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War in Ukraine

The Valley is reaching |7
out and ready to help

Sarah Rennie

Like so many people around the
world, Valley residents have been
gripped by the Russian invasion of
Ukraine and the ensuing humani-
tarian crisis as millions have been
forced to fee their homeland for
safety to neighbouring countries
and abroad. Many are searching
for a way to help that goes beyond
donating fnancially to organiza-
tions on the ground in Ukraine.
In the Valley, concerned residents
have begun to organize for the ar-
rival of displaced families looking
to start a new life in Canada or for
a temporary haven before they can
return home to rebuild their devas-
tated country.

LJI Reporter

Godmanchester residents Steph-
anie Maynard and Phil Quinn,
who will soon open their home to
a Ukrainian family, began looking
for ways to help right away. But,
like so many, they were unsure of
where to go or what to do. A fund-
raiser at Quinn Farm in Tle-Perrot
raised over $6,560 in one week, as
people focked to donate “because
they were overwhelmed even with
deciding where to send money and
would rather just give it to us and
let us decide,T says Maynard. She
split the funds between the Red
Cross, Doctors Without Borders,
and the National Bank of Ukraineis
Special Armed Forces Fund.

As Maynard began telling people
she would be hosting a family, she
quickly realized there were others
who were interested in opening
their homes as well. She launched
the Chateauguay Valley pour/for
Ukraine Facebook group, which
quickly grew to include over 125
members, to unite and organize the
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community’s efforts to help. “It’s
only by sharing information that
we can do that,T she says.

The decision to host a family
came naturally to Maynard, who
grew up accustomed to having ex-
tra people in her home as her fam-
ily often hosted exchange students
and interns. She says initially their
initial decision was driven by feel-
ings of sympathy for the people of
Ukraine. “We heard someone on
CBC radio explaining what was
happening, and there was a simpli-
fed sentence that really resonated
with us: éWe all want to do more,
but if our country engages and goes
to war as an ally with Ukraine, we
risk nuclear attacks on our country
fi and so we all stand on the side-
lines watching in horror in order to
protect our own familiesi.T

Maynard says there is also a
deeper signifcance behind her
familyis decision, which stems
from gratitude towards the people
who took in her grandmother as a
child during World War I1. “When
she returned home, her house
had been fattened by a bomb. |
wouldnit be here today if it wasnit
for that family f | feel like we owe
it to them to pass that gesture for-
ward,T she says.

Connecting with refugee families

Maynard frst reached out to
several Ukrainian families living
in Montreal who had thanked the
Quinns following the fundraiser.
“They were great in directing me
to resources in Montreal and inter-
nationally where I could list what
we had to offer,T she explains.
From there, she registered as a po-
tential host family on the interna-
tional website ukrainetakeshelter.
com, and within a matter of days

SPRING CLEANING SIMPLIFIED: Stihl’'s coId-water pressure washers are ergonomlc con nlent and easytoo

péople of Ukrame
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The Ukrainian flag was raised to the sound of the besieged country’s national anthem
during a brief but poignant ceremony outside the Ormstown town hall on Thursday. Mayor
Christine McAleer thanked the nearly 40 residents who attended the event as a show of
solidarity with the people of Ukraine. “I think democracy is at stake here,” says McAleer,
who insists the flag will continue to fly “as long it needs to.” The mayor admits she feels
helpless considering the devastating situation in Ukraine, and knows she is not alone in
wanting to help. “The fact people are being mobilized suggests there is a strong interest
in the community,” she says. She promises to launch a coordination centre at the town
hall for any area people who wish to give time and energy to ensure the region is ready to

welcome any displaced people from Ukraine.

she began receiving messages
from families looking to come to
Canada.

Since announcing her decision

to host, other locals have come
forward with offers to welcome

displaced families, and Maynard

says she is committed to helping

connect Ukrainian families with

Valley hosts. She says some of the

people with whom she has been
in contact are still trying to secure

safe passage from their cities to

apply for visas, while others are

waiting on visas in neighbouring

Poland and Romania. Many have

young children.

The Canadian government has
established a “temporary residence
pathwayT for Ukrainians seeking

a safe haven in Canada, which
will allow them to remain for up
to three years as temporary resi-
dents. Children can register for and
start school as soon as they arrive,
and a Jobs for Ukraine website
for employers looking to support
Ukrainians with offers of em-
ployment has also been launched.
Potential host families can direct
refugees with whom they are al-
ready in contact to the government
portal specifc to Ukraine, which is
available through the immigration
and citizenship department web-
site (canada.ca/en/services/immi-
gration-citizenship.html) to ensure
those arriving have proper screen-
ing and documentation.

See UKRAINE, page 2

If you enjoyed this copy of The Gleaner and
are not yet a subscriber, why not become one?
Sign up online at www.the-gleaner.com or
using the handy subscription form on page 9!

51497 " 15157
Retail price: $2.61 CDN + tax

rate



“This and That in Ton RGO O

Parent information session

The Abracadabra Child Care Center
is hosting a parent information session
on language stimulation. The workshop,
whichwill be led by aspeech therapist, will
discuss the expected stages of language
development and communication for
children ages 0-5 and other related topics.
It will be held on Tuesday, April 26, from
7 to 8:30 p.m. at 47 Bridge Street in
Ormstown. The session is being offered
in person and over Zoom, and attendees
can specify which they prefer when they
make a reservation. To reserve, please call
Catherine Villeneuve at 450-829-3782.

Ormstown compost survey

The municipality of Ormstown is
currently running asurvey for all residents
on how it should implement a composting
service. The survey is available on the
Ormstown Community Facebook page.

Soccer registration

Registration is open for childrenis
soccer in Franklin and in Ormstown. In
Franklin, there are teams for children ages
2-12. Registration costs $130 for residents
and non-residents; shirts are included.
For more information, visit www.7sports.
info/soccerfranklin. Registration for the
summer season for both the house league
and travelling teams in Ormstown is also
now possible. Registration will take place

INSURANCE & FINANCIAL SERVICES
Farm, Residential, Auto/Recreational Vehicles, Travel

1710 Chateauguay, Huntingdon 450.264.6166

via the soccerormstown.com website,
while any questions can be addressed to
administration@soccerormstown.com.

CVR Educational Foundation
annual campaign

The CVR Educational Foundation
raises funds annually for the beneft of the
graduating class of Chateauguay Valley
Regional High School. The donations
received are used to fund academic
excellence scholarships and prizes for all
subjects. Since 1985, the CVR Educational
Foundation has been awarding deserving
graduating students by helping to ease
the fnancial burden of post-secondary
studies, as well as encouraging academic
success and dedication. Visit the website,
cvredfoundation.com, or send an email
to cvredfoundation@gmail.com if you
would like to make a donation or for
more information.

Presentation with journalist Alain
Saulnier

The former director of information
at Radio Canada, and professor of
journalism at the Université de Montréal,
Alain  Saulnier, will be hosting a
presentation on his latest published essay
at La Factrie in Valleyfeld. The essay
is a call for resistance to the aggression
of Google, Amazon, Facebook, Apple,
Microsoft, and other empires of the
digital world. This conference will be
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held at 17 Rue du Marché in Salaberry-
de-Valleyfeld at 7 p.m. on Wednesday,
March 30. Food and beverages will be
available before the event beginning at
5.30 p.m. For more information, contact
Pierre LaGrenade at 450-377-9477.

Heritage Treasures Museum hours

The Heritage Treasures Museum in
Howick will be opening its doors to the
public for limited hours. At the moment
it is open Tuesday afternoons from 1:30
until 3:30 p.m. for the months of March
and April.

Grief support group

Les Aidants Naturels du Haut-Saint-
Laurent will hold a series of weekly
workshops as part of a grief support group
from April 5 to June 26. The workshops
will provide participants with different tools
and strategies to help move through the
different stages of grief. Offered over the
Zoom communications platform, the two-
hour sessions will take place on Tuesdays,
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. To register for
the support group, email dneumann@
aidantsnaturelshsl.com by March 25.

UKRAINE from page 1

Maynard says some of the ques-
tions asked by Ukranian families re-
volve around schooling and childcare,
employment, possible costs associ-
ated with host family arrangements,
and whether there is any possibility
of help to cover transport expenses.
Many are leaving behind businesses
and homes and will need support. In
speaking with the family who will
eventually arrive in Godmanchester,
Maynard says the conversation that
has struck her the most was when she
asked how best to set up rooms for the
parents and their children. “Their an-
swer was: it really doesnit matter, no
one will be shooting at us.T

Groups and organizations
mobilizing to help

Local families are not alone in
wanting to welcome Ukrainians
to the Valley. Several community
groups and organizations are also
working to organize as much as pos-
sible in anticipation of the arrival of
refugees.

A welcoming committee spear-
headed by the federal MP for
Chateauguay-Lacolle, Brenda
Shanahan, and Annik Hall, the direc-
tor of the Centre diAction Bénévole,
has been formed to bring together
over 25 different partner organiza-
tions to coordinate regional efforts.

More broadly, the
Canadian  Congress

Ukrainian
(UCC) in
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Montreal is accepting donations and
recruiting volunteers to help with
everything from picking families up
at the airport, to helping with trans-
lation and French and English tutor-
ing. Potential host families may also
register through the uccmontreal.
ca website to offer shelter as well
as emotional and integration sup-
port. Locally, the municipality of
Ormstown is coordinating volunteer
initiatives in support of families ar-
riving in the area.

Maynard suggests it will take some
time for those who want to stay per-
manently to “get their feet under
them.T There is an immediate need
for host families and funds to help
newcomers with their arrival, and for
those who do stay, there will be an
eventual need for household items,
appliances, and furniture. The com-
munity will also need to rally behind
those welcoming displaced families.

“We need to be willing to adjust our
life for a little while even if it is an
inconvenience,” says Maynard. “We
still have our house, our kids still go
to school with their friends, we are
safe. That will be our daily mantra
to remind us why we are doing this
for them,T she adds, suggesting she
sees only possibilities for the families
who will come here.

For more information about local
efforts to welcome Ukrainian fami-
lies to the area, join the open group
Chateauguay Valley pour/for Ukraine
on Facebook.

Les Aidants Naturels
du Haut Saint-Laurent




NEWS

COVID is still present
despite steady decrease
In local cases

I Sarah Rennie

LJI Reporter

The suspected increase in local
cases following March break did
not materialize, as case numbers

in the area have continued to fall
throughout the month.

“We are not seeing an impact,”
confrms New Frontiers School
Board (NFSB) director general
Rob Buttars, referring to both the
potential effect of the spring vaca-
tion and the removal of mask man-
dates for students while seated in
class. “It is solid right now; but, of
course, we are keeping an eye on
the situation,” he says. “There are
still cases, but we are able to stay on
top of it.T

The NFSB is continuing to report
declared case numbers to the gov-
ernment, and it has maintained its
commitment to parents about open
communication  within  schools
when cases develop. As of March
17, the board-wide absenteeism rate
was three per cent, where 1.8 per
cent of students registered as ab-
sent were in isolation due to contact
with a positive case, while 1.2 per
cent were absent due to a declared
case of COVID-19. There were sev-
en staff members absent due to iso-
lation protocols, and an additional
six who had tested positive.

According to Buttars, there have
not been any complaints about the
removal of the mask mandates in
schools, and there has been no in-
dication from the government that
remaining mask regulations will
be lifted before mid-April. “We are
still a little bit leery, T he admits,
suggesting he does not want to see
measures lifted too quickly, as a re-
turn to the previous rules would be
very diffcult to enforce.

State of emergency ended

A Dbill
Minister

introduced by Health
Christian Dubé on

March 16 ended the state of emer-
gency declared by the province
on March 13, 2020. The legisla-
tion will allow the government to
temporarily maintain certain op-
erational powers, but these will
not affect the planned removal of
mask measures in public places
by mid-April. Dubé cautioned,
however, that the pandemic was
not over. He acknowledged talk
of a sixth wave that is swelling
throughout China and Europe
and referred to the 6,000 health
care workers still absent from the
system due to COVID.

The virus continues to circulate
locally, with at least 31 individu-
als having tested positive in the 24
hours preceding March 21 in the
Haut-Saint-Laurent local health
network (LHN). At least 99 cases
were reported in the Suroit LHN,
as well as an additional 225 in the
Vaudreuil-Soulanges LHN, and
229 in the Jardins-Roussillon LHN.
These fgures are an underrepresen-
tation of the virusi actual spread, as
they refect only those cases report-
ed by the government.

A walk-in vaccination clinic
will take place on March 29 at the
Hemmingford Recreation Centre
from 1 to 7 p.m. A mobile clinic
will also be held at the Huntingdon
Legion on March 29 and 30, from
lto7p.m.
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A Franklin farm worker’s iliness brings

the dangers of pesticide use to light

Holly Dressel

I LJI Reporter

There is a new offcial health
danger and fnancial liability for
farmers using certain pesticides and
herbicides.

The Tribunal administratif du
travail (TAT), the board that rules on
labour law disputes in Quebec, has
offcially linked certain pesticides
and herbicides to non-Hodgkin
lymphoma, atreatable but potentially
lethal blood cancer. This means that
employers, especially if they arenit
diligent about regulations, could be
held responsible for the expenses of
employees who fall victim to this
disease.

This link is the frst to be made in
Canada, and it happened because of
the case of Armando Lazo Bautista,
who worked on the Vergers Ivanhoé
Faille apple and blueberry farm in
Franklin. It follows on the heels
of the TATis recognition of the
connection between pesticide use
and Parkinsonis disease in 2019,
and it makes Quebec the second
jurisdiction  worldwide  (after
France) to make this danger offcial.

It means that people who use
certain chemicals on Quebec farms
and who afterwards develop these
diseases can apply for workmanis
compensation. Unfortunately, this
fnancial help from the workman’s
compensation commission
(CNESST) does not include
farmer-owners or employers who
are not paying into the system for
themselves.

On the one hand, this ruling
should make farmers  with
employees become more stringent
about following the often diffcult
and time-consuming guidelines

surrounding the use of chemicals like
Roundup (glyphosate), Gramoxone
(paraquat), or Manzate (mancozeb).
It should also perhaps inspire them
to look for alternatives.

The three products named above
are typical examples of chemicals

450.829.3001
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commonly used by conventional
apple and blueberry producers in
the Valley. Glyphosate is linked to
non-Hodgkin lymphoma, as well as
to the frightening collapse of many
insect populations like butterfies
and crickets because it destroys or
poisons their food sources. Several
farmers told The Gleaner they
thought paraquat was banned: itis
not. Canadaand the U.S. are two rare
countries who continue to allow the
use of this dangerous herbicide that
requires a full respirator to apply as
it can destroy the lungs on contact.

In a press release published on
biologicaldiversity.org,  paraquat
is also linked to Parkinsonis
disease and is listed as one of the
most “acutely lethal” agricultural
chemicals in the world. As for the
fungicide mancozeb, the material
safety data sheet for the product lists
it as “extremely toxic to the marine
environment” — and to benefcial
insects, like the bees that pollinate
the apple trees upon which it is used.

The proven dangers of chemicals
that can destroy insects and all green
plants lie behind the decisions of
many farmers in the region to go
organic. While pointing out that a
change to organic methods is much
easier for smaller producers than
larger ones (who might be obliged
to change all their machinery as
well), organic grower lan Ward of
Les Jardins Glenelm says, “The frst
year of farming we had a six-month-
old when our radishes came up; he
pulled one and took a bite. I think
it was the frst solid food he ever
ate. | thought, éBoy, am | glad weire
organic.i No worries about pesticide
contamination.T

The real reason for concern, as
pointed out in the TAT decision, is
the fact that although these products
are licensed for use here, “There is
not much verifcation being done
by Health Canada,T says Ward. He
adds that as far as he knows, “They
donit check to see if theyire being
used properly, largely because it
would cost enormous amounts of
resources to do that.T

Several previous cases like the
one in Franklin failed to come down
in favour of the worker. However,
the author of the article in the UPAis
La Terre de Chez Nous, Caroline
Moreau, says, “Without making a

direct link between the pesticides
and Armando Lazo Bautista’s
medical condition, the court does
not rule out a possible correlation
between the two, and considers that
the worker did not have suffcient
protection while working on the
farm, although his employer pleaded
the contrary.T

The MAPAQ sent The Gleaner
a list of the many courses, rules,
and guidelines it recommends to
fruit growers. It also mentions the
45-hour course that is required for
farmers to be certifed and able to
buy these potentially dangerous
materials. However, science keeps
identifying more dangers in the use
of these chemicals.

This is echoed by the MAPAQ
agronomist at the centre of a
scandal in 2019 that cost the then
Quebec minister of agriculture his
job. Louis Robert blew the whistle
on the connection between many
agronomistsi advice to their clients
and their closeness to the chemical
companies making the pesticides.
He was fred when scandal ensued,
but was reinstated due to the
provinceis 2017  whistleblower
protection act. He remains one of
the few agronomists today who will
discuss such issues publicly.

Robert echoes Wardis point, and
adds, “Responsibility for change
should go up the whole line, from
the chemical industry and the
agronomists and sellers to the
farmers.T Canada in general uses
an industry-controlled approach, in
which “The company developing
a pesticide itself decides on these
instructions and precautions. The
agronomists donit want to carry
any needless risks themselves, so
they will refer the farmers to these
instructions.T Studying these is
time-consuming, and “If a farmer
feels his crop really has to be
treated today because of weather
or whatever, heis going to rush
and spray fi possibly against the
instructions on the labels.T

Held to account
“We will see more and more

of these cases,1 Robert says fi
cases where farmers are held to
account for poor use. As for the
responsibility of the agronomists,

“This decision might make them
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more cautious. Between the private
agronomist and the farmer, there
is a trust and confdence, almost a
complicity. Most agronomists canit
afford to lose clients, so | think they
tend to adopt the point of view of
their clients.T

Many farmers are trying to
reduce chemical use; Ward says
that when big operations manage to
even slightly lower their chemical
footprints, for example by using

milder products or planting
windbreaks,  “The  ecosystem
advantages that provides are

amazing. The government doesn’t
care much what small farms are
doing; theyire trying to target the
big farms that are doing much
less, because they have such a big
effect even with small changes.T
He adds, “There’s huge potential
for improvements in both organic
and conventional crop production if
we all row in the same direction. |
know a lot of conventional farmers
doing really good work!T

But there are those for whom the
incentive for change would have
to come through the regulators.
Ivanhoé Faille says, “As long as it’s
legal, 1 will do the same thing live
always done, that my fatheris done.T

A wake-up call

Robert, who has worked as an
agronomist for 40 years, notes that
“Some farmers are fully aware;
some act like it’s still the Ffties.
The more they follow the advice of
company reps, the more dangerous
their usage can be.T He explains that
many only “have an agronomist on
paper,T and, once they have their
training, rely on their retailer for
advice fi a retailer who buys and
sells according to the advice of
company representatives.

Robert agrees that the decision
by the TAT is a positive step in the
direction of a defnitive response by
provincial regulators to the dangers
of some agricultural chemicals.
However, he says that “The most
important impact on [both farmers
and] agronomists will come from
the general public. This is a wake-
up call for everybody: farmers,
agronomists, and the general
public. The message is: the risks of
pesticide use are true and genuine,
so we have to be very, very careful.T

Annual Meeting

W Wednesday, Mar. 30,2022, 2 pm. [fLf
. McDougall Hall, Ormstown
Directors please come for 1:30
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Opinion

Support for Ukraine
IS a community affair

This week, Ormstownis municipal
Tag was taken down so the yellow and
blue fag of Ukraine could be raised in
its place. This is just one in a long list
of actions taken by locals to show their
support for the people of Ukraine. As
the heart-wrenching stories continue
to Fll our screens — scenes showing the
desperate plight of Ukrainians as they
Tee cities devastated by the Russian
invasion — it is all we can do to organize
and prepare for the likely arrival of
displaced people in the Valley.

The war has been top-of-mind in
several municipalities in recent days.
Ormstown has launched a coordination
centre from its town hall to organize
volunteer efforts, while the Town of
Huntingdon offcially condemned the
actions of the Russian government in
a resolution passed during its regular
council meeting on March 7. While
encouraging the Canadian government
to do everything in its power to force
Russia to abandon its assault, the Town
also moved to invite its citizens to
participate in local efforts to support
the people of Ukraine. It also confrms
it will contribute to the collective
humanitarian response by welcoming
those who would take refuge in

Huntingdon from the war. Some might
question the value in making such a
declaration, or in the raising of a fag,
but the symbolism speaks volumes
about a community coming together to
help however it can.

Such displays of support have been
celebrated but also challenged in
recent days, by reminders that similar
waves of solidarity are rare, and
welcome mats are not always rolled
out when confict erupts around the
globe. Numerous articles and reports
have accused Western media outlets
of racist coverage, bringing to light
the uncomfortable feelings we may
be experiencing given how differently
other populations feeing violence in
war-torn countries have been treated in
comparison.

That being said, the Ukrainian
population is undeniably in need of
asylum, and local efforts are without
a doubt unwaveringly genuine. The
organization and preparation that takes
place now will be critically important in
supporting those who come. The Valley
community will, no doubt, rally around
new residents and the generous families
who host them.

Sarah Rennie

From the Gleaner archives \\

150 years ago

Thursday, March 28, 1872

Notice

Notice is hereby given that

application will be made to the
Parliament of the Dominion of Canada,
at the next sitting thereof, for an Act to
incorporate a Company with power to
construct a railroad from some point
on the southwestern frontier of the
County of Huntingdon, Province of
Quebec, to some point on the Montreal
and Champlain railroad, or to the south
end of the Victoria Bridge.

125 years ago
March 25, 1897
Howick

A meeting of those interested in the
private telephone line in this village

was called by Mr. Pare, to negotiate
for the purchase or lease of the poles,
wire, and boxes. A representative of
the Bell Telephone Company was
also present, and the merits of the
rival lines were duly set forth. The
Bell company offered to connect
with Montreal and other places for
a bonus of $200. The Pare [group]
has no means of crossing the Saint-
Lawrence at present. The disposal of
the village telephone property was left
in abeyance, as the amount offered by
Mr. Pare was considered much too
low. Mr. Pare represented that the
boxes now placed here were of no
use, whilst the Bell agent maintained
that they could be easily adapted for
use. Mr. Pare intends to build the line
from Ormstown to Howick at once.

\ NO BIQDIEST

\ GO AWAY,
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100 years ago
March 30, 1922
St. Martine

Last Wednesday between eleven
and twelve oiclock, two men entered
the church at Saint-Urbain Premier
and tried to break open the [collection]
box, buta girl in the vestry room heard
the noise and went to investigate what
was going on O Seeing the masked
men, she was afraid, and tried to
escape through the hall when she
was caught by the thieves. They tied
her hands and feet, gagged her, and
left her there on the foor where she
was discovered after dinner by Paul
St. Marie who happened to go to the
church. It is a mysterious thing how
the two men disappeared without
being seen in the village. The priest
was absent that day.

75 years ago
Wednesday, March 26, 1947
Eight-day-old baby has a tooth

At least one baby born at the
Huntingdon County Hospital will not
continue to give a toothless grin, for
at the age of eight days the child had a
tooth. The baby is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Paul Aubin, of Huntingdon, and
he was born at the County Hospital on
March 13. It is rather unusual for babies
of this age to have even one tooth;
therefore, Baby Aubin is in the news.

50 years ago
Wednesday, March 29, 1972
Chateauguay Valley teachers united

Itis well known that local French
and English Catholic teachers
belonging to C.E.Q. have solidly
supported the common front call
for a strike mandate. An emergency
meeting of the Chateauguay
Valley  Teachers  Association,
representing  English  teachers
in  Chateauguay, = Ormstown,
Valleyfeld, Beauharnois,
Huntingdon, and surrounding area,
voted by an overwhelming 92 per
cent to give their executive a strike
mandate. This vote in favour of a
strike action clearly shows that the
French and English teachers are
in accord in their dissatisfaction
with the most recent government
offers. Teachers say they fully
realize the dismay of local
parents at the prospect of strikes
in schools; however, who but the
government would offer workers
longer workdays, declassifcation
and frozen salaries, higher costs
for pension plan, removal of
sick-leave benefts, and then
react as if teachersi demands
are unreasonable? This situation
cannot continue much longer in
our schools without disastrous
results.
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NEWS

MNA'’s satellite of Lcé opens at Godmanchester town hall

I Sarah Rennie

Huntingdon MNA Claire IsaBelle
inaugurated a new satellite offce at
the Godmanchester town hall during
a small ceremony on March 10.

The event was attended by

the mayor of Godmanchester,
Pierre Poirier, MRC du Haut-
Saint-Laurent prefect and

mayor of Sainte-Barbe, Louise
Lebrun, and Ormstown mayor
Christine McAleer, as well as
several municipal councillors and
members of the administration.

IsaBelle explained that from the
start of her mandate, she decided
to rotate her two satellite offces
between different municipalities
each year in order to be closer to
citizens in her conscription, while
improving accessibility to her
staff and increasing their presence
throughout the wvast territory.
Along with her new offce in
Godmanchester, IsaBelle has
opened a new location in Saint-
Michel for 2022.

“It is not easy to choose between
the 28 municipalities in our

territory, but we go with what
might best respond to the needs
of our communities,T Isabelle
said, noting they take distance
into consideration in making the
decisions as well. She thanked
Mayor Poirier and his team for
the warm welcome and invited
people to make appointments on
Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
when a member of her team will be
available to meet with citizens.

“l am so happy, and the council
is so proud to be able to offer this
service at the town hall,T said
Poirier, who thanked the MNA in
turn for her dedication to being
present within the territory.

Surprise tribute

Before ceremoniously cutting the
ribbon to open her offce, IsaBelle
awarded the director general of the
municipality, Elaine Duhéme, with
the Medal of the National Assembly.
Duhéme began her career on May
10, 1982, when she was hired for a
replacement position. She will cele-
brate her 40th year of service to the
municipality this spring.

“Since the beginning of my man-
date, my team and | have made it

PHOTO Sarah Rennie

Huntingdon MNA Claire IsaBelle inaugurated her latest satellite office at the Godmanchester
town hall on March 10. During the ceremony, she presented the municipality’s long-time
director general, Elaine Duhéme, with the Medal of the National Assembly.

our duty to identify citizens, busi-
nesses, organizations, and schools
throughout the county who stand
out through their actions, accom-
plishments, involvement or ded-
ication and who deserve to be
recognized for their special contri-
bution to the life of their commu-
nity,T said IsaBelle, in presenting
Duhéme with the medal.

ANNUAL INFORMATION DAY 2022

Understanding leads to solutions for the future
Presented by Gérard Maheu Inc. and Dundee Feeds

LES MEUNERIESGERARDMAHEU - ‘

FEED MILLS

Come and join us!

When: Tuesday, March 29, 2022
from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Where: Les Vergers Ivanhoé Faille
2232 montée Brooks, Franklin, Quebec JOS 1EO

There will be a free lunch served (sugar shack style)
and many prizes to be won!

450=37747=1420

Visibly moved, Duheme accept-
ed the medal while thanking the
deputy for the recognition.

Citizens interested in meeting
with IsaBelle and her team may
book an appointment by calling
1-866-540-9097. The MNAIs
permanent offce, located in
Sainte-Martine, is open during the
week from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

289 rang 5, St-Louis de Gonzague, QC JOS 1TO = 450-377-1420
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Purses pack encouragement and dignity

Rachel Patenaude

To  commemorate  Womenis
History Month, Lori Belair-Boyle of
Ormstown organized a purse drive.
Named Everything but the Kitchen
Sink fianod to her partneris jokes about
her carrying everything but the kitchen
sink in her purse fi the initiativeis goal
was to donate 100 purses flled with
goods to womenis shelters around the
Montérégie. Belair-Boyle achieved
this and then some, surpassing her
goal well before the end of the month.

LJI Reporter

The idea for the project came to
Belair-Boyle because she wanted to
get back to being involved with the
community. “During the pandemic
we werenit able to do very much with
regards to helping people; we felt very
isolated,” she says. “I just felt like
there was something local we could
be doing, and | know that March is
Womenis History Month, so | felt like
this is something we could do very
easily.T She launched the campaign
by creating a list of items people could
stock purses with, from makeup and

PHOTO Courtesy of Lori Belair-Boyle

Lori Belair-Boyle with a pile of full purses collected for her Everything but the Kitchen Sink
campaign. The stocked purses will be donated to regional women’s shelters.

other beauty supplies to practical items
like period products and notebooks.

2020 saw a substantial increase in
violence against women in Quebec,
and it rose even higher in 2021. For this
reason, the network of shelters across
the province provides an important
service. More thanfour Canadian
women in 10 have experienced some

form of intimate partner violence
(IPV) in their lifetimes, according
to Statistics Canada. Rates of IPV
experienced by rural women are 75 per
cent higher than urban women. And in
2020, one in fve women murdered
was First Nation, Métis, or Inuit.

Violence against women has been
dubbed the “pandemic within the

for victims of violence in Monterégie

pandemict in Quebec, and while the
government has increased funding to
the network of shelters, community aid
and involvement is a key component
to helping women escape IPV.

Belair-Boyle realizes that a purse
may seem like asmall contribution, but
she also sees the value in giving things
that arenit just the bare necessities.
“This is the perfect example of how
we can do something, and we can have
a positive impact, and we can uplift
someone who might be struggling,
and do it in a dignifed way,” she says.
She hopes other people will also think
outside the box when contributing to
their communities.

The purse campaign will be running
until March 31, and those who want
to contribute can contact Belair-Boyle
at Sullyl@ymail.com to arrange
a pickup, to drop off items, or to
donate funds towards the project.
“l encourage people to think about
creating community and creating
outreach where it is about helping
our neighbours,” she says, “and what
a wonderful way to get to know our
neighbours.T

Dairy I\/Ieeting: Presented by Gérard Maheu Inc.

. e e —————— W ——

(221 rue Centrale, Saint-Stanislas-de-Kostka)

THE NEW CHALLENGE:
“Feed costs are soaring, what do | do?”

French session:
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

: , _ ni Lunch will be served at noon i
e Understand your analysis and increase your profit
® The solutions are closer than you think!

* | need more milk: what are my choices?

e Additives, are they an effective solution?

English session:
1p.m.to 3 p.m.

@ LES MEUNERIES GERARD MA HE . .‘J‘
M [ 2
~ trouw nutritior ="

Jakob Vogel of ShurGain will answer the question:

“Rising inputs ... now what ?” SEMICAN

Reserve your place before March 30, 2022: 450-377-1420
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Huntingdon Friperie relocates to Sainte-Barbe

Callan Forrester

I LJI Reporter

In the fall of 2021, the Town
of Huntingdon announced it
would be evicting the Friperie
Communautaire Huntingdon as
of March 31. The thrift store
has been a staple resource in the
municipality for over a decade,
and the townis position came as
quite a surprise to many. With the
end of the month fast approaching,
the team behind the Friperie is
busy organizing the move to a new
home in Sainte-Barbe.

The decision to relocate to
Sainte-Barbe makes sense, as the
Friperie was already planning
to move its head offce to that
municipality following the results
of a feasibility study fnanced by
the Fonds des régions et ruralités of
the MRC du Haut-Saint-Laurent.
Guylaine Joannette, the director
general of the Friperie, suggests,
however, that the move away from
Huntingdon may not be permanent.
“We continue our search, because it
was never the intent of the Friperie
organization to leave Huntingdon,
as the population greatly needs our
services.T

Joannette says a meeting took
place with the Town of Huntingdon
at the end of February, during
which the Friperie team was asked
to submit a list of preferences for a
new location. A list was submitted,
but as of March 17, no attempt had
been made on the part of the town
to follow up on the initial meeting.

The move to Sainte-Barbe is
going very well, despite being an
overwhelming and *“demanding”

THE SWEETEST SEASON

OF THE YEAR IS HERE!

R <

outi

and Restaurant

Open Saturdays and
Sundays until April 17t

VERGERS

1421 Route 202

5]@1% Franklin Centre

ORCHARDS 450.827.2677
www.vergersblair.com
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PHOTO Friperie Communautaire Huntingdon

The Friperie Communautaire Huntingdon thrift store is now located in Sainte-Barbe.

task. Joannette says she can
“count on a creative, determined,
and incredible team, as well as
dedicated volunteers, generous
with their time and concerned
about not seeing this service
disappear from the region.T She is
also very thankful for the help that
has been offered to date with this
move.

Unfortunately, there is not
enough space at the new location
for everything currently being
stored at the old location. The
overstock will be stored in a rented
53-foot trailer that a citizen has
graciously agreed to park on his
property for the time being.

The Friperie is still in need of
some help from citizens. “We
believe we will need volunteers

OPEN from
March 19
to April 18,
Saturdays

-LES VERGERS-

HILLSPRING andSundays

Traditional sugar shack buffet
Reserve online or by calling
450-827-2565

to Fll the trailer on March 30 and
31. With a small team, fatigue
is starting to set in, T Joannette
acknowledges, while noting some
employees and volunteers will
already be stationed at the new
thrift store.

A GoFundMe campaign has also
been launched to help cover the
moving fees. After two years of
pandemic, the Friperie’s fnancial
resources have decreased, and it
is currently running at a defcit
for the frst quarter of 2022. “The
GoFundMe will be able to help
us cover the costs of moving our
headquarters and any related
expenses (trailer, storage space
or moving expenses). The loss of
our headquarters in Huntingdon,
where we are over 77 per cent self-
funded, is having a big impact right
now. A small donation can make a
difference,T says Joannette.

A regional initiative

Besides the current move, the

Friperie is also involved with a
new awareness campaign called
En Bon Etat. “We participated in
writing and submitting the project
in collaboration with Entraide
Mercier, as well as fve other thrift
stores in the territory,T explains
Joannette. The overall goal of this
initiative is to spread awareness
about the quality of the donations
people make to local thrift stores.
“The issue of unusable donations,
which often exceed 30 per cent,
is costly for our NPOs. With this
campaign, we want to make people
aware of the need to ask themselves
the right questions before giving to
a thrift store.T More details about
this campaign can be found at
friperieenbonetat.com.

The Annual General Meeting
for the Friperie will take place
on March 29. “We will be
announcing the changes that we
have been working on for over a
year,T explains Joannette, while
acknowledging the “situation
has forced us to move a little
faster than we had estimated. We
are using this time to tie it all
together,T she says, adding that
their goal is to double down so
they have time to celebrate their
twelfth anniversary, which has
been postponed since February
because of how busy they have
been. A new name for the Friperie
will also be voted upon during the
AGM which will take place at 1
p.m.

The Friperie opened at its new
address at 452 Chemin de liEglise
in Sainte-Barbe on March 22. The
thrift store is open from Tuesday
to Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For more news, follow the Friperie
on Facebook. Those who can
donate some time in the coming
days to help the community
organization with its move can
call 450-377-1695.
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s a photo of your pet’s best pose!

April 11is National Pet Day and we're celebrating with
The Gleaneris Second Annual Pet Photo Contest. To enter,
submit your photo and information via https://bit.ly/3Cq2QWT
no later than 11:59 ET on Sunday, March 27, 2022.

THREE WINNERS WILL BE SELECTED BY A PANEL OF JUDGES.

15T PLACE = $25 gift certif cate* 2° PLACE = $15 gift certif cate*
3R PLACE = $10 gift certif cate*

* Valid at the participating pet-related advertiser of your choice.

The winning photos, and other favourites, will be published in our April 6 print edition and
featured in a slideshow on our social media on April 11.
For full contest rules, visit www.the-gleaner.com/contests.
For more info, contact Lorelei at promotion@the-gleaner.com or 1-844-450-5055 (712).
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Sarah Rennie

LJI Reporter

There is ever-rising concern over
the disappearance of affordable
housing in the Haut-Saint-Laurent,
and infation, combined with sharp
increases to the cost of living,
compounds the issue. The good news
is that the community is stepping up
to combat skyrocketing rents with
grass roots resilience.

In January, the Huntingdon-based
non-proft housing organization,
Les Habitations des Tisserandes,
and the Comité diaccessibilité
aux ressources en logements
(C.AR.L.) joined forces to launch
a crowdfunding campaign. The
goal was to collectively fnance the
purchase of buildings through the
sale of community bonds. As of the
initial March 15 deadline, well over
half the $125,000 goal had been

Affordable housing: locals invest via community bonds

raised. A decision was then made to
extend the participation deadline to
April 15.

“We are satisfed with the
amount,T says Rémi Pelletier, the
director of the CDC du Haut-Saint-
Laurent, who plays a supporting
role in the project as a member
of the C.A.R.L. committee. “We
were hoping for more, but we are
confdent that we will be able to
fnd other partners.”

A four per cent interest rate over
a seven-year initial term has been
introduced to encourage more
investors to participate. “This will
give people a little something extra
for the last month of the campaign,T
says Valerie Taillefer, the director
general of the Association pour
la défense des droits sociaux
(A.D.D.S.), who also sits on the
C.A.R.L. committee.

Community groups have also

been rallying behind the initiative.
The CDC du Haut-Saint-Laurent,
Reésidence-Elle, A.D.D.S., and the
Huntingdon Learning Centre have
all purchased bonds, while other
local organizations have committed
to support the project.

“Affordable housing IS
increasingly diffcult to £nd for our
students,T says Renée Guernon, the
director of the Huntingdon Learning
Centre. “It seemed quite ftting to
us that the Centre should participate
in this project,T she adds, noting it
amounts to a zero-cost contribution
in the long term.

Pelletier highlights that the
response on the part of the private
sector has been quite positive, which
serves to demonstrate how tightly
woven and supportive the Haut-
Saint-Laurent business community
iIs when it comes to facing local
challenges. The Gosselin family of

Assurances Gosselin has already
confrmed their participation, while
others, such as accountant Fouad
Raji, are excited by the possibilities
presented by the initiative. “I’ve
seen some great projects come to life
this way in Montreal,T says Raji.

For  Hinchinbrooke  resident
Janick Tétreault-Moise, who owns
the Agence Zel communications
frm, the investment opportunity
represented a chance to make a
positive impact. “It’s so inspiring
to see a collective strategy that will
make a difference and truly transform
our community!T she exclaims.

Beyond local businesspeople and
community groups, Taillefer says
they are hoping to see more citizens
become involved in creating lower-
cost housing options in the region.

More information can be found on
the CDC du Haut-Saint-Laurentis
website, cdchsl.org.

CISSSMO report prompts continued health care concerns

Sarah Rennie

LJI Reporter

The Montérégie-West Integrated
Health and Social Services Centre
(CISSSMO) has released a report
detailing the results of public
consultations held as part of the
2023-2033 clinical organization
plan development. More than 1,300
individuals and organizations from
the region participated in one of
four virtual workshops as well as an
online survey. These were conducted
by the Institut du Nouveau Monde
(INM) to gather information about
current health care services and the
future needs of the population.

According to a CISSSMO press
release, the consultation found that
health care expectations mainly
concerned access to mental health
services, primary care Services
and family doctor availability,
and specialized consultation and
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rehabilitation services. Access to
local services was also identifed
as a top priority in the Haut-Saint-
Laurent LHN.

The coordinating committee of the
Save the Mother-Child Centre and
the regional mission of the Suroit
Hospital praised the INM report in a
press release, but says it is dismayed
by what it calls the “editorializing”
of the report by the CISSSMO.

“It was stunning to see how
they had interpreted things,T says
Rémi Pelletier, committee member
and director of the CDC du Haut-
Saint-Laurent. He suggests the
CISSSMOQO’s fndings disregard
the issues of access to womenis
health care services and the realities

facing rural communities. “We
are concerned, T Pelletier says,
acknowledging that while he

believes the community will rally
to ensure such essential services
remain at the Suroit Hospital, he is
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worried by the CISSSMOis failure
to mention these in its fndings.
Work is ongoing to identify gaps
between the current CISSSMO
service offer and the needs

expressed by the population. A
second round of workshops should
take place between now and June,
and a fnalized organization plan is
expected by yearis end.

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC
MRC HAUT-SAINT-LAURENT

MUNICIPALITY OF HINCHINBROOKE

HINCHINBROOKE

PUBLIC NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS
PUBLIC ASSEMBLY OF CONSULTATION CONCERNING THE DRAFT BY-
LAWS # 378-23, #379-7 AND #452
ON APRIL 4, 2022, AT 7:30 PM.

PUBLIC NOTICE IS GIVEN THAT:

1. Following the meeting held on March 7, 2022,
the council of the Municipality of Hinchinbrooke
deposited the following draft by-law;
A) DRAFT BY-LAW 378-23 MODIFYING ZONING
BY-LAW # 378
This by-law aims more particularly:
< To modify the article concerning the accessory
dwelling for the zones: Ra-1to 4 and Rv-1t0 4
e To modify the article conceming the
multigenerational housing for the zones: Aa, Af,
Ar,Hand Id;
= To modify the article concerning the security of
the residential pools;
e To authorized the use of containers under
certain conditions;
< To authorized the dome form for a construction
under certain conditions;
< To modify the article concerning the localisation
of a new construction for the zones: Aa, Af, H and
Rv:
= To add a new article concerning the used of
steel cable to restrict the access to a property;
< To modify the speci [cation grids to:
(a) Authorize restaurant use in the zone H-2
(b) Authorize accessory dwelling in the zone Ra-1
to4andRv-1to 4
(c) Modify the minimum area and length of the
buildings for the zone Rv-3 and 4
(d) Modify the minimum land usage coef [Ciént
for the zone Rv-3 and 4
(e) To add daycare usage in the zone Rv-1 to 4
The sectors concerned are those :
 Zones Rv-1 to 4 including all part of Davignon
Park
= Zones Aa and Af including all the green zones
e Zones Ra-1 to 4 including Fairview's
Development and the residential sector of
Legault street
« Zones Id et H including all destructured tracts :
Herdman, Rockburn, Dewittville, Moonlight
Lake, Powerscourt (certain sector), Athelstan
corner of Lost Nation, Athelstan near Huntingdon
e Zone Ar including South-East corner of

Powerscourt and 1ére Concession;
< The dispositions not aiming a particular zone
aim at the whole territory.
b) DRAFT BY-LAW 379-7 MODIFYING
SUBDIVISION BY-LAW # 379
This by-law aims more particularly:
< To authorized roundabouts to [ndlized a dead-
end road.
This modilcdtion concern all the zones of the
municipality
c) DRAFT BY-LAW 452 CONCERNING MINOR
VARIANCE TO THE URBANISME BY-LAW
This by-law aims mor particularly:
» Repeal the existing by-law concerning minor
variance to replace by a new by-law conforming
with current standards.
This by-law concern all the zones of the
municipality

2. If you have any questions regarding these draft
by-laws, we invite you to address yourself to the
Town Hall by phone at 450-264-5353, or at the
counter located at 1056, Brook road, Hinchinbrooke,
or by email at info@hinchinbrooke.com.

3. A public consultation assembly will be held on
April 4, 2022, at 7 :30, at the Town Hall located
at 1056, Brook road, Hinchinbrooke. During that
assembly, the Mayor will explain the draft by-
laws mentioned at point 1. He will explain the
consequence of their adoption and coming into
force and will hear any persons or organizations
who wish to express themselves on the draft by-
laws.

4. These draft by-laws are deposited at the Town
Hall located at 1056 Brook road, Hinchinbrooke,
where any person can take knowledge during
normal of [cé hours.

5. The draft by-laws # 378-23 is subject to
approval by way of referendum.

Given at Hinchinbrooke this
14" dav of March. 2022

Hidtlo 14/

Kathleen Rufh, Director General
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Do you enjoy working outside, physical

Hiring for the following positions: exercise, creating and being part of a team?

Processing & Packaging Technician We have multiple career opportunities available.
(Full Time i Multiple openings) Must be honest, hardworking, in good physical
Sanitation Technician (Full Time fi Multiple openings) shape and be able to keep a daily log of completed
Head Grower (Full Time fi One opening) tasks. Possible flexible work hours, however must

be able to work weekends if need be.

Driver’s license is a definite asset. DEP in
landscape operations or

Quality Assurance Inspector
(Full Time fi One opening)

@® \We cherish Québec’s culture and values.

Check out the JOB BOARD
on The Gleaner's website at

https://the-gleaner.com/jobs/
Ro S e TO ADVERTISE IN PRINT OR ONLINE, please contact
LORELEI MULLER at promotion@the-gleaner.com
@« LifeScienceVie or 1-844-450-5055 ext. 712.
ROSE IS GROWING! #9————— JOB OPENINGS

@® We believe cannabis can help Québecers el e pem—
and Canadians live better lives. G l v I e DUNDEE

[=]
ir

Lawn Maintenance: Grass cutting and
other general upkeep of residential,
commercial and municipal properties.
Landscape Construction: Team
member to help in the construction of
lawns, patios, walkways, retaining walls,
ornamental gardens and other outside
improvements.

Horticulture: General upkeep, of

We offer the following: t‘lﬁﬁqﬁ' horticulture also an asset. residential, commercial and municipal
@® Growth and Opportunity ¢ (el Salary to be discussed. ornamental gardens, including weeding,
(® Group Health Insurance - Possible year round work. pruning, raking, etc. % 2
® Opportunity (Jl[f ;Zirgrtli?ﬁteegf? an RRSP plan Amenagement K.B.' Landscaping \ ”’
_ I(.B 55 rte. 219, Hemmingford, Qc, JOL 1HO <@
What you should know about ROSE: Tel: (514) 977-7820 * www.amenagementkb.ca

FEEDS

@® We take pride in family, friends and living full, balanced lives.

in government regulated industries.

® Safety and security is critical to the success of our business. JOB OFFER: CLASS 3 TRUCK DRIVER
@ We currently work from two locations in Québec:
A 55,000 square-foot cutting-edge facility in Huntingdon FOR FEED BAG DELIVERIES IN CANADA
and new offices in Montréal’s Villeray neighbourhood. AND USA (N EW YORK STATE)
® Our executives have world-leading experience Class 3 driver’s license

Must have a valid passport

Please send your CV to jobs@roselifescience.ca QUALIFICATIONS: bilingual, hands-on, On-time
or drop it off in person at
2295 chemin Ridge, Huntingdon QC

Competitive wages and good conditions

Send your resumé to p.mcdonald@gerard-maheu.qc.ca
or by fax to 450-377-2016

Gérard Maheu inc 289 rang 5, St-Louis de Gonzague, QC JOS 1T0 e 450-377-1420

ADVERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Work with local businesses to offer marketing solutions in
The Gleaner’s print publications and online platforms.

The Gleaner is looking for
people to join its ad sales

and marketlng departments. Required Skills and Experience:

= Goal-oriented with a positive attitude and a willingness to learn.
e Part-time positions with the = Highly motivated self-starter with superior time-management and
: ; ; izational skills.
otential to develop into full time organizationa | T
p : p = Excellent verbal and written communication skills in English and French.
e Flexible hours = Must be outgoing and ready to take initiative in expanding The Gleaner’s client base.
« Combination of remote work and  Able to build and maintain client relationships with exceptional customer

. . service.
work in the community = Team player able to multitask in a fast-paced environment.

e Opportunity to join a dynamic team = Strong attention to detail.
dedicated to local journalism = Sales experience and knowledge of the local retail market are assets.

sincefdepuis 1863

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
REPRESENTATIVE

Represent The Gleaner at local
events and in the community.

Responsibilities:

 Set up, staff, and tidy The
Gleaner booth at community
events.

~ Greet visitors, sell editions and
subscriptions, relay questions
and comments to relevant
team members.

 Assist with other promotional
initiatives.

= Please send your cover letter and resume to Hugh Maynard at publisher@the-gleaner.com
=
‘Gleaner

We thank all applicants for their interest, however only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

Whether you are looking for info or have something to say, there are so many ways to reach The Gleaner!

Phone: 1-844-450-5055 « Website: www.the-gleaner.com ¢ Email: contact@the-gleaner.com

Q —_The Gleaner / Le Gleaner

®_ gleaner_1863

Apple Store Google Play
(iPhone and iPad)  (Android devices)

Social Media

£ YouTube The Gleaner

Download our app
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Family maple business taps mto Organlc market

I Callan Forrester

With maple season in full swing,
it is time to stock up on sugary
favourites. From fudge, to cones,
to syrup straight from the can,
the Valley is full of maple treats.
Herdman Maples is geared up for
another year of organic production
and is looking forward to what this
year will bring.

Kirk  Feeny and  Stacey
McClintock are currently running
Herdman Maples; however, it has
been in the family for a long time.
The farm previously belonged to
Feenyis grandparents, and in the
seventies they made maple syrup
as a hobby. In 2009, Feeny and his
family took over the bush for more
commercial use.

Originally, Herdman Maples used
the labour-intensive bucket system
to collect sap. However, in 2009, as
Feeny explains, “There wasn’t as
much help anymore since everyone
was out of high school and had jobs.
And there was no one to collect sap
anymore.T At that point, the transition
to pipeline was made, and production
became more of a business.

Eventually, the decision was made
to transition to organic production,
as there was a higher demand for
organic syrup. Feeny explains that
“At the time there weren’t very

many [organic] producers who
were in our area. Now, close to 50
per cent of [production in] Quebec
is certifed organic. But there’s a
really big push worldwide for it.T
Herdman Maples has been certifed
organic since 2015.

A certifed organic maple
enterprise requires special
equipment. “Everything that the sap
touches has to be O food-grade.
The piping has to be food-grade.
The evaporator has to be food-
grade as well,T explains Feeny. He
jokes that it is “not like the old days
when people were just throwing sap
into buckets.T

Equipment for organic production
must be maintained very carefully.
To clean the RO (reverse 0smosis)
system, an effciency test must frst
be performed; if the equipment
fails the test, then then cleaning is
required torestore the equipment to
peak functionality.

Besides the equipment, there is
also an environmental aspect to
running an organic maple farm.
There are regulations around what
size of tree can be tapped: “The
trees have to be a certain size to
have one tap, and have to be big
enough to have two taps. And rarely
[do] you have one with three taps,T
says Feeny.

“They want to see that you’re
taking care of your bush and not
just sucking every little drop of

PHOTO provided

The first steam of the 2022 season began billowing from the shack at Herdman Maples,
where owners Kirk Feeny and Stacey McClintock are crossing their fingers for a good run.

sap out of there,T says McClintock.
“You also need forest management,
a variety of trees in your bush. You
canit just go in and cut down every
tree but the maples,T she adds.

A diversity of trees within the
bush is also required for pest and
disease control. Feeny says this
“protects against disease [and] bugs
that can attack maples. At least if
there are other trees there, they can
possibly go for them, not just attack
the maple trees.T

The biggest impact of the
pandemic on Herdman Maples
was the lack of visitors, though
sales have stayed the same. Before
COVID, the farm would be crawling
with people. “We’re a very family-
oriented business. We have three
young children, we work with Kirkis

parents, we have a lot of extended
family who all like to come out on
the weekends and just be around,T
says McClintock. “We used to have
big lunches and different activities
in the bush where everyone would
go for a walk. Thatis kind of slowed
down.T

This year, maple butter, candies,
and small maple cones can be found
at Herdman Maples, as well as pure
organic maple syrup. McClintock
and Feeny are optimistic about the
season and are looking forward to
seeing familiar faces. “We see how
important it is to support local and to
support other small local businesses
like ours. It just makes you feel good
when the same people come back
year to year and continue to enjoy
your product,T says McClintock.

Expo Ormstown Is
going ahead for June!

After a two-year hiatus due
to the pandemic, the organizing
committee of the Livestock
Breeders Association of the District
of Beauharnois (LBA) announced
on March 11 that the 2022 edition
of the Desjardins Expo Ormstown
will take place from June 9 to 12.

“A year’s time from one fair to
the next can feel like an eternity,
let alone three,T says LBA general
manager Sue Morison. “Everyone
is excited and working hard to get
ready,” she adds. “We’ve got a lot
of catching up to do!T

Known widely as the Ormstown
Fair, the event will feature the return

of various exhibits including dairy
cattle, heavy and light horses, 4-H,
poultry, rabbits, guinea pig shows,
the home and garden division, and
a maple shanty display. In addition,
the always-exciting midway by
Campbell Amusements will be back
with various rides and games for all
thrill seekers.

To encourage online ticket sales,
weekend passes will be available at
presale prices from May 1 to June
5 and can be purchased through the
Expo Ormstown website.

More information about the event
and tickets is available online at
expoormstown.com. (SR)

PHOTO Gleaner archives

Photo of the Week, March 23, 2022

Five-month-old baby Ayla was officially initiated into a Daniel family tradition on March 11 at
her grandparent’s farm in Havelock. According to her mother, Chelsea Daniel, the tradition
was first started in the spring of 2016 with her then three-month-old nephew, Jackson (pic-
tured here with younger sister, Ella). Since then, the newest members of the family have had
their photos taken while nestled in a sap bucket during their first sugaring season. “While
most of the bush is done in pipeline, we always make sure to reserve the trees around the
house for buckets, for some fun sap (and baby) collecting,” writes Daniel.

If you would like to see your photo featured as our T1Photo of the Week, T please submit
it to info@the-gleaner.com.

PHOTO Chelsea Daniel
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Out like a lamb
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It is said that March comes in
like a lion and out like a lamb fi the
Chateauguay Valley certainly had
its f1l of lionesque weather in the
f rst part of the month, so bring on
the lambs! Here is an easy craft you
can put together to celebrate the
arrival of spring, or to decorate for
Easter.

Material needed

Cardboard or cardstock

Black marker or paint (unless using
black cardstock)

Two clothespins

Yarn

Method

1. Cut out the template at the bottom
of the page (Fig. 1) and trace it onto
your cardboard. If you are using
thinner cardstock, you may want to
trace it twice to make the body of the
sheep thicker. You can also come up
with your own sheeply shape, but
the template will give you an idea of
the size that will look proportional
with the clothespin legs.

2. If using two pieces of cardstock,
stick them together.

3. Colour or paint the cardboard/
stock black on both sides fi you
only need to colour the head and
neck, though the photo here shows
it coloured all over.

/4/\
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*What isa zrne you ask7 Accordrng to The Cambrrdge Drctronary, itis asmall magazine that is produced by one person ora smaII group of peopIe andis about a subject they are mterested in-derived from the word magazine!
A W W
Sheep silliness

These sheep jokes are not so baaaad — they might even make ewe laugh!

Why are sheep bad drivers? Because theyire always making ewe turns.

What do you get if you mix a sheep with a kangaroo? A woolly jumper.
What cars do sheep like to drive? Lamborghinis.

Knock, Knock. Whois there? Barbara. Barbara who?
Barbara black sheep. Have you any wool?

Where do sheep go to watch funny videos? Ewe Tube.
What do you call a lamb that does karate? Lamp-chop.

4. Colour or paint your clothespins o=

black fi if using a marker, you will
need to take the clothespin apart in
order to colour the insides of the
“legs”.

5. Clip the clothespins onto the
body of the sheep as legs.

6. Slip the end of the yarn under the
end of the clothespin, as shown in
the picture below.

page 12

7. Begin winding the yarn around
the body of the sheep to make a
woolly body. Carry on until you are
happy with the shape and size of the
sheep.

8. Cut off the yarn and tie off the
end, tucking the loose end under the
wound yarn.

9. You may need to wiggle or shift
the clothespins to make your sheep
stand up square.

Fig. 1: Sheep template
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Lamb-yrinth

Can you make your way from the head to the tail of this sheep?

Spot the differences

Spot the [vé differences between these two pictures!

Sudoku

Each of the nine blocks below must contain all the numbers from 1 to 9
in its squares. Each number must only appear once in its row, column and
block. Each row and column must also contain the numbers 1 to 9 without

repetition or omission. (Answers on page 22)

1 9 7
5 7
4 6 5
| 3
6 5(9 4
9|2
1 3
3 |57
7] 42 6

2

4
3

y

1 6

6 3 9

9 3 7 5

7/5(2 4




Soutenez la cause : Autocollants disponibles
a I'Express 57 et a Une Affaire de Famille
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Courtier Immobilier
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HERITAGE

Au service du Haut Saint-Laurent avec distinction !

Guerre en Ukraine : résidents de la region prets a aider

I Sarah Rennie

Traduit par Iris Delagrange

Comme tant diautres dans le
monde, les habitants de la région
ont été saisis par liinvasion
Russe de liUkraine et la crise
humanitaire qui a suivi, alors que
des millions de personnes ont été
forcées de fuir leur patrie pour se
mettre en sécurité dans les pays
voisins et ailleurs en Europe.
Beaucoup cherchent un moyen
diaider allant au-dela des simples
dons financiers a différentes
organisations sur le terrain en
Ukraine. Dans la région, des
résidents inquiets ont commencé
a siorganiser pour liarrivée de
familles déplacées qui cherchent
a commencer une nouvelle vie
au Canada ou a trouver un refuge
temporaire avant de rentrer chez
eux pour reconstruire leur pays
deévasté.

Lesrésidents de Godmanchester
Stephanie Maynard et Phil Quinn,
qui accueilleront bientét une
famille ukrainienne chez eux,
ont commencé a chercher des
moyens diaider immédiatement.
Mais comme tant diautres, ils
ne savaient pas ou aller ni quoi
faire. Une collecte de fonds a
la ferme Quinn a Tle-Perrot a
permis diamasser plus de 6 560
$ en une semaine, alors que les
gens affluaient pour faire un don
« parce quiils ne savaient pas ou
envoyer de liargent et préeféraient
simplement nous confier leurs
dons et nous laisser décider »,
expligue madame Maynard, qui a
partagé les fonds entre la Croix-
Rouge, Médecins sans frontieres

Bl

PHOTO Sarah Rennie

Le drapeau ukrainien a été hissé au son de I'hymne national du pays assiégé, lors d’une bréve mais poignante cérémonie devant la mai-
rie d’Ormstown, jeudi dernier. La mairesse Christine McAleer a remercié les quelque 40 résidents qui ont assisté a I'événement en solidari-
té avec le peuple ukrainien. « Je pense que la démocratie est en jeu ici », a déclaré Mme McAleer, qui a insisté sur le fait que le drapeau conti-
nuera a flotter « aussi longtemps qu’il le faudra ». La mairesse admet qu'elle se sent impuissante face a la situation dévastatrice en Ukraine, et
sait qu'elle n'est pas la seule a vouloir aider. « Le fait que les gens se mobilisent indique qu’il y a un fort intérét dans la communauté », dit-elle.

et le Fonds des forces armées
spéciales de la Banque nationale
diUkraine.

Alors quielle commencait a dire
aux gens quiils allaient accueillir
une famille, elle siétait vite rendu
compte quiil y en avait diautres
qui étaient également intéressés a
ouvrir leurs portes. Elle a lancé
le groupe Facebook Chateauguay
Valley pour/for Ukraine, qui
siest rapidement développé pour
inclure plus de 130 membres,
afin de coordonner les efforts
de la communauté pour venir en
aide de facon efficace. « Ce niest
quien partageant liinformation
que nous pouvons le faire »,
dit-elle.

Etablir des liens avec
les familles de réfugiés

Stéphanie Maynard a diabord
contacté un certain nombre de
familles ukrainiennes vivant a

Montréal qui avaient remercié les
Quinn alasuite de leur collecte de
fonds. « Ils ont éte formidables en
me dirigeant vers des ressources
a Montréal et a liétranger ou jiai
pu énumérer ce que nous avions a
offrir », explique-t-elle. A partir
de la, elle siest inscrite en tant
que famille diaccueil potentielle
sur le site Web international
ukrainetakeshelter.com et, en
quelques jours, elle a commencé
a recevoir des messages de
familles qui cherchaient a venir
au Canada.

Suite a la page 14

Les prévisions a long terme
annoncent un superbe cahier
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Si vous avez apprécié cette copie du Gleaner
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le faire @ www.le-gleaner.com ou avec la

Prix de détail

497 " 1515

: 2,61$ CDN + taxes

PRENDRE SOINS DE VOTRE PROCHE...
COMMENCE PAR PRENDRE SOIN DE VOUS.

Contactez-nous des aujourd'hui pour connaitre les

services dont vous pouvez bénéficier en tant qu'aidant.

% 450-826-1243 sans frais: 1-855-826-1243

@ facebook.com/aidantsnaturelshsl

@ aidantsnaturelshsl.com

Les Aildants Naturels
du Haut Saint-Laurent

ApPpu\

proches aidants
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Depuis quielle a annoncé la décision
de sa famille, diautres résidents ont
proposé diaccueillir des familles en
fuite, et madame Maynard explique
quielle siengage a aider a connecter les
familles ukrainiennes avec les hotes
potentiels de la région. Elle dit que
certaines des personnes avec lesquelles
elle a été en contact tentent toujours
diobtenir un passage sécuritaire de
leur ville pour demander des visas

tandis que diautres attendent des visas
en Pologne et en Roumanie voisines.
Beaucoup ont de jeunes enfants.
Madame Maynard dit que les
familles ukrainiennes leur ont posé
plusieurs questions sur la scolarité et la
garde des enfants, liemploi, les colts
possibles associés aux arrangements
avec la famille diaccueil et de la
possibilité diune aide pour couvrir
les frais de transport. Beaucoup
laissent derriére eux des entreprises
et des maisons et auront grandement
besoin de soutien. En parlant avec la

Avec des années diexpérience
dans liassurance résidentielle,
nous ofrons les solutions

dont vous avez besoin pour

couvrir votre maison et
tout ce qui siy trouve.

- BOURGON ASSURANCES & SERVICES FINANCIERS
Ferme, Résidentiel, Auto/Véhicules de loisirs, Voyage

1710 Chateauguay, Huntingdon 450.264.6166

BQURGON

. [587

1497 Rte 201, Ormstown 450.829.4266

bourgon.ca

famille qui arrivera éventuellement a
Godmanchester, Stéphanie Maynard
dit que la conversation qui lia le plus
frappée a été lorsquielle a demandé
comment aménager au mieux des
chambres pour les parents et leurs
enfants. « Leur réponse a été: ce niest
vraiment pas grave, car chez vous
personne ne nous tirera dessus ».

Pour plus diinformations sur
les efforts locaux pour accueillir
les familles Ukrainiennes dans la
région, rejoignez le groupe ouvert
« Chateauguay Valley pour/for
Ukraine » sur Facebook.

**Cetarticle est une version abrégée
du texte disponible sur the-gleaner.
com dans sa version compléte**

L'Expo Ormstown
aura lieu en juin !

Aprés une interruption de deux
ans en raison de la pandémie,
le comité organisateur de
liAssociation des Eleveurs de
Beétail du District de Beauharnois
(LBA) a annoncé le 11 mars que
liédition 2022 de liExpo Ormstown
Desjardins aura lieu du 9 au 12 juin.
« Un an diune foire a liautre
peut sembler une éternité, trois
ciest encore pire, déclare la
directrice générale de la LBA, Sue
Morison. Tout le monde est excité
et travaille fort en préparation,
ajoute-t-elle. Nous avons
beaucoup de retard a rattraper »!
Connu sous le nom de Foire
diOrmstown, liévénement verra
le retour de diverses expositions,

JOURNEE DiINFORMATION 2022

Comprendre et prendre de bonnes décisions
Presenté by Gérard Maheu Inc. and Dundee Feeds

FEFD MILLS

Joignez-vous a nous:

notamment de vaches laitieres, de
chevaux lourds et légers, du 4-H,
de volailles, de lapins, de cochons
dilnde, de la division maison et
jardin, etdiune exposition de cabane
a sucre. De plus, la féte foraine
toujoursaussiexcitante de Campbell
Amusements sera de retour avec
des maneges et des jeux pour tous
les amateurs de sensations fortes.
Pour encourager la vente de
billets en ligne, des laissez-
passer pour la fn de semaine
seront disponibles a des prix de
prévente du ler mai au 5 juin sur
le site Web de IiExpo Ormstown.
Informations et billets disponibles
en ligne sur expoormstown.com.
(SR)

We create chemistry

Quand: Mercredi le 30 mars 2022 de 10h a 15h30

Ou: Les Vergers lvanhoé Faille
2232 montée Brooks, Franklin, Quebec JOS 1EO

Un repas de style cabane a sucre sera servi!

450-377-1420
289 rang 9, St-Louis de Gonzague, QC JOS 1T0 e 450-377-1420
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OPINION

Richesse gratuite
a partager

A chaque instant, partout dans le
monde, des personnes souffrent, que
ce soit de solitude, de maladie ou
de pauvreté. Ce sont des situations
auxquelles nous sommes  tous
sensibles.

Ce qui nous distingue, ici dans
le Haut-Saint-Laurent, ciest notre
richesse naturelle : nos bénévoles. Plus
que dans diautres régions, les citoyens
du Haut-Saint-Laurent donnent de
leur temps, aident leurs prochains
et siengagent dans des causes
communautaires.

Chez Projet Communic-Action nous
avons la chance de bénéfcier d’un bon
nombre de bénévoles. Tous les jours,
les gestes de nos bénévoles apaisent
la souffrance qui est présente pres de
nous. Tous les jours un « bonjour »
diun de nos bénévoles vient mettre
un baume sur une journée ou méme
parfois une semaine de solitude dans la
vie de nos ainés.

Tous les jours, un petit coup de pouce
vient permettre a un couple moins
mobile de continuer de vivre dans la
quiétude de son foyer.

Chaque saison, nos bénévoles se
mobilisent pour organiser des activités
pour divertir nos ainés qui en ont
grandement besoin.

Comme toute richesse, on doit

CHARPENTERIE

HEIRIOOM

DES CHARPENTES UNIQUES,
PERSONNALISEES ET
CONCUES POUR DURER.

30 ANS DE
SAVOIR-FAIRE DE
QUALITE INEGALEE

450-264-2327

en prendre soin car le bénévolat
s’essouffe. Chaque année, le cceur
du Haut-Saint-Laurent (théme des
Soirées Distinctions Bénévoles 2022),
bat moins vigoureusement.

Lidge moyen des bénévoles
augmente. La moyenne diheure de
bénévolat diminue. Le recrutement de
bénévoles se complexife.

Pour toutes ces raisons, je Vous
exhorte aujourdihui de joindre votre
Voix a lamienne. Faisons la promotion
de cette richesse ! Reconnaissons et
célébrons nos bénévoles !

Lynn McWhinnie

Directrice, Projet Communic-Action

Reconnaissance
du soutien

mars 2022

Les Services d’information
communautaire de la Vallée de
la Chateauguay, propriétaire du
Gleaner, tiennent a remercier
le Gouvernement du Québec
pour le soutien suivant :

Le soutien au  projet
“Quebec Connect” par leq-
uel Le Gleaner aidera les
communautés anglophones
sous-desservies des régions
a développer leurs propres
médias communautaires. Le
fnancement est assuré par le
Secrétariat aux relations avec
les Québécois d’expression
anglaise (SRQEA) dans le
cadre de son programme
de soutien aux organismes
desservant les communautés
d’expression anglaise.

Secrétariat aux relations
avec les Québécois
d‘expression anglaise

P (4 |
Québec

Le vaccin
n'est pas
e Lcade

contre ca,

‘

% *O »

' 4

mails tres

e [.cade contre
la COVID-19.

www.HeirloomTimberFrames.com

Québec.ca/vaccinCOVID

La vaccination, encore et toujours
la meilleure protection.

Le 11 avril est la Journée nationale des animaux de compagnie et nous la
célébrons avec le deuxiéme concours annuel de photos d'animaux de
compagnie du Gleaner. Pour participer, envoyez votre photo et vos informations
via https://bit.ly/3Cq2QWT avant 11:59 ET le dimanche 27 mars 2022.

TROIS GAGNANTS SERONT SELECTIONNES PAR UN PANEL DE JUGES.
) 1% PLACE = chéque-cadeau de 25$* ot
“ 2° PLACE = chéque-cadeau de 15$* 3F PLACE = chéque-cadeau de 10$* &
*Valable chez liannonceur participant de votre choix, lié aux animaux de compagnie.

Les photos gagnantes, ainsi que diautres coups de cUur, seront publiées dans notre édition
imprimée du 6 avril et présentées dans un diaporama sur nos réseaux sociaux le 11 avril.

Pour le réglement complet du concours, visitez www.the-gleaner.com/contests.
Pour plus de détails, contactez Lorelei a promotion@the-gleaner.com oul-844-450-5055 (712).

Votre \’p
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La Friperie Communautaire Huntingdon

déménage a Sainte-Barbe

Callan Forrester

I Traduit par Iris Delagrange

A liautomne 2021, la Ville de
Huntingdon a annoncé quielle
expulserait laFriperie Communautaire
Huntingdon a compter du 31 mars.
Alors que la fn du mois approche a
grands pas, liéquipe responsable de
la friperie est occupée a fnaliser le
déménagement dans un nouveau local
situé a Sainte-Barbe.

Injection - Silencieux - Freins
Suspension - Air climatisé
GARAGE

1471 Rout

T: 450.829-4227
F:450.829.4248

generale garsd@oricom.ca
e 201,

Ormstown Qc

450.829.3001

8-B rue Church, Ormstown, Qc JOS 1KD

La décision de déménager a Sainte-
Barbe est une suite logique, puisque la
friperie envisageait déja de déménager
son siege social dans cette commune
suite aux résultats diune étude de
faisabilité fhancée par le Fonds des
régions et ruralité (FRR) de la MRC
du Haut-Saint-Laurent. Guylaine
Joannette, la directrice générale
de la friperie, laisse néanmoins
entendre que lieloignement de
Huntingdon pourrait niétre que
temporaire. « Nous poursuivons nos
recherches, car liorganisation de la
friperie communautaire nia jamais
eu liintention de quitter la ville de
Huntingdon car la population a
grandement besoin de nos services ».
Le déménagement a Sainte-Barbe
se passe tres bien, bien quiil siagisse
diune peériode lourde et « exigeante
». Guylaine Joannette dit quielle peut
« compter sur une équipe créative,
déterminée et incroyable, ainsi que
sur des bénévoles dévoués, généreux
de leur temps et soucieux de ne pas
Voir ce service disparaitre de la région
». Elle est donc trés reconnaissante
de liaide qui a été offerte jusquia

PROVINCE DE QUEBEC
MRC DU HAUT-SAINT-LAURENT

MUNICIPALITE DE HINCHINBROOKE

nCHINGRGo
A sape ™t

AVIS PUBLIC AUX PERSONNES INTERESSEES
ASSEMBLEE PUBLIQUE DE CONSULTATION
SUR LES PROJETS DE REGLEMENT # 378-23, #379-7 ET #452
LE 4 AVRIL 2022, A 19H30

AVIS PUBLIC EST DONNE DE CE QUI SUIT:

1. Lors d’une séance tenue le 7 mars, le conseil de la
municipalité de Hinchinbrooke a déposé les projets de
réglement suivant ;
@) PROJET DE REGLEMENT 378-23 MODIFIANT
LE REGLEMENT DE ZONAGE # 378
Ce réglement vise plus précisément a :
» Modi[erlles dispositions concernant les logements
accessoires pour les zones Ra-1a 4 etRv-1a 4
» Modi [enles dispositions concernant les logements
multigénérationnels pour les zones Aa, Af Ar, H et Id;
* Modilen les dispositions concernant la sécurité
des piscines résidentielles;
« Autoriser I'utilisation de conteneurs sous certaines
conditions;
« Autoriser les constructions en forme de doéme sous
certaines conditions;
» Modi[erlles normes de localisation d’une nouvelle
construction pour les zones Aa, Af, H ou Ry;
 Ajouter une disposition pour encadrer I'utilisation
de cable pour restreindre 'accés a une propriété;
« Modilenles grilles des spéci[cations pour
(a) Autoriser 'usage commerce de restauration dans
la zone H-2
(b) Autoriser les logements accessoires dans les
zonesRa-1a4etRv-1a4
(c) Modi[en la super [Cik et la largeur minimale des
bétiments au sol pour les zones Rv-3 et 4
(d) Modi[erlla norme de coef [Cignt d’occupation du
sol minimal pour les zones Rv-3 et 4
(€) Ajouter 'usage “garderie” pour les zones Rv-1 a4
Les secteurs visés sont ceux-Ci :
« Les zones Rv-1 & 4 comprennent I'ensemble du
Parc Davignon
e Les zones Aa et Af comprennent les zones en
territoires agricoles
« Les zones Ra-1 a 4 comprennent les secteurs
du développement Fairview ainsi que le secteur
résidentiel de la rue Legault
e Les zone Id et H soit les lots déstructurés soit
- Herdman, Rockburn, Dewittville, Moonlight Lake,
Powerscourt (certains secteurs), Athelstan coin
Lost Nation, Athelstan pres de Huntingdon
e La zone Ar comprent le coin sud-est de

Powerscourt et 1ere Concession;
e Les dispositions ne visant pas une zone
particuliere visent I'ensemble du territoire
b) PROJET DE REGLEMENT 379-7 MODIFIANT
LE REGLEMENT DE LOTISSEMENT # 379
Ce réglement vise plus précisément a :
« Autoriser les ronds-points pour [naliser une rue en
cul-de-sac.
Cette modilcation touche toutes les zones de la
municipalité. .
c) PROJET DE REGLEMENT 452 SUR LES
DEROGATIONS MINEURES AUX REGLEMENTS
DIURBANISME
Ce réglement vise plus précisément a :
 Abroger le précédent réglement sur les dérogations
mineures pour un nouveau conforme aux nouvelles
normes en vigueur.
Ce reglement touche toutes les zones de la
municipalité.
2. Si vous avez des questions touchant ces projets
de réglements, nous vous invitons a vous adresser a
I'hétel de ville, par téléphone au 450-264-5353, au
comptoir de service situé au 1056, chemin Brook a
Hinchinbrooke, ou par courrier électronique & info@
hinchinbrooke.com.
3.Une assemblée publique de consultation aura lieu le
4 awril 2022, 2 19h30, a I'hdtel de ville situé au 1056,
chemin Brook a Hinchinbrooke. Au cours de cette
assemblée publique, le maire expliquera les projets
de réglement précités au point 1. Il expliquera les
conséquences de leur adoption et de leur entrée en
vigueur et entendra les personnes et organismes qui
désirent s’exprimer sur lesdits projets de reglement.
4, Les projets de reglements sont déposés a I'hétel de
ville situé au 1056 chemin Brook a Hinchinbrooke, ou
toute personne peut en prendre connaissance durant
les heures normales de bureau.
5. Le projet de reglement # 378-23 susceptible
d’approbation référendaire.

Donné a Hinchinbrooke ce 14 mars 2022.

présent afn de mener a bien ce gros
changement.

Cependant, il n’y a pas assez
diespace au nouvel emplacement
pour tout ce qui est actuellement
stocke a liancien local de la friperie.
Liinventaire en trop sera donc
entreposé dans une remorque de 53
pieds que la Friperie loue et quiun
citoyen a généreusement accepté de
garder sur sa propriété en attendant
une meilleure solution.

La friperie a donc encore besoin de
liaide des citoyens. « Nous croyons
avoir besoin de plus de bénévoles
pour remplir la remorque les 30 et
31 mars. Avec une petite équipe, la
fatigue commence a se faire sentir »,
reconnait la directrice.

Une campagne GoFundMe a
également été lancée sur internet
pour aider a couvrir les frais de
déménagement. Apres deux ans de
pandémie, les ressources fnancieres
de la friperie ont diminué grandement
et liétablissement est actuellement
défcitaire pour le premier trimestre
2022.

Une initiative régionale

Outre le déménagement actuel,
la friperie est également impliquée
dans une nouvelle campagne de
sensibilisation appelée En Bon Etat.

Liobjectif global de cette initiative
est de sensibiliser le public a la
qualité des dons que les gens font
aux friperies locales. « La question
des dons inutilisables, qui dépassent
souvent les 30 % de ce que nous
recevons, codte cher & nos OBNL.
Plus de détails sur cette initiative
peuvent étre trouves sur le site
internet friperieenbonetat.com.

LiAssemblée générale annuelle de
la friperie aura également lieu le 29
mars prochain.

« Nous annoncerons les
changements sur lesquels nous
travaillons depuis plus diun an
», explique la directrice, tout en
reconnaissant que « la situation nous
a forcé a aller un peu plus vite que
nous ne liavions estime initialement
». Un nouveau nom pour la friperie
sera également voté lors de lIAGA
qui aura lieu a 13h.

La friperie a ouvert ses portes a
sa nouvelle adresse au 452 Chemin
de liEglise & Sainte-Barbe le 22
mars dernier. La friperie est ouverte
du mardi au samedi de 9h a 17h.
Pour plus d’informations, suivez
la friperie sur Facebook. Ceux qui
peuvent donner un peu de temps
dans les prochains jours pour aider
liorganisme ~ communautaire  a
démeénager peuvent communiquer au
450-377-1695.

Installation

Conception de
planchers radiants

s
Kathleen Rufh, Directeur-générale, secrétaire trésorier
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Reconnaissance du soutien it mars 2022

Les Services diinformation communautaire de la Vallée de la
Chéateauguay, propriétaire du Gleaner, tiennent a remercier le
gouvernement du Canada pour le soutien suivant :

Liembauche de deux stagiaires pour 2021-2022 a été assuré par le
volet des stages nationaux du programme « Jeunesse Canada au travail
pour une carriere en francais et en anglais », et le fnancement du
projet « Exploiter de nouveaux marchés », tous deux rendus possibles
par le Fonds diappui stratégique aux médias communautaires offert
conjointement par le Consortium des médias communautaires de
langue offcielle en situation minoritaire et le gouvernement du Canada.

La réalisation diune partie du contenu du Gleaner a été rendue
possible grace a lilnitiative de journalisme local (1JL), qui fournit
des ressources pour la production diarticles dignes diintérét tout en
augmentant la couverture des questions civiques et diintérét public
dans les communautés sous-desservies. Cette initiative est soutenue par
le ministere du Patrimoine canadien en collaboration avec la Quebec
Community Newspapers Association (QCNA).

i+l

Canada



Une cérémonie solennelle a Howick
marque les deux ans de la pandemle

Sarah Rennie

I Traduit par Sabrina Vaillancourt

A Howick, les cloches de loéglise
ont sonné a 13 h, le vendredi 11 mars,
alors que plus de trente membres de la
communauté représentant les travailleurs
essentiels se réunissaient pour observer
un moment de silence.

A travers le Québec, des drapeaux ont
été misenberne pour marquer ladeuxieme
Journée nationale de commémoration a la
mémoire des personnes perdues pendant
la pandémie et des conséquences que la
COVID-19 nousatous fait subir. De petits
hommages et de petites cérémonies ont eu
lieu dans plusieurs villes, municipalités,
ainsi que dans des centres de soins de
longue durée et des foyers de la région ;
ces commémorations étaient de concert
avec celles ayant eu lieu partout dans le
monde, les communautés se réunissant
pour réféchir aux deux dernieres années.

Elaborée par Ici Santé, une coopérative
de santé, la cérémonie, bien que bréve,
en disait long sur les effets persistants
de la pandémie qui se font encore sentir
dans la région. « Nous avons tous ressenti
les répercussions de cette pandémie. En

PHOTO Sarah Rennie

Plus de trente personnes se sont réunies a Howick le 11 mars pour une cérémonie
commémorative marquant le deuxiéme anniversaire du début de la pandémie de COVID-19.

2022, nous cherchons des signes diespoir
», adéclaré I'infrmiere Amy Tolhurst, qui
a organisé liévénement avec le soutien
enthousiaste du conseil diadministration
de la coopérative de santé.

La cérémonie a rassemblé des
représentants de la municipalité, des
pompiers volontaires, de la coopérative
de santé et diautres prestataires de
services de santé. Etaient aussi présents
des agriculteurs et des représentants de la
communauté agricole, du bureau de poste,
du milieu scolaire ainsi que des personnes
qui étaient sorties de leur retraite ou qui
siétaient portées volontaires pour aider
pendant la pandémie. Avant de faire
observer un moment de silence a la foule,
le pasteur Randy Barrington a qualifé
le rassemblement comme étant une «
occasion de se rassembler et remercier les

personnes qui ont travaillé sans relache
pour nous permettre de traverser cette
épreuve ». Il a ensuite rendu hommage
a Cceux qui ont été emportés, ainsi quia
Ceux qui se battent toujours pour nous
permettre de vivre des jours meilleurs.

«Aujourdihui, le principal objectif était
de faire en sorte que les gens se sentent
mieux en repartant, et je pense que nous
avons reussi », affrme Mme Tolhurst,
précisant  quiils  voulaient  surtout
commémorer cette communauté qui siest
mobilisée, et qui continue dioffrir son
soutien, par solidarité les uns envers les
autres.
Les petits gestes qui comptent

Pour le conseil diadministration dilci
Santé, il était tres important de prendre
le temps de commémorer tout ce qui
siest passé au cours des deux dernieres

années. Yves Léveillé a expliqué que,
comme tant diautres, il a perdu un étre
cher au début de la pandémie et que
sa famille est encore profondément
marqueée par cette perte.

Une autre membre, Lucie Sauvé
Baillargeon, a insisté sur liimportance
de célébrer le deuxieme anniversaire,
car « a bien des égards, nous avons
gagné la bataille, mais nous avons
aussi vécu avec cela pendant deux ans
». Elle se remémore comment son mari
et son frére, tous deux vétérinaires a la
retraite, ont quitté leur zone de confort
pour travailler dans des cliniques de
vaccination. « Ciétait un petit geste,
mais qui compte énormément »,
estime-t-elle, ajoutant quion peut en
dire autant de tous ceux qui se sont
mobilisés pour aider.

« Souvent, ce sont les petits gestes
que personne ne Voit », a ajouté Robert
Brault, tout en soulignant combien il était
important de reconnaitre ces petits gestes
pour le grand réle quiils ont joué dans
notre réponse au virus. Ensemble, ils ont
fait en sorte que la communauté dans la
région puisse sortir de la pandémie aussi
indemne que possible.

I'Ukraine,
bord alder

‘Ukramlens

avec mon equipe

claude.debellefeville@parl.gc.ca | 450 371-0644
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La maladie d’un travailleur agricole de Franklin

met en lumiere les dangers des pesticides

Holly Dressel

I Traduit par Sabrina Vaillancourt

Il existe un nouveau danger
offciel pour la santé ainsi qu’une
nouvelle responsabilité fnanciere
pour les agriculteurs qui utilisent
certains pesticides et herbicides.

Le Tribunal administratif du
travail (TAT), commission qui régle
des litiges en matiere de droit du
travail au Québec, a offciellement
fait le rapprochement entre
certains pesticides et herbicides
et le lymphome non hodgkinien,
un cancer du sang traitable mais
potentiellement  mortel.  Cela
signife que les employeurs, surtout
siils ne sont pas diligents en matiére
de respect de la réglementation,
pourraient étre tenus responsables
des dépenses des employés victimes
de cette maladie.

Ce lien est une premiére au
Canada, enraisonducasdiArmando
Lazo Bautista, qui travaillait a la
production de pommes et de bleuets
pour les Vergers Ivanhoé Faille,
a Franklin. Ce cas fait suite a la
reconnaissance par le TAT, en 2019,
du lien existant entre liutilisation
des pesticides et la maladie de
Parkinson, ce qui fait du Québec
la deuxieme juridiction au monde
(apres la France) a offcialiser ce
danger.

Celasignife que les personnes qui
utilisent certains produits chimiques
dans les exploitations agricoles
du Québec, et qui développent
ensuite ces maladies, peuvent
demander une indemnisation.
Malheureusement, I’aide fnanciére
versée par la Commission des
normes, de liéquité, de la santé et
de la sécurité du travail (CNESST)
ne couvre pas les agriculteurs
propriétaires ou les employeurs
qui ne cotisent pas a la protection
personnelle.

Ce décret devrait inciter les
agriculteurs ayant des employeés
a respecter les étiquettes a la
lettre, bien que celles-ci soient
souvent complexes, relatives a
liutilisation de produits chimiques
tels que le Roundup (glyphosate),
le Gramoxone (paraquat) ou le
Manzate (mancozébe). Cela les
incitera peut-étre aussi a chercher
des alternatives.

Les trois produits nommeés
ci-dessus sont des exemples
typiques de produits chimiques
couramment utilisés par les
producteurs conventionnels
de pommes et de bleuets de la
région. Le glyphosate est lié au
lymphome non hodgkinien, mais

aussi a la diminution effrayante de
nombreuses populations diinsectes,
telles que les papillons et les
grillons, caril détruitouempoisonne
leurs sources de nourriture.
Plusieurs agriculteurs ont indiqué
au Gleaner quiils pensaient que le
paraquat avait été interdit ; il ne
liest pas. Le Canada et les Etats-
Unis sont deux rares pays qui
continuent diautoriser liutilisation
de ce dangereux herbicide, dont
liapplication nécessite un masque
respiratoire complet puisquiil peut
détruire les poumons au contact.

Dans un communiqué de presse
publié sur le biologicaldiversity.
org, le paraquat est également lie
a la maladie de Parkinson et est
répertorié comme étant liun des
produits chimiques agricoles les
plus mortels au monde. Quant au
fongicide mancozébe, sa fche de
donnees de sécurité indique quiil
est « extrémement toxique pour
lienvironnement marin », ainsi
que pour les insectes bénéfques,
comme les abeilles, qui pollinisent
les pommiers sur lesquels a été
utilisé le produit.

Les dangers avérés des produits
chimiques qui peuvent détruire les
insectes, ainsi que toutes les plantes
vertes, expliquent la décision prise
par de nombreux agriculteurs
de la région de se tourner vers
liagriculture biologique. Tout en
faisant remarquer que le passage
aux méthodes biologiques est
beaucoup plus facile pour les
petits producteurs que pour les
plus gros, qui pourraient méme
étre obligés de changer toutes
leurs machineries, le cultivateur
biologique lan Ward, des Jardins
Glenelm, raconte : « La premiére
année de culture, nous avions un
enfant de six mois au moment ou
nos radis sont sortis ; il en a pris
un et en a croqué une bouchée.
Je pense que ciétait le premier
aliment solide quiil a mangé. Je me
suis dit : « Je suis vraiment content
que nous soyons bios ». Aucune
crainte de contamination par les
pesticides ».

Le véritable motif diinquiétude,
comme le montre la décision
du TAT, est le fait que, bien que
liutilisation de ces produits soit
autorisée ici, « peu de vérifcations
sont effectuées par Santé Canada
», dit M. Ward. Il ajoute que,
pour autant quiil le sache, « ils ne
vérifent pas si les produits sont
utilisés correctement, en grande
partie parce que cela nécessiterait
beaucoup de ressources ».

Plusieurs cas antérieurs, comme

celui de Franklin, niont pas donné
raison au travailleur. Cependant,
Caroline Moreau, auteure diun
article paru dans La Terre de Chez
Nous, une publication de ITUPA,
précise que méme « sans établir
un lien direct entre les pesticides
et I’état de santé d’Armando Lazo
Bautista, le tribunal niexclut pas
une possible corrélation entre les
deux, et considere que le travailleur
ne disposait pas diune protection
suffsante pendant qu’il travaillait a
la ferme, bien que son employeur
ait plaidé le contraire ».

Pour Louis Robert, liagronome
du MAPAQ qui était au centre diun
scandale qui, en 2019, a colté son
poste au ministre québécois de
I'Agriculture de I'époque, arévélé le
lien entre les conseils donnés par de
nombreux agronomes a leurs clients
et la proximité de ces agronomes
avec les entreprises chimiques
qui fabriquent les pesticides. I
a été congédié, mais le scandale
qui a suivi, puisquiil était censé
étre protégé par la loi provinciale
de 2017 sur la protection des
dénonciateurs, lui a permis diétre
réintégré. 1l demeure aujourdihui
liun des rares agronomes a discuter
publiguement de ces questions.

M. Robert ajoute que « la
responsabilitt  du  changement
devrait étre confée a tous ceux
qui sont impliqués, de liindustrie
chimique aux agriculteurs en
passant par les agronomes et les
vendeurs ». Le Canada emploie
généralement  une  approche
contrblée par liindustrie qui
impliqgue que « lientreprise qui
développe un pesticide décide
elle-méme de ces instructions et
précautions. Les agronomes ne
veulent pas prendre eux-mémes
des risques inutiles ; ils vont donc
diriger les agriculteurs vers ces
instructions ». Leur étude prend du
temps et « si un agriculteur estime
que sa culture doit vraiment étre
traitée aujourdihui a cause de la
météo ou pour toute autre raison,
il va se précipiter et pulvériser, et
ce, potentiellement a liencontre
des instructions fgurant sur les
étiquettes ».

Tenus responsables

« Nous verrons de plus en plus
de cas de ce genre », conclut M.
Robert, des cas ou les agriculteurs
sont tenus responsables diune
mauvaise utilisation. Quant a la
responsabilité  des agronomes,
« cette décision pourrait rendre
ces derniers plus prudents. Entre
liagronome privé et liagriculteur,
il y a une certaine confance, voire
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presque une complicité. La plupart
des agronomes ne peuvent pas se
permettre de perdre des clients,
donc [...] ils ont tendance a adopter
le point de vue de leurs clients ».

De nombreux  agriculteurs
tentent de réduire liutilisation
des produits chimiques. M. Ward
affrme que lorsque les grandes
exploitations parviennent a réduire
ne serait-ce que légérement leur
empreinte chimique, par exemple
en utilisant des produits moins
nocifs ou en plantant des haies
brise-vent, « les avantages qui en
decoulent pour liécosysteme sont
étonnants. Le gouvernement ne
se soucie pas tant de ce que font
les petites exploitations ; il essaie
de cibler les grandes exploitations
qui en font beaucoup moins, car
elles ont un effet considérable,
méme avec de petits changements.
Il existe un énorme potentiel
diamélioration de la production
agricole, tant biologique que
conventionnelle, si [tout le monde
avance] dans la méme direction. Je
connais beaucoup diagriculteurs
conventionnels qui font du trés bon
travail »!

En revanche, il y a ceux pour
qui liincitation au changement
devra passer par les agences
réglementaires. « Tant que ce sera
légal, je continuerai de faire ce que
jiai toujours fait, [et] que mon pére
a fait », déclare lvanhoé Faille.

Un rappel a liordre

M. Robert, qui a travaillé a titre
diagronome pendant quarante ans,
note que « certains agriculteurs
sont parfaitement conscients de
la situation, alors que diautres
agissent comme si nous étions
toujours dans les années 1950. Plus
les agriculteurs suivent les conseils
des représentants des entreprises,
plus leur utilisation des produits
peut étre dangereuse ».

Il reconnait que la décision du
TAT est un pas vers une réponse
defnitive des organismes de
réglementation provinciaux
quant aux dangers de certains
produits chimiques agricoles.
Cependant, il affrme que « la
répercussion la plus importante,
[autant pour les agriculteurs que]
pour les agronomes, tiendra du
grand public. Ciest un rappel a
liordre pour tout le monde, tant
les agriculteurs et les agronomes
que le grand public. Le message
est le suivant : les risques liés
a liutilisation des pesticides
sont légitimes et bien reels, et
nous devons donc étre tres, tres
prudents ».
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Sauver la forét locale, un arbre a la fois

I Iris Delagrange

Ambioterra, un organisme
caritatifbaséa Saint-Chrysostome
et créé il y a 20 ans, en mars
2002, nia pas pour ambition
premiere de sauver la planéte. Et
pourtant, en langant un projet de
pépiniere locale dans la région du
Suroit, liorganisme contribuera
certainement a  sauvegarder
une partie de la forét déja en
bien mauvais état, apportant
ainsi sa pierre a liedifice de la
préservation de la nature.

Le projet, déja récompensé
récemment par une bourse
d’entreprenariat locale (BIEC),
est né diun constat alarmant sur la
situation de la forét locale, apres
un diagnostic intitulé Document
synthese sur la déforestation dans

Saveurs g8

LE TEMPS DES

le Suroit, disponible sur le site
internet diAmbioterra. Stéphane
Gingras, chargéde laprotectionde
la biodiversité pour liorganisme,
explique avec détermination « la
nécessité diagir pour renverser la
tendance lourde qui est observée
au Québec et en Amérique du
nord et qui consiste a détruire les
milieux naturels (foréts, milieux
humides et aquatiques) pour faire
place a des activités humaines
(agriculture , developpement
résidentiels) ». Chaque année,
la forét continue de disparaitre
inexorablement et les boisés
sont « grignotés » toujours
un peu plus. Diapres liagence
geomatique montérégienne
Géomont, la région a perdu plus
de 2800 terrains de soccer de forét
entre 2009 et 2017. M. Gingras
explique également que la forét
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encore présente sur le territoire
est tres fragmentée. « Nous avons
une série de petits boisés sans
aucun lien entre eux ce qui a des
impacts majeurs sur plusieurs
especes animales et végétales.
Donc tenter de reconstruire des
liens entre ces boises a liaide de
bandes riveraines élargies, par
exemple le long des cours dieau,
et des haies brise-vent le long des
routes nous apparaissait comme
une bonne idée ».

Le deuxiéme point important
du projet diAmbioterra fait
suite au constat que la forét
du territoire est en piteux état
car celle-ci a subi au moins
trois coupes a blanc depuis la
colonisation il y a environ 400
ans. Il est donc nécessaire, en
replantant des arbres endémiques
a la région (érables a sucre, pins
blancs, chénes rouges et blancs)
de « jardiner » la forét afin de
liencourager a se régenérer.

Ambioterra  travaillera en
partenariat avec le CEF (Centre
d’études sur la forét), qui
effectuera des expérimentations

Carte de remerciements

Nous tenons a remercier les pompiers
de Howick, liaide mutuelle et Bryan
Brown pour leur bon travail suite &
liincendie qui a eu lieu le 3 février a
Trés-St-Sacrement, ainsi que nombreux
voisins et agriculteurs pour leur aide et
grande générosité.

Ferme P. Raphalcd
Propriétaires Come et Raphaél Parent

avec des especes diarbres quasi-
disparues localement, comme
lierable noir, ainsi quiavec
un propriétaire terrien de la
Covey Hill, M. Benoit Bleau,
qui accueillera les premiéres
expérimentations sur son
terrain pour les années a venir.
Technologiquement parlant, M.
Gingras explique « avoir testé
différentestechnologiesauniveau
de liirrigation et avoir retenu
les « Aquamats » (irrigation
par capillarité) avec un systeme
électronique de controle et un
panneau solaire pour alimenter
le systeme ».Dans les semaines
qui arrivent, plusieurs achats
nécessaires pour le démarrage
du projet seront effectués comme
une serre, des plateaux-cellules
de croissance, du terreau, de
liengrais. Liorganisme espere
débuter la germination des 5000
premiers plants ce printemps.
Par la suite, il faudra une année
de pousse aux nouveaux arbres
avant quiils soient distribués. Le
projet a besoin de fonds et ciest
un grand défi au quotidien que
dialler chercher du financement,
méme si liécologie a le vent en
poupe depuis plusieurs décennies.
LiéquipediAmbioterraestdoncen
contact avec plusieurs partenaires
et bailleurs de fonds potentiels, et
a liheure diaujourdihui, le projet
a encore besoin de 40,000$ pour
réaliser ces actions nécessaires
a la sauvegarde de notre forét
locale.

Il est possible de contribuer au
financement du projet via le site
web ambioterra.org.

Résidence Funéraire
McGerrigle Inc.

Incinération
Pré-arrangements

; Propriétaire: lise Laliberté
70 Lambton, Ormstown Qc T (450) 829-2214
www.mcgerrigle.com

Célebrez la semaine
nationale du bénéevolat
avec Le Gleaner

Partagez votre appréciation pour une ou
des personnes ou une organisme qui
contribue a notre communauté. Nous

publierons votre message, accompagné

~ dune photo ou d'un graphique, dans notre
édition imprimée du 20 avril et sur nos
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Saving our local forests, one tree at a time

Iris Delagrange

I Translated by Sarah Rennie

Ambioterra, a charitable
organization based in  Saint-
Chrysostome for the past 20 years,
makes no claim that it is saving the
planet. But, by launching a local
nursery project for the Suroit region,
it is certainly contributing to the
preservation of local natural areas and
to saving a part of the regionis forests
which are already in a poor state.

The project, which recently
received a local entrepreneurship
grant  through the  Bourses

diinitiative en  entrepreneuriat
collectif (BIEC) program, was
born after an alarming report came
out on regional deforestation and
the situation facing local forests
(which is available to read on the
Ambioterra website).

Stéphane Gingras is responsible
for biodiversity protection for the
organization. He explains that there
IS a need to act now to reverse a
signifcant trend observed in Quebec
and North America that involves
destroying natural environments
such as forests, wetlands, and aquatic
environments to make way for human
activities including agriculture and
residential development. Each year,
forested areas continue to disappear

PHOTO Ambioterra

Ambioterra has launched a project to regenerate area forests, including maple groves such

as this one located in the Haut-Saint-Laurent.

at a voracious rate as woodlands
are eaten away. According to the
Montérégie  geomatics  agency
Geomont, the region lost more than
the equivalent of 6,000 soccer felds
of forest between 2009 and 2017.

Gingras says the remaining
forests are now highly fragmented.
“We have a series of small woodlots
without any links between them,
which has major impacts on many
animal and plant species. So, trying
to rebuild these links between
wooded areas with extended riparian
buffer strips along waterways, and

windbreaks along roads, seemed
like a good idea.T

Ambioterrais project also aims
to address the impact of another
practice behind the sorry state of the
region’s forests: the organization
believes that at least three clearcuts
have occurred since the area was
Trst colonized some 400 years ago.
As a result, it has become necessary
to “tend” to the forests as one would
a garden, by replanting trees native
to the region including sugar maple,
white pine, and red and white oak,
to encourage forest regeneration.

Ambioterra  will work in
partnership  with the Centre
d’etude sur la forét (CEF), which
will conduct experiments with
tree species such as black maple
that are nearing extinction in the
region. These studies will also be
done in partnership with Benoit
Bleau, who will host the initial
phases over the next few years at
his property on Covey Hill.

The organization will begin
making purchases during the
coming weeks to start the project,
including a greenhouse, seedling
grow trays, soil, and fertilizer. It
hopes to begin germinating the
frst 5,000 plants this spring. The
new trees will then require a full
yearis growth before they can be
distributed. From a technological
perspective, Gingras explains they
have tested different technologies
for irrigation and have opted
for the “Aquamat,” a capillary
irrigation system, which includes
an electronic control system
powered by a solar panel.

Despite the BIEC grant, the
nursery  project requires an
additional $40,000 in funding.
Ambioterra is actively looking
for potential partners or donors
to contribute to its project and to
saving our local forests.

UPA’s riparian strip project
enters its second phase

I Rachel Patenaude

Phase two of the Fédération de
[iIUPA de la Montérégieis riparian
strip protection project is underway.
This projectis aim is to help farmers
in the region restore these sections of
land on the edges of creeks and rivers,
to help keep nutrients in the ground,
protect the wildlife in the waterways,
and stop the erosion of the riverbanks.

Phase one of the project, which
took place over the last three years,
was focused on educating agricultural
producers in the region on the
importance of riparian strips, as well
as teaching them how to implement
them. Phase two involves the actual
implementation of the strips.

Due to the large scope of this project
which covers the entire Montérégie,
the UPA has worked to make all
information and resources they have
available to those participating.
“The idea is to make this program
accessible to agricultural producers
in the Montérégie, regardless of
whether the MRCs or municipalities

are participating,T says Julien Pagé,
vice president of the regional UPA.

The project is also ensuring that
the plants added to these strips are
compatible with the environment and
attractive to pollinators. “It’s nature’s
life cycle; if there are more insects,
there are more birds, and more
animals,” says Pagé, adding, “These
strips have a complementary effect;
they hold the nutrients in the soil, and
keep them where they need to be: in
the Felds, not in the creeks.”

The UPAIs goal is to restore 900
kilometres of the riverbanks in the
Montérégie by the end of phase two,
which is slated to last until 2024.
Some of the resources offered by
the UPA to achieve this are tools
to help install the strips, help in
understanding and navigating the
laws surrounding the endeavour, and
information. The UPA encourages
agricultural producers to reach out to
their local UPAs for help in restoring
the riverbanks on their farms, and it
is hoped the collaborative nature of
the project will make it easier for all
those participating.

by Peter Finlayson,
Ormstown weatherman

Chateauguay Valley weather report

March 13-19, 2022

March has slowly warmed up
as the weather “marches” along,
with the average temperature
now standing at -2 degrees
Celsius, which is much closer
to the normal for the month of
-1.4 C, and much better than the
-4.4 C average registered in the
week before.

The past week saw the sap
flowing in good quantity, and
the forecast for the first part of
the coming week looks pretty
good for making maple syrup
with sunny days, highs around 5
C, and lows below zero at night.

There were 17 mm of rain
on Saturday and overnight
into Sunday morning, which
brought the weekly total to
22 mm of precipitation. The
month now stands at 35 mm of
rain and 22 cm of snow which
combines to make 56 mm of
total precipitation, which is
about average for this stage of
the month. The forecast is for

////

light amounts of rain between
March 24-26, less than 10 mm
in total.

The rain and the lack of frostin
the ground has meant that the tile
drain outlets have been working
overtime and, consequently,
the ice in the creeks started to
move out mid-week followed
by the Chateauguay River
itself on Sunday, March 20.
The average date for the ice on
the Chateauguay to move out
is March 21, so weire spot on
for 2022. There is high water
all about, but flooding appears
minimal and restricted to low
spots where roads cross over
culverts.

Another sign of spring is the
arrival of kildeers in the fields.
Although it seems early for the
presence of these birds, they
can be heard and seen excitedly
hopping about the clods of
soil as they make their nests in
what they hope will be a secure
location.
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COMMUNITY

Deputy IsaBelle hosts International Wo

Deputy Claire IsaBelle celebrated
International Womenis Day at a
brunch with federal MPs Christine
Normandin and Brenda Shanahan,
as well as several mayors, a director
general, and a councillor from
the municipalities in her riding.
“It is in friendship and simplicity
that | wanted to bring together
these extraordinary women who
work in my riding,T says IsaBelle.
“This event was intended as a

time of exchange to highlight all
the work done beforehand by our
predecessors, and to celebrate and
congratulate those who are now
involvedintheircommunity to make
things happen. This day also allows
us to illustrate the commitment,
involvement, and dedication of all
women who contribute greatly to
the enrichment and quality of life
of our community, and of Quebec.T
(RP)

PHOTO Yvonne Lewis-Langlois

Best-wishes banner sent to
Invictus Games athlete

With the Invictus Games about to begin on April 16 in The Hague, Netherlands, the Chateau-
guay Valley community rallied to send best wishes to a former Howick Elementary School
student and Chateauguay Valley Regional High School graduate, Darrell Ling. The banner,
created by Sylvie Dumas, was commissioned by Cathy McFarlane Dunn and was signed by
many friends. Dunn mailed it off on March 14 to Ling, who will be competing in wheelchair

basketball, archery, and sit-down rowing. (YLL)
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Acknowledgement of Support — March 2022

The Chateauguay Valley Community Information Services, owner of
The Gleaner, would like to gratefully acknowledge the Government
of Canada for the following support:

The engagement of two interns for 2021-2022 has been provided
through the domestic internshipis component of the 1Young Canada
Works at Building Careers in English and FrenchT program, and
funding for the 1Tapping into New MarketsT project, both of which
have been made possible by the Community Media Strategic

Community Media Consortium and the Government of Canada.

The production of a part of The Gleaneris content has been made
possible by The Local Journalism Initiative (LJI), which provides
funds for the production of newsworthy articles while increasing
coverage in civic matters and issues of public interest in underserved
communities and is supported by the Department of Canadian
Heritage in collaboration with the Quebec Community Newspapers
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PHOTO Courtesy of Claire IsaBelle

From left: Jocelyne Blanchet, executive director and secretary-treasurer for the Municipality
of Saint-Bernard-de-Lacolle; Linda Gagnon, mayor of Dundee; Christine Bleau, councillor,
Municipality of Napierville; Estelle Muzzi, mayor of Saint-Bernard-de-Lacolle; Agnes McKell,
mayor of Trés-Saint-Sacrement; Brenda Shanahan, member of Parliament for Chateauguay-
Lacolle; Christine Normandin, member of Parliament for Saint-Jean; Claire IsaBelle, Deputy
for Huntingdon; and Mélanie Lefort, mayor of Sainte-Martine.

$330K in funding for media
services In Beauharnois,
Chateauguay,Huntingdon,
and Soulanges

On behalf of Minister of
Culture and Communications
Nathalie =~ Roy, Deputy for

Beauharnois Claude Reid, Deputy
for Chateauguay MarieChantal
Chassé, Deputy for Huntingdon
Claire IsaBelle, and Deputy
of Soulanges Marilyne Picard
announced an increase in funding
for five media outlets that serve

Acknowledgement
of Support

March 2022

The Chateauguay Valley Com-
munity Information Services,
owner of The Gleaner, would
like to gratefully acknowledge
the Gouvernement du Québec
for the following support:

Support for the T1Quebec Con-
nectt project through which
The Gleaner will assist un-
der-served  English-speaking
communities in the regions
with developing their own
community media. Funding
is provided by the Secrétariat
aux relations avec les Québé-
cois diexpression anglaise
(SRQEA) as part of their Sup-
port Program for Organiza-
tions Serving English-speaking
Communities.

Secrétariat aux relations
avec les Québécois
d’expression anglaise

Québec
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their ridings. The increase totals
$332,642.

These radio, television, and
print and digital media services
are receiving this  funding

increase as part of the Plan de
relance économique du milieu
culturel, a special financial
assistance program for community
organizations affected by the
health crisis.

“I am delighted that my con-
stituents can count on their lo-
cal media services to access re-
gional information that reflects
their community,T says lIsaBelle
in a press release on the mat-
ter. “Our government’s invest-
ments will help support four
community media outlets: the
Info-Hemmingford Community
Newsletter, the Service diin-
formation communautaire de la
Vallée de la Chateauguay, the
Télévision communautaire du
Haut-Richelieu 1981 Ltee, and
Télévision du Sud-Ouest, in pur-
suit of their mission to inform the
people of Huntingdon County.T

Community media has been
particularly affected by the
pandemic, and the government
believes these funds will help
increase the availability of local

and regional information. The
new investments are aimed at
maintaining, expanding, and

adapting the activities and services
of these media services. (RP)
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Sombre ceremony in Howick

marks two years of pandemic

Sarah Rennie

In Howick, church bells rang out
at 1 p.m. on Friday, March 11, as
over 30 members of the community
representing  essential  workers
gathered for a moment of silence.

Flags across Quebec were lowered
to half-mast to mark the second
National Day of Observance to
commemorate those lost during the
pandemic and the impacts we have
all experienced due to COVID-19.
Small tributes and ceremonies took
place across the region, in concert
with those taking place around the
world, as communities came together
to refect on the past two years.

Initiated by the Ici Santé health co-
operative, the ceremony, while brief,
spoke volumes of the lingering effects
of the pandemic still reverberating
across the Valley. “We have all felt
the repercussions of this pandemic.
In 2022, we are seeking indicators
of hope,T said nurse Amy Tolhurst,
who spearheaded the event with the
enthusiastic support of the board of
directors behind the health co-op.

The ceremony brought together
representatives from the municipality,
as well as the volunteer fre
department, the health-co-op and other
health services providers, farmers and
the agricultural community, the post
offce, schools, and those who had
come out of retirement or volunteered
to help during the pandemic. Before
leading the crowd in a moment of
silence, pastor Randy Barrington
referred to the gathering as “a time
to get together to thank the people
who have worked tirelessly to get us
through this.T He then acknowledged
those who have been lost, as well as
those still Fghting to see us through to
better days.

Card of Thanks

Card of Thanks

The family of the late Gerry McCartney
wish to thank everyone for their
expressions of sympathy at this very
difFcult time through much appreciated
cards, emails, phone calls, visits, and
charitable donations in his memory.

A special thank you to Louise Foisy
and her team of nurses from the CLSC
for their help during the past months,

and to the nurses at the Huntingdon

CHSLD where he was in palliative
care for his last couple of days. Not
to forget all the doctors and nurses
at the Barrie Memorial Hospital and
the Valleyf eld Hospital for their
wonderful work.

Gerry will be sadly missed and the
incredible memories of him will be
cherished in our hearts forever.

Helen, Kim, Tracy, and Dylan

LJI Reporter

PHOTO Sarah Rennie

Over 30 people gathered for a commemorative ceremony in Howick on March 11, to mark
the second anniversary of the start of the COVID-19 pandemic.

“The bigger objective of today
was to send people off with a better
feeling, and 1 think we achieved
that,T Tolhurst said, noting they had
especially wanted to commemorate
this community as one that stood, and
continues to stand, in solidarity and in
support of one another.

The small gestures that count

For the Ici Santé board of directors,
taking the time to commemorate all
that has happened in the last two years
was very important. Yves Leveillé
explained that, like so many, he lost a
loved one early in the pandemic, and
his family is still deeply impacted by
this loss.

Another member, Lucie Sauvé
Baillargeon, expressed that it was
important to commemorate the second
anniversary because “In many ways
we have won the battle, but we have
also lived with this for two years.T She

Card of Thanks

Card of Thanks

The family of Jolene Robinson (née
Denison) would like to thank everyone
for the cards, f owers, donations and
kind expressions of sympathy following
her passing February 28, 2022.

Your support at this difFcult time was
very much appreciated and of great
comfort to all of the family. Please
accept these thanks as personal.

recalled how her husband and brother,
both retired veterinarians, had pushed
themselves outside their comfort zone
to work at vaccination clinics. “It was
a small gesture, but it mattered,T she
said, suggesting the same can be said
of so many who stepped up to help.

“Often, it is the small gestures that
no one sees,T added Robert Brault,
while highlighting how important it
was to recognize these small gestures
for the big role they played in our
response to the virus. Together, they
ensured that the Valley community
would come through the pandemic as
unscathed as possible.

OBITUARY
O’CONNELL, Lorrayne
1946-2022

It is with great sadness that we announce
the passing of Lorrayne on Saturday
March 12, 2022 at the age of 75 years in
Ormstown. She will be remembered by her
children Danielle (Corey), Aimée, Jeremy
and Jelrey, her grandchildren Madison,
Zander, Declan, Mason and Everly, family
and friends.

Her generosity, kindness and distinct sense
of humour will not be forgotten.

In compliance with her wishes, a celebration
of her life will be held at a later date.

Funeral arrangements entrusted to
McGerrigle Funeral Home inc., Ormstown
Tel. 450.829.2214
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OBITUARY
MACLEQOD, J. Melanie (née Paul)

BIBLE HILL. It is with deep sadness and
a broken heart that I announce the passing
of my dear wife and best friend of almost 30
years, J. Melanie MacLeod, RN on March
12, 2022 in the Colchester East Hants
Health Centre, Truro. She was born on
March 17, 1956 in Huntingdon, Quebec,
the only child of the late J. Mervin and
Celmd (Frier) Paul.

Melanie is survived by her loving husband,
Brian MacLeod. Dearly loved and missed
by her father and mother-in-law, the Rev.
Clair and Enid MacLeod and brothers
and sisters-in-law, Kevin (Pam) of Salmon
River, Kent (Karen) of Bible Hill, Rev. Kirk
(Rev. Allyson) of Sutton, ON. She is fondly
remembered by uncles, aunts and cousins.
Melanie was adored by nieces and nephews
and many grand nieces and nephews.

Cousins were like sisters and brothers to
Melanie, who was known as “Google”.
Unconditional love was demonstrated by
Kathy (Andrew), traveling from Florida.
Her close friend, Nancy showed love
with a visit prior to her hospitalization.
Heartwarming support and encouragement
came from her dear cousins as well as from
her close nursing friends, known as [e]
Posse. All commented on the extraordinary
character of Melanie. She had a deep faith in
Christ. She has begun a new life in heaven
with no pain or su Lering.

Melanie was one of a kind and a
compassionate nurse for 45 years. She
nursed her patients’ physical and emotional
needs with incredible love and care, even
nursing others while she was not well; a real
testament to how strong she was.

She loved hosting friends and family in our
home. She was so creative in crocheting
out[sl and blankets for babies all over
this area. She talked about sacri [Cihg and
moving locations for someone you love. She
did that for me by moving from Montreal to
Truro. Melanie loved plants, nursing parties,
baby foals, baking and most importantly,
investing in peoples’ lives.

Special thanks to Dr. Phillips and Dr. Rowe
for caring for Melanie and special thanks
to Shannon Toole for always being there
for me. [anklyou to the Doctors and to
the VG and Truro nursing sta [Cfor valiant
e [orks to help my sweet Melanie.

Donations in Melanie’s memory may be
made to St. James Presbyterian Church or
the Canadian Cancer Society.

A funeral service will take place on Saturday,
March 26th at 2pm in St. James Presbyterian
Church, Truro with Rev. Kirk MacLeod and
Rev. Andrew Campbell o [ciating. Send an
email to st.jamestruro@gmail.com to obtain
link for livestreaming of service. Reception
to follow in the Lower Hall. Family [awers
only. Interment will be held in Geddie
Memorial Cemetery, Springbrook, PEI as
well as in Huntingdon, QC at a later date.

Arrangements have been entrusted to
Colchester Community Funeral Home, 512
Willow St., Truro, NS. Online condolences
may be sent to the family by visiting www.
ColchesterCommunity.com.
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Weaving local history, story, and art through beer labels

I Sarah Rennie

When the pandemic forced Trevor
Livingstone of Franklinis Livingstone
Brewing to close his tasting room, he
switched to canning and distributing
his brews practically overnight. This
pivot brought about another major
challenge: ensuring his brand would
stand out in the supercharged visual
environment of a beer fridge.

Livingstone quickly called on
graphic designer David Drummond,
who had crafted the farm breweryis
look from the beginning. Aspecialistin
book cover design, Drummond happily
agreed to partake and plunged head-on
into the complex but refreshing world
of beer labels.

The pair began working with stock
photos for the frst few designs, but
quickly changed course with the
revelation that Livingstone had a stash
of old family photos. “We thought it
would be really neat if we could connect
it all to Covey Hill,T says Drummond,
especially considering the brewery is

established in the Livingstone familyis
century-old barn which is nestled at
the crest of the Valleyis iconic peak.
As a brewer, Livingstone is known for
incorporating ingredients grown on
his familyis farm, as well as from area
growers, in his concoctions. Adding
some local favour to the labels seemed
like a perfect ft.

Rooted in local culture

Drummond admits it took some
time to orient the breweryis brand.
He began working with Livingstone
in 2016 to develop ideas, signage,
and a logo. “Those two hammers
[in the logo] i it is all about stone
masonry,T says Drummond, referring
to the Livingstone family trade. “Using
historical photographs [for the labels]
O itis telling his story.T

Concerning the labels, he explains
that “The challenge then was that we
couldnit just use some random family
photos. They had to be captivating as
well.T With colour added to the chosen
black-and-white images, “They had
to stand out, but they also had to say
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The smoked

maple porter label
features an historical
image of brewer
Trevor Livingstone’s
grandfather and
great-grandfather.

something about the
brewery.T
Livingstone is  well

aware of the complex task
he set for Drummond in
fnding the perfect recipe
for his labels. “I’m asking
David to encompass a
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BIERE BRUNE
ECOSSAISE

re brune écossaise est brassée
# notre corps de cornemuses

[ nand District Pipeband (la
e’ cornemuse du district d'Elgin).

PHOTOS Courtesy of David Drummond and Livingstone Brewing

A sample of the beer labels designed by Elgin-based graphic designer David Drummond for

Livingstone Brewery in Franklin.

whole culture in one can,T he says,
with a laugh. “He does a fantastic job
of getting across what | am trying to do
here,T he adds, suggesting the labels
have helped set the brewery apart in a
very competitive industry.

An evolving process

Drummond says the central idea
behind the designs has continued
to evolve with each batch of beer.
For example, when Livingstone
Brewing introduced its marquee
Covey Hill Lager this past year, the
label represented a slight departure
from the world of photography into
cartography. “There is a
vernacular out here that
we are all aware of,T says
Drummond, referring to
the highway numbers and
place names that make up
Franklinis geography.

To mark the breweryis
third anniversary this
month, Livingstone has
released a savoury new
beer each week. These
include an Italian Pilsner,
Saura, which is a farm-
house beer inspired by

traditional brewing methods and in-
gredients from Chuvashia in eastern
Europe, as well as a smoked maple
porter.

All the labels, while strikingly
different, continue to express a
connection with farming and family.
The porter label features a photograph
of James Watt and his son Melvin,
who is Livingstoneis grandfather,
collecting maple sap on Covey Hill
near where the brewery now stands.

Drummond says the photography
concept, while consistent in theme,
has also been broadened to refect the
originsand ingredients in the different
beers. The label for the Pomme Waller
blonde released last fall features
a black-and-white photograph of
apple crates from Walleris orchard
in Franklin. Another example is the
soon-to-be-released Elgin Scottish
Brown ale, which features an image
of proud Elginite and leader of the
Elgin and District Pipes and Drums
band, Wanda Goundrey, playing her
pipes in the company of a sheep. This
beer and its label are just the latest in
aline of locally inspired masterpieces
by a brewer and designer at the top of
their game.

Celebrate National
Volunteer Week with
The Gleaner

Share your appreciation for a
person, people, or organization that
contributes to our community. Weill

publish your message including a
photo or graphic in our April 20 print
edition and on our social media
platforms. Weill even mail a copy to
that special someone.

Options starting at $48.

For more information,contact
Lorelei by Wednesday, April 13:
promotion@the-gleaner.com or
1-844-450-5055 (712).
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