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Fire destroys Ormstown’s Express 57 restaurant
Campaigns are underway to help restore the beloved diner to its former glory

Ormstown residents awoke to the 

smell of smoke and devastating news 

on July 26, after the village’s Express 

57 restaurant was engulfed in flames 
overnight.

Firefighters were called to the scene 
shortly after 2 a.m. following reports 

from citizens as well as a second call 
sent automatically from the neigh-

bouring Abracadabra Early Childhood 
Centre.

Despite the intensity of the flames, 
Ormstown firefighters, helped by 
members of the Huntingdon, Howick, 
and Franklin fire departments, were 
able to contain the fire relatively 
quickly, and had it under control by 
3:30 a.m.

The apartment above the restaurant 

suffered significant smoke damage, 
and the daycare, which shares a wall 
with the restaurant, was forced to close 
for several days as smoke had also 

penetrated the building.

The restaurant’s owner, Claude 
Gervais, posted several emotional vid-

eos to social media depicting the fire 
burning as well as the aftermath inside 

the former dining area, which was re-

nowned for its retro look and memo-

rabilia. Gervais, who celebrated the 
restaurant’s 25th anniversary just last 

year, referred to the fire as his worst 
nightmare.

Community supports  
plans to reopen

Now waiting on his insurance com-

pany, Gervais has decided to reopen. 
“We have to bring back the restau-

rant,” he says, noting he is trying to 

pick himself up. “It is my life,” he says, 
of the beloved eatery. He also has a 

supportive community to fall back on. 
Within hours after the fire, an online 
campaign was launched to raise funds 
to help cover the costs of replacing the 
restaurant’s cachet of collectibles.

“In each community, there are al-
ways emblems, distinctive monu-

ments, that we particularly cherish, 
and for the Haut Saint-Laurent com-

munity, L’Express 57 has been one 

of those essentials for 26 years,” says 

Gabrielle Limoges, the director of Une 
Affaire de Famille.

She started the campaign on the 
Canadahelps.org platform with the 
goal of raising $10,000 to help Gervais 

get back on his feet. As of August 8, 
over $6,500 has poured 

in from donors including 
local business owners, 
fellow restaurateurs, and 

faithful clients. The fund-

raiser will continue until 
September 2 and can be 
found online at https://

bit.ly/3bFUq4L.
A second campaign 

to collect memorabilia 
has also been launched 
by Ormstown business 

owner Zoë Gillies, who 

posted an appeal for do-

nations on social media 
that had over 500 shares 

and reached upwards 
of 35,000 people in less 

than 24 hours.

“Claude has always been there 
when I started my business. He made 
a huge impact in my life,” says Gillies, 
who admits she has been blown away 

by the response. “We need to support 

each other,” she says, while noting that 
donations can be dropped off during 
business hours at her store, Le Grenier 

de Zoë, where she will hold the items 

until Gervais is ready to accept them.
Some community members are also 

working to restore salvageable mem-

orabilia from the restaurant so it can 
be returned once the business reopens.

Gervais says he gets messages of 

support every day and is generally 

overwhelmed by the outpouring of 

support from the community. “My 
customers and the people of the 
Valley are fantastic,” he exclaims, 
while admitting that the loss of so 

many antiques has been particularly 
heartbreaking. “The insurance will not 
cover any of that,” he laments.

Happy to be safe

Gervais says that while the exact 
cause of the fire is still under investi-
gation, he is thankful that no one was 

injured and above all that his moth-

er, who lives above the restaurant, is 

still with us. “My mom called me at 2 
a.m. saying she thought she could see 
smoke on the restaurant security cam-

era,” he says. Gervais arrived a few 

minutes later and, with the help of 

neighbour Patricia Lessard, managed 
to locate his mother and rescue her 
from the burning building. “I think 
that is what is holding everything to-

gether,” he says, of having been able 

to get there in time to save his mom.

Sarah Rennie

PHOTO Courtesy of Claude Gervais

Claude Gervais, the owner of the Express 57 in Ormstown, whose restaurant was all but 
destroyed by a devastating fire overnight on July 25. He has already decided to reopen.

PHOTO Courtesy of Claude Gervais

Fire destroyed the Express 57 restaurant, including the 
antiques and memorabilia that contributed to the restaurant’s 
cachet.



Desjardins is proud to support several organizations
and schools to help them carry out various youth
projects.

Our Desjardins Foundation Awards program is a
concrete example of this.
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supporting youth
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This and That in Town

(450) 264-4844 ~ 131 Chateauguay, H’don

Summer  

sale!  

In store only – select 
items 25-30%  

off!

Saturday, August 20  

from noon to 8 p.m.

at Jim Preimel’s,  

2075 Rte 203, Howick, QC

Performers include Valdy, The 

Co-Conspirators, Mia Kelly, 

Georgetown Racers, Fieldstone 

Reverie and many more!

VERGERS

ORCHARDS

1421 Route 202

Franklin Centre

450.827.2677

www.blairorchards.com

Bring this ad for 

a free piece of apple pie 

Saturday August 20th

or Sunday, 

August 21st

VERGERS BLAIR ORCHARDS’ 

Store and restaurant will open 
on weekends starting  

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20TH

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING SEPTEMBER 1ST

BLACK AND WHITE BAND STARTING SEPEMBER 4TH

Sounds of the Valley

This year’s beloved music 
festival presents Canadian folk 
legend Valdy, as well as the Co-
Conspirators, Mia Kelly, Fieldstone 
Reverie, Georgetown Racers, 
and many other performers, on 

Saturday, August 20 from noon to 9 

p.m. at 2075 Route 203, Riverfield. 
Tickets are $50 for the day, $25 
for the afternoon only, $30 for the 

evening; under 12 free, and senior 

discounts are available.

Discover flint knapping
On Saturdays in August, 

stone worker Mathis Arthur 
will be demonstrating the art of 

flint knapping at the Droulers/

Tsiionhiakwatha Archeological 
Site in Dundee in partnership 

with Archéo-Québec as part of 
Quebec Archaeology Month.

Corn roast with Claude 
DeBellefeuille

Claude DeBellefeuille invites 
all citizens to the first “Salaberry-
Suroît Deputy’s Corn Roast,” 
taking place on August 28 at Parc 
Salaberry in Valleyfield. Free corn 
and hot dogs will be available from 

11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Bring your own 
drinks and folding chairs.

Hemmingford Terry Fox Run
Hemmingford will once again 

participate virtually in the annual 
Terry Fox Run! Register online as an 

individual, family, or virtual team at 

run.terryfox.ca/2906. Walk, run, or 
bike your course by September 18. 
There will be markers identifying a 

5 km course on the Hemmingford 
bike path behind the rec centre 
during the weeks leading up to the 

deadline. You may donate online or 

contact Florence Ellerton at 450-
247-3374 to purchase a T-shirt or 
for more info. (Lucy Savage)

There may be treasures…
… At Ormstown’s St. Malachie 

Church Bazaar, Friday August 12 

at 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday, 
August 13 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at 

10 Bridge Street.

Fête des Barberivains
On August 20, beginning at 

10:30 a.m., Saint-Barbe will hold 
its village festival which includes 
a firetruck parade and activities 
at the municipal park, with a 
grillade lunch (11:30 a.m.), antique 
vehicle show, bouncy castles, face 
painting, kids’ theatre, firefighters’ 
waterball, chicken supper (Reserve 
early; $35, kids under 12, $15; Le 

Domaine de la Templerie, 5:30 

p.m.), dance (Jugband Trio, 8 
p.m.), and a bonfire (9 p.m.).

Call to local artists

Start thinking about your 

submissions… The MRC invites 
regional artists to submit works to 

the Salle Culturelle Alfred-Langevin 
on September 19 and 20 (between 9 
a.m. and 4 p.m., closed from noon 
to 1 p.m.) for a group show that will 
run from September 3 to October 30. 
This year’s theme is CHAOS.

Hazardous Household Waste

Those living in the Haut-Saint-

Laurent may bring household 

hazardous waste (HHW), electrical 
devices, electronics, small and 
medium-sized household and 
refrigeration appliances (less 
than 100 lbs/50 kg or 3 cu. ft.) to 
a HHW collection on August 12 
between 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m., at 
the municipal garage in Havelock, 
481 Route 203. All materials 
collected will be recycled or 
treated appropriately so as not 

to harm human health or the 

environment.

Revive your energy levels  
with qigong

The Aidants du Haut-Saint-

Laurent will be offering a free 

outdoor qigong activity at the 
Farmhouse Boutique in Ormstown 
on August 11 and in the park on 

Russell Island in Huntingdon on 
August 18. Both hour-long sessions 
will start at 10 a.m. The classes are 
offered by yoga and qigong teacher 
Francis Renaud and are financed 
through the Fondation J.A. De 

Sève. For more information, contact 
450-826-1243.

Exploratory visit into horticulture

The Centre de services scolaire 
de la Vallée-des-Tisserands 
and its Centre de formation 
professionnelle des Moissons-et-
Pointe-du-Lac, in collaboration 
with the Fédération de l’UPA de 
la Montérégie, will be holding the 
first of two exploratory visits into 
the world of horticulture at the 
Ferme Hubert Sauvé in Salaberry-
de-Valleyfield on August 19 and 20. 
The Récolte ton Avenir visit will 
offer a complete immersion into 
the world of horticulture, including 
fruit, vegetable, and flower 
production, both in the greenhouses 
and in the field. A successful 
first exploratory visit in animal 
production took place on June 17 
and 18 at Fermes Anderson Inc. 
in Très-Saint-Sacrement, where 
participants were given a first-
hand introduction into the world 
of dairy farming. More information 
on the series of visits, as well as a 

participation form, are available online 
at sejourexploratoireagricole.com.

Yoga in a field of flowers
The Aidants du Haut-Saint-

Laurent is launching its Yoga in 
Flowers event in celebration of 
its 25th anniversary and to raise 

funds to continue its important 
mission to prevent caregiver 
burnout. The event will take 

place on Saturday, August 27 
(or August 28 in case of rain) at 
the Au Beau Pré flower farm in 
Saint-Anicet. Yoga sessions will 
be offered by Francis Renaud at a 
cost of $15 per participant. Those 
who participate can tour the site 
and pick a bouquet of flowers (at 
personal expense). A food truck 
will also be available on site. The 

Aidants du Haut-Saint-Laurent 

will have an information booth 

and will be available to answer 

questions during the event, 

and donations will be accepted 
during all transactions at Au 
Beau Pré on August 27 and 28. 
More information is available 
online at: aidantshsl.org/en/

fundraisingcampaign.
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Dale & Ronald Ness, Kent McRae

5 Mill Road, Howick, Qc J0S 1G0
Tel: (450) 825-0002 Fax: (450) 825-0005

Metal roofing 
& siding

Drainage
pipe

T: 450.829-4227

F: 450.829.4248

garsd@oricom.ca

1471 Route 201, Ormstown Qc

Fuel injection - Mufflers - Brakes

Suspension - Air conditioning

I am looking for a 

territory to rent for deer 

and/or turkey hunting. 

One or two hunters.

Please contact me:

Tony 514-296-1600
tonarc@hotmail.com

S. POISSANT

450-802-9947

Franklin Centre

Renovations and repairs

of all kinds

Editor’s note: The reporter on this 

article is a member of the LBA and 

attended the meeting as such, but the 

reporting on the meeting was done 

with the permission of the LBA board 

and all members named herein have 

granted their explicit permission for 

the reporter to do so.

For the past three years, board members 

of the Livestock Breeders’ Association 
of the District of Beauharnois (LBA) 
have been discussing plans to update the 
dining hall facilities at the Ormstown 
fairgrounds. On  August 4, an information 
session was held for members in order 

to shed some light on the outcomes of 
those discussions to date.

About 30 people gathered at the 

fairgrounds to hear about the project. 
LBA president Mark Anderson opened 
by saying “We’re all passionate” 

about what goes on at the fairgrounds, 

referring both to the board and to the 

others gathered in the dining hall, adding 

that the aim of the evening was to have 

an “open discussion, a transparent 
discussion” about the future of the 
building while “[putting] everyone at 

ease” after various information had been 

circulating.
Board member Stephanie Maynard 

then took the floor, explaining that three 
years ago, they were encouraged by 
Desjardins to apply for the Fonds du 

Grand Mouvement (GoodSpark Fund), 
an initiative supporting projects that 
would make a substantial difference to 
the community. When the board began 
to brainstorm, Maynard said, it became 
clear that the central question was, 
“How can we serve the community 
while staying true to our mandate?” She 

clarified that under the guidelines of the 
fund, the financing could not be used 
to carry on with the activities currently 
being held on the site or to maintain or 

repair the existing buildings; instead, it 

needed to be devoted to a new project. 
“A lot of thoughtful process” has gone 
into the exploration, Maynard said, as 
the board met nearly every week over 

the past two years.

From the organization’s point of view, 
Maynard says that despite the record 
attendance seen this year, they “cannot 
just depend on the fair” to support 

the fairground and its maintenance, 
especially with other buildings such as 
the Industrial Building and the arena 
needing significant repairs in the coming 
years. The dining hall project would be 
the first in a multi-phase project, with 
the updated building generating revenue 

and activities which would help to fund 
these other repairs. The board members 

are reluctant to borrow to fund these 
big projects, and the financing from 
Desjardins would cover most of the 
costs of building a new structure.

The overwhelming concern in the 
Valley community, which was expressed 
by a number of those gathered for the 

meeting, was the plan to demolish 

the current dining hall and to build 
an updated structure on its existing 
footprint. Anderson assured those 

gathered that the “original plan was 

not to tear down this building; we did 

not want to do it.” But members were 
presented with recent reports from an 
architect and an engineer that outlined 
concerns about the building’s structural 
integrity, particularly of the second floor, 
whose walls show a substantial slant, 

and the roof trusses. Earlier this summer, 

the LBA board presented a request to the 
municipality of Ormstown to demolish 
the building, and the municipality’s 
urban planning advisory committee 

recommended that the request be 
accepted, with the final decision being 
reserved for once the file has been 
reviewed by the Ministère de Culture 
et Communications du Québec. The 
resolution from the municipal committee 
also noted there is no documentation 
classifying the dining hall as a heritage 
building.

The proposed new building would 

house a commercial kitchen built 
to the standards of the Ministère de 
l’Agriculture, des Pêcheries et de 
l’Alimentation du Québec (MAPAQ). 
The LBA’s intent is for it to serve as 
a four-season meeting place where 
community groups can gather, training 
sessions can be held (notably locally 
and in English, as things such as 
MAPAQ trainings are often held quite 
far away and only in French), and social 
gatherings and celebrations can take 
place. Board member Simon-Pierre 
Loiselle explained that during the 

exploration process, members of the 
LBA surveyed all the community groups 
they could think of about their needs, and 
the response was invariably that “They 

cannot find what they need here in the 
Valley in 2022.” Loiselle added, “There 

are so many opportunities we are going 

to create” through this project.
At several points during the discussion, 

members of the audience brought up the 
possibility of renovating the existing 

building rather than tearing it down. 

Phil Quinn, who sits on the committee 
devoted to the dining hall project, said, 
“It was made quite clear verbally by all 
contractors [asked] that it would cost 
more to fix than it would to build new,” 
and Maynard also reiterated the fact that 
the funding being considered would not 
be available for a renovation, meaning 

the substantial costs would have to 
come out of the LBA’s coffers. Peter 
Finlayson, who was one of the members 

present, said he was in favour of “using 

what we presently have,” and expressed 

his concern that the board appeared to 
be “in the process of tearing down our 
100-year-old structure.” He stated that 
the possibility of renovating the building 

“needs to be looked at,” and urged the 

board to look at the project as a “cost 
versus revenue situation.”

Member Cheryl Johnstone said, 
“It would be nice if all donors [to the 
previous renovations on the building] 

were consulted before now,” as the 
money they had donated in the past 

would be “chucked.” She suggested 
that the Ormstown Legion and other 

such buildings in the Valley had similar 
facilities to the proposed building, later 
saying that she wondered how much 
of the need expressed by the surveyed 

community groups “is because of 
misinformation.”

Another member expressed their 

feeling that perhaps the report spoke 

to the fact that the engineer knew the 
board was in favour of putting up a 

new building and that caused it to be 
somewhat biased, adding, “I’m not 
opposed to building a new building … 

[but] let’s not jump the gun and tear 

this one down.” To this, board member 

Scott McClintock replied that the report 
brought the opinion of just one engineer, 

and that there was always a possibility of 

getting another opinion. Anderson added 

that with the funding for this potential 

new building, “We have an opportunity 

in front of us, [but] we can say ‘no’ to it,” 
as nothing was settled yet. He added that 

the board “felt [it] could do something 
good for [its] members.”

Member Gordon Furey said, “I would 
think that the next step would be to have 

an estimate of the repairs and putting in a 

washroom” in the current building, also 
noting “It’s going to be an enormous 
expense to straighten the building up.” 

He lightened the evening’s mood by 

joking that there was nothing particularly 
notable about the architecture of the 
building itself, “except that it’s old!”

Maynard then addressed the suggestion 
of constructing a new building elsewhere 
on the grounds. Tearing down the dining 

hall “was not our first choice… [but] 
if we go and build a new building, this 

one will be last on the list, and it will fall 

down on its own by the time we get to 

it,” she said, explaining that being last on 

the list meant it could be up to 40 years 
before the LBA was able to devote the 
resources needed to fix it.

Anderson said that the intent of the 

meeting was not to ask anyone to make 

any decisions or to change anyone’s 
mind, and that “Nothing is written in 

stone.” Member Bob McEwen said, 
“Once the numbers start flying around, 
it will be a lot easier for people to 

make a decision,” referring to the fact 
that there is not yet an estimate of the 

costs of rebuilding versus renovation. 
Another member asked if there was a 

timeline for the project, and whether the 
municipality of Ormstown’s freeze on 
building permits would pose problems. 

Quinn noted that with the water and 
sewage lines already in place, having a 
dining hall rebuilt on the same footprint 

would work in the project’s favour.
Anderson finished the meeting by 

encouraging anyone with questions or 
concerns to get in touch with an LBA 
director. He said, “There are quite a few 
bridges left to cross,” but “Let’s keep 
this conversation open.”

Livestock Breeders’ Association of the District of Beauharnois

LBA weighs options for future of dining hall
Chantal Hortop

PHOTO courtesy LBA
The proposed design for the new dining hall building, which would occupy the same footprint 
as the current building, is shown in this artist’s impression. 
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125 years ago
August 12, 1897

ORMSTOWN: A pigeon, with a 

silver band round one leg, flew 

into the stable of Andrew Glen, 

Allan’s Corners. There are letters 
and figures on the band. The 

pigeon is still in that section.
DEWITTVILLE: Hugh Cameron 

got possession of a live brown 

eagle, that measures  6 feet, 

8 inches when the wings are 
expanded. He was captured about 
two weeks ago by means of a steel 

trap with a dead calf for bait.
100 years ago
Thursday, August 17, 1922

HOWICK: Since the sale of 
intoxicating liquor was prohibited 
last May, there has been a decided 
improvement in the reputation 

of Howick and vicinity and a 
drunken man is seldom seen on 

the streets.

SAINTE MARTINE: Last Sat-

urday Mr. Theodore Brault 
whilst moving a building from 

the river shore to the Bean 
River concession had one finger 
badly bruised by the rope while 

crossing the railroad track on the 
Bean River line road. It was quite 
a risky job to go over the track 
with the building, the R.R. track 
being so high over the highway 

it needed many blocks. It took 

more time than expected and the 
men had to work without dinner 

to clear the track for the down 
train.

75 years ago
Wednesday, August 6, 1947

DANCE – August 15: The 

first in Entertainment – ENJOY 
YOURSELF WITH THE Ormstown 
Canadian Legion Branch 196. More 
Grand Prizes – Jitterbug Contest 
– Waltz Contest. A “ROUSING” 
GOOD TIME COME TO THE 
Ormstown Industrial Building. Best 
Orchestra Available – Refreshments 
on sale. ADMISSION 75 cents. 
EXTRA LADY 25 cents.

50 years ago
August 16, 1972

HUNTINGDON: The 

Huntingdon Fire Department’s 

trucks have a new home … Mayor 
Claude Pilon said that he expects 
the [new town hall building] to be 

completed by “about September 
10.” He said work remaining to be 

done includes painting the offices 
in the new building as well as 

tiling the floors and partitioning 

the hold fire hall into offices.
ATHELSTAN: A sidewalk has 

been laid up to the swimming hole 

at the dam. The bathers ought to 

be grateful to the people who are 

responsible.

A step in the  

right direction
There have been some alarming 

photos shared across social media 
platforms of dead fish in the English 
River in recent weeks. There have 
also been several discussions 
accompanying these images 
on possible causes, with some 
unfortunate fingers pointing at the 
agricultural community.

Pesticide use is an important 
reality for producers throughout the 
Valley, where the successful harvest 
of conventional crops depends on 
a certain application of chemicals 
to reduce pest pressure. It is not 
an ideal situation, and many of our 

farmers are working diligently to 

reduce their pesticide use or to seek 
alternatives or more earth-friendly 

solutions.

The tendency to hold farmers to 
account for their environmental 
impact is largely unfair when we 
demand the highest quality food at 

the lowest possible price, and when 
so much of everyday life escapes the 
same kind of scrutiny. For example, 
the collective impact of travel to 
vacation destinations this summer 
likely dwarfs the environmental 

footprint of farmers over the same 

period, but this is very easy to 

ignore.

Something else we tend to 

overlook is the casual use of 

pesticides taking place in our own 
backyards across the Valley. The 
municipality of Ormstown has 
moved to address this issue and has 

done so in a way that is not aimed 

at shaming or negatively impacting 
its producers. The new bylaw 
regulating the use of pesticides 
within the village is, as Mayor 
Christine McAleer suggests, a step 
in the right direction, both for the 
environment and for harmonious 

coexistence with farmers.
The fact the municipality was 

not only open to meeting with the 

UPA, but that its representatives 
listened and then adapted the 

content of the bylaw according to 
comments made by administrators 
of the local syndicate, demonstrates 
a level of respect for farmers and 
the importance of their work that is 
relatively rare.

The reflex to work in partnership 
with the UPA should be 
commonplace at the municipal 
level of politics. One would think 
an openness to dialogue with 

different community groups and 
organizations would almost always 
lead to better and more inclusive 
legislation. This also highlights the 

crucial role citizens play in shaping 
municipal regulations.

Sarah Rennie

150 years ago
Thursday, August 15, 1872

OUT OF DOORS: “Do you really 

want to eat breakfast out of doors? Why, 

for gracious sake!” It was auntie who 
said it, they always do, and I wonder 
what in the world called forth that 
exclamation point. I am of opinion if 
she or any readers will try it, setting the 

table in a shaded place near the kitchen 
door, with green grass beneath, and a 

tree if possible overhead, they will 

thank me for the suggestion, although 

I hear them not. The morning air is so 
sweet these hot days, the flowers are 
more highly perfumed when laden 

with dew, and best of all, there is no 

trouble with flies. (Annie L.)

Opinion
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LOCAL SIGHTS

C.J. Kyle Ltd.
sales | parts | service

147 Chateauguay, Huntingdon
(450) 264-5321

 www.cjkyle.com

GET  

0%  
FINANCING 

FOR UP TO 60 MONTHS

ENDS AUGUST 31

+ SELECT OWNERS CAN GET UP TO  
$6,750  

IN TOTAL CASH DISOUNTS ON MOST MODELS CERTAIN CONDITIONS MAY APPLY

Artist John Ryan
Paintings, sketches – Commissions accepted

3340 Ridge Road, Godmanchester 

450 264 2231

Facebook “Artist John Ryan”

www.johnryan.ca

Within walking distance of downtown, CEGEP,  hospital 
and many amenities, a spacious duplex having 
belonged to the same family over the  years, offering  
a 4 ½ and a large 3 ½ apartment upstairs. Easy to 
rent anytime! Take advantage of this  
opportunity to become an occupying 
owner or as an investment!

121 rue Alexandre #21, Salaberry-de-Valleyfield, Québec, J6S 3K3

OFFICE: 450-371-8878 - CELL: 450 288-2384 - www.michellebourassa.com

MICHELLE 

BOURASSA

Real Estate 

Broker

VALLEYFIELD - DUPLEX

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONFIDENCE.

Meeting you, promoting your interests and 

representing you at the National Assembly has 

been a great privilege and an honour for me.

Photo of the Week: August 10, 2022

If you would like to see your photo 

featured as our “Photo of the Week,” 

please submit it to info@the-gleaner.com.

even more irresistible,” she says, while noting 
how challenging it can be to get close enough 
in a kayak to photograph the river’s wildlife. 
The green frogs don’t seem to be bothered by 
the presence of the kayak, while smaller frogs 
are more nervous and jump away. Muller says 
the river and its banks are full of life. “The 
water has been pretty brown this year, so it’s 
been challenging to see fish. The presence 
of at least one great blue heron, at least two 
green herons, three or four kingfishers, and at 
least two minks, all seen repeatedly in the ki-
lometre stretch that I routinely paddle, implies 
that there is enough prey to sustain them.”

PHOTO Lorelei Muller

Ormstown resident Lorelei Muller snapped this wonderful photograph of a green frog next to a 
water lily from her kayak while out on a midday paddle on the Rivière aux Outardes. “I’ve never 
met a green frog that I didn’t want to photograph, but when they’re posed near a flower, they’re 

Large crowds expected for Huntingdon Fair

From August 11 to 14, the 
Huntingdon Fair will be back for 
the first time since 2019. Secretary-
treasurer Tammy Arthur says that 

organizers are “expecting record 
attendance” this year. They’re judging 
their predictions based on “previous 
fairs, like Ormstown.” The last 

fair they had before the pandemic 
welcomed about 7000 guests, which 
leads Arthur to expect around 10,000 
this year.

Arthur says the fair will feature all 

of what it is best known for: “We’re 

going to have the rides, the petting zoo, 
the tractor pull, and the demolition 
derby.” On top of that, live bands are 

being introduced from Thursday to 
Saturday. Thursday night will feature 

the band West De Ville; then Friday 

and Saturday will each feature two 
bands for 9 p.m. and 11 p.m. sets. 

Friday’s lineup will feature Taboo, 

then Triple Rock, and Saturday will 
showcase Take 3 and Power Play.

The return of events like the fair 

allows people to “be a community 
again,” says Arthur. Events like this 

are part of the Valley’s identity: “It’s 
important for people to get to see 

each other again, and to have the 

community gather around to celebrate 
the 4-H Club and the agriculture in the 
area.”

After years of anticipation, it’s safe 
to say that this year’s fair will be one 

for the books. Arthur says, “I’m just 
excited to see all the people again 
and see the fairgrounds full.” Tickets 
are available on the fair’s website, 

foirehuntingdonfair.com. Admission 
is free for anyone under the age of 

three. 

Callan Forrester

PHOTO Gleaner archives

The demolition derby, which will be held on Sunday, August 14, is just one of the many events 
and exhibits that will draw crowds to the Huntingdon Fair. 
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ENVIRONMENT

■ RRSP

■ TFSA

■ LIFE INSURANCE

■ ESTATE PLANNING

■ RETIREMENT & 

 INVESTMENT PLANNING

 assante.com/advisors/tcote

30 YEARS OF 

UNPARALLELED 

QUALITY

CRAFTSMANSHIP

ONE-OF-A-KIND CUSTOM 

STRUCTURES THAT ARE  

BUILT TO LAST.

450-264-2327

www.HeirloomTimberFrames.com

Eden lots are wooded or not, min. 
of 30,000 sq. ft., at $3.50 per sq. 

ft., lower taxes for the first 4 years, 
electricity furnished right  

up to the lot.
ONLY 3 LOTS LEFT!

FRANKLIN

Central brick building, restored 
condition, on Chateauguay 

River, metal roof, well insulated, 
ideal investment, very little work 

to do, new two-storey wood 
garage! $349,500

ORMSTOWN TRIPLEX

Patrick Pietrykowski
Certified real estate broker

Two houses 
or three 

apartments  
& small 

new pizza 
parlour.

HINCHINBROOKE

Chartered Real Estate Broker with more than 40 years experience  
presently looking for properties for sale – please call or email me!

450.802.7200 / 450.829.2653 / patrickpietry@gmail.com

ROUTE 201, FRANKLIN: 229 acres of industrial zone land. Asking $1,000,000
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Beware of wild parsnip 
and giant hogweed

The Direction de Santé Publique de 
la Montérégie (DSPM) recently issued 
a warning concerning the presence of 
giant hogweed, a large plant with a 

white umbrella-shaped flower that, 
while attractive, can cause severe 
burns when picked.

The stem contains a toxic sap that 
reacts strongly to sunlight, making 
exposed skin extremely sensitive to 

the sun. The reaction, which is like 
a burn, is very painful. The DSPM 
suggests that while very few cases of 
human exposure to the toxic sap have 
been reported, it is important to be 

cautious around this invasive plant.
A more prevalent issue in the 

region is the spread of wild parsnip, 

an invasive plant in the same family 

as giant hogweed, that can produce 
similar burns when skin is exposed to 

its sap. “The plant is currently in full 
bloom, and it is easily distinguished 

by its size and its yellow flowers,” 
says Catherine Turgeon, the Union 
des Producteurs Agricole advisor for 
the Haut-Saint-Laurent syndicate. The 
plants can grow up to 1.5 metres tall, 
with umbrella-shaped flower clusters 
that are 10 to 20 centimetres across.

The plant is especially present along 
rural roads and in ditches. The Haut-
Saint-Laurent syndicate adopted a 
resolution in 2016 requesting that 

the Ministry of Transport, as well as 
the municipalities and the MRC du 
Haut-Saint-Laurent, work to limit the 

spread of the plant by coordinating 
mowing activities to avoid the spread 
of seeds. The resolution also calls for 

the creation and implementation of 
an eradication plan for wild parsnip. 
Given the continued spread of the 
plant, there is more to be done. “It 
really is everywhere,” Turgeon says, 

noting contact with the sap causes 
severe dermatitis “and the scars are 
significant.”

Should skin contact occur with the 
sap of either giant hogweed or wild 

parsnip, it is important to remove 

the sap as quickly as possible. Use 
absorbent paper without rubbing 

and wash the affected area with soap 
and water. A giant hogweed or wild 

parsnip burn should not be exposed 

to sunlight for at least a week. Contact 
Info-Santé (811) or the Quebec Poison 
Control Centre at 1-800-463-5060 for 
information on treating this type of 

burn. (SR)

PHOTO Sarah Rennie

Yellow wild parsnip flowers can be spotted 
along roadsides and in ditches throughout 
the Valley.

Ormstown adopts new pesticide bylaw

The village of Ormstown 

will soon be a pesticide-free 
environment.

The municipal council adopted 
bylaw #139-2022 respecting the 
uses and restrictions of pesticides 
and other chemical products during 

its regular meeting on August 1. 

The bylaw bans the use of over 35 

different fungicides, herbicides, 
insecticides, and rodenticides 
within the urban perimeter of the 

village, while allowing for the use 

of low-impact pesticides with a 
temporary application permit, and 
natural biopesticides.

Inspectors with the municipal-

ity’s planning department will 

be tasked with applying the by-

law, which imposes fines of up 
to $2,000 for individuals and 

$4,000 for businesses found to 
be applying pesticides outside of 
those allowed.

More information on the 
application of the bylaw will 
be made available by the 

municipality to residents in the 
coming days.

“We are very proud to say 

this is our first bylaw on 

the environment,” said the 

Ormstown mayor, Christine 
McAleer, immediately after the 
by-law was adopted. McAleer 
noted the decision represented 
significant work on the part 
of those concerned, including 
the councillors and different 
groups including the Union des 
producteurs agricoles (UPA) who 
made several recommendations. 
“We feel this is a step in the right 

direction,” she said.
The bylaw was adapted from 

a model developed by the 

Mouvement d’action regional en 
environnement (MARE), a citizen 
movement aimed at helping 

citizens and organizations with 
environmental projects. The bylaw 
states that “The use of pesticides 
results in the contamination of 
water, air, and soil, is detrimental 

to ecosystems, and may represent 
a health risk by reducing the life 
expectancy of those exposed 
to them,” while noting that in 

accordance with section 85 of 
the Municipal Powers Act, “The 
council may adopt any bylaw to 
ensure the general welfare of the 

population.”

 Ormstown is the first 

municipality to have adopted the 
bylaw proposed by the MARE, 
which was first tabled on May 2. 
The content has since been 

modified following concerns 
raised by members of the Haut-

Saint-Laurent syndicate of the 
UPA over potential impacts on 
farmers.

The UPA sent a letter to 
Ormstown producers who are 
potentially impacted by the 
pesticide bylaw, as well as 
a second (postponed) bylaw 
protecting trees within the 
municipality. It alleged that 
while the general wording of 

the draft bylaws stipulated that 

they would only apply within 

the urban perimeter, “A careful 
reading of the text indicates that, 
on the contrary, activities in the 
agricultural zone would not be 
exempt from certain provisions.” 
Most notably, the original bylaw 
draft included an obligation for 
agricultural producers to provide 
the municipality with pesticide 
registries on an annual basis. 

See PESTICIDES, page 8

Sarah Rennie
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Acknowledgement of Support – August 2022

The Chateauguay Valley Community Information Services, owner of 

The Gleaner, would like to gratefully acknowledge the Government 

of Canada for the following support:

The engagement of an intern for 2022-2023 has been provided 

through the domestic internship’s component of the “Young Canada 

Works at Building Careers in English and French” program, and 

funding for the “Tapping into New Markets” project, both of which 

have been made possible by the Community Media Strategic 

Support Fund offered jointly by the Official Language Minority 
Community Media Consortium and the Government of Canada.

Also, the financial support provided through the Canada 
Periodical Fund, Special Measures for Journalism 2021-2022, by 

the Department of Canadian Heritage.

Acknowledgement  

of Support

August 2022

The Chateauguay Valley Com-

munity Information Services, 

owner of The Gleaner, would 

like to gratefully acknowledge 

the Gouvernement du Québec 

for the following support:

Support for the “Quebec Con-

nect” project through which 

The Gleaner will assist un-

der-served English-speaking 

communities in the regions 

with developing their own 

community media. Funding 

is provided by the Secrétariat 

aux relations avec les Québé-

cois d’expression anglaise 

(SRQEA) as part of their Sup-

port Program for Organiza-

tions Serving English-speaking 

Communities.

NEWS

Local farm operations wanted for 

Saint-Louis River watershed project 
The Société de conservation 

et d’aménagement des bassins 
versants de la zone Châteauguay 
(SCABRIC) has launched a new 
agri-environmental initiative called 
the PAAR Saint-Louis project. It 
aims to support twenty agricultural 
businesses in the adoption of 

agricultural practices that improve 
water quality, promote biological 
diversity, and restore soil quality.

Participating farms must be 
operating in the Saint-Louis River 

watershed, which includes the 
municipalities of Saint-Anicet, 
Sainte-Barbe, Godmanchester, 
and Saint-Stanislas-de-Kostka. 

Producers who become involved 
with the program will receive 
funding from the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
(MAPAQ) for up to 90 per cent 
of the expenses involved in the 

implementation of the various agro-

environmental practices through 
the Prime Vert program.

A consultation and monitoring 
committee, composed of repre-

sentatives from municipalities, 
agri-environmental consulting 
groups, as well as producers, is 
being created. Several partners 
have also signed on to support 

the initiative, including the MRCs 

of the Haut-Saint-Laurent and 

Beauharnois-Salaberry, the munic-

ipalities of Sainte-Barbe and Saint-
Stanislas-de-Kostka, the Club 
agroenvironnemental du Suroit, the 

Réseau agri-conseils Montérégie, 
and the MAPAQ.

A similar project which was 
initiated in 2018 by the SCABRIC 
in the area of the Saint Regis 

River watershed has proven to 

be successful. To date, a total of 
11 producers have signed on to 
participate. An information session 
to recruit additional farms is 
expected to take place in the near 
future. (SR)

Massive fish die-off observed in English River
Reports of dead fish of all sizes 

and species floating down the 
English River began surfacing 
on July 14 when residents of 
Howick, Très-Saint-Sacrement, 
and Sainte-Martine started posting 
their observations online. As the 

number of dead fish continued 
to mount over the following two 

weeks, so too did the hypotheses 

as to what might be causing the 
alarming phenomenon.

The Société de conservation 
et d’aménagement des bassins 
versants de la zone Châteauguay 
(SCABRIC) issued a statement on 
July 26 referring to comments made 
on social media linking the die-off 
to the presence of pesticides in the 
water, saying this type of assertion 

was close to disinformation.
Biologist Geneviève Audet, 

who is the assistant director of the 
SCABRIC, noted several possible 
explanations for a mass mortality 

event including the impact of 
warmer temperatures. “In hot 
weather, especially just before 
dawn in shallow environments, 

aquatic plants consume more 
oxygen than they emit, which 
can cause fish to suffocate,” she 
explains, noting temperatures 

above heat-tolerance thresholds 
for fish can also result in death. 
Witnesses have pointed out, 

however, that water levels in 

the English River were not low 

and that temperatures were not 

exceptionally hot when the dead 
fish began to appear.

Audet explains that the use of 

pesticide sprays in the region means 
small concentrations of chemicals 
can wash into streams with rain in 
the spring when pesticide use is 
more prevalent. She admits large 

quantities of pesticides, when 
absorbed directly, can result in 
fish death, but suggests pesticides 
in small quantities are more 

likely to cause deformations or 
reproductive disorders.

Finally, the addition of 

organic matter, from outdated 
or non-compliant sanitary 
installations or fertilizers spread 
on residential properties or 

farmland, favours the growth 

of aquatic plants, especially 
in warm temperatures. “When 

nutrients are available in large 

quantities and when it is warm 

and light is available, aquatic 
plants have no limit to their 

growth,” says Audet, referring 

to the phenomenon known as 

eutrophication. This can deplete 
the oxygen concentration in the 
water available to fish.

The SCABRIC points out mass 
die-offs have occurred in the past, 
most notably in Missisquoi Bay 
in 2020 and in the Yamaska River 

near Saint-Hyacinthe in 2016. And 
while the exact cause of this mass 
mortality event remains unknown, 

the Ministry for the Environment 
and the Fight Against Climate 
Change has been informed and is 
investigating. (SR)

PESTICIDES 

from page 7

Ormstown responded favour-

ably to a meeting request by the 

UPA, and representatives from 
the local syndicate met with the 
council, director general, and in-

spectors, as well as members of 

MARE and the municipality’s en-

vironment committee, on July 7. 
A second letter was subsequently 
sent to Ormstown producers by the 
UPA; it reported on the meeting 
and voiced concerns over the man-

agement and interpretation of pes-

ticide registries, if the municipality 
followed through on requiring pro-

ducers to submit this information.

 “All of the requests by the 

UPA were integrated into the 
bylaw,” says McAleer, including 
an amendment to the section 
on pesticide registries that now 
requires farmers submit, only 

upon request, the annual registry 

they are already required to keep 

by the Ministry of Environment.
“It was a good exchange,” 

says Catherine Turgeon, the 
UPA advisor for the Haut-Saint-
Laurent syndicate.

“They showed an openness to 

meet with us, and they listened,” 

she says, noting the UPA hopes 
to develop this reflex in munici-
palities to work with the organi-

zation. “The experience with the 
municipality of Ormstown was a 
first step, and a positive one,” she 

says.

Is time running out on your 
Gleaner subscription?

Check the bottom of your  

address label to find out.

RENEW using the form on pg. 9

RENEW by calling 1.844.450.5055

RENEW online at www.the-gleaner.com
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Ormstown and has previously served 

as the director general and secretary-
treasurer for the municipality of 
Franklin from 2012 to 2020. He was 

interim director general in Ormstown 
from 2020 to 2021.

Gagnon says he is comfortable with 
the Conservative Party of Quebec’s 
positions and its leader, Éric Duhaime, 
and that the party’s proposals are in line 

with his views. He feels the region’s 

potential is not being adequately 

developed and that this is reflected 
in incomes far below the provincial 
average. “One only has to think of 

the recurring problems associated 
with dumping and backfilling by 
dubious companies,” he says. “From 
Hemmingford to Dundee, the region 

has become the dumping ground of 
Quebec, serving as a disposal site for 
waste and contaminants.”

For Duhaime, the addition of 

Gagnon to his roster of candidates is 
good news. “Every time I announce a 

new candidate, I am always touched 
by the confidence this demonstrates 
when people with heart and of stature 

decide to put their careers on hold 
because they believe in our message,” 
says Gagnon, who has seen his party 

take flight in the polls in recent weeks 
across the province. (SR)

NEWS
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Saint-Anicet mayor honoured 

by waterway coalition
The Great Lakes and St. Lawrence 

Cities Initiative named the Saint-
Anicet mayor, Gino Moretti, as its 
“member of the year” for Quebec 
during a recognition dinner held 
on June 23.

Moretti is currently the vice-
chair of the board of directors 
for the organization, which is a 
bi-national coalition of nearly 
150 cities or municipalities that 
rely on the Great Lakes and St. 

Lawrence waterway. The group 
actively involves local mayors 
in issues relating to governance, 
economics, and science, in terms 
of working with federal, state, 

and provincial governments to 
protect and restore the Great 
Lakes ecosystem. Moretti says 
he is deeply touched to have been 
recognized by his peers.

A press release published by 

Saint-Anicet on August 1 highlights 
the mayor’s dedication to the 
coalition and to the preservation 
of Lake Saint-François. Deputy 

mayor Anne-Marie Leblanc says 
the award recognizes Moretti’s 
“determination to invest in these 

issues.”

The municipality officially 
joined the alliance in September 
2020. (SR)

POLICE BLOTTERPOLICE BLOTTER

Passenger seriously 

injured in car accident

Emergency services were called to the 
scene of an accident on Highway 138 in 
Très-Saint-Sacrement around 8:30 p.m. 
on August 6. According to a report by 
Le Journal Saint-François, witnesses 

recalled seeing a sedan travelling at a 
very high speed on Highway 138.

Nicholas Scholtus, a spokesperson 
for the Sûreté du Québec, noted 
that according to initial information, 
the driver passed another vehicle 
before losing control of his car while 
approaching a curve. “The sedan rolled 
over before ending up in the ditch,” 
he reports. When police arrived, the 
passenger, a 33-year-old man from 

Sainte-Martine, was lying on the ground 
with serious but non-life-threatening 

injuries. The driver, a 23-year-old man 

also from Sainte-Martine, suffered 
minor injuries.

The road was closed until about 5 
a.m. to allow investigators to determine 

the circumstances surrounding the 
accident. The driver could face charges 
of dangerous driving causing bodily 
harm. (Paula Dayan-Perez – Le Journal 

Saint-François, translated by SR)

Big fines for speeding in the 
Haut-Saint-Laurent

Police officers from the Sûreté 

du Québec’s Haut-Saint-Laurent 
station have conducted several 
speeding operations in recent 
days. During the afternoon of 

August 7, officers issued a $879 
ticket and 10 demerit points to 
a driver in his twenties who was 

driving in 105 km/h in a 50 km/h 

zone on Route 209 in Franklin. 
A driver in his forties was 

pulled over during the afternoon 

of August 4 while driving at 132 
km/h in an 80 km/h zone on the 
Chemin des Prairies in Saint-
Anicet. The man received 10 
demerit points as well as an $816 
ticket. 

On July 30, a driver in his 

thirties received a $1,395 fine and 
14 demerit points for driving at 
160 kilometres per hour in a 90 

km/h zone on Highway 138 in 
Ormstown.

On July 21, at 8:25 a.m., officers 
fined a motorist $879 and 10 
demerit points on Route 138 in 
Très-Saint-Sacrement for driving 
at 146 km/h in a 90 km/h zone. 

The driver’s licenses of all the 
above drivers were suspended for 

seven days. (SR)

Area lawyer to run for the Quebec Conservatives
The leader of the Conservative 

Party of Quebec was in Napierville 
on July 28 to announce François 
Gagnon as the party’s candidate for 
the Huntingdon riding in the October 
3 provincial election.

A lawyer by training, Gagnon 

has professional experience in law, 

management and administration, 

education, politics, lobbying, and 
public relations. A college-level 
teacher since 1993, he specialized 
in the legal and ethical aspects of 
prisons as well as in municipal-level 
law and regulations. He currently 
works as clerk for the municipality of 

PHOTO Conservative Party of Quebec

Éric Duhaime, leader of the Quebec 
Conservative Party, announced that 
François Gagnon will represent the party 
in the Huntingdon riding in the upcoming 
provincial election.

Sparkling cars and shiny 

trucks and show well in H’don
Huntington’s very first Truck and Car Show took place on July 15 and 16 at the Huntingdon 
Fairgrounds. Organizer Kevin Denine explains that the idea came to be when it was an-
nounced that there would be no Ormstown car show this year. Though the event happened 
on the same weekend as various other events in the region, about 150 participants showed 
off their vehicles and there was a great audience turnout, especially considering it was the 
event’s first year. Food and drink vendors were present throughout the day to offer a vari-
ety of refreshments. The show did well enough that Dineen has confirmed that Huntingdon 
will host another next year, with plans to make it even bigger and better than before. (CF)

PHOTO Chantal Hortop
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*What is a 'zine, you ask? According to The Cambridge Dictionary, it is a small magazine that is produced by one person or a small group of people, and is about a subject they are interested in – derived from the word 'magazine.'

Glean-'zine *: Fun for all ages

Sudoku

1 2

Each of the nine blocks below must contain all the numbers from 1 to 9 
in its squares. Each number must only appear once in its row, column, and 
block. Each row and column must also contain the numbers 1 to 9 without 
repetition or omission (Answers at the bottom of the page).

1

Sudoku solutions

Come fly with me!
Next week is National Aviation Week! Each year, all things 

“aviation” are celebrated in August, around the date of Orville 
Wright’s birthday (August 19, 1871). Orville Wright was one of 
the Wright brothers, both of whom were important pioneers in 
the history of flight. Orville and his brother Wilbur flew the first 
manned, motorized, and controlled flying machine in 1903 in 

Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. Here are some other fascinating facts 
about these high-flying brothers:

• The brothers flipped a coin to determine who would pilot  
that first flight – Orville won the coin toss. Their father, fearing he 

might lose both his sons, had made them promise  
not to fly together. 

• A toy helicopter given to the brothers by their father  
inspired their interest in flying machines – they began  

building their own paper helicopters based on the toy, eventually 
improving on the original design.

• Neither brother went to college, though their sister Katherine did.

Paper airplanes: easy and difficult
EASY: BASIC

1. Fold the paper 
in half, crease, and 
then unfold.

2. Fold the top 
two corners to meet 
at the centre crease 
you have created. 

3. Fold the paper 
in half once again. 

4. Fold the edges 
down to meet the 
bottom of the body. 

VOILÀ!

DIFFICULT: JET FIGHTER
1. Fold the paper 

in half on the long 
side, then open and 
fold both corners 
down to the middle. 

2. Take the tip and 
fold it down, lining up  
the folded edge with 
the single edge on 
the same side. 

5. Fold the bottom 
triangle piece back 
up. 

6. Fold back both 
outer points of the 
triangle, tucking 
them in between the 
layers. 

7. Fold the plane in 
half away from you. 

8. Fold one wing 
down, and then 
repeat with the other. 
Crease up the edges 
of each wing at an 
angle.   

VOILÀ!

3. Unfold and 
repeat on the 
opposite side to 
create creases as 
shown.  

4. Accordion fold 
the creases to get 
this shape – it will be 
easier if you make a 
horizontal fold through 
the intesection of the 
creases you have 
made. 

2
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Please send your cover letter and resume to Hugh Maynard at publisher@the-gleaner.com 

We thank all applicants for their interest, however only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

ADVERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Work with local businesses to offer marketing solutions in  

The Gleaner’s print publications and online platforms. 

Required Skills and Experience:

• Goal-oriented with a positive attitude and a willingness to learn.

• Highly motivated self-starter with superior time-management and 

organizational skills.

• Excellent verbal and written communication skills in English and French.

• Must be outgoing and ready to take initiative in expanding The Gleaner’s client base.

• Able to build and maintain client relationships with exceptional customer 

service. 

• Team player able to multitask in a fast-paced environment.

• Strong attention to detail.

• Sales experience and knowledge of the local retail market are assets.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

REPRESENTATIVE

Represent The Gleaner at local 

events and in the community.

Responsibilities:

• Set up, staff, and tidy The 

Gleaner booth at community 

events.

• Greet visitors, sell editions and 

subscriptions, relay questions 

and comments to relevant 

team members. 

• Assist with other promotional 

initiatives.

The Gleaner is looking for 

people to join its ad sales 

and marketing departments.  

• Part-time positions with the 

potential to develop into full time

• Flexible hours 

• Combination of remote work and 

work in the community 

• Opportunity to join a dynamic team  

dedicated to local journalism

Check out the JOB BOARD on The Gleaner's website at  
https://the-gleaner.com/jobs/

TO ADVERTISE IN PRINT OR ONLINE, please contact  

LORELEI MULLER at promotion@the-gleaner.com  or 1-844-450-5055 ext. 712.

JOB BOARD

COMMUNITY

Chateauguay Valley weather report

by Peter Finlayson, Ormstown weatherman

August 1-6, 2022
August has continued on where 

July left off – hot and dry.
The average temperature for August 

is normally 20.2 degrees Celsius and 
has already reached 22.8 C after the 
first week. That’s the result of two 
days above 30 C and two more that 
were pretty close. The nighttime lows 
have also been warmer than normal, a 

trend that is forecast through the rest 
of the month.

Rainfall was almost non-existent 

in the past week, with just 0.8 
millimetres recorded and most of 
that from two heavy early morning 

dews. This means it’s been almost 

three weeks since the last substantial 
rainfall in many locales – a dry 
stretch that will hopefully be brought 
to an end early in the coming week 
with 25 mm of rain in the forecast.

The corn heat units (CHU) 
followed the same trend as the 

average temperature and are finally 
moving ahead of the normal CHUs 
for this time of year. There were 

163 CHU in the first week of 
August, with the prorated normal 

being approximately 148 CHU. 
The normal for the month is 768 
CHU and, since May 12, total CHU 
accumulation is now 2056 CHU, 
which is also slightly ahead of what 
would be expected for the date 
(2010 CHU).

Budding entrepreneur grows houseplant biz

Isla McNamee really likes 
houseplants. The nine-year-old had 

so many plants in her bedroom at 

her home in Godmanchester that 
she has gone into business. “I had to 
transplant them, and then we ran out 

of windowsills in our house, so we 

had to sell them,” she explains. And 

this is how Just Grow With It – Ça 
Pousse, her booming entrepreneurial 

project, was born.
McNamee produces spider plants, 

aloe, and jade plants. She pots them 

up in brightly coloured donated or 
recycled pots and showcases her 
wares at the Huntingdon County 
Farmers Market on Wednesdays. 
She also sells beautiful bouquets 

of cut flowers from her family’s 
garden.

When asked how she came up 
with the name for her business, she 

smiles. “We thought of so many 

names, and we called a few people 
to do a vote,” she explains, saying 

she quite enjoys running her own 

business. “I like it a lot,” she 
says, noting she has help from her 

parents and her younger brother, 

Charlie.
McNamee says she plans to return 

to the Huntingdon market a few more 

times before school starts up in the 

fall. She may also try to extend her 

season by making holiday wreaths 

using foliage and materials from her 

family’s farm later in the year.

So far, she has earned enough that 

she was able to buy herself an orange 

and blue tent. But not all the profits 
go directly to her pockets. McNamee 
says 10 per cent of her sales will be 
donated to the Chateauguay Valley 
for Ukraine group.

She says everyone should have a 

plant in their home, noting the first 
plants she received were a spider 
plant and a cactus for her birthday. 
“Everybody can do it,” she says, of 
caring for plants. “Just don’t over 
water them,” she advises.

Sarah Rennie

PHOTO Sarah Rennie

Isla McNamee sells houseplants and bouquets of cut flowers from her booth at the Huntingdon 
County Farmers Market on Wednesdays.



Desjardins est fier de soutenir plusieurs organismes
et établissements scolaires afin de les supporter
dans la réalisation de différents projets pour la
jeunesse

Notre programme des Prix de la Fondation
Desjardins en est un exemple concret

Tous engagés pour la
jeunesse
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Prix de détail : 2,61$ CDN + taxes
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Un incendie détruit le restaurant Express 57 d’Ormstown
Des campagnes sont en cours pour aider le restaurant à retrouver sa gloire d’antan

Les habitants d'Ormstown se 

sont réveillés le 26 juillet alors 
qu’une odeur de fumée recouvrait le 
village. La nouvelle que le restaurant 

Express 57 avait été la proie des 
flammes au cours de la nuit s’est 
répandue presqu’aussi rapidement 
que le braisier dont l’emblématique 
commerce à été victime.

Les pompiers ont été appelés sur 
les lieux vers 2 heures du matin 

à la suite de rapports de citoyens 
ainsi que d'un second appel envoyé 
automatiquement par le centre de la 
petite enfance (CPE) Abracadabra, 
voisin de l’Express 57.

Malgré l'intensité des flammes, les 
pompiers d'Ormstown ainsi que les 

membres des services d'incendie de 
Huntingdon, de Howick et de Franklin 
ont pu contenir l'incendie relativement 
rapidement, et l'ont maîtrisé à 3 h 30. 

L'appartement situé au-dessus du 
restaurant a subi d'importants dégâts dus 
à la fumée, et le CPE, qui partage un mur 
avec le restaurant, a dû fermer pendant 
plusieurs jours car la fumée avait 
également pénétré dans le bâtiment.    

Le propriétaire du restaurant, Claude 
Gervais, a affiché sur les médias 
sociaux plusieurs vidéos émouvantes 
montrant l'incendie ainsi que les 

séquelles à l'intérieur de l'ancienne 
salle à manger, réputée pour son look 
rétro et ses souvenirs. M. Gervais, qui 
venait de célébrer le 25e anniversaire 
du restaurant en 2021, a qualifié 
l'incendie de pire cauchemar. 
La communauté soutient le projet 
de réouverture

Désormais en attente auprès de sa 
compagnie d'assurance, Gervais se 
dit néanmoins décidé. « Nous devons 
ramener le restaurant », dit-il, en 

précisant qu'il essaie de se reprendre 
en main. « C'est ma vie », dit-il en 
parlant de son restaurant bien-aimé. Il 
peut également compter sur le soutien 
de la communauté. Quelques heures 
après l'incendie, une campagne en 
ligne a été lancée pour collecter des 
fonds afin d'aider à couvrir les coûts 
de remplacement du cachet des 
antiquités du restaurant. 

« Dans chaque communauté, il 
y a toujours des emblèmes, des 

monuments distinctifs que l'on 
chérit particulièrement et, pour 
la communauté du Haut Saint-
Laurent, L'Express 57 fait partie 

de ces incontournables depuis 26 
ans », explique Gabrielle Limoges, 

directrice d'Une Affaire de Famille. 
Elle a lancé la campagne sur la 

plateforme canadahelps.org avec 
l'objectif de recueillir 10 000 $ pour 
aider M. Gervais à se remettre sur 

pied. En date du 8 août, plus de 6 500 
$ ont été versés par des donateurs, 
notamment des propriétaires 
d'entreprises locales, des collègues 
restaurateurs et des clients fidèles. 
La collecte de fonds se poursuivra 
jusqu'au 2 septembre et peut être 
consultée en ligne à l'adresse suivante : 
https://bit.ly/3bFUq4L. 

Une deuxième campagne de collecte 
de souvenirs a également été lancée 
par Zoë Gillies, propriétaire d'une 
entreprise d'Ormstown, qui a affiché 
un appel aux dons sur les médias 
sociaux, lequel a été partagé par plus 
de 500 personnes et a atteint plus de 35 

000 personnes en moins de 24 heures. 

« Claude a toujours été là quand 
j'ai lancé mon entreprise. Il a eu un 
impact énorme dans ma vie, confiait 
Mme Gillies, qui admet avoir été 
époustouflée par la réponse. On 
doit se soutenir mutuellement », dit-

elle, tout en précisant que les dons 
peuvent être déposés pendant les 
heures d'ouverture de son magasin, 

Le Grenier de Zoë, où elle stockera 
les articles jusqu'à ce que M. Gervais 
soit prêt à les accepter. 

Certains membres de la communauté 
s'efforcent également de restaurer les 
souvenirs récupérables du restaurant 
afin qu'ils puissent être rendus quand 
le restaurant pourra à nouveau ouvrir 
ses portes.

M. Gervais dit qu'il reçoit 
quotidiennement des messages de 

soutien et qu'il est généralement 
submergé par l'effusion de soutien 
de la communauté. « Mes clients 
et les résidents de la vallée sont 
fantastiques », s'exclame-t-il, tout 
en admettant que la perte de tant 

d'antiquités a été particulièrement 
déchirante. « L'assurance ne couvrira 
rien de tout cela », déplore-t-il. 

Heureux d'être en sécurité 
M. Gervais affirme que si la 

cause exacte de l'incendie fait 
toujours l'objet d'une enquête, il est 
reconnaissant que personne n'ait été 
blessé et surtout que sa mère, qui 
vit au 3e étage du restaurant, soit 
toujours là. « Ma mère m’a appelé 
à 2 heures du matin en disant qu’elle 
pensait voir de la fumée sur la 
caméra de sécurité du restaurant », 
dit-il. M. Gervais est arrivé quelques 
minutes plus tard, et avec l’aide de 
sa voisine Patricia Lessard, a réussi 
à la sauver du bâtiment en feu. « Je 
pense que c’est ce qui fait que tout se 
tient », dit-il.  

Sarah Rennie

Traduit par Ian Ward

PHOTO Courtoisie Claude Gervais
Claude Gervais, le propriétaire de l’Express 57 à Ormstown a été victime d’un incendie 
dévastateur dans la nuit du 25 juillet. Il a déjà décidé de rouvrir son restaurant. 

PHOTO Courtoisie Claude Gervais
Le feu a détruit le restaurant Express 57, y compris les antiquités et les souvenirs qui 
contribuaient au cachet du restaurant.  
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La municipalité d'Ormstown 
sera bientôt un environnement sans 

pesticides. 
Le conseil municipal a adopté le 

règlement no 139-2022 concernant 
l'utilisation et les restrictions des 
pesticides et autres produits chimiques 
lors de sa réunion ordinaire du 1er 
août. Le règlement interdit l'utilisation 

de plus de 35 fongicides, herbicides, 
insecticides et rodenticides différents 
dans le périmètre urbain du village, 
tout en permettant l'utilisation de 

pesticides à faible impact avec un 
permis d'application temporaire et de 
biopesticides naturels. 

Les inspecteurs du service 
d'urbanisme de la municipalité seront 
chargés d'appliquer le règlement, qui 
prévoit des amendes pouvant aller 

Ormstown a répondu favorablement 
à une demande de réunion de l'UPA, 
et des représentants du syndicat local 
ont rencontré le conseil, le directeur 
général et les inspecteurs, ainsi que 
des membres du MARE et du comité 
de l'environnement de la municipalité 
le 7 juillet. L'UPA a ensuite envoyé 
une deuxième lettre aux producteurs 
d'Ormstown, dans laquelle elle rendait 

compte de la réunion et exprimait 
ses préoccupations quant à la gestion 
et à l'interprétation des registres de 
pesticides si la municipalité allait 
jusqu'à exiger des producteurs qu'ils 
soumettent ces informations. 

 « Toutes les demandes de l'UPA ont 
été intégrées au règlement », dit Mme 
McAleer, y compris une modification 
de la section sur les registres de 
pesticides qui exige désormais que 
les agriculteurs soumettent le registre 
annuel qu'ils doivent déjà tenir pour 
le ministère de l'Environnement sur 

demande uniquement. 

« C'était un bon échange », affirmait 
Catherine Turgeon, conseillère de l'UPA 
pour le syndicat du Haut-Saint-Laurent, 
en entretien avec The Gleaner. 

« Ils ont montré une ouverture à nous 
rencontrer et ils ont écouté », disait-elle, 
précisant que l'UPA souhaite développer 
ce réflexe de la part des municipalités 
à travailler avec l'organisme. «  
L'expérience avec la municipalité 
d'Ormstown a été un premier pas et un 
pas positif », témoignait-elle. 

VERGERS

ORCHARDS

1421 Route 202

Franklin Centre

450.827.2677

www.vergersblair.com

Apportez cette annonce pour un 
morceau de tarte aux pommes gratuit

le samedi 20 août 

ou le dimanche 
21 août

Le magasin et le restaurant des 
VERGERS BLAIR ORCHARDS 

seront ouverts le week-end à 
partir du SAMEDI 20 AOÛT

OUVERT 7 JOURS SUR 7 À PARTIR DU 1ER SEPTEMBRE

ORCHESTRE “BLACK AND WHITE BAND” À PARTIR DU 4 SEPTEMBRE

(450) 264-4844 ~ 131 Chateauguay, H’don

vente d’été ! 
En magasin 

seulement – 25-30% 
de rabais sur items 

selectionnés !

le samedi 20 août  de midi à 20h

chez Jim Preimel  

2075 Rte 203, Howick, QC

Les interprètes sont notamment 

Valdy, The Co-Conspirators, 

Mia Kelly, Georgetown Racers, 

Fieldstone Reverie  

et bien d’autres encore !

municipalité à avoir adopté le 
règlement proposé par le MARE, qui a 
été déposé le 2 mai par la municipalité. 
Son contenu a depuis été modifié à la 
suite des préoccupations soulevées 
par les administrateurs du syndicat du 
Haut-Saint-Laurent de l'UPA quant aux 
impacts potentiels pour les agriculteurs 
sur le territoire. 

Une lettre envoyée aux producteurs 
d'Ormstown potentiellement touchés 
par le règlement sur les pesticides 
ainsi que par un second règlement 
sur la protection des arbres dans la 
municipalité (dont l'adoption a été 
reportée) alléguait que si le libellé 
général des projets de règlement 
stipulait qu'ils ne s'appliqueraient qu'à 
l'intérieur du périmètre urbain, « une 
lecture attentive du texte indique qu'au 
contraire, les activités en zone agricole 
ne seraient pas exemptées de certaines 
dispositions ». Plus particulièrement, 
le document original comprenait 
l'obligation pour les producteurs 
agricoles de fournir à la municipalité 
un registre de pesticides sur une base 
annuelle. 

NOUVELLES

jusqu'à 2 000 $ pour les particuliers 
et 4 000 $ pour les entreprises en cas 
d'utilisation de pesticides non autorisés. 

De plus amples informations sur 

l'application du règlement seront mises 
à la disposition des résidents par la 
municipalité dans les prochains jours. 

« Nous sommes très fiers de dire qu'il 
s'agit de notre premier règlement sur 

l'environnement », a déclaré la mairesse 
d'Ormstown, Christine McAleer, 
immédiatement après l'adoption du 
règlement, notant que la décision 
représente un travail important de la part 
des personnes concernées, notamment 
les conseillers et différents groupes, 
dont l'Union des producteurs agricoles 
(UPA), qui ont formulé plusieurs 
recommandations. « Nous pensons que 
c'est un pas dans la bonne direction », 
a-t-elle déclaré. 

Le règlement a été adapté d'un modèle 
élaboré par le Mouvement d'action 
régional en environnement (MARE), un 
mouvement de citoyens visant à aider 
les citoyens et les organismes à réaliser 
des projets environnementaux. Le texte 

stipule que «  l'utilisation de pesticides 
entraîne la contamination de l'eau, de 
l'air et du sol, nuit aux écosystèmes et 
peut représenter un risque pour la santé 
en réduisant l'espérance de vie des 
personnes qui y sont exposées », tout en 
précisant que conformément à l'article 
85 de la Loi sur les compétences 
municipales, « le conseil peut adopter 
tout règlement pour assurer le bien-être 
général de la population ». 

Ormstown est la première 

Ormstown adopte un règlement 

pour encadrer l’utilisation des 

pesticides dans le village
Sarah Rennie

Traduit par Ian Ward
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NOUVELLES

Résidentiel - Commercial - Industriel - Agricole

Kirk Feeny 
Danny Kleefeld 
Josh Lambertson 
Lucas Murphy  
Dale Raithby

LEWIS MURPHY 

ELECTRIQUE 
en collaboration avec Equilube, 

Détaillant Autorisé, presentent

GÉNÉRATEURS 

DE SECOURS 

RÉSIDENTIELS

CONFORT. SÉCURITÉ. COMMODITÉ.
La marque la plus vendue de générateurs 

de secours domestiques
Assistance clientèle 24/7/365

MERCI DE VOTRE CONFIANCE.

Vous rencontrer, promouvoir vos intérêts et vous 

représenter à l’Assemblée nationale ont été un 

immense privilège et un honneur pour moi.

Au revoir !

Encan muet d’oeuvres 

d’arts locales
Afin d’aider trois organismes communautaires locaux du Haut-Saint-Laurent, la MRC du 
Haut-Saint-Laurent et l’artiste Barbara Walter organisent un encan muet afin d’amasser 
des fonds pour : la Petite Bibliothèque Verte, la Bouffe Additionnelle et la Fondation Betty 
Riel. Pendant quatre jours les 27 et 28 août ainsi que les 3 et 4 septembre prochain de 13 
h à 16 h, les tableaux de l’artiste autodidacte Barbara Walter, résidente de Hinchinbrooke 
et passionnée des paysages de la région, les participants pourront prendre part à l’encan 
muet. Les recettes des ventes seront partagées entre les trois organismes. Les oeuvres 
proposées seront également visibles sur le site: https://zenfolio.page.link/GGR8w
Pour plus d’informations, contactez Nancy Brunelle, agente au développement culturel de 
la MRC du Haut-Saint-Laurent au 450-264-5411 poste 238. (ID)

PHOTO gracieuseté de Barbara Walter

Levée de fonds:  

du yoga et des fleurs
C’est au beau milieu des fleurs, 

à la ferme Au beau pré de Saint-
Anicet, qu’aura lieu le 27 et 28 août 
prochain une nouvelle levée de fonds 
pour l’organisme local les Aidants du 
Haut-Saint-Laurent. Intitulée « Yoga 
dans les fleurs », l’activité a pour 
but de lever un minimum de 2 000 $ 

pour apporter du soutien aux aidants 

dans leur difficile accompagnement. 
Francis Renaud animera l’atelier 
yoga, au coût de 15 $ par participant, 
et ceux qui le désirent pourront 
cueillir un bouquet de fleurs (dépense 
à leur charge) et manger sur place 
grâce à la présence d’un camion-
resto. L’organisme sera présent sur le 

site afin de répondre aux éventuelles 
questions.

Depuis 25 ans, l’organisme les 

Aidants du Haut-Saint-Laurent, situé 
à saint-Chrysostome, se spécialise 
dans la prévention de l’épuisement 
des familles et proches de personnes 
malades, en perte d’autonomie ou 

handicapées. 
La ferme Au beau pré est une 

exploitation agricole située à Saint-
Anicet qui propose depuis 2007 des 
fleurs (vente en gros, auto-cueillette, 
etc), des bulbes ainsi que des 
abonnements (bouquets) qui a été 
reprise par Sarah Beaupré en 2020 
suite à la retraite de ses parents. (ID)

Mortalité massive de poissons dans une voie locale

C’est le 14 juillet que des signalements 
de poissons morts de toutes tailles et 

de toutes espèces flottant sur la rivière 
des Anglais ont commencé à faire 
surface, plus précisément lorsque des 
résidents de Howick, de Très-Saint-
Sacrement et de Sainte-Martine ont 
commencé à publier des remarques 
en ligne. La Société de conservation et 
d’aménagement des bassins versants 
de la Zone Châteauguay (SCABRIC) 
a publié une déclaration, le 26 
juillet dernier, faisant référence aux 
commentaires publiés sur les médias 
sociaux qui établissent un lien entre le 
phénomène et la présence de pesticides 
dans l’eau, déclarant que ce type 
d’affirmation frôle la désinformation. 

La biologiste Geneviève Audet, 

qui est la directrice adjointe de 

la SCABRIC, a noté plusieurs 
explications possibles pour un 
événement de mortalité massive, 
dont l’impact des températures 
plus chaudes : « Par temps chaud, 
notamment juste avant l’aube 

dans les milieux peu profonds, les 

plantes aquatiques consomment plus 
d’oxygène qu’elles n’en émettent, ce 
qui peut provoquer une asphyxie des 

poissons », explique-t-elle. 

Mme Audet explique que l’utilisation 
de pesticides par pulvérisation dans 
la région implique que de petites 
concentrations de produits chimiques 
se déversent dans les cours d’eau 
avec la pluie au printemps, période 
lors de laquelle l’utilisation de 

pesticides est plus intensive. Elle 
admet que de grandes quantités de 
pesticides, lorsqu’elles sont absorbées 
directement, peuvent entraîner la mort 
des poissons, mais estime que les 

pesticides sont plus susceptibles de 
provoquer des malformations ou des 

troubles de la reproduction. 
Enfin, l’apport de matières 

organiques provenant d’installations 

sanitaires désuètes ou non conformes, 
ou encore de fertilisants à base de 
fumier épandus sur les terrains 
résidentiels et agricoles, favorise la 
croissance de plantes aquatiques, 

surtout par température chaude. 
Cela peut réduire la concentration 
d’oxygène contenu dans l’eau et 
disponible pour les poissons.

Et si la cause exacte de la plus récente 
mortalité massive demeure inconnue, 
le ministère de l’Environnement et 

de la Lutte contre les changements 
climatiques en a été informé et étudie 
actuellement la question.

Sarah Rennie

Traduit par Sabrina Vaillancourt
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Reconnaissance du soutien – août 2022

Les Services d’information communautaire de la Vallée de la 

Châteauguay, propriétaire du Gleaner, tiennent à remercier le 

gouvernement du Canada pour le soutien suivant :

L’embauche d’un stagiaire pour 2022-2023 a été assuré par le volet 

des stages nationaux du programme « Jeunesse Canada au travail pour 

une carrière en français et en anglais », et le financement du projet 
« Exploiter de nouveaux marchés », tous deux rendus possibles par 

le Fonds d’appui stratégique aux médias communautaires offert 

conjointement par le Consortium des médias communautaires de 
langue officielle en situation minoritaire et le gouvernement du Canada.
Aussi, le soutien financier accordé par le ministère du Patrimoine 
canadien dans le cadre du Fonds du Canada pour les périodiques, 

Mesures spéciales pour appuyer le journalisme 2021-2022.

Reconnaissance  

du soutien

août 2022

Les Services d’information 

communautaire de la Vallée de 

la Châteauguay, propriétaire du 

Gleaner, tiennent à remercier 

le Gouvernement du Québec 

pour le soutien suivant : 

Le soutien au projet 

“Quebec Connect” par leq-

uel Le Gleaner aidera les 

communautés anglophones 

sous-desservies des régions 

à développer leurs propres 

médias communautaires. Le 

financement est assuré par le 
Secrétariat aux relations avec 

les Québécois d’expression 

anglaise (SRQEA) dans le 

cadre de son programme 

de soutien aux organismes 

desservant les communautés 

d’expression anglaise.
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Rue Strawberry, Hinchinbrooke, Province 
de Quebec, J0S 1A0, Canada, a déclaré 
son intention de se liquider ou demander 
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D’un foyer à l’autre 

Découvrez la taille de pierre
Les samedis du mois d’août, le 

tailleur de pierre Mathis Arthur fera 
une démonstration de l’art de la 
taille de pierre au site archéologique 
Droulers/Tsiionhiakwatha à Dundee 
en partenariat avec Archéo-Québec 
dans le cadre du Mois de l’archéologie.
Épluchette de blé d’inde avec 
Claude DeBellefeuille

Claude DeBellefeuille invite tous les 
citoyens à la première « Épluchette de 

blé d’inde des députés de Salaberry-
Suroît », qui aura lieu le 28 août au Parc 
Salaberry à Valleyfield. Du maïs et des 
hot-dogs seront offerts gratuitement de 

11 h à 13 h. Apportez vos boissons et 
vos chaises pliantes.
Il pourrait y avoir des trésors...

... Au bazar de l’église Saint-
Malachie d’Ormstown, le vendredi 12 
août de 8 h 30 à 16 h et le samedi 13 
août de 9 h à 14 h, au 10, rue Bridge.
Fête des voisins Barberivains

Le 20 août, à partir de 10 h 30, 
Saint-Barbe tiendra sa fête du 
village qui comprendra un défilé de 
camions pompiers et des activités 
au parc municipal, avec un dîner de 
grillades, une exposition de véhicules 
anciens, des châteaux gonflables, du 
maquillage, un théâtre pour enfants, 

une balle d’eau des pompiers, un 

souper au poulet, de la danse, et un feu 

de joie.

Collecte de résidus  
domestiques dangereux

Les résidents du le Haut-Saint-
Laurent peuvent apporter des résidus 
domestiques dangereux (RDD), des 
appareils électriques, des appareils 
électroniques, des petits et moyens 
appareils ménagers et de réfrigération 
(moins de 100 lb/50 kg ou 3 pi3) à une 
collecte de RDD qui aura lieu le 12 août 
entre 8 h 30 et 16 h au garage municipal 
de Havelock, 481, route 203. 
Ravivez votre énergie avec le qigong

Les Aidants du Haut-Saint-Laurent 

offriront une activité gratuite de 
qigong en plein air à la Boutique 
Fermière à Ormstown le 11 août 

et dans le parc de l’île Russell à 
Huntingdon le 18 août. Les deux 
séances d’une heure débuteront à 10 h. 
Pour plus d’informations, appelez au 
450-826-1243.
Visite exploratoire en horticulture

Le Centre de services scolaire 
de la Vallée-des-Tisserands et son 
Centre de formation professionnelle 
des Moissons-et-Pointe-du-Lac, en 
collaboration avec la Fédération de 
l’UPA de la Montérégie, organisent la 
première de deux visites exploratoires 

dans le domaine de l’horticulture à la 
Ferme Hubert Sauvé de Salaberry-de-
Valleyfield les 19 et 20 août prochains. 
De plus amples informations sur la série 
de visites, ainsi qu’un formulaire de 

participation, sont disponibles en ligne 
sur sejourexploratoireagricole.com.

de graves brûlures lorsqu’elle est 

cueillie.
La tige contient une sève toxique 

qui réagit fortement à la lumière 
du soleil, rendant la peau exposée 
extrêmement sensible aux rayons 
UV. La réaction, qui s’apparente à 
une brûlure, est très douloureuse. La 

DSPM suggère que, bien que très 
peu de cas d’exposition humaine à la 
sève toxique aient été signalés, il est 
important d’être prudent autour de 
cette plante envahissante.

Un problème plus répandu dans la 
région est la propagation du panais 
sauvage, une plante envahissante 

de la même famille que la berce 
du Caucase, qui peut produire des 
brûlures similaires lorsque la peau 

est exposée à sa sève. « La plante est 
actuellement en pleine floraison et on 
la distingue facilement par sa taille et 
ses fleurs jaunes », explique Catherine 

Turgeon, conseillère de l’Union 
des producteurs agricoles pour le 
syndicat du Haut-Saint-Laurent. Les 
plantes peuvent atteindre jusqu’à 1,5 
mètre de hauteur, avec des grappes de 
fleurs en forme de parapluie de 10 à 
20 centimètres de diamètre.

La plante est surtout présente le 
long des chemins ruraux et dans les 
fossés. Le syndicat du Haut-Saint-
Laurent avait adopté une résolution 
en 2016 demandant au ministère des 

Transports, ainsi qu’aux municipalités 
et à la MRC du Haut-Saint-Laurent, de 
travailler à limiter la propagation de la 
plante en coordonnant les activités de 
fauchage pour éviter la dissémination 
des graines. La résolution demande 
également la création et la mise 
en œuvre d’un plan d’éradication 
du panais sauvage. Étant donné la 
propagation continue de la plante, le 
travail ne fait que commencer.

Attention au panais sauvage et à la berce du Caucase

La Direction de Santé Publique de 
la Montérégie (DSPM) a récemment 
émis un avertissement concernant 
la présence de la berce du Caucase, 
une grande plante avec une fleur 
blanche en forme de parapluie qui, 
bien qu’attrayante, peut causer 

Sarah Rennie

Traduit par Ian Ward
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Un couple fête son 75e anniversaire de mariage

Jean et Joséphine Taillefer ont 
célébré leur 75e anniversaire de 
mariage le 2 août à la Résidence 
Riviera à Huntingdon, où l'heureux 
couple vit ensemble en bonne santé.

Après s'être fréquentés pendant 
quatre ans, au cours desquels Jean 
faisait plusieurs heures de voiture 

à cheval depuis Athelstan pour 
rencontrer Joséphine, qui vivait 
alors à Saint-Anicet, le couple 
s'est marié à l'église catholique 

St-Joseph de Huntingdon en 

1947.
Le couple a vécu ensemble 

en ville pendant un an, avant de 

déménager à Godmanchester sur 
la ferme familiale qui appartenait 

au grand-père de Jean, Daniel 

Gauthier. Jean a travaillé pendant 42 
ans à la Huntingdon Woolen Mills, 
mais il est resté dévoué à la ferme 
familiale, travaillant sans relâche 
pour équilibrer ses responsabilités.

Ils ont accueilli leur premier 
enfant, un garçon, en 1948, et 11 

Sarah Rennie

Traduit par Ian Ward

PHOTO Courtoisie Chantal Pidgeon

Jean et Joséphine Taillefer ont célébré leur anniversaire de diamant entourés de plusieurs de 
leurs 12 enfants à Huntingdon, le 2 août dernier.

autres enfants, dont six filles et 
cinq garçons, ont suivi au cours des 
vingt années suivantes. L'union de 
Joséphine (98 ans) et de Jean (96 ans) 

a donné naissance à 66 descendants 
directs. Ils sont maintenant les fiers 
grands-parents de 29 petits-enfants 

et de 25 arrière-petits-enfants.

PHOTO Courtoisie Chantal Pidgeon

Les Taillefer se sont mariés à Huntingdon en 1947.
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MUSIQUE

Hommage à 
Romuald Quenneville

Déjà un an, le 5 août 2021 que Romuald 
Quenneville nous a quitté pour un 
monde meilleur nous espérons. Merci à 
M. l’abbé Gabriel Clément pour le beau 
sermon aux funérailles, c’était son ami. 
Merci à tous ceux qui ont témoigné des 
marques de sympathies, cartes, fleurs, 
visites au salon à l’église et au cimetière 
de Ste-Agnès-de-Dundee.

Aline, son épouse depuis 65 ans,  
et sa famille

AVIS DE DÉCÈS 
NIEUWENHOF, Gerardus “Gerry” 

C’est avec une profonde tristesse que 
nous vous annonçons le décès de 
M. Gerardus “Gerry” Nieuwenhof, 
né le 6 août 1959. Gerry est décédé 
paisiblement, à Montréal, à l’âge de 
62 ans après une longue et courageuse 
bataille le dimanche 24 juillet 2022. 
Gerry est prédécédé de ses parents Fred 
Nieuwenhof et Petronella Knoops. 
Il laisse dans le deuil sa femme de 26 
années, Brigitte Madlener, ses enfants 
Martina (Eric Roy), Christopher (Chloé 
Mallette) et Julia, ses petits-enfants 
Florence, Morgan et Sabrina ainsi que sa 
filleule Véronic et son filleul Bas. Il laisse 
également dans le deuil sa belle-mère, 
Elisabeth Madlener, ses frères et sœurs 
Wilma (Marius Trépanier), Jane (Daniel 
Montpetit), Justin (Debbie Dohmen), 
Adrian (Denise Brisson), Anthony 
(Maryse Brisson) et Freddie (Melissa-
Magdalena Spénard), plusieurs nièces et 
neveux, ses beaux-frères et belles-sœurs, 
ses cousins au Canada et aux Pays-Bas, sa 
famille et ses amis. La famille a accueilli 
parents et amis le samedi, 6 août 2022 
au Salon Funéraire Rodrigue Montpetit 
& Fils Inc. 170, rue Châteauguay, 
Huntingdon, Québec, 450-264-5331. 
Une célébration de sa vie a eu lieu, le 
jour de son anniversaire, le samedi 6 août 
à l’église Saint-Joseph de Huntingdon. 
Une cérémonie d’inhumation privée 
aura lieu au cimetière de Sainte-Agnès-
de-Dundee à une date ultérieure. La 
famille tient à remercier les infirmières 
en soins à domicile du CLSC ainsi 
que le personnel des soins intensifs du 
CHUM pour leurs soins, leur soutien 
ainsi que leur compassion. Au lieu de 
fleurs, des dons en sa mémoire peuvent 
être faits à la Fondation du CHUM en 
ligne au www.imakeanonlinedonation.
org/fondationduchum/. Les messages 
de sympathie peuvent être transmis au 
www.rodriguemontpetitfils.com

« Le but ultime de l’agriculture n’est pas 
la culture des récoltes, mais la culture et la 

perfection des êtres humains. »  
— Masanobu Fukuoka

Rodrigue Montpetit  
et Fils Inc. 

Avis de décès

En memoire

Résidence Funéraire
McGerrigle Inc. 

70 Lambton, Ormstown Qc • (450) 829-2214
www.mcgerrigle.com

Incinération

Pré-arrangements

Propriétaire: Ilse Laliberté

Un nouvel album pour une artiste jazz de Sainte-Barbe

La région a gagné une musicienne 
de plus ; Asaphe Micaelle Jean 
Louis, connue sous son nom de 
scène, Az, est une musicienne de 
jazz originaire d’Haïti. En 2018, 

elle a fait le choix de s’installer au 
Canada et a vécu quelques années 
à Longueuil avant de déménager à 
Sainte-Barbe en juillet 2021. Plus 
tôt cet été, le lancement de son 
nouvel album avait lieu à Sainte-
Barbe. De nombreuses personnes 
ont assisté à cette soirée, dont les 
députées Claude DeBellefeuille et 
Claire Isabelle.

La décision de déménager à 
Sainte-Barbe a été influencée par 
le fait qu’Az est une « fille de la 
campagne » autoproclamée. Elle est 
venue au Canada avec son mari dans 
le but de « trouver un endroit un peu 
plus accueillant, où [ils pourraient] 
être proches des gens et faire partie 
de la communauté ». Après avoir fait 
des recherches sur plusieurs régions 
en périphérie de Montréal, ils ont 
découvert le Haut-Saint-Laurent et 
ont réalisé que c’était le genre de 
région qu’ils recherchaient.

Az raconte qu’elle a toujours 
chanté, bien qu’elle soit 
principalement autodidacte. Elle 
a suivi quelques cours en Haïti et 
au Canada, mais a compris dès 
son plus jeune âge qu’elle devait 
surtout se former elle-même. Elle 
mentionne qu’en grandissant, elle a 

« toujours joué de la musique dans 
divers endroits tels que l’église, au 
sein d’organisations culturelles, 
à l’école et lors d’activités 
parascolaires ». Cependant, la 
poursuite de la musique à titre de 
profession n’était pas possible 
lorsqu’elle était plus jeune : « 
Malheureusement, en Haïti, ce 
n’était pas vraiment une carrière [à 
ma portée] ; mes parents n’avaient 
pas les ressources nécessaires pour 
m’aider à créer une carrière dans la 
musique », explique-t-elle. C’est en 
2015 qu’elle a vraiment fait le choix 
de suivre sa passion et de faire de la 

musique une activité plus sérieuse.

Son nom de scène, Az, a diverses 
origines. D’un point de vue 

phonétique, il ressemble à la première 
syllabe de son prénom, Asaphe, 
et il reflète également le genre de 
musique qu’elle crée. Bien qu’elle 
soit principalement connue comme 
musicienne de jazz, elle incorpore 
de nombreux styles de musique à 
ce qu’elle compose, de sorte que le 
nom est une façon insolente de dire 

qu’elle fait « un peu de tout, et que 
c’est en quelque sorte des styles de 
musique de A à Z ».

En juillet 2022, Az a sorti un 
album intitulé Par Amour, qui se 
concentre sur le thème de l’amour 
et de son pouvoir. Il s’agit de son 
deuxième album, qui fait suite 

à son disque de 2019, Sonje. Le 
processus d’enregistrement de 
Par Amour a été extrêmement 
différent de celui de Sonje, qui a 
été enregistré en Haïti. Cette fois-
ci, bien qu’elle ait tout de même 
collaboré avec des musiciens 
haïtiens, elle a enregistré ses 
parties ici, au Canada, où elle avait 
accès à une meilleure technologie. 
Elle est très enthousiaste à l’idée 
de partager un album auquel elle 

est très attachée : « Sur cet album, 
je me suis un peu plus investie ; 

c’était vraiment ce que je voulais 

faire et dire. Je l’ai associé à 
quelque chose qui me représentait 
», raconte-t-elle.

Il est possible de trouver Az 
sur Instagram et Facebook sous 
le pseudonyme @az.artiste. En 
ce moment, elle envisage de se 
produire au Festival Terre Ferme de 

Godmanchester, en septembre, et 
compte partir en tournée plus tard 
à l’automne : « Je veux créer un 
spectacle grandiose pour l’album 
qui sera en tournée, mais ce ne sera 
pas avant octobre ou novembre 
», indique-t-elle. Pour l’instant, 

le meilleur moyen pour suivre 

ses événements est de consulter 
les médias sociaux. On retrouve 
également sa musique sur divers 
services de diffusion de musique 
tels que Spotify et Apple Music.

À tous les musiciens qui espèrent 
faire de leur art une carrière, Az dit 
ceci : « Comme pour tout dans la 
vie, il faut de la persistance et de la 
détermination. Foncez et découvrez 
ce qui vient de l’intérieur pour 
atteindre vos objectifs ». Elle est 
immensément reconnaissante du 
soutien qu’elle a reçu dans la région : 
« Merci à la communauté et aux 
gens, en particulier à la municipalité 
de Sainte-Barbe, pour leur soutien 
et leur accueil », ajoute-t-elle.

Callan Forrester

Traduit par Sabrina Vaillancourt

PHOTO courtoisie de Asaphe Micaelle Jean Louis

Az s’est produite le 23 juillet dernier lors de la soirée de lancement de son nouvel album. 
L’artiste de jazz a pour projet de faire une tournée dans la région plus tard dans l’année.
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ARTS AND LIFE

Sainte-Barbe jazz artist launches new album

The Valley has gained one more 

talented musician. Asaphe Micaelle 
Jean Louis, known by her stage 

name, Az, is a jazz musician who 
is originally from Haiti. In 2018 
she moved to Canada and spent the 
first few years in Longueuil before 
moving to Sainte Barbe in July 
2021. Earlier this summer, Sainte-

Barbe was the location of the launch 
party for her new album. The party 

was attended by many, including 
Salaberry-Suroît MP Claude 
DeBellefeuille and Huntingdon 
MNA Claire Isabelle.

The decision to move to Sainte-
Barbe was inspired by Az being a 
self-proclaimed “farm girl.” She 
moved to Canada with her husband 
and says they “wanted to find a place 
that was a bit more welcoming and 
where we can be close to people and 
be a part of the community.” After 
researching various areas outside 
Montreal, they came across the 
Valley and realized it was the kind 
of region they were looking for.

Az says she has been singing her 
entire life, though she is primarily 

self-taught. She has taken a few 

courses both in Haiti and Canada but 
learned from a young age to mainly 

teach herself. Growing up, she says 
she “always did music at places 
like church, cultural organizations, 
and at school and extracurriculars.” 
However, pursuing music as a 
profession wasn’t really presented 

as an opportunity when she was 

younger. “Unfortunately, in Haiti, 
it wasn’t really [available to me as] 

a career; my parents didn’t have 
the resources to help [me] create 
a career in music.” It was in 2015 
that she really made the choice to 
follow her passion and turn music 
into a more serious pursuit.

Her stage name, Az, stems from 
a couple of different origins. 
Phonetically it sounds like the first 
syllable of her first name, Asaphe; 
it also represents the genre of music 
Az creates. Though she is mainly 
known as a jazz musician, she 
incorporates many styles of music 
into what she writes, so the name 

provides a cheeky way of saying 
that she does “a bit of everything, 

so it’s like music from A to Z.”
In July of 2022, Az released an 

album called Par Amour, which 
focuses on the theme of love and its 
power. This was her second album; 
it follows her 2019 record, Sonje. 

The process of recording Par Amour 

was extremely different from Sonje, 

which was recorded in Haiti. This 
time around she still collaborated 
with Haitian musicians, but she 
recorded her parts here in Canada 
where she had access to more 
technology. She’s very excited to 
be sharing an album that she feels 

so connected to. “On this album I 
gave it a bit more. It was really what 
I wanted to do and say… I aligned 
it with something that represented 

me.”

Az can be found on Instagram and 
Facebook at the handle @az.artiste. 
She currently has plans to perform 
at the Festivale Terre Ferme in 

Godmanchester in September, and 
to tour later in the fall. “I want to 
create a great show for the album 
which will be on tour, but that 

Callan Forrester

won’t be until about October or 
November.” For now, the best 

way to keep up with her events is 

through social media. Her music 
can also be found on various music 
streaming services like Spotify and 
Apple Music.

To any musicians who are hoping 
to pursue their art as a career Az 
says, “Like everything in life it takes 

persistence and determination… 
Buckle down and see what comes 
from within so you can achieve your 
goals.” She is immensely grateful 

for the support she has received 
from the Valley and adds, “Thank 

you to the community and the 
people, especially the municipality 
of Sainte-Barbe, for their support 
and welcome.” 

PHOTO Courtesy of Asaphe Micaelle Jean Louis

Az performed at the launch party for her new album on July 23. The jazz artist has plans to 
tour the area later in the year.

Silent art auction will benefit three local organizations

The Alfred Langevin Cultural 
Hall in Huntingdon will be hosting 

a silent auction of paintings by 
artist Barbara Walter over two 
weekends, August 27 and 28 and 
September 3 and 4, from 1 to 4 
p.m.

A self-taught artist, Walter has 

drawn on her experience as a 
window display artist to compose 
her paintings depicting the beauty 
of the natural environment. 

Watercolour on Arches paper is 
her primary medium. She has 

spent the last four years painting 

landscapes around her home 
in Hinchinbrooke where she 
lives with her husband on his 

family farm. “I am inspired by 
the environment that surrounds 

us and am grateful to be living 

here,” she says.

The decision to offer her 
paintings up for auction to 
benefit three local non-profit 
organizations stems from a 
desire to “contribute directly to 
the community.” She says she 
thought of a silent auction as 
being “more elegant.”

57 of Walter’s paintings have 

been mounted and framed in 

her studio using recycled and 
refurbished frames and glass. 

Each is signed with the nickname 
“Ulla,” which refers to her given 
first name, Ulrike. Proceeds from 
the auction will be donated to The 
Little Green Library, La Bouffe 
Additionelle, and The Betty Riel 
Foundation. Participants will be 
encouraged to bid on the different 
paintings while identifying which 
organization they would like to 
benefit from their contribution, 
should they win.

The paintings available for 

auction can be viewed online 
at https://zenfolio.page.link/
GGR8w 

For more information, contact 
Nancy Brunelle, the MRC du 
Haut-Saint-Laurent’s cultural 
development agent, at 450-264-
5411, extension 238.

Sarah Rennie

PHOTO Courtesy of Barbara Walter

One of Hinchinbrooke artist Barbara Walter’s paintings which will be auctioned for 
charity. The auction will take place at Salle Alfred Langevin on August 27 and 28, and 
September 3 and 4.
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Motorcycle enthusiasts ride on in to 
celebrate 30 years of the CVMG Rally

It was a perfect July day. The sun 
peeped from behind the clouds from 
time to time and the temperature 

was in the high 20s. The Canadian 
Vintage Motorcycle Group (CVMG 
Montreal) Expo Moto Rally returned 
to Hinchinbrooke to celebrate its 30-
year anniversary. This event had been 

delayed two years because of the 
pandemic, so motorcycle enthusiasts 
were eager to assemble to take part in 

the weekend-long activities. Various 
clubs were in attendance, including 
CVMG Estrie, Club de Vieilles Motos 
Anglaises du Quebec (CVMAQ), the 
Ontario Vincent Owners Club, the 
Association Motos Anciennes du 
Quebec (AMAQ), the Vintage Road 
Racing Association (VRRA), CVMG 
Ottawa, and Hog Chateauguay, along 
with bike lovers from across Canada 
and parts of the U.S. On Saturday, 
July 30, there were over 900 visitors 

on the 10-acre field.
The man behind the rally

Eric Pritchard, a longtime CVMG 
Montreal member, has opened 
his home to the event since its 
beginning. In 1988, the national 
organization, CVMG, formed its 
Montreal section, and in 1991 the 
first Expo Moto Rally took place 
on Pritchard’s Hinchinbrooke farm. 
He explains that many charities and 
institutions benefit from the event: 
“Our main charities are the Montreal 

Children’s Hospital and the local 
Ormstown Hospital [The Barrie 
Memorial], and we have donated 
to the local food bank, prostate 
cancer [research], local Scouts, and 
therapeutic horseback riding for 
kids. We are proud that our small 

club donated around $35,000 to these 
charities over the last ten years.”

Born in England, Pritchard moved 
to Canada in 1979. He and his wife, 
Ariane Triana-Pritchard, bought 
their farm in 1983. Pritchard has been 
hooked on motorcycles since the 
tender age of 16, when he received 
his first bike – a British Triumph. 
“My dream was to ride in motorcycle 
competitions, and I started racing in 
1963. Since then, I have competed 

in road racing, Moto-X trials, and 
Enduros [long-distance cross-
country time trial competitions]. I’m 
still racing and riding in trials. 2023 
[will mark] my sixtieth year riding in 

motorcycle competitions.” Pritchard 
presently owns nine motorcycles 
which date from 1945 to 1999. “At 
one point, I had 25 motorcycles – but 
it was challenging to ride them all at 
once!” he laughs.

The weekend’s events

Expo Moto CVMG Rally 
welcomes many types of 
motorcycles. Vintage bikes from 
1914 to recent millennial models 
are on display. “We have an 

organized ‘concours d’elegance’ 

usually divided into decades 
[40s, 50s, 60s, etc.] or types of 
machines [custom, competition, 
etc.],” Pritchard explains. This 
year, the field was filled with many 
seasoned riders with younger 

generation riders mixed in. The 

rally is organized by approximately 
25 volunteers who man events, tear 

down, and clean up. The CVMG 
has many active members who live 
in the Ormstown area, and many 

local businesses support the rally 
and supply door prizes.

A popular event is the “flea 
market” where riders share “hard-

to-find treasures or parts for older 
motorcycles – even complete 
machines,” says Pritchard. “We 
feel this encourages people to bring 
out their surplus parts to sell, and it 

makes for an interesting event.”

A memorial of sorts was set up 

at the entrance of this year’s rally; 
a BMW motorcycle with sidecar, 
which belonged to longtime 
CVMG member and Ormstown 
resident Bert Pit, was on display. 
Pit passed away suddenly in 

June. On the Sunday of the rally, 

Pritchard, with wife Ariane in the 
sidecar, rode Pit’s motocycle in 
the final Road Run. It was a fitting 
tribute.

Pritchard reflects that the best 
parts of the gathering are “seeing 

the quality of motorcycles coming 
in the gate, [and] walking around 

and seeing old friends.”

Yvonne Lewis Langlois

PHOTO Yvonne Lewis Langlois

The main field filled up with shiny bikes of many models and vintages, while like-minded 
motorcycle enthusiasts shared stories of their rides.

Ormstown players help Rugby Chateauguay win championship

Four Ormstown Saracen players 
donned Rugby Chateauguay jerseys 
to help propel the new rugby club’s 
U18 women’s team to a provincial 
cup victory on July 30 in Montreal. 
The team won against Saint-Anne-

de-Bellevue in overtime in the final 
of the competition organized by 
Rugby Quebec.

Rugby Chateauguay’s coach and 
president, Gaël Dulude, is thrilled 

with the victory in the club’s debut 
season. He is also especially proud 
that the U18 team was composed of 
women from both Chateauguay and 
Ormstown. Dulude has been involved 

with the Ormstown Saracens rugby 
club since 2005. He is also a teacher 
at Howard S. Billings High School 
in Chateauguay, where he coaches 
rugby.

He says it was not unusual for 

women to travel from Chateauguay 

to play for the Saracens in the past. 
When rugby returned to the pitch after 
the pandemic, the Sud-Ouest Rugby 
Association opted to create a second 
activity centre in Chateauguay in 
2021, to limit the spread of the virus 

between communities.

“Last summer we had 20 to 30 

kids practicing in Chateauguay,” 
says Dulude, who explains there 

was enough interest to launch 
the new club in 2022 with a mini 
rugby program (U8, U10, U12) 
and Women’s U16 and U18 teams. 
When the Saracens were not able 
to recruit enough players to field 
a team, Amy Ferguson, Madison 
Campbell, Chenoa Hamilton, and 
Delphine Vranderick completed the 
roster for Chateauguay.

“It was fun,” says Dulude of the 
players coming together. He adds 
he is now very excited to see how 
the club grows and develops in 
Chateauguay following this first 
successful season.

Sarah Rennie

PHOTO Courtesy of Rugby Chateauguay

The Rugby Chateauguay U18 women’s team won the provincial cup on July 30.
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Serving Huntingdon and area since 1951

450-264-5331

www.rodriguemontpetitfils.com
Huntingdon ~ Saint-Anicet

Rodrigue Montpetit et Fils 
Funeral Home

COMMUNITY

Died

OBITUARY 

BROWN,  Lenora (née KERR) 

1927-2022

It is with regret that the family announce 
the passing of Lenora M. Kerr, wife of 
the late Edwin Brown, on July 10th, 2022 
at the Huntingdon County Hospital, 
Huntingdon, QC. She is survived by her 
son John (Brenda); her granddaughter 
Cathy (Israel) and great-grandchildren 
Benjamin & Anna; grandson Dan 
(Mallory) and great-granchildren Peyton 
& Austin; grandson Russell (Suzan) 
and great-grandchildren Aydin & Ayla; 
granddaughter Carolyn (Chad) and 
great-grandchildren Ethan, Dylan & 
Keagan;  as well  as her daughter Mary  
Hone of British Columbia.  A graveside 
service  has  taken place.

Arrangements entrusted to  
McGerrigle Funeral Home inc., Ormstown 
Tel: 450.829-2214  ~ www.mcgerrigle.com

OBITUARY 
GRANT, Marie (Née DEMERS) 

1947-2022

With great sadness to announce  the 
sudden passing of Marie, she leaves to 
morn her husband of 43 years, Joe, her 
children Patricia (Bertrand) and Jonathan, 
her sisters Lise and Monique (Raymond). 
Predeceased by her brother late Pierre 
(Carole) and by her sister late Nicole. She 
also leaves her sister-in-law Jane (Mike), 
her brother-in-law Douglas (Terry), many 
nieces, nephews and friends.

The family will receive condolences at St. 
Luke’s Anglican Church, 531 Champlain 
Street, Hemmingford on Saturday August 
20th, 2022 at 2:00 pm followed by a thanks 
giving of her life at 3:00 pm.

In lieu of flowers donations can be made to 
St. Luke’s Anglican Church Hemmingford 
or Ormstown’s Barrie Memorial Hospital 
or a charity of your choice.

Serre & Finnegan
1-800-263-3074

www.serrefinnegan.com

OBITUARY 

FLETCHER, Norman William 

1937-2022

Norman passed away peacefully, 
surrounded by loved ones on Monday, 
June 6, 2022, in his 85th year.
He will be dearly missed by Sharon, his 
wife of 6o years. He was the devoted 
and much-loved father of Nancy ( John 
Stacey) and Ron (Fiona Martin), and 
proud grandpa of Megan, Sydney, and 
Greg. He will also be sadly missed by his 
sister Mary (late Bob Rose).
A descendant from a long line of 
proud Canadians, Norman was deeply 
committed to the Chateauguay Valley and 
fiercely proud of his village of Howick. 
He was a man of action, strong willed, 
and unwavering when there was business 
to resolve.
Norman will be most remembered for 
his tremendous storytelling, his long 
speeches, his great sense of humour, his 
positive outlook on life, and his easy-
going ability to make friends wherever he 
went. He will be truly missed.
The family would like to extend their 
heartfelt thanks and gratitude to the many 
kind friends, neighbours, and numerous 
caregivers who throughout Norman’s 50-
year battle with Multiple Sclerosis, made 
his life just a little bit easier.
A celebration of life will be held on Friday, 
August 19, at 3:00 pm at his daughter’s 
residence in Allan’s Corners, Quebec 
(2413 Chateauguay River Road).
Donations to the Women’s Auxiliary of 
the Barrie Memorial Hospital, Ormstown, 
Quebec would be greatly appreciated.

Arrangements entrusted to  
McGerrigle Funeral Home inc., Ormstown 
Tel: 450.829-2214  ~ www.mcgerrigle.com

OBITUARY 

LEGAULT, Rhonda 

Suddenly passed away, in Hinchinbrooke, 
on  July 31st, 2022, Rhonda Legault, aged 
55 years. Beloved wife of Klay Allen. 
Daughter of the late Wilfrid Legault and 
of the late  Marion Foers.  She leaves to 
mourn her daughter Ashley (Bryce Stew-
art) and her son Kaylib (Alicia Larocque), 
her grandson Jake, also many sisters, broth-
ers, family and friends. Visitations will 
be held, on Friday August 19th from 7 to 
9 p.m. and on Saturday August 20th from 
9:30 to 11 a.m., at Rodrigue Montpetit & 
Fils Funeral Home, 170 Châteauguay St., 
Huntingdon, Quebec, J0S 1H0, 450-264-
5331. Donations in Rhonda’s memory can 
be made to the Cancer Research Society, 
CancerResearchSociety.ca.  Online condo-
lences and tributes may be made at www.
rodriguemontpetitfils.com.

Rodrigue Montpetit  
et Fils Inc. 

OBITUARY 

MILNE, Sheila (née Currie)  

1936-2022

We are sad to announce our mother’s 
passing on July 21, 2022.  Born and raised 
in Fredericton and Nashwaaksis, New 
Brunswick, Sheila moved to Montreal in the 
late 1950s to teach at an elementary school 
in the West Island and settled in Aubrey 
when she got married in 1962.  

She loved bird watching, reading every 
book she could get her hands on, watching 
history documentaries, and spent a lot of 
time knitting sweaters, socks, and mitts 
for the family.  

She was predeceased by her husband Jimmie, 
her daughter Cynthia, and leaves to mourn 
her son Alexander, daughters Heather 
(Frank) and Jill, grandchildren Alex (Ally), 
Derik, Elana (Matt), Aaron, Sasha, great-
grandchildren Nathan and Emma.  She is 
also survived by her sister Susan, sister-in-
law Helen, nieces, nephews and cousins in 
New Brunswick, Quebec, and Ontario.  

A special thank you to the wonderful 
caregivers at Maison La Source Bleue 
Residence as well as the staff of the Barrie 
Memorial Hospital for their care the last 
few weeks of her life.  Thank you also to her 
friends who spoke with her on the phone, 
visited with her and took her treats because 
she “never got any!”

Donations can may made in her memory 
to the Women’s Auxiliary of the Barrie 
Memorial Hospital (by mail to 28 rue 
Gale Ormstown, QC J0S 1K0, more 
information at damesauxiliairesbarrie.org) 
or the Betty Riel Foundation (31 Dixon 
Street, Huntingdon, QC, J0S 1H0).  

A graveside service will be held at a later date.

Funeral director 

Résidence funéraire Marie-Soleil Phaneuf 
450 427-2332 

www.residencemariesoleilphaneuf.com

Died

Died Died

Valley flowers show up for Ukraine

PHOTO Lorelei Muller

Olivia Bourdeau shows off her special prize during the 37th edition of the Valley Flower Show, 
which took place on July 23.  Her family planted sunflowers a few years back which reseeded 
across the garden and Olivia says that, of the volunteer crop, “I knew it was the one.”

The theme for this year’s event, which 
was the first to take place since the 
beginning of the pandemic, was “The 
Roaring 20s.” The floral arrangement 
categories featured prompts like “Black 
and White Movies,” “Suffragettes,” and 
the “Golden Age of Radio”. A total of 36 

exhibitors contributed to 192 colourful 
entries, and of those 36, 11 were new 

exhibitors who made up for 39 entries.

The judges were Darleen Sabetta, 

who is also chair of the Home and 
Garden Committee at Expo Ormstown, 
and Sharon DeGaspé-Power, a 
Havelock resident who is also a 
member of Montreal’s Diggers and 
Weeders garden club. Sabetta judged 
the arrangements, houseplants, and 

outdoor plants, while DeGaspé-Power 
judged the cut-flower section. Sabetta 
noted that judging was a challenge this 
year, saying, “Everybody is so talented 

in so many ways!” Besides the flowers 

themselves, the event also featured a 

silent auction and raffle with prizes such 
as hand-picked blueberries and items 
donated from local businesses. On top 
of that, the Ormstown Dairy Bar gave 
coupons to all children and the names 
of new exhibitors were entered into a 

raffle for a prize. Used books from the 
local book club were also available for 
purchase.  

This year, a special point of the 
event was to show support for 

Ukraine. The proceeds raised will 
be donated to Stephanie Maynard’s 
Chateauguay Valley for Ukraine 
campaign. Sunflowers are the 
national flower of Ukraine so there 
was a special prize for the winner of 
this year’s sunflower class based on 
a watercolour sunflower painting by 
Lorelei Muller which was available 
in the silent auction. In total, the 
whole event raised $1500 for the 

campaign. (CF)
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In memoriam

If you would like a notice 
published in The Gleaner, 
please contact Chantal at:

pub@the-gleaner.com or  
844-450-5055, extension 710

The family of the late Glenn Waller wish 
to express their deep appreciation to 
those who offered their condolences, 

thoughts & prayers, cards, flowers, 
gifts of delicious food, monetary 

donations to the Hillside Cemetery and 
other charities. A special thank you to 

the staff and residents of Residence 
Ormstown and to the Barrie Memorial 
doctors, nurses and extended staff for 
giving Dad such compassionate tender 

loving care.

The Waller Family

Card of ThanksIn memory of 
Romuald Quenneville

A year ago already, on August 5, 2021, 
Romuald Quenneville left us for what we 
hope is a better place. Thank you to Father 
Gabriel Clément, who was a friend of his, 
for the beautiful sermon at his funeral. 
Thank you also to everyone who expressed 
their sympathy, sent cards or flowers, 
or who came to pay their respect at the 
visitation at the church or at the cemetery 
in Ste-Agnès-de-Dundee.

Aline, his wife of 65 years,  
and his family

OBITUARY 
NIEUWENHOF, Gerardus “Gerry” 

With profound sadness, we announce 
the passing of Mr. Gerardus “Gerry” 
Nieuwenhof, born on August 6, 1959. 
Gerry passed peacefully, in Montreal, at 
62 years old after a long and courageous 
battle on Sunday, July 24, 2022. Gerry 
was predeceased by his parents Fred 
Nieuwenhof and Petronella Knoops. He 
leaves to mourn his wife of 26 years, Brigitte 
Madlener, his children Martina (Eric Roy), 
Christopher (Chloé Mallette) and Julia 
as well as his grandchildren Florence, 
Morgan and Sabrina and his other God 
children Véronic and Bas. He also leaves 
in mourning his mother-in-law, Elisabeth 
Madlener and his siblings Wilma (Marius 
Trépanier), Jane (Daniel Montpetit), 
Justin (Debbie Dohmen), Adrian (Denise 
Brisson), Anthony (Maryse Brisson) and 
Freddie (Melissa-Magdalena Spénard), 
many nieces and nephews, his brothers and 
sisters-in-law, cousins in Canada and the 
Netherlands, family and friends. The family 
received the condolences at Rodrigue 
Montpetit et fils, 170 Châteauguay 
Street, Huntingdon on Saturday August 
6, 2022. A celebration of his life was held 
on his birthday, Saturday, August 6, at 
the Huntingdon Saint-Joseph Church. 
A private burial ceremony will be held at 
the Sainte-Agnès-de-Dundee cemetery at a 
later date. The family would like to thank 
the home care nurses from the CLSC as 
well as the ICU staff at the CHUM for 
their care, support and compassion. In 
lieu of flowers, donations in his memory 
can be made to the CHUM Foundation, 
online at www.imakeanonlinedonation.
org/fondationduchum/DIM/. Online 
condolences and tributes may be made at 
www.rodriguemontpetitfils.com.

“The ultimate goal of farming is not the 
growing of crops, but the cultivation and 

perfection of human beings.”  
— Masanobu Fukuoka

Rodrigue Montpetit  
et Fils Inc. 

OBITUARY 
VAN BERGEN, Martina “Tiny”  

(née van de Ven) 
July 16th, 1925 - July 20th, 2022

Peacefully and surrounded by her five 
daughters, our beloved mother Martina 
wife of the late Harry, passed away at the 
age of 97 years in Ormstown, Quebec. 
Daughter of the late Johannes van de Ven 
and the late Adriana Buys. She will be 
lovingly remembered by her daughters 
Diane, Geraldina, Grace ( John), Joane 
(Carl) and Francis (late Mario), dearly 
missed by her 11 grandchildren, Angela 
(Chris), Christopher (Sarah), Rebecca 
(Patrick), Alexa (Nico), Jesse (Eric), 
Emily (Tristan), Justin, Gabriella (Sean), 
Kim, Derek (Susan) and Kalan and 3 
great-grandchildren Emmett, Autumn 
and Brielle. Predeceased by her siblings 
Maria, Clasina, and Marinus. Survived 
by her caring siblings Jan and Isabel 
in the Netherlands as well as many 
nieces and nephews. Martina was born 
in ‘s-Hertogenbosch, the Netherlands 
and met the love of her life Harry in 
1959, before moving to Canada, getting 
married and settling in Dundee, Quebec. 
After a successful farming career, she 
moved to Huntingdon and was an active 
volunteer with Meals on Wheels and 
the Catholic Women’s League, as well 
a passionate knitter, cookie and bread 
maker. Our mother was a true family 
matriarch and an amazing Oma. Martina 
was a trusted friend to many in Dundee, 
Huntingdon and Holland. She will also 
be missed by her friends and caring staff 
at the Source Bleue Residence.

As per mom’s wishes the viewing and 
burial will be private. A Celebration 
of Life was held at the Huntingdon 
Legion on Saturday, July 30th. Memorial 
donations are appreciated to the 
Women’s Auxiliary of Barrie Memorial 
Hospital www.damesauxiliairesbarrie.
org. The family wishes to send a special 
thank you to the staff at the Barrie 
Memorial Hospital for their care and 
compassion. Funeral entrusted to 
Rodrigue Montpetit et Fils Inc. 170 
Châteauguay St., Huntingdon, Quebec 
J0S 1H0, 450-264-5331. Online 
condolences and tributes may be made at 
www.rodriguemontpetitfils.com.

Rodrigue Montpetit  
et Fils Inc. 

Card of Thanks

Died Died

Couple celebrates 75th  
wedding anniversary 

Jean and Joséphine Taillefer 
celebrated their 75th wedding 
anniversary on August 2 at the 

Résidence Riviera in Huntingdon, 
where the happy couple lives to-

gether in good health.

After dating for four years, during 

which Jean would travel sever-
al hours by buggy from Athelstan 

to meet with Joséphine, who then 
lived in Saint-Anicet, the two were 

married at St-Joseph’s Catholic 
Church in Huntingdon in 1947.

The couple lived together in 
town for a year, before moving 

to Godmanchester to the family 
farm which was owned by Jean’s 
grandfather, Daniel Gauthier. 

Jean worked for 42 years at the 
Huntingdon Woolen Mills, but 
remained dedicated to the family 
farm, working tirelessly to balance 

his responsibilities.

They welcomed 
their first child, a 
boy, in 1948, and an-

other 11 children, in-

cluding six girls and 
five more boys would 
follow over the 

next twenty years. 

Joséphine (98 years) 
and Jean’s (96 years) 
union has produced 
66 direct descen-

dants. They are now 

proud grandparents 

to 29 grandchildren 
and 25 great-grand-

children. (SR)

PHOTOS Courtesy of Chantal Pidgeon
Jean and Joséphine Taillefer marked their diamond anniversary surrounded by several of 
their 12 children in Huntingdon on August 2.

The Taillefers were married 
in Huntingdon in 1947

Do you have  

something to say? 

Write us a letter |to the 

editor!

Email : info@the-gleaner.com 

Mail : The Gleaner, P.O. Box 1, 

 Ormstown, Qc J0S 1K0



Christina Franc 
Board Member, Chateauguay Valley 
Community Information Services

What is your involvement with The Gleaner in 10 

words or less: I’m on the board of directors of CVCIS.

Favourite leisure time pastime: Spending time with 

friends and family.

If you could only eat one food for the rest of your 

life, what would it be? That depends on the day, but 

right now I’d say tacos.

Favourite thing to do in summer: Doing anything 

involving water! Mostly swimming or spending time 

in a pool.

“Hidden gem” of the Valley to recommend to 

our readers: Check out all the fairs and the events 

those organizations host! They all have so much to offer, and are always full of great 

experiences. (Ormstown, Huntingdon, Havelock...!)

Readers might also know you from…: I’m an import so I have a short history 

here, maybe in ten years I’ll be saying “you might know me from my days on the 

CVCIS board”!

Erica Taylor
Copy editor

Gleaner job description in 10 words or less: 

Copy editing, working with writers, proofreading, 

compiling, writing, drawing.

Favourite pastime when you are not working 

for The Gleaner: Making art and pottery; 

farming; treasure hunting; time with my family, 

pets, and horses.

If you could only 

eat one food for 

the rest of your 

life, what would it be? Toast and tea.

Favourite thing to do in summer: Explore!

“Hidden gem” of the Valley to recommend to 

our readers: All the back-road eateries! 

Readers might also know you from…:  Being 

the ‘Ghost Rider of Ormstown’ of Halloweens past.

Meet (some of) The Gleaner team!
We will be introducing more of the people behind The Gleaner throughout the summer!

SPORTS

Special Olympics Quebec Summer Games

Local athletes bring home some hardware

Four athletes from the Valley 

joined the Sud-Ouest delegation 

at the Special Olympics Quebec 
Summer Games, which took place 
in Longueuil-Boucherville-Saint-
Lambert from July 13 to 15. The four 

friends proudly returned having won 

11 medals between them, and with 

plenty of stories to share.

The games brought together nearly 

1,500 athletes, coaches, and chefs de 
mission from across the province for 
three days of friendly competition 
in five individual disciplines: track 
and field, weightlifting, swimming, 
rhythmic gymnastics, and golf. There 
are four team sports as well: soccer, 
basketball, bocci, and bowling.

Swimmer Meghan Condie of 
Dewittville was especially looking 
forward to the games this summer, 

as they had been postponed in 2021 

due to the pandemic. COVID-19 
also seriously impacted the athletes’ 
training schedules, making this the first 
opportunity for many to compete since 
2019. “I like to see all my friends,” she 
says, before adding she also made a lot 

of new friends.

Condie also likes to push herself 
to improve her times in the pool. 

She finished fourth in the 100-metre 
freestyle event, won a bronze medal 
in the 100-metre individual medley, 

and nabbed double gold in the 

100-metre breaststroke and 200-metre 

backstroke. “I swept the pool!” she 
exclaims, of her performance in the 
backstroke events. “I was going 
so fast,” she smiles, before adding, 

“Winning medals is the best part.”

Condie’s “swimming buddy” 
and best friend, Cindy-Lou Scott of 
Hinchinbrooke, participated in four 
events as well, including the 25-metre 
freestyle, 25-metre backstroke, 
50-metre freestyle, and 50-metre 

backstroke. She was rewarded with 
two medals.

Marlene Harvey, who is Condie’s 
mother and the coordinator of 
Melissa’s Sunshine Camp, also 
travelled to the games as an assistant 

coach with the Sud-Ouest swim team. 
“They were awesome!” she says, 

with obvious pride. “There were eight 

swimmers, and everyone came home 
with at least one medal.”

Jeremy Caron of Ormstown also 
had a very successful summer 
games, bringing home three silver 

Sarah Rennie medals from the weightlifting 

competition. “I did good,” he says, 
indicating he was especially proud 
as this was his first time competing 
in this event. He says the best part 

for him was being able to stay in a 

hotel with his friend.

Saint-Anicet’s Jason Ford also returned 
from the games with three medals from 

the track and field competition.
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Meghan Condie brought home a bronze and two gold medals from the swimming competition.
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Swimmers Meghan Condie and Cindy-Lou Scott, along with weightlifter Jeremy Caron and 
track and field athlete Jason Ford, participated in the Special Olympics Quebec Summer 
Games which took place from July 13 to 15.
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Jeremy Caron received three silver medals during the weightlifting competition.


