avec une chéque ou un mandat-poste au:
Gleaner, C.P. 1, Ormstown, QC, JOS 1KO0
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Courriel :

TOTAL INCLUS : $

24 éditions imprimées et accés complét au site web : 60$ (taxes incluses)
[ ] Jlinclus un don avec mes frais d’abonnement. Montant : $
[ ] Ceci est un nouvel abonnement [_] Je renouvelle un abonnement existant
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que c¢a », dit-il, expliquant que
le troupeau de sa sdur avait fait
partie d'un programme de gestion
de troupeau dans le but diéliminer
certaines maladies. Etant l'un des
rares éleveurs au Québec a travailler
avec ce programme, cette perte
représente pour eux un énorme pas
en arriére. Le statut de son troupeau
complique également la situation
alors que la famille cherche un
moyen de maintenir son réve en vie ;
les moutons ne peuvent pas étre mis
en pension chez un autre éleveur
sans risquer la contamination.

La famille a temporairement
relocalisé les moutons survivants
dans une autre grange qui contenait
déja beaucoup dianimaux, et la
situation est loin diétre ideale. «
Ils sont tellement & I’étroit », dit
M. Soulard, qui explique que ce
niest pas un endroit sir pour les
brebis qui attendent diagneler,
et que ce serait particulierement
dangereux pour les nouveau-nés. «
Les meres et les bébés doivent étre
séparés du troupeau », affrme-t-il,
spécifant que tout équipement qui
était entreposé dans la grange a été
retiré et que des enclos temporaires
ont été assemblés. La famille espére
reconstruire au plus vite.

Pour aider sa famille, M. Soulard
siest tourné vers les réseaux sociaux
et la plateforme de fnancement
participatif GoFundMe. « C’est
vraiment un drame familial, déplore-
t-il. Mon souhait est de voir le
projet de mon pére et de ma saur se
remettre sur pieds, dit-il en parlant
de la campagne de fnancement. Je
suis tellement content que personne
niait été blessé », ajoute-t-il, en
mentionnant que la situation a été tres
diffcile pour tout le monde.

La campagne GoFundMe a
déja permis diamasser prées de 43
000 $, en plus de dons et de mots
diencouragement  provenant  de
partout au Québec, voire méme de
I’Alberta. La page GoFundMe pour
soutenir les Soulard pendant leur
reconstruction est disponible en ligne
au https://gofund.me/f750d8fc.



La Montérégie en féte pour attirer les jeunes

Comme a chaque année, le
programme Place aux jeunes en
région, qui a pour but diattirer
et de retenir les jeunes de 18 a
35 ans en leur faisant connaitre
une région rurale de la province,
organise la Semaine des régions du
7 au 11 février 2022. L’évenement
est présenté par Desjardins

opion " NN\N

Le logement :

mais aussi grace a de nombreux
partenariats locaux entre la MRC
et les entreprises et organismes
participants.

Une soirée virtuelle placée
sous le signe de liamour sera
organisée le samedi 12 février
2022 et permettra aux jeunes
du coin de rencontrer ceux et

un droit, pas

un bien de consommation

Un droit garanti par quoi ?

Dans le contexte actuel, le droit
au logement niest garanti que par
liassistance sociale et le salaire
minimum. Malheureusement, ces
protections collectives que nous
nous offrons ne suffsent plus. Les
prix des loyers subissent une hausse
incroyable. Celle-ci est confortée par
des colts de constructions inédits, un
marché immobilier en surchauffe et
une spéculation immobiliére devenue
internationale.

Ciest sans parler des logements
insalubres, non déclarés ou méme
le phénomene grandissant des
rénovictions. Ces maux sont aussi
alimentés par les mémes facteurs que
les hausses de loyers.

Certes, il existe les Offces
Municipales  diHabitation, mais
les listes diattentes sont longues et
les possibilités de développement,
surtout en milieu rural, sont quasi-
inexistantes. Il existe aussi le
programme de supplément au loyer.
Mais, dans le Haut-Saint-Laurent,
peu ou pas de propriétaires sont
volontaires pour y participer : pas

justifable d’un point de vue de la
rentabilité.

Bref,sansrienenleveralapertinence
des entrepreneurs immobiliers, il
miapparait essentiel quiune partie
plus importante du marché locatif
nait plus une vocation lucrative. Que
des OBNLs prennent une plus grande
part dans ce marché. Des initiatives
comme SOLIDES, a Chateauguay,
ou la nétre, a Huntingdon, sont
inspirantes et réellement porteuses
diespoir. Comme vous liaurez-peut-
étre vu, dans liédition précédente
du Gleaner, notre organisation, les
Habitations des Tisserandes travaille
a acquérir un multiplex dans le but,
justement, de sortir plus diunités
résidentielles locatives du marché
lucratif et/ou spéculatif.

Ces initiatives communautaires
innovantes  méritent  pleinement
liappui  du  public et des
gouvernements, afn de combler un

besoin de plus en plus criant.

Genevieve Couture
preésidente des Habitation des
Tisserandes et Directrice
genérale, chez Ancre et Ailes

Financé par le

gouvernement
du Canada

Reconnaissance du soutien i février 2022

Les Services d’information communautaire de la Vallée de la
Chateauguay, propriétaire du Gleaner, tiennent a remercier le
gouvernement du Canada pour le soutien suivant :

L’embauche de deux stagiaires pour 2021-2022 a été assuré par le
volet des stages nationaux du programme « Jeunesse Canada au travail
pour une carriere en francais et en anglais », et le fnancement du
projet « Exploiter de nouveaux marchés », tous deux rendus possibles
par le Fonds d’appui stratégique aux médias communautaires offert
conjointement par le Consortium des médias communautaires de
langue offcielle en situation minoritaire et le gouvernement du Canada.

La réalisation d’une partie du contenu du Gleaner a ¢été rendue
possible grace a I’Initiative de journalisme local (IJL), qui fournit
des ressources pour la production d’articles dignes d’intérét tout en
augmentant la couverture des questions civiques et d’intérét public
dans les communautés sous-desservies. Cette initiative est soutenue par
le ministére du Patrimoine canadien en collaboration avec la Quebec
Community Newspapers Association (QCNA).

i+l

Canada

celles qui pensent déménager
prochainement. Les participants,
qui malheureusement ne pourront
se voir en présentiel une fois de
plus, auront de quoi siamuser
grace a des activités ludiques.
Liinscriptionestnécessaireavantle
10 février en envoyant un courriel
a  mhebert@cje-pierredesaurel.

com. Place aux jeunes en région
se démene tout au long de liannée
pour faire connaitre la région,
par le biais de liagente Marylene
Daigle pour la MRC du Haut-
Saint-Laurent, afn d’attirer les
jeunes en leur offrant des services
pour trouver un logement, une
garderie, un emploi, etc.

Consultez la
PAGE D’EMPLOI

sur le site du Gleaner a [m]
www.le-gleaner.com/emplois; .
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Ce que nous offrons :
(® Croissance et opportunité
@® Assurance maladie collective
(@ Possibilité de cotiser a un REER
(® Congeés payés

Ce que vous devez savoir a propos de ROSE :
® Nous sommes engagés a faire rayonner la culture
et les valeurs québécoises.

(® Nous croyons que le cannabis peut aider
les Québécaois et les Canadiens a mener une vie meilleure.

@® Nous sommes [ets d’étre guidés par des principes
fondamentalement humains ; valeurs familiales, amitié,
aspiration a vivre sainement et pleinement.

(® La sécurité est essentielle au succeés de notre entreprise.

@® Nous sommes implantés dans deux endroits au Québec : une installation
de 55 000 pieds carrés a la [né pointe de la technologie a Huntingdon et de
nouveaux bureaux dans le quartier de Villeray a Montréal.

® Nos dirigeants possédent une expérience internationale au sein
d’industries assujetties aux réglementations gouvernementales.
Veuillez envoyer votre CV a jobs@roselifescience.ca
ou déposez-le en personne a
2295 chemin Ridge, Huntingdon QC

POUR FAIRE DE L/ [=] el

DANS LA VERSION mvirnnvice

OU EN LIGNE,

veuillez contacter Lorelei a
844-450-5055, poste 712
ou promotion@the-gleaner.com

>
(@ ROSE

e LifeScienceVie
ROSE S’AGRANDIT !

Nous recrutons pour les postes suivants :
Technicien(ne) de traitement et d’emballage
(Temps plein - plusieurs postes a combler)
Technicien en culture (temps plein - plusieurs postes a combler)
Cultivateur en chef (temps plein - un poste a combler)
Superviseur de I'assurance qualité
(temps plein - un poste a combler)

Superviseur de I’entretien (temps plein - un poste a combler)
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L’appel du café donne un boost au Bella Bistro

Callan Forrester

I Traduit par Iris Delagrange

Diriger une petite entreprise
niest jamais tache facile, et ciest
encore plus compliqué pendant
une pandémie. Le Bistro Bridge
du centre commercial IGA ayant
récemment fermé ses portes, il a été
réinvente et réouvert sous le nom
de Bella Bistro en decembre dernier
par Isabelle Guérin. Il est ouvert
depuis, avec liaide et le soutien de
la communauté de la région.

En janvier, environ un mois
seulement apres la réouverture du
café, mme Guérin craignait déja
ne pas pouvoir continuer. Gérer
son propre café était son réve, et
Iiidee de le perdre si tot était assez
bouleversante pour elle. Bruce

Avis de déces

AVIS DE DECES
SEDGWICK, Eric

A Huntingdon, le lundi 22 janvier 2022, &
I'age de 91 ans, est décédé Eric Sedgwick,
époux de Jeannine Quenneville, [Is] de
feu Guy Sedgwick et de feu Marie Ida
Alice Tessier. Outre son épouse, il laisse
dans le deuil ses enfants, Allan (Gisgle
Demers) Joanne (feu Guy Clermont),
Dale, Lynn, Donald (Carolyn Kroos) et
David, ses petits-enfants Jason (Vanessa),
Vicky (Marc), Oakley (Victoria), Nigel
(Carly), Kristen (Phil), Justin (Simone),
Jennifer (Jonathan) et Kristopher (Ema),
ses arriere-petits-enfants Liam, Sam, Abby,
Tessa, Adrianna, Milan et Melodie et ses
sceurs Gertie (Keith), Shirley (Larry) et
Carol, plusieurs beaux-fréres, belles-sceurs,
neveux, Nieces, cousins, cousines, parents et
amis. Prédécédé de son frére Fred (Doreen)
et sa soeur Peggy (Jean-Guy). En raison
des circonstances, les rituels funéraires se
tiendront & une date ultérieure. Des dons
en sa mémoire & la Fondation du Centre
Hospitalier du Comté de Huntingdon,
198, rue Chateauguay, Huntingdon,
Québec, JOS1HO, seraient grandement
appréciés par la famille. Les messages
de sympathie peuvent étre transmis au
www.rodriguemontpetit [IStom.

Direction funéraire Rodrigue Montpetit et
Fils Inc. 170, rue Chateauguay, Huntingdon,
Québec, JOS 1HO0, 450-264-5331.

Rodrigue Montpetit

et Fils Inc.

Barr, un citoyen, visitait le café un
jour et lui a demandé comment les
choses se passaient. Mme Guérin
a déclaré quia liépoque, elle était
un peu perplexe, car Monsieur
Barr « me posait des questions
sur le nombre de personnes qui
devaient venir pour que je puisse
rester ouvert. Je me suis dit : « Cet
homme doit juste vouloir savoir
ce qui se passe » !

Ce soir-la, Bruce Barr (qui
dirige les événements Brysonville
Schoolhouse Revisited) a publiée
un message Facebook a partir de
la page Schoolhouse, demandant
aux gens de la communauté de
montrer leur soutien et diacheter
du café au Bella Bistro ce jour-
la. Le message a eu un immense
succes, obtenant plus de 150

En mémoire

PETER ANDERT:
EN MEMOIRE

22 aoiit, 1965 - 2 février, 2021

P A R

Une année compléte sest écoulée depuis
que tu nous as été enlevé si soudainement.
Nous ne savions pas que tu partais, nous ne
pouvions pas te rendre visite et te dire ce
que nous voulions. Ce fut si di [cild sans
tes rires, ton amour, tes encouragements,
mais quelle chance nous avons eue d'avoir
ces liens d'amour et d'amitié. Nous te
portons, toi et ces liens avec nous, chaque
jour, dans nos ceeurs et nos pensées, jusqu’a
ce que nous te revoyions.

“Parce que nous regardons, non point
aux choses visibles, mais a celles qui sont
invisibles; car les choses visibles sont
passageres, et les invisibles sont éternelles”.
2Cor 4:18

Nous t'aimons, Peter, ami le plus [dale,
con [dént, [Is]partenaire aimant, et un vrai
frere, oncle, grand-pére.

) K -
i Ve -/ -

DE “~  Fleurs,
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(450) 264-4844 ~ 131 Chateauguay, H’don

partages et plus de 9000 vues.

« Ciétait assez impressionnant
a voir. Je dirige une émission sur
Facebook depuis deux ans, et je
niai jamais eu 9000 vues. Ca va
au-dela de tout ce que jiai jamais
vu », explique Bruce Barr.

Mme Guérin était extrémement
reconnaissante pour le coup de
pouce. Elle dit quielle a été «
vraiment étonnée ». Jiai vu le
message lanuit et je me demandais
ce que c’était. Bruce m’a inspiré.
Le lendemain, les citoyens de la
région étaient au rendez-vous.
Madame Guérin explique quiil y
avait « des files de personnes qui
avaient vu le message. lls sont
tous venus me soutenir » Cela
signifiait beaucoup pour elle, et
cela lia poussée a garder le café
ouvert. « Toute la journée, jiai eu
les larmes aux yeux », dit-elle.

Bruce Barr est un fervent partisan
du soutien des entreprises locales
parce que, comme il le dit, « vous
aidez vos voisins et vos amis ». Il
affrme qu’il y a de nombreuses
belles entreprises dans la région, et
faire preuve de soutien est simple
et fait toute la différence. « Tout ce
dont Isabelle avait besoin, c’était
que 40 personnes viennent prendre
un café chez elle. Et ciest faisable!
Je suis content diavoir pu liaider ».
Liexpérience de la générosité de
la région et du pouvoir des médias
sociaux a changé le destin du
café fi et renouvelé la motivation
d’Isabelle Guérin. Elle a désormais
des grands projets. Pour liinstant,
elle suit ce que les anciens

propriétaires du café servaient
avant sa reprise: sandwichs, wraps,
salades, cafés, etc. Mais une fois
que les choses seront un peu plus
stables et quielle sera en mesure
diembaucher un employé, elle
espére offrir plus de mets chauds
et de mets préparés fi « des choses
comme ¢a, qui n’étaient pas la
avant, afn que je puisse attirer plus
de gens », dit-elle.

La puissance des médias
sociaux a vraiment contribué
a donner un coup de pouce
au Bella Bistro, mais Isabelle
Guerin niest pas la seule nouvelle
propriétaire de restaurant de la
région. Récemment, une nouvelle
pizzeria et un restaurant de
sushis, entre autres, ont ouvert
a proximité du bistro. Bruce
Barr souligne qu’il est difficile
de savoir ce qui se passe en ce
moment a cause de la pandémie.
« On ne sort pas pour manger,
et personne diautre ne le fait, et
on ne rencontre pas les gens ».
Il poursuit en suggérant que ces
temps difficiles sont justement le
meilleur prétexte pour soutenir les
entreprises locales, car « ce serait
une bonne chose de fermer les
grands magasins et de rester dans
notre région. On ne devrait pas
devoir se promener dans quatre
villes différentes pour obtenir du
lait et du fromage ».

Isabelle Guérin ajoute que nous
avons besoin que les entreprises
locales soient fortes : « Sinon, il
niy aurait pas de vie dans la ville,
et il ne resterait plus rien ».

PHOTO courtoisie d’lsabelle Guérin

_ Isabelle Guérin a ouvert Bella Bistro en décembre dernier.
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Eight Montérégie athletes compete in Beljing

A little less than six months after
the Tokyo Summer Olympics, the
opening ceremonies for the XXIV
Winter Olympic Games in Beijing,
China took place on February 4.
Among the 2,900 athletes set to
perform on the worldis biggest
stage, there are eight athletes from
the Montérégie region, all with their
eyes on the podium.

Danaé Blais of Chateauguay will
compete in the 1500 metre event in
short track speed skating, scheduled
for Feb. 16. She is also a member of
the relay team, expected to compete
on Feb. 9. This will be the frst
Olympic games for the 22-year-old
skater, who made her debut on the
world championship stage earlier
this year.

Hockey player Mélodie Daoust,
who hails from Salaberry-de-
Valleyfeld, is playing in her third
Winter Games. The forward is
looking to avenge her teamis loss
to the Americans in the fnal during
the 2018 Games in PyeongChang,
South Korea. Daoust was on the ice

-

PHOTO Journal Saint-Francois

Mélodie Daoust of Salaberry-de-Valley [eld
is going for gold in her third Olympic Games
with the Canadian women’s hockey team.

for the Canadian team’s frst match
against Switzerland on Feb. 3, but
left the game with an upper-body
injury in the second period. She says
she hopes to get back on the ice as
quickly as possible.

Laurence  Fournier  Beaudry
of Greenfeld Park will take part
in the ice dance fgure skating
competition on Feb. 12 with partner
Nikolaj Sorensen. The pair fnished
in eighth place at the 2021 World
Championships and have fnished on
the podium at Grand Prix events in
the run up to Beijing.

Longueil native Elizabeth Hosking
took to the snowboarding halfpipe
on Feb. 8 during the frst rounds of
qualifcation. The fnals will take
place on Wednesday. These are
the second Olympic Games for the
20-year-old snowboarder.

Charles Hamelin of Sainte-Julie
is a short track speed skating legend
with fve Olympic medals already to
his name, including three gold. These
will be his Ffth and fnal Olympic
Games. He took part in the mixed
short track relay on Feb. 5, where a
penalty against the Canadians kept
them from winning a bronze medal.
He took to the ice for his personal
events events starting with the 1000
m on Feb. 5.

Known as the king of moguls,
Saint-Lambertis Mikaél Kingsbury
won a silver medal in the freestyle
super fnal on Feb. 5, fnishing just
behind Walter Wallberg of Sweden.
Known for his modesty, the freestyle
skier said he was proud of his
performance and was happy to be
bringing home a medal.

Zachary Lagha of Saint-
Hubert and Marjorie Lajoie of
Boucherville will be competing
together in the ice dance fgure
skating competition. The pair will
make their Olympic debut during
the rhythmic dance on Feb. 12,
with the free dance taking place
the following day.

Mercier resident Simon Proulx-
Sénécal may be Canadian-born, but he
will compete for Armenia with partner
Tina Garabedian in the ice dance
fgure skating competition. The pair
have been skating together since 2015.

(Michel Hersir — Le Journal
Saint-Francois, translated by Sarah
Rennie)

on February 2.

Finally, the Valley was graced with the ‘right’ kind of snow for making snowmen. “We have
been waiting all winter,” said Ginger Mikolajczk, who was captured posing with this hand-
some fellow along with her children Alessandra and Vincenzo, and friends Emmett and
Olive. The proud moment was captured by Amanda Dobbs during a play date in Ormstown

If you would like to see your photo featured as our TPhoto of the Week,T please submit
it to info@the-gleaner.com.

PHOTO Amanda Dobbs

Investment in community organizations
Improves local economy, study [ndls

A recent economic impact
study commissioned by the Table
nationale des corporations de
développement  communautaire
(TNCDC), and conducted by
AppEco, a frm specializing in

economic  analysis, confrms
that investing in community
organizations  improves local
economies.

CDCs, or Corporations de
développement communautaire,
are  groups of community

organizations which work in a
diversity of felds to aid the socio-
economic development of their
respective ~ communities.  The
TNCDC is a network of CDCs
stretching across the province.
The AppEco study found that

since 2001, CDC funding across the
province has decreased by 12 per
cent when infation and the number
of members served are considered.
This underfunding prevents CDCs
from increasing their resources,
and reduces their capacity to aid
vulnerable populations.

The study also concluded that
for every $100 million invested in
community organizations, $183.7
millionisinjected intothe economy,
with 45.2 million in additional
production from suppliers, and
38.5 million in consumer spending.
For the same $100 million invested
in  community organizations, a
GDP of $110 million is generated
in that community, and 1900 jobs
are maintained or created.

Locally, the MRC Haut-Saint-
Laurent receives $3.3 million,
and the MRC de Beauharnois-
Salaberry receives $15.4 million
in  community investment from
the provincial government. This
translates to 252 jobs created
through the members of the
CDC du Haut-Saint-Laurent,
and 400 through the CDC de
Beauharnois-Salaberry.

Iftheratiosdiscovered by AppEco
are applied, there is roughly $34.4
million of real impact on the
Suroit economy fi a considerable
contribution that would beneft
from being improved.

To fully achieve its mission,
the CDC network estimates an
additional $8.7 million in funding
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is needed in 2022-2023. It says
this would allow it to make up for
the past 20 years, in community
intervention and improvement and
response to increasing needs.

In addition, increased funding
would allow for improved wages
and would contribute to better
retention of professionals. TWe
hope this study, which confirms
both the economic impact and
the underfunding of the CDCs,
will encourage the government
to release the amounts expected,T
says Marie-Line Audet, executive
director of TNCDC. “The study
clearly shows that investing in
local communities pays @i not
only socially, but economically
as well.T (RP)
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Nature remains a restorative

force for the pandemic-weary

i v
. "

PHOTO Alain Audet

While enjoying an outdoors experience in nature, always observe wildlife, such as this fox,
from a distance. Do not follow or approach wild animals, and never feed them, as this could
damage their health, alter natural behaviours, or expose them to predators and other dangers.

I Sarah Rennie

Throughout the pandemic, and
especially now during this grueling
ffth wave, people have been seeking
refuge in the outdoors to help cope with
the stress and anxiety brought on by
COVID-19.

New data released by the Nature
Conservancy of Canada (NCC) confrms
it is important for our physical, mental,
and emotional well-being to connect
with nature. According to results from
an Ipsos Public Affairs poll conducted
for the NCC, 82 per cent of the people
surveyed are spending time in nature.
37 per cent said they are now spending

Acknowledgement
of Support

February 2022

The Chateauguay Valley Com-
munity Information Services,
owner of The Gleaner, would
like to gratefully acknowledge
the Gouvernement du Québec
for the following support:

Support for the 1Quebec Con-
nectt project through which
The Gleaner will assist un-
der-served  English-speaking
communities in the regions
with developing their own
community media. Funding
is provided by the Secrétariat
aux relations avec les Québé-
cois diexpression anglaise
(SRQEA) as part of their Sup-
port Program for Organiza-
tions Serving English-speaking
Communities.

Secrétariat aux relations
avec les Québécois
d’expression anglaise

p
Québec
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more time outdoors compared to before
the beginning of the pandemic in March
2020. Among respondents, women,
young people, and young families were
most likely to be spending more time
outside.

“These fndings underscore why
protecting and having access to nature
is important and helps all of us,T said
Frangois Duclos, senior advisor for
visitor-use planning with the NCC.
1Many are turning to nature reserves,
trails, green spaces, and parks for
physically distanced outdoor activities.
They are embracing opportunities to
get fresh air, exercise, feel a sense of
calm, and take a break from increased
telework and screen time.T

The NCC is encouraging Quebecers to
continue to explore Quebec’s beautiful
natural landscapes during winter and
connect with nature. From birdwatching
to wildlife spotting and discovering
unforgettable scenery, there are plenty
of opportunities to discover the natural
world in the Valley.

The NCC has also offered some
useful suggestions and tips to
ensure all stay warm and safe while
enjoying the outdoors in winter.

* Be prepared by wearing or bringing
multiple layers of clothing to stay
warm, as well as a hat, scarf, mittens,
and water-resistant jacket. Make sure
you stay as dry as possible, as water
against the skin from wet clothing can
chill the body quickly. Have proper
boots and foot aids to provide traction
on slippery surfaces.

e Always let others know where you
are going and bring a phone so you
can call for help if you get lost.

e Research the area you're visiting for
any regulations or special concerns.

e Schedule your activity to avoid times
of high use to allow for easier physical
distancing.

e Know your limits and your gear. Go
slow, chose lower-risk activities to
avoid injury.

e Viisit in small groups, or split larger
parties into groups of four to Six.
Always stay on durable trails and
surfaces.

* Take breaks and let nature’s sounds
prevail. Avoid loud voices and noises.

e Always control your pets or leave
them at home.

e Preserve the past. Examine, but
do not touch, cultural or historic
structures and artifacts.

e |eave rocks, plants, and other
natural objects as you found them.

¢ And, most importantly, leave no
trace by ensuring all trash, leftover
food, and litter, along with any pet
waste, is picked up and disposed
of properly.

Acknowledgement of Support il February 2022

Association.

Funded by the
Government
of Canada

The Chateauguay Valley Community Information Services, owner of
The Gleaner, would like to gratefully acknowledge the Government
of Canada for the following support:

The engagement of two interns for 2021-2022 has been provided
through the domestic internshipis component of the 1Young Canada
Works at Building Careers in English and FrenchT program, and
funding for the 1Tapping into New MarketsT project, both of which
have been made possible by the Community Media Strategic
Support Fund offered jointly by the Offcial Language Minority
Community Media Consortium and the Government of Canada.

The production of a part of The Gleaneris content has been made
possible by The Local Journalism Initiative (LJI), which provides
funds for the production of newsworthy articles while increasing
coverage in civic matters and issues of public interest in underserved
communities and is supported by the Department of Canadian
Heritage in collaboration with the Quebec Community Newspapers

' Canad?
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Suicide Prevention Week
Ag community
raises funds

to secure
psychosocial
support

The 32nd annual Suicide
Prevention Week took place
from Jan. 30 to Feb. 5 under the
theme: “Talking about suicide
saves lives.” The Fédération
de I’UPA de la Montérégie
(UPA) highlighted this vyear’s
campaign with a special edition
of its regional newsletter, which
included an update on the
organizationis efforts to raise
$100,000 to cover the salaries and
expenses of two social workers
who would be dedicated to the
agricultural community as part of
the Travailleurs de rang network.

The  Ensemble,  récoltons
liespoir! campaign was launched
in 2021 with the goal of securing
psychosocial support for farmers
in the Montérégie until 2023. The
UPA is working in partnership
with a non-profit organization,
Au Coeur des Familles Agricoles
(ACFA), which will cover 75 per
cent of the costs associated with
the two support workers. The UPA
is financing the remaining 25 per
cent through its crowdfunding
campaign, which has now reached
69 per cent of its goal.

At least $56,760 was raised
last year, thanks to generous
donors and funds brought in via
the 2021 Gala des Agristars.
The Eleveurs de porcs de la
Montérégie donated $2,250 to
the cause, and the Producteurs
de lait de Montérégie-Ouest
chipped in an additional $5,000.
Donations were also made by
local syndicates in Beauharnois-
Salaberry ($5,000) and the Haut-
Saint-Laurent ($1,000). (SR)

Please reuse or recycle
this newspaper when
you have finished with it!
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Mother Sellar, age 88, reminisces

An excerpt from a Christmas insert sent out by The Gleaner in 1948

““Mother, write me an editorial
for September 15.°

‘No! I'm too old.’
‘Not for that issue.’

‘Alright, it will be reminiscent.
I've written few in my day but have
proof-read and criticized many.’”

What does it feel like to be old
and have lived almost ninety years
in the same locality? Not bad, if
you are not over-powered by fear
of the future and have guarded
against lonesomeness by adding
to your list of friends some of the
younger generations, and learned
to entertain yourself and exercise
charity and patience.

In fourscore years, have we
advanced within our homes, in
our environs, and in character?
To the Ffrst and second, | answer
positively, yes. Of the third, I’'m
in doubt.

Before the introduction of
furnaces, the houses were so cold
in winter. In my father’s manse
there were Tfve stoves, but on
cold nights water froze in the
bedrooms. We burned excellent
hard wood, but fres burned out in
the night, and anyhow economy
had to be exercised, not of money
only but of labour in cutting and
carrying it in from shed to wood-
box. The best of hard maple three
feet long cost $3 a cord, but the
total income in many cases was
not over $300 a year. A man’s
daily wage was $1 and good house
servants cost $3 a month or less.

Is it any wonder our clothes
differed greatly from those of
today? They were planned for
durability and warmth. Sewing
machines were few, and it took
time to make a garment by hand,
but when made, it would pass
down the line of juniors as it
was outgrown. When the paper
pattern  industry  developed,
the Huntingdon women did
not overlook it. Generally, the
stockings were home-knit for
everyone, and often the wool came
from local sheep. Not always
pretty, but warm, and the summer
hose were knit from cotton.

The food was mainly home-
produced and homemade yeast
and local four did not always
produce sweet, good bread. Fruits
and vegetables were not trucked
to our door i we grew them in
our felds and gardens. One of the
nicest gardens in my day was Mr.
Morrisonis in the centre of what is
now Chateauguay Street. As there

were no self-sealers, jellies and
preserves and dried things were
eaten. In summer, little fresh meat
was used. Dan Miller could supply
the weekly wants of the village
from a big basket carried on his
arm. The pickle barrel was the
source and supply of dried meat,
smoked hams and bacon, eggs
and salt herring and an occasional
fowl or fsh.

A treasure to most families was
the cow; so much good variety
was provided by her milk. Many a
ladis pocket money was made by
his driving a string of neighborsi
cows to and from pasture at 25¢ a
month for each.

Another big improvement was
the introduction to many houses of
water cisterns. To fully appreciate
that, you need to live for a spell
in dependence on the rain that
falls, and [that] you can catch,
and the well that may freeze in the
winter or go dry in the summer, or
the snow you can melt; a supply
barrel in the corner of the kitchen
in the winter was a troublesome
comfort.

Then, when water came in, soon
better drainage followed and there
were cleaner back-door premises
and some fortunate women got
washing machines. They may
have been crude compared with
the electric ones today but were a
long step ahead of the washboard.

Big improvement No. 3 was
1lightT. When the tallow candle
gave way to coal-oil lamps, the
eyes of that day were satisfed,
but Canadian oil that reached
Huntingdon was not well-refned.
It smelt and it dirtied the lamp
chimneys every night. Small
wonder there was smuggling from
the U.S. and when electricity
became a reality, homes and barns
and roadsides became like day for
all progressive enough to install it
when the centres were established
and lines laid. Other great indoor
comforts that have come one by
one are screened porches in which
to sleep or eat or sit, comfortable
chairs, electric stoves, irons,
radios, telephones.

When we explore outside the
home and go to the barn, we fnd
one big one taking the place of a
colony of individual buildings,
and there the farm labor goes on in
light and convenience. The herds
of cattle have increased, but horses
decreased. Shortage of hands to
work in recent years has forced
some to return to the small herd,
others try more machinery. Fewer

women go to barn and feld, but
in English homes there are
fewer to go, for families
are much smaller.
Since the horseless
carriage arrived and
comparatively good
roads followed, there

is much more road-
travel,  sometimes
one might think a
heritage might be
forfeited for gas, or a
bank-account vanish.
If the frst Caza drove
to-day past the felds
of his descendants, or
the frst Fraser met his
descendant sitting in his
automobile in comfort with
the big herds of cows and the
dog before him, on the way to be
milked, probably by machine, both
pioneers would smile.

Yes, industry and a will to
work with intelligence can work
wonders. Farms are not the whole
of Huntingdon. The hamlet has
been followed by village and town,
to which all sorts of products come
daily by railway, truck, or mail,
and local mills or factories produce
many. Wooden sidewalks have
given place to cement, and the
deep ditches now have tile drains
in them and are on level with the
walk. One of my babies was once
jolted out of his carriage into the
deep ditch on Bouchette Street
near the Pringle, Stark & Co. store.

In the olden days when a fre
broke out, the bucket brigade got
lively. The hand-engine was a
revealer. When a rough-and-ready
swearer found himself next to the
parson on the handrail, he found
his limitations. The night the Rev.
Mr. Wallace was killed he was in
the river with the bucket brigade
at the mill fre and stepped in the
wrong direction. The bridge was
down and the concourse to his
home had to use the back road. It
will be well for this generation to
learn to pay its taxes cheerfully
and add a few hours to their dayis
labor to earn them.

My last point is icharacterT and
I’m incompetent to judge, because
one must mingle with menin church,
politics, business and socially if he
is to see many sides. But there are
rotten spots that declare themselves,
such as women drinking and having
liquor in their homes for social
refreshment. Women deserting the
steady oversight of home and family,
for the sake of variety, money and
divorce. Mental unbalance of men
and women.
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Original caption: Mrs. Mary Watson Sellar,
widow of the late Robert Sellar, who at 88
years of age wrote the accompanying guest
editorial in the 85" anniversary issue of The
Gleaner on Sept. 15, 1948.

Almost all the early settlers had
initiative, otherwise they would not
have been here. A goodly number
of them were educated; as their
families increased, the push came
for churches and schools. There
was no lack of stone and wood,
but architecture and equipment left
much to be desired and qualifed
teachers and preachers were often
lacking. It was a great day when
the Academy as built. It was high
school for the Valley.

Its maintenance was no joke. One
source of revenue was the annual
soirée, at which with tolerable
regularity the local dancers and
gang from Burke would try to
start a dance and be foiled by the
directors, some from conscientious
scruples, others from fear of
damage to the building & which
still stands frm and strong. For a
good many years the dancers have
won out, and the school dance at
the end of term is recognized as
an honourable performance and
watched by the dignitaries.

Mary Watson Sellar

**k*

Editor’s note: Many thanks to
Karen Douglass Cooper, whose
mother worked as an editor and
correspondent for The Gleaner
in her youth. In 2021, Karen
donated several pieces of archival
documents and photographs to
The Gleaner, including the insert
in which we found this editorial.
We hope to publish more such
material in future editions.
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NEWS AND OPINION

February 1-5, 2022 and January
2022 summary

February has started where January
left off, along with a good dollop of
snow for good measure.

The average temperature for the frst
few days of February was -9.1 degrees
Celsius, and the normal for the month
is -8 C. Given that this average already
includes a couple of days of above-
average temperatures, and the forecast
for the rest of the month is somewhat
below average, February, like January,
is likely to be a cold month.

The snowstorm at the end of last
week brought 5 mm of rain and 26 cm
of snow for total precipitation of 30
mm which, despite all the shoveling
that had to be done, was much-needed
moisture.

Birthday wishes

Happy Birthday

EDNA ELSIE COOKMAN
(Mrs. Arthur F. Hébert /
Mrs. Cecil 1. Jackson)
(née February 14, 1922 - this
picture taken Xmas 2021)

Our Mother will celebrate her
100th birthday, Valentine’s Day,
February 14, 2022.

To mark the occasion, what
we can do during the COVID
pandemic to really make the
occasion as special as it should
be is very limited. She is not
quite up to a party anyway and
there are only so many [owers we
want because of the implications.
She has, however, always loved
to receive mail. She was a letter
writer herself. She has a fantastic
memory. We hope to see a [add
of birthday cards and good
wishes. [ afwhll be the most
overwhelming gi L_To that end,
can we implore you to send your
good wishes to the
following address:

Mrs. Edna Cookman

Room #130
198, rue Chateauguay
Huntingdon, Québec
. Canada JOS1HO _

4

[anklyou, ¥
T Jacquie Stoneberger f
\ |/ &MaryRogers \ |

Chateauguay Valley weather report
by Peter Finlayson, Ormstown weatherman

As a refection of just how cold
itis been, despite the lack of total
precipitation in the last two months,
the snow depth on the ground is now
33 cm. Given that the snow is well-
packed, itis going to stay that way for a
few weeks whether we get more snow

or not, which must surely please the
cross-country skiers and snowmobilers.
January 2022

The average temperature for the
month was -13.6 C, and the normal
is -8.6 C, which made it the seventh-
coldest January in the last 55 years.

The record average temperature, set in
1994, was -16.8 C.

Typical of cold weather, there were
lower-than-normal levels of moisture,
and total precipitation for the month
only reached 47 mm, which is not quite
60 per cent of normal.

Copinon RGN

Housing is a right,
not a consumer good

But how is this right guaranteed?

In the current context, the right
to housing is only guaranteed by
social assistance and the minimum
wage. Unfortunately, these means of
collective protection are no longer
suffcient. The cost of rent is rising at an
exceptional rate. This is being reinforced
by unprecedented increases in the
construction industry, an overheated real
estate market, and speculation.

This does not consider substandard or
unrecorded housing, or even the growing
phenomenon of Trenovictions.T These
problematic issues are fueled by the same

PETER ANDERT:
IN MEMORY

August 22, 1965 - February 2, 2021

A whole year has now passed since you
were so suddenly taken away from us. We
didn’t know you were going, we couldn’t
visit and say what we wanted to say. It has
been so hard without your laughs, your
love, your encouragement, but how lucky
we were to have those bonds of love and
friendship. We carry you and those bonds
with us daily, in our hearts and thoughts,
until we see you again.

“We fix our eyes not on what is seen, but
on what is unseen. For what is seen is
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal’.

2Cor4:18

Love you, Peter, most loyal friend, con [dante,
son, loving partner, and true brother, uncle,
grandpa.

- ’,‘l (S -

Flowers
FLEUR 45 Dlants
FILLE and g| [S]

(450) 264-4844 ~ 131 Chateauguay, H’don

factors as those driving rent increases.

Of course, there are municipal housing
offces, but the waiting lists are long
and the possibilities of development,
especially in rural areas, are almost non-
existent. There isalso the rent supplement
program. But, in the Haut-Saint-Laurent,
very few to no landlords volunteer to
participate, as it is not justifable from a
cost-effectiveness point of view.

In short, without taking anything
away from the role of real estate
entrepreneurs, it seems essential to me
that a larger part of the rental market
should no longer be proft-driven. Non-
proft organizations should take up a
larger space in this market. Initiatives

OBITUARY
STOCKBAUER, June (Donnelly)
At the CHSLD in Huntingdon, Quebec
on Saturday, January 22, 2022. She was 79.
Lovingmother of Christine Foden (David),
Ingrid Stockbauer (Je [rel), Erika Murray
(Robert) and Peter Stockbauer (Rumena).
Sadly missed by her grandchildren O Lcer
Cadet Evan Foden; Ethen, Marlee, and
Lily Goldstein; and Dillan, Collin, and
Codi Murray; Survived by her brothers,
Donald (Audrey), Patrick (Marilyn),
Ronald (Carol), Gerald (Lynne), Peter
(Line) and Lyndon Donnelly and her sister
Ann Salter (Brian). Predeceased by her
parents, Reuben and Margaret (St. Onge)
Donnelly, her brothers Richard (Fern),
and Myles (Audrey) and her hushand
Eugene Stockbauer. She will be dearly
missed by all. Private arrangements have
been entrusted to Rodrigue Montpetit
et Fils Inc., in Huntingdon, Quebec. A
celebration of her life will be held when
COVID-19 restrictions have been li [ed.
Donations in her memory can be made to
the Huntingdon County CHSLD. Online
condolences and tributes may be made at

www.rodriguemontpetit [Iskom.

® Rodrigue Montpetit

et Fils Inc.
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like SOLIDES in Chateauguay, or our
project in Huntingdon, are both inspiring
and hopeful. As you may have seen in
the previous edition of the Gleaner,
our organization, Les Habitations des
Tisserandes, is working on acquiring
a multiplex in order to keep more
residential rental units out of the proft
and/or speculation market.

Such innovative community initiatives
fully deserve the support of the public
and governments if we are to meet this
growing need.

Genevieve Couture
President of Les Habitation
des Tisserandes and
director of Ancre et Ailes

inwermorian B Died B Died

OBITUARY
DUHEME, Mary Ellen (née Crawford)

Passed away, on Tuesday, January 25,
2022, Mrs. Mary Ellen Duheme née
Crawford, aged 79 years. Beloved wife
of Howard Duheme. She leaves to
mourn her daughter Sherry Ann and
her son Rick (Patty), her grandchildren
Mathew (Shelby) and Michael, one great
grandchild William also by many relatives
and friends. Visitations will be held at the
Rodrigue Montpetit & [sIFuneral home,
170 Chateauguay Street, Huntingdon on
Saturday, May 14, from 9:30 to 11 a.m.
followed by the funeral at 11 a.m. at the
chapel of the funeral home. Burial at the
Rodrigue Montpetit et Fils Columbarium.
Online condolences and tributes may be
made at www.rodriguemontpetit [Iskcom.

*® Rodrigue Montpetit

et Fils Inc.

McGerrigle
Funeral Home Inc.

Cremation
Pre-arrangements

Owner: lIse Laliberté
70 Lambton, Ormstown Qc - (450) 829-2214

www.mcgerrigle.com




COMMUNITY

Parc Safari loses
giraffe matriarch

Parc Safari has sadly announced
the passing of Agathe the giraffe,
who was born at the Hemmingford-
based zoo almost 30 years ago. In
a statement posted to Facebook,
Agathe was described as the
iperfect giraffe, always calm,
poised and cooperative.” As the
matriarch of the parkis herd of
giraffes, she took her role very
seriously. She never had babies of
her own, but became an adoptive
mother, helping to raise calves
born at the zoo. At 29 years and
fve months, Agathe had far
exceeded the life expectancy for a
giraffe, which is around 25 years.
Nicknamed Gadou by the zoology
team, she will be remembered
for her insatiable appetite. She
was always the frst to approach
people waving boxes of kibble
from the Afrika Terrace, and she
was always eager for a scratch
on the head. She will long have
a place in the hearts of the Parc
Safari team.(SR)

OBITUARY
KEELER, Winston

Peacefully at the Glengarry Memorial
Hospital on Tuesday, January 25, 2022 at
the age of 98. Beloved husband of the late
Beryl Keeler (nee Rexford). Loving father
of Roy (Frances) and Richard (Monique).
Cherished grandfather of Cory (Erin),
Leigh (Sophie), Lori Lefebvre (Mike),
Tawnya McDonald (Tom) and Denise
MacDonald (Angus), great-grandfather
of 14, and great great-grandfather of 1.
A private celebration of life, officiated
by Rev. Lois Gaudet, will be held in the
chapel of the Munro & Morris Funeral
Homes Ltd., 114 Main Street South,
Alexandria, Ontario (613-525-2772)
followed by cremation. Winston will be
laid to rest at a later date. As expressions
of sympathy, Memorial Donations to the
Barrie Memorial Hospital Foundation,
Ormstown %ebec, or to the charity
of your choice would be appreciated by
the family. As a Memorial to Winston a
tree will be planted in a Memory Woods.
Condolences may be made online at
WWW.Mmunromorris.com.

OBITUARY
SEDGWICK, Eric

Passed away in Huntingdon, Monday,
January 24, 2022, Mr. Eric Sedgwick, aged
91 years son of the late Guy Sedgwick and
the late Marie Ida Alice Tessier . Beloved
husband of Jeannine Quenneville. He
leaves to mourn his children Allan (Gisele
Demers) Joanne (late Guy Clermont),
Dale, Lynn, Donald (Carolyn Kroos) and
David, his grandchildren Jason (VVanessa),
Vicky (Marc), Oakley (Victoria), Nigel
(Carly), Kristen (Phil), Justin (Simone)
Jennifer (Jonathan) and Kristopher (Ema),
his great grandchildren Liam, Sam, Abby,
Tessa, Adrianna, Milan and Melodie, his
sisters Gertie (Keith), Shirley (Larry)
and Carol, brothers-in-law, sisters-in-
law, nephews, nieces, cousins, family and
friends. Predeceased by his brother Fred
(Doreen) and his sister Peggy (Jean-Guy).
Duetothecircumstances, the funeral will be
held at a later date. Donations can be made
in his memory to the Huntingdon County
Hospital Foundation, 198, Chateauguay
Street, Huntingdon, QC, JOS1HO0. Online
condolences and tributes may be made at
www.rodriguemontpetit [Iskcom. Funeral
entrusted to Rodrigue Montpetit et Fils
Inc. 170 Chateauguay St., Huntingdon,
Quebec JOS 1HO, 450-264-5331.

= Rodrigue Montpetit

et Fils Inc.

Funeral Home

Serving Huntingdon and area since 1951

450-264-5331
www.rodriguemontpetitfils.com
Huntingdon ~ Saint-Anicet

OBITUARY
WALLIS, Hugh Parker McDonnell
1929-2022

Peacefully in Ormstown on L[ursday
January 27. Loving father, grandfather
and friend, survived by daughters Cynthia,
Virginia, Barbara, Delia and Joanna and
grandsons Dustin, Maxwell and Sebastian.
Predeceased by his son Richard and his
children’s mother.

A gentle soul who cherished family, friends,
music and “four-leggeds”, he will be missed
by many. [efahd memories of those who
loved him will live on in our hearts. Special
thanks to the warm and caring sta [Caf the
Ormstown Residence, the Barrie Memorial
Hospital, and Dr. John Hortop.

A memorial will be held at a future date.
Donations in his memory can be made to a
charity of your choice.

OBITUARY
WILSON, Henry

Henry Woodrow Wilson of Hinchin-
brooke, aged 78, son of the late Allan Henry
Wilson and the late Agnes P. Rutherford
Wilson. Beloved husband of 51 years of
Sylvia Wilson (née Manson). Survived by
children Stephen, Cindy (Lewis), Daryl,
Janice (Heath) and twin grandsons, Norris
and Nolan. He leaves to mourn his family,
his sisters Sheila (Archie) and Dianne
(Allan), his brother Stanford, as well as
many nephews, nieces, relatives and friends.

e Tamily will receive condolences on
May 7th, 2022 at 10 a.m. at Rennie’s
United Church at 2042 Route 202,
Hinchinbrooke, Quebec followed by
the Funeral at 11 a.m. Burial at Hillside
Cemetery.

Following the Public Health announ-
cement, wearing a mask is mandatory,
while respecting social distancing and
preventive measures. A maximum limit
in line with current Public Health orders
will be applied during the services. e
thank you for your understanding and
cooperation.

Donations can be made to the Rennie’s
United Church or a charity of your choice.

Funeral entrusted to Rodrigue Montpetitet
Fils Inc. 170 Chateauguay St., Huntingdon,
Quebec JOS 1HO, 450-264-5331. Online
condolences and tributes may be made at
www.rodriguemontpetit [Iskcom.

* Rodrigue Montpetit

et Fils Inc.

If you would like a notice
published in The Gleaner, please
contact Chantal at:
pub@the-gleaner.com or
844-450-5055, extension 710
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OBITUARY
STARK, Lilllian (née Carrigan)
1929-2022

Passed away peacefully, at her home in
Herdman, on Saturday, January 22, 2022,
Mrs. Lillian Stark née Carrigan, aged
92 years. Beloved wife of the late Lyall
Stark. She leaves to mourn many nieces,
nephews, and their families, cousins,
brother-in-law  Bill Hutchings, and
friends. Predeceased by her brothers and
sisters John (Mary), Frank (Jessie), Dan
(Doris), Mary (Lester), Eileen (Francis)
and Margaret (Al). She loved life. She
loved nature, cows, cats, birds, animals,
cooking, washing, cleaning, gardening
and cutting her lawn and was never lonely
a day on her farm with her husband. Her
warmest memories were family, friends
and helperssitting around the table for her
famous meals, baked goods, and laughter.
A [erl supper, it was chores, dishes and
o0 [T the pit for a swim a[erla hard day’s
work. Aunt Lil didn't swim but was a
good LIFEGUARD. OUR QUALITY
TIME: Everyone piled in the truck, and
truck bed. She took the time with all her
family, employees, and friends. ey nkver
had their own children, but they treated
everyone of us as their children, good or
naughty! When we got home it was lunch
and a good old game of 500 every night.
She also loved to play bingo in Trout
River! AUNT LIL, as everyone called
her, even if she wasn't your aunt, opened
her doors to everyone! Her favourite time
of the year was celebrating Christmas and
oh, she let everyone know. Her house lit
up the whole neighbourhood, but little
did she realize, she was the BRIGHTEST
“STAR” of them all. Please listen to
YOUTUBE “ONE MORE LIGHT”
(LINKIN PARK). Aunt Lil, you will be
forever in our hearts, and yes, everything
will be alright! Good night, we love you!
XXX 000

A special thank you to Dr. Hebert,
Dr. Gueye, Dr. LaRose, Dr. Jolicoeur,
Charles Lemoyne Hospital, Chateauguay
Hospital, CLSC Chateauguay, Montpetit
& Fils, and to the Barrie Memorial
Hospital. But most of all to my dearest
palliative care family, who visited my home
every day to make sure | was comfortable
and supplied me with everything | needed
to keep me warm and comfortable. CLSC
HUNTINGDON: thank you from the
bottom of my heart! If | have forgotten
anyone along the way, thank you for all you
do! [ehdrial will be held in the spring
at the Huntingdon Protestant Cemetery.
Online condolences and tributes may be
made at www.rodriquemontpetit [Isicom.

Rodrigue Montpetit

et Fils Inc.
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Charles Robert

Courtier immobilier — Real Estate Broker

HERITAGE

514.346.3908
450.264.3908

charles-robert.com

charlesrobert321@gmail.com

ORMSTOWN: NOUVELLE CONSTRUCTION /NEW CONSTRUCTION
DISPONIBLE LE 1ER JUILLET, 2022 / AVAILABLE JULY 1, 2022

ORMSTOWN: 1589 Chemin de la Riviére-aux-Outardes (16 unités/units)
16 unités, avec ACCIES PAR ASCENSEUR / 16 units, with ELEVATOR ACCESS

Magnifiques grands appartements 42 de style condo - 1050
pieds carrés d’'espace de vie - concept ouvert, cuisine avec
grandilot, salle amanger et salon, deux chambres, buanderie
et salle de bain avec double lavabos, baignoire et douche
séparée. Grand patio/balcon privé. Les unités comprennent :
4 échangeur d'air, climatiseur mural avec télécommande,
&+ aspirateur central avec accessoires de base, Internet,

& TV par cable, espace de rangement extérieur et espace
de stationnement.

Installation d’un chargeur de voiture
électrique a votre place
de stationnement
en option.

Optional
installation of
electric car charger
in your parking space

MLS # 28874327

Que vous cherchiez a acheter ou a
vendre, venez me voir pour obtenir le

meilleur service et les meilleurs résultats !

ceevalus

Bureau / O Lcezl
15 rue King, Huntingdon
Whether you are looking to buy or sell,

come see me for the best of service
and results!

Beautiful Large 4% Condo-style apartments — 1050
square feet of living space — open concept, kitchen
with large island, dining and living room, two
bedrooms, laundry room and bathroom with double
sinks, bathtub, and separate shower. Large private
patio/balcony. Units include: air exchanger, wall-
mounted air conditioner with remote, central vacuum
with basic accessories, Internet, cable TV, exterior
storage space and parking space.

PRIX DU LOYER / RENTAL PRICES:

Niveau jardin / Garden level: {ouiiss lomses / elll
1 étage / 1st [oor: {iouiiEs lowses / &l mmiee
2¢ étage / 2nd [oor: (ouies [ewkes / el remied
3 étage / 3rd [o0r: $ 1,350 / mo. L it dlispe. / L walieaweill
4e étage / 4th [0or: $1,400 AL urfiié igpa. /2. vkt aweill

Au service du
Haut-Saint-Laurent
avec distinction !
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Charles Robert
514,346.3903 &

Serving the
Chateauguay \alley
with distinction!




