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Happy holidays!
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Wishing you and yours a 

happy and healthy new year!

www.jtsport.ca

SERVICE - SALES - RENTALS

SNOWBLOWERSSNOWBLOWERS  STARTING AT $1896.00STARTING AT $1896.00

COME GET ONE BEFORE THEY SELL OUT!COME GET ONE BEFORE THEY SELL OUT!

Retail price: $2.61 CDN + tax

If you enjoyed this copy of The Gleaner and 

are not yet a subscriber, why not become one? 

Sign up online at www.the-gleaner.com or 

using the handy subscription form on page 12!

We’ll be putting our feet up...We’ll be putting our feet up...

Following the Dec. 14 edition, we will be 
taking a break until the Jan. 11, 2022 edition.

PHOTO Sarah Rennie
Families in Howick and Très-Saint-Sacrement braved the cold and lined the streets on De-
cember 10 for the 15th edition of the Howick Santa Claus Parade and the chance to catch 
a glimpse of the jolly old elf. The parade featured several festively adorned floats created 
by area organizations, schools, and businesses; several whimsically decorated tractors; 
and numerous fire trucks from departments as far away as Kahnawake and Sainte-Barbe. 
“It has really become a regional parade,” says co-organizer Ashley Arthur. “It just seems to 
keep growing,” she adds, noting there is always a good turnout. Huntingdon MNA Carole 
Mallette walked the length of the parade route handing out candy canes to enthusiastic 
youngsters. “We had 450 candy canes to give to kids. We ran out!” she exclaimed in a 
Facebook post following the event, where she praised the community for coming together 
for such a special event. Members of the Howick Beaver and Cub Scout groups as well 
as the Girl Guides collected non-perishable food items to be donated to the Howick and 
Très-Saint-Sacrement Christmas baskets. “We know there is a need again this year,” says 
Arthur of the food drive.

Ukrainians find safety, 
generosity in the Valley
However, many loved ones remain in war-torn country

The Chateauguay Valley continues 

to be a welcoming place for families 

fleeing the war in Ukraine. Since 
last March, at least $37,000 has been 

raised through the efforts of many 

Valley community groups, businesses, 

families, and residents.
The funds have been managed by 

the Chateauguay Valley for Ukraine 
group, which started as a simple 

Facebook page to bring resources 
together in the event Ukrainians 
arrived here. “It is just people coming 
together to do what they can to help,” 

says the page founder, Stephanie 
Maynard. She reports they have 
purchased flights and medical exams 
for 35 Ukrainians, while 19 more 
individuals have been helped by the 

community-raised funds.
“There are still families that are 

waiting for visa approval that we 

have been in conversations with for 

months,” says Maynard. She confirms 
another family just arrived, adding that 
while she continues to be amazed by 

the funds raised, “We are running out.” 
After flights and medical exams, there 
will be little left.

Maynard says the most significant 
hurdle for the families is finding a 
vehicle. “It’s a huge expense when 
they arrive with nothing,” she says, 

explaining that without a car, they must 
remain dependent on hosts for longer. 
“We are also starting to see a lot more 
single women with children, as the 

men can no longer leave Ukraine,” she 
adds – so accessing daycare is critical.

Maynard’s family is hosting 
Kateryna (Kate) Felyk, who arrived 
in June after fleeing Kiev with her 
young son, leaving her husband and 

family behind. “It was my first trip 
abroad,” Felyk says, with a touch of 
irony. Her train from Kiev to Warsaw, 

Poland took 15 hours because of 
constant safety checks of the tracks. 
Her husband was sent to the United 
Kingdom to receive one month of 

training in September before being 
sent to the front lines. Maynard says 
this has been particularly difficult for 
Felyk, who receives short messages, 
just to confirm he is alive and well.

Felyk’s family in Kiev is now dealing 
with cold and lack of electricity, and 
communication is difficult. “I am here 
alone with my son. I don’t know what 
I would do without [Maynard],” says 
Felyk.

Maynard says many of the 

Ukrainians who have arrived in the 
past year are now settling in and are 

starting to build a life here in the 

Valley. There is still a need for more 
host families, however, as the war in 

Ukraine still rages.
‘My country is very beautiful’

“My son, who is ten, brought it up 
at the dinner table,” says Christine 

Lauziere-Schuster; his grade 5 class 
at Ormstown Elementary School 
had been talking about the war. The 
family had previously welcomed 

international students into their 

home, so Lauziere-Schuster created 
a profile on an online site for those 
willing to host people. In March, 
she began talking with Kristina 
Nizheboska, who had fled Ukraine 
for Germany when the war broke 
out; she arrived at their home on 
October 30.

“I feel very comfortable with this 
family,” says Nizheboska, who takes 
part in community events and is 

getting to know the area. She recently 
started a job at Leahy Orchards, and 
she insisted on taking the entire 
family out for supper with her 

first paycheck. It hasn’t been easy, 
however. Nizheboska left behind her 
family, including her mother who 

refused to leave Ukraine, and her 
children, who are safe in Europe. 
“It is very hard. My country is very 
beautiful,” she says.
Donations needed for shelter

“Families will celebrate Christmas 
this year without heat and electricity. 
They are not able to travel,” laments 

Nizheboska. “It is sad,” she adds, 
explaining she would like to organize 
a collection of warm clothing, gently 

used toys, and other gifts to donate 

to a women’s shelter in Ukraine 
run by a close friend. The shelter 
has been taking in more women 
and children, as so many have lost 

their homes or their husbands to the 

war; Lauziere and Nizheboska are 
hoping the Valley will once again 

show its generous side by helping 

out. Collected items will be sent 
after January 8; anyone willing to 
donate may contact chlauziere@

gmail.com.

Dough Dough 
all aglowall aglow

Sarah Rennie

LJI reporter
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This and That in Town

La boulangerie Pomérable

Check our Facebook 
page for updates and to 
see what’s cooking – we 
are open every  
weekend until 
Christmas! 

From now until 
Christmas, I will 
be making tourtières, 
chicken pot pies, homemade baked 
beans, cretons and more!

La Boulangerie Pomérable
2066 mtée Brooks, Franklin

(450) 601-7646

marchefermierhuntingdon.ca marchefermierhuntingdon@gmail.com

Christmas market   
decembre 17, 10 AM TO 4 PM

sAINt-anicet COMMUNITY CENTRE

Letter to the Editor
When I read Darren Hanson’s recent 

letter to the editor, I had to reread Sarah 
Rennie’s editorial in the previous Gleaner 
issue to see what elicited such a semi-

slanderous, angry response. Yes, seasonal 
flu cases have been common during the 
winter months for years, and emergency 

rooms have been swamped in the past. 
But the new reality is that the health care 

system has suffered a crippling blow 

due to the pandemic. Just ask any parent 
whose child has been ill recently or any 

nurse working in local hospitals. They are 
already burnt out and many continue to 

fall prey to the virus.
I saw no indication that Ms. Rennie 

recommended returning to mask 
mandates, lockdowns, or travel 
restrictions. She merely quoted the advice 
of Quebec’s College of Physicians and 
if readers consult the Quebec health 

website, they can read the guidelines 

for themselves. Furthermore, on the 
website, they can check out the COVID 
numbers. The “mainstream media” 
no longer reports these statistics. Add 
to these the aforementioned seasonal 

flu hospitalizations, which are sure to 

increase as people gather indoors, and it’s 
cause for concern, not fearmongering.

It is highly unlikely that the 
government will ever go back to the 
mask mandates or the lockdowns. So 
as a result, the government needs to 

rely on citizens to protect the elderly, 

the immunocompromised, and young 

children, in order to avoid straining the 

already fragile health care system. Mr. 
Hanson claims to believe strongly in 
“protecting our most vulnerable,” but 
gives no alternative suggestions on how 

exactly to do this without wearing a mask.
I have no doubt that Mr. Hanson’s 

opinion is shared by many of those in our 

region but that doesn’t make it any more 
valid than Ms. Rennie’s or Quebec’s 
College of Physicians, which is one 

supported by the facts. So, I believe, that as 
Ms. Rennie’s editorial states, “There is no 
shame in wearing a mask,” although Mr. 
Hanson would have us believe otherwise. 
In terms of Canadian freedom, he and 
others are free to forego wearing a mask 
just as others are free to continue wearing 
one, without criticism or condemnation.

Pat Martin, Dewittville

A plant sale will take place at 
the HAECC on December 16 at 
24 York Street from 9:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. Be sure to stop by and 
get some gifts at Boutique To.Us. 
Info at 450-264-9276; cash only.

Don’t miss the second HCFM 
Christmas market on Saturday, 
December 17 from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at the Saint-Anicet 
Community Center in the Catholic 

church.
A stellar evening of live music 

with Brysonville Schoolhouse 
Revisited happens on December 
17 at the Village Church in 
Ormstown, from 8 to 10 p.m. 
Donations accepted; please bring 
something for the local food bank. 
See Facebook for info.

The CVR performing arts 
department presents its Winter 

Gala on Wednesday, December 
21 at 8 p.m., featuring selections 
from Mamma Mia, holiday music, 

and a sneak preview of Grease! 

Call 450-829-2381 for info and 
reservations.

Lots of food is available to 
those in need at La Pantry, 476 
Frontière Street in Hemmingford. 
The MWCN also has a Community 
Closet there, for those who need 

warm clothing, toys, etc. Info at 
450-247-2893 or on La Pantry 
Facebook page.

La Guignolée des Médias to 
benefit Moisson Sud-Ouest was 
a great success. Records were 
broken in Huntingdon, where 
$7619.15 was raised (the total in 
2021 was $5705.40).

Rah, Rah, Rudolph! The 13th 
Rudolph Run, held on November 

26 in Ormstown, raised a glowing 
total of $4825 for La Bouffe 
Additionnelle. The Run has 
raised $41,253 over its 13 years.

CORRECTION: A typo 

slipped into the article announcing 

the opening of the new Aire 

Ouverte youth services centre 

in Huntingdon (The Gleaner, 
November 30). Unfortunately, 
we misspelled the name in the 

subheading, referring to it as Air 

Ouverte and not Aire Ouverte. 
We apologize for this error.
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How lucky is young Jaxon Vandette? Not only did he get to enjoy his first taste of cotton candy 
during the Haut-Saint-Laurent CommuniT Nights event in Ormstown on December 8, but he 
also had some one-on-one time with Santa Claus himself. Visitors were treated to a festive 
evening in which all the participating community organizations offered tips for a stress-free 
Christmas, including ideas for low-cost decorations, homemade gifts, and activities to do at 
home with the kids. Families enjoyed a delicious and free spaghetti supper, while children 
were able to deliver their wishes to Santa in time for the big night. The next CommuniT Nights 
evening will take place at the Centre Barberivain in Saint-Barbe in March, followed by the last 
one for the year in May at Heritage Elementary in Huntingdon. (SR)

Making the community’s spirits 
bright and Christmas stress-free
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C.J. Kyle Ltd.
sales | parts | service

147 Chateauguay, Huntingdon

(450) 264-5321

 www.cjkyle.com

OUR BIGGEST  CASH  

DISCOUNT OF THE YEAR 

WITH UP TO $10,000 
IN TOTAL DISCOUNTS

+

GET AN 
ADDITIONAL  

$1,000 
IN HOLIDAY 

BONUS CASH

2022 RAM 1500 CLASSIC2022 RAM 1500 CLASSIC

ENDS JANUARY 3, 2023

GET 15%
 

OFF MSRP*

*certain conditions apply

450-264-2327

www.HeirloomTimberFrames.com

WISHING EVERYONE  WISHING EVERYONE  

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Marché du Vieux Bois/ 
Dépanneur Herdman         

HOLIDAY HOURS: 

Dec. 24: 9 am - 7 pm
Dec. 25: 12-5 pm  
Dec. 26: 10 am - 7 pm
Dec. 31: 9 am - 7 pm 
Jan 1: 12-5 pm

1939 rte 202, Hinchinbrooke 450-264-5977

Merry  

Christmas!

Frustration with finances in Franklin

A signed missive, endorsed by a 

group of approximately 35 citizens 
of Franklin and Saint-Antoine-Abbé 
referring to themselves as Citoyens 

avertis engagés, was deposited at the 
town hall on November 21, demanding 
better management of public finances.

The missive includes two proposals 

that, the group suggests, would lower 

the municipal taxes paid by the 
residential and agricultural sectors, 

which saw an increase of over 25 

per cent and 11 per cent respectively 
in 2022. Franklin froze its residential 
tax rate despite significant increases 
to property values, which generated 

an increase in tax revenue. The group 
proposes a tax break funded by 
transfers from the unaffected surplus. 
They also recommend the use of loan 

bylaws to finance projects included in 

the triennial plan, such as the purchase 

of a new tractor and installation of a 

water park.
Several group members were present 

for the regular municipal council 

meeting on December 5, where 
mayor Yves Métras did not address 
the missive directly, but noted the 

council was starting to work on next 
year’s budget and they would evaluate 
all recommendations submitted to the 

municipality.
A new tractor

Later in the meeting, the council 

approved an expense of $176,000 for 
the purchase of a new tractor. The 
amount is to be paid entirely from the 

operational budget – a decision citizen 

group members say flies in the face of 
their missive demanding the purchase 

be financed to spread the expense over 
the lifespan of the equipment.

Franklin director general Simon 
St-Michel cautions, however, that a 

loan bylaw comes with consequences 
and impacts on taxpayers as well. 
“We know times are difficult for our 
taxpayers and we wanted to avoid 
adding to the burden on citizens,” he 

explained in an interview. Replacing 
the tractor had also become urgent 

for the municipality, explains St-
Michel, who notes the current tractor 

is in a sorry state and has cost around 

$30,000 in repairs this past year. With 
winter coming, he says a new tractor 

is “essential to our snow removal 
operations. We could not wait.”

As for the other long-term 

investments announced in the triennial 

plan, St-Simon says the municipality 
recently hired Geneviève Carrière as 

associate director general, and chief 

amongst her tasks is researching 
different government programs to 

find grants that may help finance these 
expenses.
Tax rates versus valuation

The former mayor, Douglas Brooks, 
who is involved with the citizens 

group, says it all comes back to the tax 
rate charged to citizens. He says it is 
misleading to imply that an increase in 

housing evaluation necessarily affects 

property owners negatively, noting the 

municipality has the option to adjust 

tax rates to limit the direct impact on 
taxpayers.

According to councillor Simon 
Brennan, “We had insufficient 
accounting information from the 

last year and a half, and this led the 

council to rely on data from previous 

years to build the 2022 budget.” 
He says because of this, the council 
was wary of coming up short. “It is 
not in our interests to keep the taxes 
high,” says Brennan. “This year was 
about catching up the accounting and 

rebuilding the administration,” he 

admits.
Brooks says that given the 

accumulated surplus, things could still 

have been done differently. “There are 
tools that are available, and they help 

to keep the taxes you have to pay a lot 
lower,” he says. “Come 2023, we [the 
citizens group] will have to show that 
we are not in favour of the way that 

this was done.”

Sarah Rennie

LJI reporter

PHOTO Sarah Rennie

Holiday spirit on display 
during Ormstown’s 
Enchanted Christmas
Ormstown revelled in the holiday spirit on December 10 as the municipality held its traditional 
Enchanted Christmas event. Lambton Street was closed to traffic and visitors enjoyed an ar-
ray of activities, ranging from decorating ugly Christmas sweater cookies to roasting marsh-

mallows and smores over crackling fire pits, 
sipping much-appreciated hot cider, joining 
pick-up street hockey, having horse-drawn 
carriage rides, and much more. Oh, and 
those clever enough to find the hints hidden 
in main-street stores were able to meet with 
a certain jovial old elf and his jolly assistant. 
Five-year-old twins Ethan and Janelle, as 
well as their cousin Keeva, managed to find 
and share Christmas wishes with Santa be-
fore he returned to the North Pole. The goal 
of the event was to support Ormstown busi-
nesses while encouraging visitors to shop 
local, says Zoë Gillies, who runs the Grenier 
de Zoë thrift store and volunteers with the 
Loisirs Ormstown Activities group which or-
ganized the event in collaboration with the 
municipality.
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We Wish You a “Dairy” Christmas
and a Happy New Year!

logistics@dundee-feeds.qc.cainfo@gerard-maheu.qc.ca

The Gérard  
Maheu and  

Dundee Feeds 
Team  

Thanks You!

New ecocentre on the way in Sainte-Barbe
Mayor Louise Lebrun of Sainte-

Barbe gathered with the municipal 

councillors, the director general, 

the director of public works, and 
the urban planning department to 

announce that the Sainte-Barbe 
sub-regional ecocentre will soon 

be opening on the grounds of 433 
Route 132.

Lebrun says, “It is in response 
to requests from citizens, and in 
order to reduce the quantity of 
materials that we systematically 

send to landfills, that we are setting 
up, right here, the Sainte-Barbe 
sub-regional ecocentre. It is called 
sub-regional because it is the ideal 

place to serve all citizens who live 

within a radius of 15 km.” She 
goes on to describe it by adding, 

“Much more than an ecocentre, 
it will be a real environmental 

complex where objects will be 

recycled rather than thrown away, 

and where people will come to 

dispose of the items that clutter 

our homes. It will be a pillar in the 
organization of a regional circular 

economy”

In development

A working committee was 
formed in 2019 composed of 
citizens, elected officials, and 
municipal employees to explore 
the project’s feasibility. To 
assemble their report, they were 

joined by the coordinator of 
residual materials management of 

the MRC Haut Saint-Laurent, who 
has fully supported the project and 
showed that support at a regional 

council meeting earlier this year.
The Municipality of Sainte-

Barbe is also accompanied 

by an environmental firm 

with a specialization in waste 

management to make sure that this 
new ecocentre follows the best 

practices for site management, 

sorting of materials and the 

modernity of the facilities.
The ecocentre will also have a 

warehouse for reusable materials 

and second-hand items. The 
hope is that in the future this 

will be a place for community 

organizations to participate in the 

cycle of reuse and simultaneously 

fulfill their own goals in the 

community.
Based on studies, it appears 

the ecocentre could process 12 
tonnes of hazardous household 

waste as well as information and 

communication technology (ICT) 
products each year, plus 925 
tonnes of residual materials.
RECYC-QUÉBEC grant

Sainte-Barbe was the recipient 
of a large grant of $100,000 
from RECYC-QUÉBEC as 
part of its program to provide 

financial assistance to optimize 

the ecocentre network in Quebec. 
The money will be used to put 

into practice the best methods to 

sort at source, reuse materials, 

and recycle/reuse wood waste. 
The municipality is still looking 
for more ways to finance the 

project, including more grants, 
in particular from the Ministère 

des Affaires Municipales et de 

l’Habitation (MAMH).
Lebrun ended the gathering 

by saying, “By having a 
regional vision under the sign 

of collaboration, we are joining 
forces with neighbouring 

municipalities to act as a lever 

with government authorities in 

order to offer better services to 

our residents. By participating 
collectively in the reduction of 

landfill, we all win.” She went 
on to say, “I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all 
those involved in the project: 
the citizens, the elected officials 

of Sainte-Barbe and the MRC, 
as well as RECYC-QUÉBEC; 
and I would like to invite all of 
our neighbours to participate in 

the project in a perspective of 
sustainable development for our 

beautiful region!” (CF)
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Do you have something to say? Write us a letter  

to the editor!
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the mail came up on Wednesday 
evening the mail-carrier had to cross 

on the railroad bridge and carry the 

mail-bag round, which makes a 
mile more travel. On Thursday the 
river was partly clear of ice, so he 

had a boat launched and got over 

with some difficulty with the help 
of James McCaig, but on getting 

up the bank with the bag they were 
met by the proprietor of the land, 

and ordered back to the river, and 
enforced his order, sending them 

down the bank in quick time with 
the mail-bag, so they had to paddle 

to a more friendly landing place. 
Probable result, another lawsuit for 

our poor law-cursed hamlet.
100 years ago
December 21, 1922

LOST: A crank for a Dodge car 
between Darrah’s and Powerscourt. 
Finder return to C.W. McClatchie, 
Huntingdon and receive reward.

HOWICK: Steady cold weather 
with a zero dip on Monday enabled 

the curlers to complete one sheet of 

ice for play and the two sheets will 

be open this week.
FRANKLIN: There is good 

sleighing in this locality at present 

writing.
TEACHER WANTED For District 

No.2 in the Township of Elgin, 
salary $55.00 a month.

75 years ago
Wednesday, December 17. 1947

PRODUCERS WANT HIGHER 

PRICE FOR MILK – Pressing for 

price raise to $4.25 hundred pounds: 
The meeting of the Huntingdon 
Branch of Montreal Milk Producers 
held on Saturday left no doubt that 
there is much dissatisfaction with 

the present price situation.
HUNTINGDON YOUTH ASSOC-

IATION Ping-Pong Tournament: 
Another ping-pong table should be 

arriving shortly and our long-wait-

ed-for tournament will be started.

50 years ago
Wednesday, December 20, 1972

ORMSTOWN – Loisirs Ask 
Aid. Les Loisirs of Ormstown, 
the group responsible for the 

construction of a swimming pool 

there last year, are hoping to 

further their outdoor recreation 

facilities. At a recent meeting Les 
Loisirs decided to file a request 
for a Local Initiative Project 
grant amounting to $49,000 for 
the creation of a multi-faceted 

recreation ground on land that 

surrounds the swimming pool 

site. If the grant is approved the 
group hopes to build a miniature 

gold course, a baseball diamond, 

a soccer field, and a play park for 
youngsters.

There is value in the Valley
The month of December always 

goes by too fast. There is so much 
to do it can be overwhelming just 
thinking about the holidays and 
the dizzying rush of decorating, 

shopping, wrapping, baking, 
and let’s not forget the return of 
office parties and all those elves 

needing to be put back on the 
shelves each night.

It’s a lot of pressure. This year, 
however, there is reason to take 
a step back. Inflation has meant 
everything seems to cost more, 

including the gas so many of us 

use to drive outside our Valley 

to big box stores in larger nearby 
cities. It is true that you can’t 
necessarily find everything you 

need locally, especially when 

wishes to Santa dictate what is to 
be found under the tree. But there 
is so much value in ensuring we 

at least make a special effort this 
year to look closer at our local 
businesses, stores, and boutiques. 
Locally sourced gifts can be more 

meaningful, especially when they 

are purchased from someone you 

know. The value of a dollar spent 
locally also goes much further in 

our community.
This year it is also important 

to remember that despite many 

uncertainties, including inflation, 

supply chain issues, numerous 

respiratory illnesses, and hospital 

overcrowding, most of us are 

safe and relatively well-off. 
There are those living among us 

who are celebrating this holiday 

season without their loved ones, 

whether they are separated by 

war or some other unfortunate 

circumstance. This holiday season 
is an opportunity for us to come 

together and remember how lucky 
we are to live in such a strong and 

tightly knit community. Once the 
presents have been opened and 

the holidays have passed, we will 

still have our Valley community 

to warm us through the winter.
Sarah Rennie

150 years ago
Thursday, December 19, 1872

BOOKS are the most appropriate 

presents for the Holidays – doing 
the most good to the recipient 

and keeping the donor longest in 
remembrance. Inspection of the 
Stock of Books at the GLEANER 
STATIONERY STORE is 
respectfully solicited … Every 

variety of Stationery, from the 
most common qualities of paper to 
the finest. Tinted, Initial, and Thin 
Note Paper, and several styles of 

Mourning Paper and envelopes. A 
variety of Fancy Glass and Metal 

Inkstands, very cheap and forming 
useful presents. … Boxes of Paints, 

a capital present for Boys, 15 cents 
each.
125 years ago
December 23, 1897

ALLAN’S CORNERS: The rain 

of Tuesday of last week raised the 
water in the river so much that, on 

Wednesday morning, the bridge 
seemed doomed to go with the 

ice, but the contractor, James W. 
Bryson, was determined to save it 

if possible, so he set to work with 
a few good men, and although it 

rained most of the day, the last 

trestle was landed on the bank 
before dark and not a plank lost. … 
The bridge is much missed. When 
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Artist John Ryan
Paintings, sketches – Commissions accepted

3340 Ridge Road, Godmanchester 

450 264 2231

Facebook “Artist John Ryan”

www.johnryan.ca

Happy Holidays!
from the Town of Huntingdon

The members of the municipal council  

are as follows:

André Brunette, mayor

Denis St-Cyr, councillor, seat no. 1

Andrea Geary, councillor, seat no. 2

Dominic Tremblay, councillor, seat no. 3

Florent Ricard, councillor, seat no. 4

Maurice Brossoit, councillor, seat no. 5

Rémi Robidoux, councillor, seat no. 6

Letter to the Editor
There have been recent concerns 

raised by the public over the demolition 
of the Dining Hall on the Ormstown 
Fairgrounds.

The building is in sorry shape, and 
truth be told, if we were to remove all of 
the modifications that have been made 
over the years, there would be little left of 
the original building that would be worth 
saving. A more important factor to many, 
myself included, is that this building is 
one of the few remaining monuments 
to the community involvement that 
helped create Expo Ormstown, and also 
the Chateauguay Valley as we know 
it, where people would come together, 
donating of their time and talents towards 
a common cause. And it’s more than 
raising money, although fundraising is a 
key aspect of our community; a unique 
bond is formed when like-minded souls 
share an altruistic goal.

I’ve had the good fortune to spend 
time with some of the Ukrainian folks 
arriving in our area. One of the more 

difficult concepts that I’ve tried to 
explain to them is the importance of 
community involvement. Whether 
due to coming from an urban area, or 
coming from years of war and conflict, 
the idea of getting to know, relying on, 
and helping neighbours is literally a 
“foreign” concept to them.

But looking around, you can see how 
the same thing could easily happen here. 
Your community is no longer defined by 
your geographical location, but rather by 
the strength of your internet connection. 
There are more people in the Valley now, 
but a lot fewer lawn socials, pancake 
suppers, and turkey dinners – and I’d 
like to help to reverse that trend.

Temple Grandin spoke at the 
fairgrounds recently; part of her 
presentation was of the need for children 
to become actively involved in their 
surroundings (i.e. community). Maybe 
we, as adults, need to lead by example.

I do believe that the GoodSparks 
Fund is an incredible opportunity not 
to be missed, but the building it pays 
for doesn’t need to replace the Dining 
Hall and can be built anywhere on the 
fairgrounds.

I would love to approach the LBA 
with a third option, that of building the 
GoodSparks-funded community centre 
elsewhere, and rebuilding the old Dining 
Hall as an involvement project. In order 
to do this, I would want a list (petition) of 
200 people willing to commit time and 
effort, to volunteer in whatever capacity 
their talents provide.

December 5 was National Volunteer’s 
Day. If you want to sign on my list, come 
and talk to me.

Bruce Barr, Howick

NFSB schools managing 
high rate of absences

It should come as no surprise to 
learn the New Frontiers School Board 
(NSFB) has seen record levels of 
absences this fall. It certainly will not 
come as a shock to parents, who have 
no doubt spent more than a few days at 

home with sick kids since September.
“The numbers have definitely gone 

up,” says Michael Helm, the NFSB’s 
assistant director general, who reports 

that the high rate of absent students is 

not necessarily related to COVID cases; 
colds, the flu, and gastro are now more 
often the culprits.

Over the week of November 28 to 
December 2, the NFSB registered 
2986 absences with 1087 students 
being reported as sick with cold, flu, or 
COVID-19 symptoms. 1992 students 
were reported absent over the same 

period last year, when the Omicron 

wave was beginning to surge. Just over 
a thousand more students were reported 

absent last year over the same period 

between the end of November and early 

December, when the Omicron wave was 
beginning to surge. At this time during 
the 2019-2020 school year, back when 
we were just beginning to hear echoes 
of a new virus circulating in China 

and Europe, there were 699 students 
reported absent. Of those, only 117 were 
not in school because of illness.

“I think parents are doing an 
exceptional job in supporting the idea 
that if a child is sick, they should not 
be in school,” says Helm. He says they 
are seeing a similar situation when it 

comes to staff taking days off when 
unwell. Many are also wearing masks 
when they return, or at this point as a 

precaution in general.
Helm says the two years of the 

pandemic have changed how parents 

view and react when their children 

come down with something. “It is 
that first day,” he says, admitting that 

while his children are older now, he 

remembers sending them off to school 

despite complaints of not feeling well in 

the morning, Now, he says, parents are 

keeping their children home at the onset 
of symptoms, and are likely keeping 
them away longer as well.

“In general, we are more aware, and 
we have greater concern now. This 
has been carried forward from the 

pandemic,” Helm says. “In some cases, 
a child who may have been out for 

two days is now out for three to four,” 

he reports, suggesting that at this time, 

the NFSB is very aware people are 
being extra cautious and the number of 
absences is not cause for alarm. “We 
know they are for legitimate reasons,” 
he acknowledges, suggesting the NFSB 
is now emphasizing the importance of 

good communication between home 

and the schools to ensure students are 

not falling behind.
When students do return, masks 

are available in each school and 

centre. Public health authorities have 
recommended that people wear masks 
while recovering from any respiratory 

illness at this point, and while the 

NFSB is not going any further in 
recommending its staff or students wear 

masks, Helm says they are working 
to ensure each building has a steady 

supply, so anyone who prefers to wear 

one may do so.
“This is just the reality of what is 

happening right now,” says Helm. “Is 
it because we were so locked up and 
protected? It’s hard to know,” he says, 
noting that one thing is certain: the 
teachers, school staff, and administrators 

are all looking forward to a relaxing 
Christmas break. For the past two years, 
they have spent much of their time 

tracking COVID cases and preparing 
for extended holiday periods and 
possible returns to online learning. With 
this aspect of pandemic management 

behind them, Helm says he is looking 
forward to some time to unwind.

Sarah Rennie

LJI reporter

NFSB expresses concern 
over Bill C-13

The council of commissioners of the 

New Frontiers School Board (NFSB) is 
publicly raising concern over the federal 

government’s Bill C-13, which aims to 
amend the Official Languages Act.

The proposed legislation has been 

widely criticized by organizations 

advocating on behalf of the English 

language minority in Quebec, including 

the Quebec Community Groups Network 
(QCGN) and the Quebec English School 
Boards Association (QESBA), for 
protecting the use of French in federally 

regulated private businesses in Quebec 

and its acknowledgement of the Quebec 
Language Charter.

John Ryan, the chair of the NFSB 
council of commissioners, says they 

are very concerned by the bill’s lack 
of protection for minority language 

rights in this province. They are 
especially worried by the bill’s seeming 
endorsement of Quebec’s Bill 96, which 
amended the Language Charter, and the 

way it passed by the National Assembly 

using the notwithstanding clause. As 
a result, the NFSB will be sending a 

letter to every Liberal MP in Quebec 

denouncing the bill and its potential 

impacts on linguistic minority rights.
“Our board in particular does not 

normally react to things in this way, 

but this raises enough questions that 
our action can be seen an indicator of 

the amount of concern there is within 

the English community,” says Ryan, 

of the letter-writing campaign. As the 
only remaining elected representatives 

of the anglophone community, Ryan 

says school boards have a strong 

voice. Though, he admits, with a 
Superior Court decision looming on 
the constitutionality of Bill 40, there is 
a chance their right to speak on behalf 
of the English community may soon be 

diminished.
The QCGN has also issued an open 

letter addressed to David Lametti, 
the minister of justice and attorney 
general of Canada, which calls on the 

government to amend Bill C-13 to 
ensure that “language rights created by 
parliament are extended to both official 
languages.” This letter, which has now 
been signed by well over 2000 people, 

can be accessed and signed online at 

qcgn.ca/open-letter-parliamentarians.

Sarah Rennie

LJI reporter
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insurance needs for generations
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Residential • Travel

Happy Holidays from our team!

Insurance & Financial Services
1710 Chateauguay, Huntingdon 450.264.6166

1497 Rte 201, Ormstown 450.829.4266
bourgon.ca

Spacious 19th century family home, very well maintained over the 
years! Backed by the Chateauguay River, it offers an open concept, very 
large rooms, 3 bedrooms, powder room and plenty of lovely woodwork! 
Attached shed/workshop for your convenience. Private beach, 
small orchard and rock gardens, on a 53,000 sq. 
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amenities are less than one kilometer away!

121 rue Alexandre #21, Salaberry-de-Valleyfield, Québec, J6S 3K3
OFFICE: 450-371-8878 - CELL: 450 288-2384 - www.michellebourassa.com
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ORMSTOWN HOBBY FARM

NEW PRICE - $349,000

CSSVT unveils new facilities at 
the École des Jeunes-Riverains

The Centre de services scolaire de 

la Vallée-des-Tisserands (CSSVT) 
inaugurated its new facilities at 

the École des Jeunes-Riverains 
elementary school in Saint-Anicet 
on November 30. Many students, 
staff members, partners, and regional 

elected officials were on hand to 
celebrate this event.

The expansion project, for which 
planning began in 2020, was put 

in place in response to the growing 

number of students within the territory 

of the CSSVT, which welcomes an 
average of 500 additional students 

per year.
The Ministry of Education invested 

$9.8M in the expansion project, which 
allowed for the addition of a new 

cafeteria with an interactive kitchen 
for students, a double gymnasium 

equipped with integrated locker 
rooms and the latest technology, a 

new daycare service, a kindergarten 
corner, an expanded classroom that 
can accommodate up to 40 students, 
and a brand-new music room.

The renovations also allowed for 

the addition of a professional room, a 

Marie Nirva Louis

Translated by Sarah Rennie

PHOTO Marie Nirva Louis

The mayor of Saint-Anicet, Gino Moretti, with CSSVT director general Marc Girard, school 
principal Stéphanie Bourdeau, and CSSVT material resources director Martin Laframboise, 
along with two students, were present on November 30 for the inauguration of the expansion 
project at the École des Jeunes-Riverains.

staff room, a new ventilation system, 

new lockers, and upgrades to the 
schoolyard.

The project was completed despite 
several obstacles, including the 

shortage of wood, staff shortages, a 

construction shutdown due to lack of 
materials, and the relocation of cycle-

three students during construction. 
“The Jeunes Riverains school team 
has shown a great capacity to adapt, 

and today, which is inauguration day, 

we can all be proud of the result,” said 

school principal Stéphanie Bourdeau.
CSSVT general director Marc 

Girard underlined the tireless 

dedication of the material resources 

team and their director Martin 

Laframboise, who has worked in 
concert with the school team on the 

expansion project from the very 
beginning.

The students and staff the Jeunes-

Riverains school will now be able to 

benefit from facilities that are better 
adapted to their needs and much more 

conducive to learning.

Performing arts catching on at Howick Elementary

Students at Howick Elementary 
School are getting ready to stage their 
rendition of the Dr. Seuss’classic How 

the Grinch Stole Christmas before 

family and friends next week. And 
while the students are excited, there 
is perhaps no one prouder of the work 
that has been done to bring the magic 

of Whoville to life than the school’s 
principal, Melanie Primeau.

The production will feature every 

student from kindergarten to Grade 6. 
“Our Grade 5 and 6 students had the 
choice of a drama role, or being part 

of the crew during the show including 

set decoration and preparation,” says 

Primeau. “To ensure everyone had a 
role, most have been double-cast and 

some students are playing different 

roles in the morning and evening 

show,” she explains, noting this also 
ensures there is a back-up plan in the 
event someone gets sick before the 
show. Students in the choir have been 
rehearsing at lunch with music teacher 

Kirk Elsmore.

The play has students buzzing within 

the school, where they are fortunate to 

be exposed to art, drama, and music 
during their classes. With Primeau’s 
support, drama teacher Anny Auclair 

is working together with art teacher 
Alicia Demers and Elsmore to create 
a performing arts department of sorts.

“I spent 17 years at Chateauguay 
Valley Regional (CVR) and I saw the 
power of the performing arts,” says 

Primeau, who suggested the idea to 

her teachers. “They all have their 
curriculums, but they come together,” 

she adds, noting the fact the teachers 

work together adds value to the 
student’s experiences.

For example, the Grade 5 and 6 
students were offered the opportunity 

to choose between art and drama class, 

where some students chose drama to 

help and learn about sound, set design, 

and backstage management. “We 
are able to highlight the strengths of 

each student,” Primeau says, while 

explaining that the work they are 
doing at Howick Elementary will no 
doubt help students find their place as 
they move on from the school.

“It is about having them want to be 
involved when they get to high school, 

knowing that if they are creative, they 
will find their niche there as well.”

The acting bug

The school’s emphasis on the 
performing arts has also stirred up 

a buzz for acting amongst some 

of the older students. Several 
from Howick recently auditioned 
to be part of a new production 

by the Youtheatre company in 
Montreal. Following call-backs, 
Leilia Maghian-Strunga, Alyssia 
Leroux-Irving, Elena Kivinen, and 
Cale Ednie were amongst a group 

of 30 young thespians selected to 

participate.
Maghian-Strunga, a Grade 6 

student, says she especially likes 
the freedom that comes with acting. 
She says she is proud to have been 
cast with a professional theatre 

company. For now, however, 
she is focused on the Grinch and 

performing on the Howick stage.

Sarah Rennie

PHOTO Melanie Primeau – Howick Elementary School

Howick Elementary students Cale Ednie, 
Leilia Maghian-Strunga, Alyssia Leroux-
Irving, and Elena Kivinen have been cast in a 
new production by the Montreal Youtheatre 
company. They caught the acting bug at 
school as part of the budding performing 
arts department.
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Check out the JOB 
BOARD on The Gleaner's 

website at  
https://the-gleaner.com/jobs/

TO ADVERTISE IN PRINT OR ONLINE, 
please contact DIANNA CHYCKI at 

promotion@the-gleaner.com or  
1-844-450-5055 ext. 712.

JOB BOARD

2678 Route 138, Godmanchester, Quebec J0S 1H0

Our facility has positions available 

for kitchen and housekeeping.

Contact Catherine at 450 264 3123

or send CV to info@heritagehome.org

Argus Transport Canada  
is HIRING!

We’re looking to hire experienced 
heavy equipment mechanics and 
truck drivers for local, USA, and 

Canadian provinces for our Saint-
Bernard-de-Lacolle QC division.

Contact Kevin Kingsbury at 
kkingsbury@argustransport.com

Dundee has taken ‘necessary 
steps’: commission follow-up

A follow-up report issued by the 

Commission municipal du Québec has 
confirmed that the Municipality of the 
Township of Dundee has complied 
with a series of recommendations that 

accompanied the results of an investigation 

by the Direction des enquêtes et des 
pursuits en intégrité municipale (DEPIM). 
These were made public in September.

The original report concluded that 

the municipality had engaged in 

“irregularities and practices contrary to 
the Municipal Code” between November 

2020 and March 2021. The report 
recommended that council members and 

municipal staff be updated on the legal 

framework of the Municipal Code, and 
that the municipality review its practices 

concerning the management of public 

meetings.
At the time, the Dundee mayor, Linda 

Gagnon, maintained the municipality was 

taking the report and its recommendations 
very seriously. In a letter addressed to the 
general direction in Dundee, of which 
The Gleaner has obtained a copy, the 

president of the Commission Municipal 

du Québec, Jean-Philippe Marois, notes 
the conclusion of a follow-up report issued 

November 16 confirms this commitment.
“The municipality has taken the 

necessary steps to implement the 

recommendations of the Commission’s 
report to our satisfaction,” writes 

Marois, who notes that while not all of 

the relevant training for municipal staff 

and councillors has been completed, 

information provided by the municipality 

indicates formal training will take place in 
the near future.

In his letter, Marois also points out that 
a draft bylaw amending the council’s 
existing management bylaw was tabled 
during the regular municipal council 

meeting in November and is expected 
to be passed before the end of the year. 
“The cooperation of the municipal 
authorities gives us no reason to doubt 

that the bylaw will be adopted with due 

diligence.”
Marois highlights the support of the 

Ministry of Municipal Affairs regional 

directorate which he says “greatly 
facilitated the implementation of the 

recommendations at the municipality.” 
Dundee also moved to hire Elgin 

resident Marc Michot to serve as 

director general and secretary-treasurer 

in October, which has contributed to 

the municipality’s resolve to right the 
situation as quickly as possible.

Sarah Rennie

LJI reporter

An enchanting encounter
The Ormstown fairgrounds were once again transformed into a glittering Christmas Village on 
December 2 and 3, and despite the less-than-charming weather, visitors were treated to beautiful 
displays. These included an elaborate Christmas train, a deliciously decorated candy shoppe with 
hot chocolate and sugary sweets, and several wintery scenes and enchanted landscapes. Santa 
and Mrs. Claus welcomed mesmerized young visitors who happily hand-delivered their letters while 
getting in a word or two with the man in red. Even the Grinch seemed to have warmed to the holiday 
spirit as he popped up here and there among a cast of seasonal favourites, including glowing winter 
fairies and a certain lovable snowman of Frozen fame. “Over the weekend we had easily over 700 
visitors,” says LBA manager Sue Morison, who admits the numbers would have been higher if Jack 
Frost hadn’t been quite so unkind. “We have to look at it through the eyes of a child,” she says. “They 
loved it. The weather didn’t matter to them!” she exclaims, while noting the same can be said of 
her dedicated team of volunteers, which this year featured several younger first-time helpers. (SR)

PHOTO Sue Morison – LBA
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Future is uncertain for Saint-Antoine-Abbé church

A meeting concerning the 

possible sale of the Saint-Antoine-
Abbé Catholic Church took 
place on December 11. Around 
twenty parishioners gathered in 

the church sacristy to discuss the 

matter with Adolphe Bourdeau, 

the president of the Fabrique 
or church assembly and project 
manager, as well as Mathieu 

Vincent, the churchwarden and 

project manager.
During the meeting, Vincent 

presented several problematic 

issues facing the church, such 

as its structure, maintenance, 

insurance, and heating; however, 
the main concern for the place of 

worship comes down to money.
“We all agree that we are not 

rolling in money right now,” 

said Bourdeau. He explained that 
despite the budget in place and 

fundraising activities for 2023, 

the church will not be able to 

make ends meet.
Both Bourdeau and Vincent 

also pointed to the lack of a 
younger generation within the 

church organization. “I have been 
involved for 12 years now, and I 

am 70 years old. I need help; we 
need help,” said Bourdeau.

Their proposed solution 

involves the sale of the church to 

the parish and the creation of a 

partnership with the municipality 

to ensure the church’s future. 

“The process may take time,” 
explained Bourdeau, while 
confirming that all activities 

previously scheduled and 

approved by the church with 

continue to take place as planned.
Following a question period, 

which focused mainly on 

protecting the church’s heritage 
value, the chapel and its activities, 

as well as the involvement of the 

municipality in the project, the 
verdict was unanimous.

The citizens want to collaborate 

with the municipality to save 

their church and avoid arriving 

at a point of no return, namely its 

imminent closure and sale.
The Catholic church was 

built over 100 years ago, in the 
1800s, and bears the name of 
a well-known personality to 
most Quebecers, Saint Antoine 
Abbé (Curé Labelle). Labelle 
was the first priest to occupy the 
presbytery as parish priest from 

1859 to 1863.

Marie Nirva Louis

Translated by Sarah Rennie

PHOTO Marie Nirva Louis

Adolphe Bourdeau, the president of the Fabrique or church assembly and project manager, as 
well as Mathieu Vincent, the churchwarden and project manager, met with parishioners of the 
Saint-Antoine-Abbé Catholic Church on December 11 to discuss the potential sale of the building.

New life for the H’don Recreational Association

The Huntingdon Recreational 
Association was founded in May 

1963 by the owners of Cleyn and 
Tinker, as a way to encourage 
recreational activities among 

employees at the Huntingdon textile 
plant. In 1966, François Cleyn 
financed the purchase of a piece 
of waterfront property in Sainte-

Barbe for the association that was 

converted into a campground.
Cleyn and Tinker closed almost 

17 years ago, but the association 
continued, and former employees 

still make good use of the 
campground. On December 10, 
however, association members, who 

were all employed at one point by 

Cleyn and Tinker, were summoned 
to a general meeting by the board of 

directors who wished to determine 

whether to maintain or dissolve the 

organization.
“It was time to decide on the best 

direction for the association,” says 

Serge Darsigny, who has served as 
president for many years. Around 80 
eligible members participated in the 

meeting, which took place at École 
Arthur-Pigeon.

“It ended on a positive note,” 
Darsigny says. “A new committee 
has been voted in and they decided 

to keep the association and the 
campground,” he reports, noting he 

is pleased with the outcome.
“It is like a legacy to the employees 

of Cleyn and Tinker,” Darsigny says 
of the campground, which, for now, 

will continue to be managed by the 

association. “It is a beautiful site,” 

he adds, noting it would have been 

too bad to see it go.
For the families of some 

Cleyn and Tinker employees, 
the campground is like a second 
home. “There are so many 
generations of families who grew 

up there,” says Kim Wilson, who 
was present for the meeting on 

Saturday. She and her husband 
have a permanent location at 

the campground, and she says 

her daughters and their children 

continue to enjoy the site.
Wilson says she was pleased to 

see a new board of directors with 

seven members elected that will 

now be looking to the future in 
terms of managing the association 

and maintaining the campground.

Sarah Rennie

Livestock Breeders Association

Meeting in new year will 
determine fate of Dining Hall

The Livestock Breeders 
Association of the District of 
Beauharnois (LBA), the non-

profit that owns and cares for the 
Ormstown fairgrounds, announced 

at its AGM on December 7 that it 
will hold a meeting of its members 

in early 2023 to determine whether 

their project to build a new dining 
hall will go ahead.

As with any large project, there 
are many elements to be settled 

before ground can be broken, and 
board members involved with 

the project are busy acquiring 
surveyor’s reports and permits, in 
order to be prepared if the LBA’s 
members decide to go ahead with 

the demolition of the existing 
building and the construction of the 

updated facility.
Mark Anderson, president of the 

LBA, says the meeting will be held 

“as soon as we’ve got all the details” 
related to the project, specifying 
that “If the whole membership 
decides they don’t want to do this, 
we won’t do this.” (CH)

Editor’s note: The reporter on 

this article is a member of the LBA 

and attended the organization’s 

AGM as such, but the reporting 

on the meeting was done with the 

permission of LBA president Mark 

Anderson.
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Acknowledgement of Support - December 2022

The Chateauguay Valley Community Information Services, owner of The 

Gleaner, would like to gratefully acknowledge the Government of Canada for 

the following support:

The engagement of an intern for 2022-2023 has been provided through the 

domestic internship’s component of the “Young Canada Works at Building 

Careers in English and French” program, and funding for the “Tapping into New 

Markets” project, both of which have been made possible by the Community 

Media Strategic Support Fund offered jointly by the Official Language Minority 
Community Media Consortium and the Government of Canada.

Also, the financial support provided through the Canada Periodical Fund, 
Special Measures for Journalism 2021-2022, by the Department of Canadian 

Heritage, and the provision of financial assistance to support the production of 
local news content through the Local Journalism Initiative administered by the 
Quebec Community Newspapers Association on behalf of the Department of 

Canadian Heritage.

Acknowledgement  

of Support

December 2022

The Chateauguay Valley Com-

munity Information Services, 

owner of The Gleaner, would 
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NEWS

Groupe Meloche acquires 
Hemmingford Aerospace

Groupe Meloche, which develops 

and manufactures aerostructure 

and aircraft engine components for 

the aerospace sector, announced 

on December 1 that it has acquired 
Hemmingford Aerospace, a key 
player in the aircraft engine parts 

manufacturing industry.
This acquisition is part of the 

Groupe Meloche’s growth strategy, 
which aims to double its sales by 

2026, up to $200 million. The 

Hemmingford location will become 
the fifth industrial site for the group, 
which also has manufacturing and 

research and development facilities 

located in Salaberry-de-Valleyfield, 
Beauharnois, Bromont, and Montreal. 

The acquisition provides the company 
with an additional 150,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space to expand its 
production capacity.

In a press release issued by Groupe 
Meloche, the president and CEO, 

Hugue Meloche, says they are pleased 

to be welcoming Hemmingford 
Aerospace team into their group, 

noting the move will allow the 

company to provide innovative, 

high-quality manufacturing solutions 
linked to the constantly evolving 
needs within the sector.

Hemmingford Aerospace was 
founded in 1963. The family-owned 
business specializes in manufacturing 

components for Pratt & Whitney 
engines, including those powering 

the Airbus A320NEO family, Airbus 

A220, and Embraer E-Jets E2. Its 
partnership with Pratt & Whitney 
allowed the business to ride out much 

of the turbulence that has faced the 

aerospace sector in recent years. The 
addition of Hemmingford Aerospace’s 
135 employees to Groupe Meloche 
expands its workforce to around 500 
employees.

“We are proud that we can rely on 
a fast-growing workforce of skilled, 
dedicated personnel to better serve 

our customers. We are also continuing 
to seek candidates for specialized 
positions, particularly operators, 

machinists, and inspectors,” 

says Anne-Renée Meloche, vice 
president of human resources and 

communications.
The total amount of the transaction 

remains confidential; however, 
Groupe Meloche received support 

from the Fonds de solidarité FTQ and 
Investissement Québec as financial 
partners. (SR)

PHOTO Groupe Meloche

Groupe Meloche has acquired Hemmingford Aerospace, a leading aircraft engine parts 

manufacturer.

A new direction for watershed 
conservation group, SCABRIC

On November 21, Daniel Pilon, 
the president of the board of directors 

of the Société de conservation et 
d’aménagement des bassins versants 
de la zone Châteauguay (SCABRIC), 
announced the appointment of 

Geneviève Audet as the new general 

director of the watershed conservation 

non-profit organization.
Audet is currently fulfilling the role 

of assistant general director/project 
coordinator, and she will begin her new 

mandate in January 2023. 
With a hybrid background in 

science, environmental education, and 

management, Audet says she intends to 

use her skills and those of the SCABRIC’s 
team to their fullest potential, to help 

watershed partners adapt to best respond 

to the needs and challenges they have 

collectively expressed.
“The selection committee is confident 

we have chosen the best candidate 

from among all those we met. Ms. 
Audet stood out not only because 

of her vast experience in watershed 
management, her extensive knowledge 
of the organization, and her skills, but 
also because of her leadership within the 

community,” said Pilon.
Audet will replace long-time director 

Félix Blackburn who, after more than 
twenty years with the SCABRIC, will 
soon retire.

Salaberry-Suroît MP Claude 
DeBellefeuille recently spoke about 
Blackburn’s departure in the House of 
Commons in Ottawa. “I am honoured to 
highlight the exceptional achievements 
of Mr. Félix Blackburn, general director 
of the SCABRIC. For Mr. Blackburn, 

the Chateauguay River watershed 

holds no secrets. Since 2002, he has 
dedicated all his passion and skills 
to the conservation of this natural 

environment,” said DeBellefeuille, 
while noting a competent, involved, 

and efficient team is ready to pursue the 
SCABRIC’s mission.

“My dear Felix, enjoy your 
retirement. It is so well deserved,” 
added DeBellefeuille, while wishing 
him “many more paddle strokes on your 
beautiful Chateauguay River.”

In an interview, Audet she says she 
sees great potential for development and 

improvement to the role the organization 

plays regarding regional water 

management and its various challenges.

“I am confident in my leadership and 
management abilities. This position will 
give me the opportunity to improve and 

strengthen our network of collaborators and 
partners within the region, and even outside, 

to benefit the organization,” she said.
Audet admits she and Blackburn 

have always had a different but 

complementary vision for the non-

profit. Both agree on the significance of 
the municipal and agricultural sectors, as 

well as area shoreline residents.
“I believe in empowerment as a form 

of citizen participation. Who better than 
oneself to decide which changes to 

make or to recognize the push needed to 
act?” said Audet. “And, the SCABRIC 
non-profit is here to help.”

Marie Nirva Louis

Translated by Sarah Rennie

PHOTO Jeannine Haineault - SCABRIC
Geneviève Audet has been named the new 
general director of the SCABRIC.
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Autumn brought in a bumper crop of apples and tourists

Apple season in the Valley is always 

a perfect storm of great local produce 

and the influx of tourists coming to see 
what the region has to offer. After the 
2021 harvest was heavily affected by 
the late spring frost, the hope was that 

this season would be better. It certainly 
delivered on that wish.

Michelle Blair of Vergers Blair 

Orchards says, “The apple crop this 
year was above-average in both quality 
and quantity, due to an abundant 
blossom that we had in the spring 

and consistent rainfall throughout the 

growing season.” However, it was not 
a perfect season by any means. An 
unseasonably warm September did 
cause a lot of apples to fall prematurely.

Jeff Blair explains that “It was 
very hot in September which caused 
the apples to ripen fast, especially 

the MacIntosh variety. Therefore, 
a lot of them ended up going on the 

ground and [getting] soft and it ended 
up being a problem.” Normally, the 
cool September evenings and fall 
temperatures work in the apples’ 
favour; however, heat causes them 
to soften and fall to the ground. That 
being said, J. Blair says, “It was a 

much better year” in comparison to 

2021 and called this season a “bumper 
year.” The fact that so many apples 
grew actually caused the trees to be 

weighed down, which also contributed 

to the number of apples that dropped 

before being picked.
This was the first year that Vergers 

Blair Orchards was able to be open 

at full capacity since the beginning of 

the pandemic. It was also the busiest 
season they’ve had yet. “Every year 
the tourist business goes up and 

up and up. It always increases by 
about 10 per cent each year.” J. Blair 
explains that there are multiple factors 

for the increase: “More people have 
discovered the area. More people want 
to shop locally. More people want to 
take their kids out for a cheap family 
day instead of spending hundreds of 

dollars.” They were visited by tourists 
and locals alike.

What was surprising about this 
year is that every single day felt like 
a weekend. “Usually the huge crowds 
are on the weekends, and they still 
were, but this year we were extremely 
busy all week,” J. Blair says. This 
could have been due to local tourism 

rising, but he also adds, “It’s hard to 
say how much of that is attributable to 

the weather, because it was beautiful 

weather right into October.”
Looking ahead to next year, it is 

unclear what the season will be like. J. 
Blair says, “The fact that there was a 
big, big crop of apples this year points 

the finger to it not being as big next 
year, because it might not have as many 

blossoms, but you never really know. 
You can tell more in the spring… It 
depends on Mother Nature.”

Though they may not know what the 
weather will be like, M. Blair says, “I 
think that the agritourism in this area 
is consistently growing. Each year 
we have new families visit us with 

promises to return.” 

Callan Forrester

PHOTO Facebook - Blair Orchards

The team at Vergers Blair Orchards posed for an end of season portrait at the end of October 
following a very busy fall.

PHOTO Godmanchester Fire Department

Train derails in Godmanchester

PHOTO Crystal Todd

First responders were called to an accident involving a train at the intersection of the Montée Leblanc and Carr Road in Godmanchester around 7:35 p.m. on December 11. Members of the 
Godmanchester Fire Department responded to the train derailment, which involved at least two engines and several cars. The train was headed toward Montreal. Witnesses report that no 
one was injured in the accident. The railway remained closed overnight and into the following day as workers attempted to recover the cars and secure the site. The Gleaner has reached 
out to both CN and CSX for more information; however, as of press time, neither company had released any details. An update will be posted to www.the-gleaner.com as the story develops.
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A seed farm sprouts in Saint-Chrysostome

Hélène Saby won’t be selling the 
onions, the beets, or most of the 

vegetables she grows on rich clay soil 

in Saint-Chrysostome.
It’s not that they aren’t beautiful; far 

from it, they are impeccable – and for 

good reason. Only the best ones will 
be planted in an unheated greenhouse 

early next spring to produce seed to 
the delight of Quebec gardeners.

Saby became interested in seed 
farming because almost all the seeds 

available on store shelves are imported 

from China or the United States. “It’s 
also to evolve the genetics so that the 

plants respond better to our needs, to 

our climate, and to the diseases that 

can be present,” she says, pointing out 

that seeds produced in other climates 

are less adapted to the conditions here: 
a bit like a child who moves to Quebec 
after having grown up in Florida.

Saby, who just completed her first 
season of production at Duncan Farm, 
is part of a network of small seed farms 
scattered across southern Quebec. 
She produces wholesale for Quebec 
seed companies such as Jardins de 

l’écoumène, Ferme Coopérative 
Tournesol, or Semences du Grand 

Portage. These are companies that 
together represent a small segment 

in the market, but which have 
nevertheless seen rapid growth in 

recent years due to a strong demand 

for local seed.
Her project represents a change 

in the usage of the land in Saint-
Chrysostome, which formerly hosted 

the organic market garden Les 
Jardins d’Ambroisie. New owners 
Éric Bélanger and his wife Anne 
Belhumeur, who together own several 

Montreal restaurants, bought the land 

in 2021. The couple have encouraged 
Saby’s venture to ensure the land is put 
to good use.

In addition to paying Saby a salary, 
which allowed her to start the seed 

initiative without worrying about 

the usual associated risks of starting 
a small business, they also support 

her on the administrative side with 

accounting, among other things.
Seed gardening

Many stages of seed production are 

similar to gardening, but with some 

particularities. “The big challenge is to 
make sure the plant remains healthy as 
it matures,” says Saby, noting that a lot 
of prevention is needed to avoid disease 

and pest damage in organic farming. 

Ian Ward

Translated by Sarah Rennie

PHOTO Ian Ward

Hélène Saby says onions are her favourite plant as they are ‘the most fun to produce.’

The Union des Producteurs Agricoles 
(UPA) has launched a new general 
website following a three-year major 
web redesign project aimed at offering 
users a fluid and more personalized 
experience. The website incorporates 
that of the Fédération de l’UPA de la 
Montérégie as well as the 11 other 
regional federations.

Jérémie Letellier, president of the 
Montérégie federation, says the new 
website, which is linked to the general 
UPA site, “demonstrates the strength 
of our network and the richness of 
our organization, while highlighting 

the agricultural producers of the 

Montérégie.”

The site has been redesigned as an 

attractive and engaging resource for 

producers with pertinent information 

on all aspects of farming. More content 
aimed at general citizens has also been 

integrated, including a communications 

corner where news and press releases 

are featured, as well as information 

organized by theme or contemporary 

issue. The site now includes a youth 
area as well as a recipe section classified 
by product, and an easy one-click 
subscription to various newsletters 

produced by the UPA is also featured.
The Fédération de l’UPA de la 

Montérégie’s new website can be found 
online at monteregie.upa.qc.ca. (SR)

UPA launches new website

Among the strategies implemented 

on the farm, ventilation is key: “The 
space between plants is often three 

to four times more than normal. For 
example, one radish is planted every 
nine inches,” she explains. A red radish 
is normally ready to eat in four weeks 
from planting but takes about four 
months to produce seed. This translates 
into at least 16 weeks of weeding, 
protection from pests, and staking to 
keep the large plants from falling to the 
ground.

The work is worth it for Saby, who 
promotes the importance of seed 

self-sufficiency. “It is important to 
have access to resources in case of 

a problem, or if the border closes,” 

she says.
Her favorite plant? “It’s the onion 

because it’s the most fun to produce. 
You take care of it from the time it’s 
born from the seed to when it dies. 
You get attached to it! There is so 
much satisfaction in getting to the 

end of the process.”

Christmas fairs abound
After a long break because of COVID, Christmas 
festivals are back in force this holiday season. 
On Saturday, December 3, Saint-Louis-de-
Gonzague hosted a Christmas market at the 
Catholic church. Visitors enjoyed free horse-
drawn carriage rides through the town, and 
the church and adjacent hall were filled with 
artisans. Santa himself had a booth.

On the same day, the Huntingdon County 
Farmers’ Market welcomed over 1,600 
shoppers to the Christmas market that 
took place in the Ormstown Recreation 
Centre. Local members of Scouts Canada 
had a booth outside, and there were many 
artisans, producers and vendors inside 
for holiday shopping. At left, visitors to 
the Christmas market in Saint-Louis-de-
Gonzague enjoyed horse-drawn carriage 
rides through the village. (YLL)PHOTO Yvonne Lewis Langlois



 The Gleaner • Le Gleaner 2022.12.14 page 13

Howick farmer to appear 
in popular reality show
It was recently announced that Howick resident Bobby (Robert) Tolhurst will be one of 
five contestants featured on season 11 of the hit show, L’amour est dans le pré, which 
is a reality dating show specifically for farmers in Quebec. Tolhurst, a 27-year-old dairy 
farmer, applied to the show during its recruitment period last summer. In his original 
profile video, he explains he always knew he wanted to be a farmer and that he likes 
working in agriculture because it’s manual labour as opposed to sitting behind a 
computer all day. L’amour est dans le pré will premiere on the Noovo channel, starting 
January 12 at 8:00 p.m. (CF)

PHOTO provided

AGRICULTURE

OVC welcomes Dr. Jakob Goettke

Earlier this year, the Ormstown 

Veterinary Clinic added a new 

veterinarian to the roster. Jakob 
Goettke is a large-animal vet 
originally from Dunham. He grew 
up on a beef farm and he explains 
that because he was always around 

animals, “’Vet’ or ‘farmer’ were the 
only two career options for me that 

I could ever think of.” He says he 
always felt compelled to be a vet 

and explains the desire to be one as 
“a bit of a disease that we have.”

Growing up, Goettke had a 
neighbour who was a vet, and he 

spent a good part of his childhood 

working alongside him and learning 
from his experience. “He’s been 
practicing for 46 or 47 years now. 
I used to go with him a lot since I 
was a young teenager,” Goettke 
says. He then studied in Lennoxville 
for CEGEP and adds, “Then I 
did an undergrad in biology at the 

University of Prince Edward Island, 
and followed that with a DVM at the 
same school.”

Last year, Goettke did a month-long 
internship at the clinic in Ormstown. 
He says, “I just fell in love with the 

clientele and the atmosphere at the 

clinic. They’re pretty progressive 
with new techniques, and they’re 
outgoing. They’re unique in the way 
they expose themselves to things 
outside of Quebec.”

One of these techniques he 
references is the “Fear Free” 
certification that the clinic has for 
its small animals. This certification 
ensures that the animals are met 

with gentle practices and stress-

free spaces. Though things are a 
bit different for large animals, the 

vets still try to use similar tactics: 
“It’s not the same certification 
process. We don’t have that sort 
of certification with large animals. 
But, of course, you do the best 

practices and [use] the most 
humane ways to treat animals,” 

says Goettke.
Goettke’s practice focuses on 

large animals such as dairy and beef 

cattle; however, he does also work 
with goats and sheep on occasion. He 
does not offer any equine services. 
The best way to get in contact with 

him is by calling the clinic itself.
For Goettke, creating a rapport 

with the animal owners is one of 

the best parts of the job, and he 
really appreciates the respect and 

appreciation from the clientele at 

the clinic. He also loves that “It’s 
a physical job, which is important 
to me. I grew up on a farm, so I 

couldn’t just sit in an office.” He 
and his wife, a dairy nutritionist, 

have been living in the Valley full-

time since August.

Callan Forrester

PHOTO provided

Dr. Jakob Goettke joined the team at the Ormstown Veterinary Hospital earlier this year.  

Mental health receives 
generous boost from 
region’s milk producers

On November 16, Les 
Producteurs de lait de Montérégie-
Ouest (PLMO) and Les 

Producteurs de lait de Montérégie-
Est (PLME) presented Au Coeur 

des Familles Agricoles (ACFA) 

with $9500 for its maintenance 
fund for mental health workers 
in the Montérégie region. These 
funds were raised on August 20 

at PLMO and PLME’s event, 
“Lait’vénement social 2022,” a 
dinner show attended by more 

than 325 milk producers, which 
took place at Ferme Roystein in 
Saint-Alexandre.

Peter Strebel, dairy farmer and 

PLMO’s president, says “The 
PLMO and PLME are pleased to 

contribute to the psychological 

well-being of our producers in the 

Montérégie region. We believe 
that being surrounded by family 

and friends is essential to our 

balance. When certain life events 
upset this balance, it is important 

to be able to turn to the specialized 

resources offered by ACFA’s rank 
workers.”

494 family farms are represented 
by the PLME, and the PLMO 

represent 359, all of whom are 
proud to produce high-quality 
milk every day. (CF)

PHOTO provided
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Nous ferons une pause...Nous ferons une pause...

Après l’édition du 14 déc., nous ferons une 
pause jusqu’à l’édition du 11 janv. 2022.

PHOTO Sarah Rennie

La magie de Noël : bien vivante à 
Howick et Très-Saint-Sacrement
Les familles de Howick et de Très-Saint-Sacrement ont bravé le froid dans les rues le 10 dé-
cembre pour la 15e édition du défilé du Père Noël de Howick. Le défilé comprenait plusieurs 
chars thématiques créés par des organisations, des écoles et des entreprises de la région, 
plusieurs tracteurs décorés de façon festive, et de nombreux camions de pompiers provenant 
de services de près et de loin, dont  Kahnawake et Sainte-Barbe. « C’est vraiment devenu un 
défilé régional, ça ne cesse de prendre de l’ampleur » déclare Ashley Arthur, coorganisatrice, 
soulignant qu’il y a toujours une bonne participation. La députée de Huntingdon Carole Mallette 
a silloné le parcours du défilé en distribuant des cannes de bonbons à des jeunes enthousias-
més. « Nous avions 450 cannes de bonbons à distribuer aux enfants. Nous en avons manqué », 
s’est-elle exclamée dans un message publié sur Facebook après l’événement, où elle a félicité 
la communauté de s’être réunie pour un événement aussi spécial. Les membres du mouve-
ment des Scouts de Howick, ainsi que les Guides, ont collecté des denrées alimentaires non 
périssables en contribution aux paniers de Noël de Howick et de Très-Saint-Sacrement. « Nous 
savons qu’il y a un besoin cette année encore », a déclaré Mme Arthur.

L’école des Jeunes-
Riverains inaugure ses 
nouvelles installations

PHOTO CSSVT

Le maire de Saint-Anicet, Gino Moretti, accompagné 
du directeur général de la CSSVT, Marc Girard, 
de la directrice de l’école, Stéphanie Bourdeau, 
et du directeur des ressources matérielles de la 
CSSVT, Martin Laframboise, ainsi que de deux 
élèves, étaient présents le 30 novembre dernier 
pour l’inauguration du projet d’agrandissement de 
l’école des Jeunes-Riverains.

Le 30 novembre dernier avait lieu 

l’inauguration des nouvelles installations 
de l’école primaire Les Jeunes Riverains.  
Sur place, nombreux élèves, membres 
du personnel, partenaires ainsi qu’élus 
régionaux étaient rassemblés pour 
souligner cet évènement.

Le projet d’agrandissement, dont 
la planification avait débuté en 2020, 
a été mis en place dû à l’importante 
augmentation de la clientèle sur le 

territoire du Centre de services scolaire 

de la Vallée-des-Tisserands (CSSVT) 
qui accueille chaque année en moyenne 
500 élèves de plus.

Grâce à une subvention obtenue du 
ministère de l’Éducation, 9,8 million $ 
ont été investis dans ce projet. Les travaux 
ont permis : l’ajout d’une nouvelle 
cafétéria munie d’une cuisine interactive 
pour les élèves, un gymnase double avec 
nouveaux vestiaires intégrés et système 
de technologie récente, un nouveau 
service de garde, un nouveau coin pour 

la maternelle, une classe double pouvant 

accueillir jusqu’à 40 élèves ainsi qu’un 
tout nouveau local de musique.

Les aménagements ont aussi permis 
d’ajouter un local pour les professionnels, 
une salle pour le personnel, un nouveau 

système de ventilation, de nouveaux 
casiers ainsi qu’un changement à la cour 
d’école.

Plusieurs obstacles se sont montés 
contre ce projet.  La pénurie de bois, 
le manque de personnel, la fermeture 
due au manque de matériel et la 
relocalisation du troisième cycle lors 

des travaux. « L’équipe-école des Jeunes 
Riverains a fait preuve d’une grande 
capacité d’adaptation et aujourd’hui, 
jour d’inauguration, nous pouvons tous 
être fiers du résultat » souligne Stéphanie 
Bourdeau, directrice de l’école des 
Jeunes Riverains.

Les élèves et le personnel de 
l’école pourront maintenant profiter 
d’installations mieux adaptées à leurs 
besoins et beaucoup plus propices à 
l’apprentissage. 

Sur place, le directeur général du 
CSSVT, Marc Girard, tenait fortement 
à remercier et souligner le travail de 

l’équipe des ressources matérielles et 
de leur directeur Martin Laframboise, 

qui, « ont travaillé sans relâche, de 
concert avec l’équipe-école, sur ce projet 
d’agrandissement depuis le tout premier 
jour ».

Dû à la situation démographique 
en cours sur le territoire du CSSVT, 
d’autres projets d’agrandissement 
et de constructions d’écoles sont en 
cours notamment à Beauharnois et à 
Huntingdon. 

Malgré le défi de répondre aux 
exigences de planification immobilière 
et celui de s’en tenir au budget de départ, 
l’équipe-école et leurs partenaires 
ont réussi à offrir de nouveaux 

espaces modernes et favorables à 
l’épanouissement des jeunes.

Le Centre de services scolaire de la 

Vallée-des-Tisserand partage une vision 
similaire avec sa communauté scolaire : 
celle d’accroître la réussite et développer 
le plein potentiel de chaque élève, jeune 
ou adulte, car l’école est le noyau d’une 
municipalité.

Marie Nirva Louis
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Une vente de plantes aura lieu 

au Centre d’éducation pour adultes 
de Huntingdon (HAECC) le 16 
décembre au 24, rue York, de 9 h 30 à 
15 h 30. Ne manquez pas de prendre 
le temps d’acheter des cadeaux à la 
Boutique To.Us. Renseignements 
au 450-264-9276 ; argent comptant 
seulement.

Ne manquez pas le deuxième 
marché de Noël du Marché Fermier 
du Comté de Huntingdon le samedi 
17 décembre, de 10 h à 16 h au centre 
communautaire de Saint-Anicet, dans 
l’église.

Beaucoup de nourriture est 
disponible pour les personnes 
dans le besoin à La Pantry, au 476, 
rue Frontière à Hemmingford. La 
Montérégie Ouest Community 
Network y a également aménagé un 
placard communautaire pour ceux qui 
auraient besoin de vêtements chauds, 
de jouets, etc. Renseignements 

au 450-247-2893 ou sur la page 
Facebook de La Pantry.

La Guignolée des Médias au 

profit de Moisson Sud-Ouest a été 
un grand succès. Des records ont 
été battus à Huntingdon, où 7619,15 
$ ont été recueillis (le total en 2021 
était de 5705,40 $).

Rah, Rah, Rudolph ! La 13ème 
course de Rudolph, qui a eu lieu le 
26 novembre à Ormstown, a permis 
de récolter un total de 4825 $ pour La 
Bouffe Additionnelle. Au cours de 
ses 13 années la course a permis de 
récolter un total de 41 253 $.

CORRECTION : Une coquille 
s’est glissée dans l’article annonçant 
l’ouverture du nouveau centre de 
services aux jeunes Aire Ouverte 
à Huntingdon (Le Gleaner, 30 
novembre). Dans le sous-titre nous 
avons écrit Air Ouverte et non Aire 
Ouverte. Nous regrettons cette erreur.

D’un foyer à l’autre

450-264-2327

www.HeirloomTimberFrames.com

NOUS SOUHAITONS A TOUS NOUS SOUHAITONS A TOUS 

DE JOYEUSES FETES !DE JOYEUSES FETES !

marchefermierhuntingdon.ca marchefermierhuntingdon@gmail.com

Marché de noël
17 décembre 10 h à 16 h

centre communautaire de saint-anicet

La municipalité de Sainte-Barbe 
accueillera, en janvier 2023, un 
événement baptisé Le plus petit festival 
d’animation au monde. Grâce à de 
multiples partenaires, cet évènement 
prendra place au Centre culturel 

Barberivain situé sur le chemin de 
l’église et présentera les œuvres de 
plus d’une vingtaine de réalisateurs de 
partout à travers le monde. 

Après deux ans d’absence, le 
festival sera de retour pour sa 5e 

édition et projettera un total de 27 
films provenant de 14 pays. Lors de 

ce festival, plusieurs surprises seront 

au rendez-vous. Visite d’invités, 
dégustation de pop-corn et remise 
d’un trophée et d’un prix en argent 
pour le coup de cœur du public. Ce 
trophée sera expédié dans le pays du 
réalisateur gagnant. 

Les billets pour ce festival sont 

déjà en vente et vous pouvez vous les 
procurer à l’aide de leur site internet; 
https://lematounoir.qc.ca/PPFAM/
index.html .

Une vaste sélection de films vous 
attend lors de cette soirée. (MNL)

Le plus petit festival 
d’animation au monde

Le 10 décembre dernier, la municipalité d'Ormstown 
a célébré l'esprit des fêtes avec son traditionnel 
Noël enchanté. La rue Lambton a été fermée à la 
circulation et les visiteurs ont pu profiter d'un éventail 
d'activités, allant de la décoration de biscuits en 
forme d'affreux chandails de Noël, au rôtissage de 
guimauves et de smores sur des foyers craquelants, 
en passant par la dégustation gratuite d'un cidre 
chaud très apprécié, la participation à une partie de 
hockey de rue, des promenades en calèche, et bien 
plus encore. Oh, et ceux qui ont été assez malins 
pour trouver les indices cachés dans les magasins 
de la rue principale ont pu rencontrer un certain vieil 
elfe jovial et son assistante. L'objectif de l'événement 
était de soutenir les entreprises d'Ormstown tout en 
encourageant les visiteurs à faire des achats locaux, 
explique Zoë Gillies, qui gère la friperie Grenier de Zoë 
et fait partie du groupe d'activités Loisirs Ormstown 
qui a organisé l'événement en collaboration avec la 
municipalité.

Un rassemblement Un rassemblement 
enchanteur à Ormstownenchanteur à Ormstown

PHOTO Sarah Rennie
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Tél: (450) 264-5024 • info@grantsbakery.ca

51 rue Roosevelt, Huntingdon (Québec) J0S 1H0
www.grantsbakery.ca

HEURES D’OUVERTURE:  

mercredi au vendredi de 9h à 17h, samedi de 9h à 13h

Nous fermons le samedi 24 décembre à 13h

Réouverture le mercredi 1er février 2023

À l’occasion  de  la   
période  des Fêtes et  la  

nouvelle  année , nous vous 
offrons nos meilleurs  

vœux  de  santé   
et  bonheur !

141 Chateauguay, Huntingdon 
(450) 264-3161

Joyeux noël  Joyeux noël  
et Bonne Année!et Bonne Année!

Marché du Vieux Bois/ 
Dépanneur Herdman         

HORAIRE DES FÊTES : 
24 déc.: 9h-19h
25 déc.: 12h-17h  
26 déc.: 10h-19h
31 déc.: 9h-19h 
1er janv.: 12h-17h

1939 rte 202, Hinchinbrooke 450-264-5977

Joyeux noël!

Un Écocentre sous-régional à Sainte-Barbe
La mairesse de la Municipalité 

de Sainte-Barbe, Mme Louise 
Lebrun, a annoncé le 29 novembre 
dernier l’ouverture de l’Écocentre 
sous-régional de Sainte-Barbe dès 
l’automne prochain. 

« C’est en réponse à des demandes 
exprimées par les citoyens, et afin de 
réduire la quantité de matières que 
nous envoyons systématiquement 
à l’enfouissement que nous 
aménageons, ici même, l’Écocentre 
sous-régional de Sainte-Barbe. On 
l’appelle sous-régional parce qu’étant 
situé dans le sens des déplacements ; 
l’endroit est tout indiqué pour servir 
l’ensemble des citoyens qui résident 
dans un rayon de plus ou moins 15 
km », déclare-t-elle. 

Situé dans le bâtiment et sur le 
terrain 433 de la route 132, ce nouveau 
complexe environnemental permettra 
de revaloriser les objets plutôt que de 
les jeter et d’aménager les articles qui 
encombrent nos maisons.

Ce projet prendra éventuellement 
vie, grâce à une importante subvention 
d’une somme de 100 000 $ de 
RECYC-QUÉBEC, une collaboration 

avec le cabinet d’expertise Stratzer, 
cabinet environnemental spécialisé 
en gestion de matières résiduelles, 
ainsi que le comité de travail crée en 
2019, formé de citoyens, d’élus et 
d’employés municipaux. 

On estime que cet écocentre pourra 
contenir environ 12 tonnes de résidus 
domestiques dangereux (RDD), 

de produits de technologies de 

l’information et de la communication, 
ainsi que 925 tonnes de matières 
résiduelles par année.

« En ayant une vision régionale 
sous le signe de la collaboration, 

nous unissons nos forces avec les 

municipalités voisines pour agir 
comme levier auprès des instances 

gouvernementales afin d’offrir de 
meilleurs services à nos résidents. 
En participant collectivement à la 

réduction de l’enfouissement, nous 
sommes tous gagnants », affirme 
Mme Lebrun.

Accompagnée de la coordonnatrice 
à la gestion des matières résiduelles 
(GMR) de la MRC du Haut-Saint-
Laurent, cette équipe bâtira bien 
plus qu’un écocentre. En effet, le 
site inclura également un magasin 
de vente d’article de seconde main, il 
servira d’entrepôt pour toute matière 
pouvant être réemployée et de plateau 
de travail pour réparer tout article 
ayant un potentiel de revente.

L’un des souhaits de l’équipe : 
pousser les organismes 

communautaires du milieu à 
participer au cycle de la revalorisation 

des objets, tout en accomplissant leur 
mission dans la communauté. Une 
action qui pourrait aider grandement 
à changer et préserver notre 
environnement. (MNL)

PHOTO Municipalité de Sainte-Barbe

La mairesse de Sainte-Barbe, Louise Lebrun, au centre, avec des acteurs du milieu, au site du 
nouvel écocentre de la municipalité.

PHOTO Facebook – Club de Golf Saint-Anicet

Le 24 novembre dernier, le Club de Golf de Saint-Anicet recevait une nouvelle très agréable. 
En effet, lors du Gala Méritas 2022 de l’association des clubs de golf du Québec, le méritas 
de l’idée innovatrice de 2022 leur a été remis. Avec une campagne de sensibilisation et d’en-
gagement communautaire orienté vers les familles Ukrainiennes établies dans notre région, 
les clubs de golf du Québec ont tenu à souligner cette idée en le remerciant avec ce méritas.
Une preuve parfaite que chaque petit geste compte énormément. (MNL)

Le Club de Golf de 
Saint-Anicet remporte 
un prix méritas
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Joyeuses Fêtes!
de la part de la Ville de Huntingdon

Les membres du conseil municipal  

sont les suivants :

André Brunette, maire

Denis St-Cyr, conseiller, siège no. 1

Andrea Geary, conseillère, siège no. 2

Dominic Tremblay, conseiller, siège no. 3

Florent Ricard, conseiller, siège no. 4

Maurice Brossoit, conseiller, siège no. 5

Rémi Robidoux, conseiller, siège no. 6

‘Citoyens avertis engagés’ frustrés à Franklin 

 Le 21 novembre, une missive 
signée, endossée par un groupe 
d’environ 35 citoyens de Franklin 
et de Saint-Antoine-Abbé se 
désignant comme Citoyens avertis 
engagés, a été déposée à l’hôtel, 
exigeant une meilleure gestion des 
finances publiques.

La missive comprend deux 
propositions qui, selon le groupe, 
réduiraient les taxes municipales 
payées par les secteurs résidentiel 
et agricole, qui ont connu une 
augmentation de plus de 25% et 

11% respectivement en 2022. La 
municipalité de Franklin a gelé 
son taux d’imposition résiduel 
malgré l’importante augmentation 
de valeur des propriétés, ce qui 
a généré une hausse des recettes 
fiscales.  Le groupe propose un 
allégement fiscal financé par des 
transferts de l’excédent non affecté. 
Ils recommandent également 
l’utilisation de règlements 
d’emprunt pour financer les projets 
inclus dans le plan triennal, tels que 
l’achat d’un nouveau tracteur et 
l’installation d’un parc aquatique.

Plusieurs membres du groupe 

étaient présents à la réunion du 
conseil municipal du 5 décembre, 
où le maire Yves Métras n’a 
pas répondu directement à la 
missive, mais a noté que le 
conseil commençait à travailler 
sur le budget de l’année prochaine 
et qu’il évaluerait toutes les 
recommandations soumises à la 
municipalité.

Un nouveau tracteur

Plus tard au cours de la réunion, 
le conseil a approuvé une dépense 
de 176 000 $ pour l’achat d’un 
nouveau tracteur. Le montant doit 
être entièrement payé à partir du 
budget opérationnel – une décision 
qui, selon les membres du groupe 

de citoyens, va à l’encontre de la 
missive exigeant que l’achat soit 
financé pour répartir les dépenses 
sur la durée de vie de l’équipement.

Le directeur général de Franklin, 
Simon St-Michel, prévient 
toutefois qu’un règlement sur 
les prêts entraîne également des 
conséquences et des répercussions 
sur les contribuables. « Nous 
savons que les temps sont 
difficiles pour nos contribuables 
et nous voulions éviter d’alourdir 
le fardeau des citoyens », a-t-il 
expliqué en entrevue.

 Le remplacement du tracteur 

était également devenu urgent 
pour la municipalité, explique M. 
St-Michel, qui note que le tracteur 
actuel est dans un état lamentable 
et a coûté environ 30 000 $ en 
réparations au cours de la dernière 
année. À l’approche de l’hiver, il 
affirme qu’un nouveau tracteur 
est « essentiel à nos opérations de 
déneigement. 

En ce qui concerne les autres 
investissements à long terme 
annoncés dans le plan triennal, 
M. St-Simon indique que la 
municipalité a récemment 
embauché Geneviève Carrière à 
titre de directrice générale associée 
et que l’une de ses tâches consiste 
notamment à rechercher différents 
programmes gouvernementaux 
pour trouver des subventions qui 
pourraient aider à financer ces 
dépenses.
Taux d’imposition par rapport à 
l’évaluation

L’ancien maire, Douglas Brooks, 
qui fait partie du groupe de 
citoyens, affirme que tout revient 
au taux d’imposition imposé aux 
citoyens. Il dit qu’il est trompeur 
de laisser entendre qu’une 
augmentation de l’évaluation du 
logement affecte nécessairement 
négativement les propriétaires, 
notant que la municipalité a la 

Sarah Rennie

Traduit par Marie-Nirva Louis

La Commission 
municipale confirme 
que des travaux sont en 
cours à Dundee 

Un rapport de suivi émis par la 
Commission municipale du Québec 
confirme que la Municipalité du 
Canton de Dundee s’est conformée 
à une série de recommandations 
émises suite à une enquête de 
la Direction des enquêtes et des 
poursuites en intégrité municipale 
(DEPIM) rendue publique en 
septembre. 

Le rapport initial concluait que 
la municipalité s’était livrée à « 
des irrégularités et des pratiques 
contraires au Code municipal » 
entre novembre 2020 et mars 2021. 
Le rapport recommandait que les 
membres du conseil et le personnel 

municipal soient informés du 
cadre juridique du Code municipal 
et que la municipalité revoie ses 
pratiques concernant la gestion des 
réunions publiques. 

À l’époque, la mairesse de 
Dundee, Linda Gagnon, soutenait 
que la municipalité prenait 
très au sérieux le rapport et les 
recommandations qu’il contenait. 
Dans une lettre adressée à la 
direction générale de Dundee, 
dont Le Gleaner a obtenu copie, 

le président de la Commission 
municipale du Québec, Jean-
Philippe Marois, note la conclusion 

d’un rapport de suivi publié le 16 
novembre. 

« La Municipalité a pris les mesures 
requises pour mettre en œuvre les 
recommandations du rapport de la 

Commission à notre satisfaction », 
écrit M. Marois, qui note que même 
si toutes les formations pertinentes 

pour le personnel municipal et les 

conseillers municipaux n’ont pas 
été complétées, les informations 
fournies par la municipalité 
indiquent qu’une formation 
formelle aura lieu dans un proche 

avenir. 
Dans sa lettre, M. Marois 

souligne également qu’un projet de 
règlement modifiant le règlement 
de gestion existant du conseil a été 
déposé lors d’une séance du conseil 
municipal en novembre et devrait 

être adopté avant la fin de l’année. 
« La collaboration des autorités 
municipales ne nous donne aucune 

raison de douter que le règlement 
sera adopté avec diligence ». 

M. Marois souligne l’appui de la 
direction régionale du ministère des 
Affaires municipales qui, selon lui, 
« a grandement facilité la mise en 
œuvre des recommandations par la 
municipalité ». 

Dundee a également décidé 
d’embaucher Marc Michot, résident 
d’Elgin, à titre de directeur général 
et secrétaire-trésorier en octobre, ce 
qui a contribué à la détermination 
de la municipalité à redresser 
la situation le plus rapidement 

possible. 

Sarah Rennie

Traduit par Marie-Nirva Louis

possibilité d’ajuster les taux 
d’imposition pour limiter l’impact 
direct sur les contribuables. 

Selon le conseiller Simon 
Brennan, « nous n’avions pas 
suffisamment d’informations 
comptables de la dernière année et 
demie, ce qui a amené le conseil 
à se fier aux données des années 
précédentes pour élaborer le budget 
de 2022 ». Il dit qu’à cause de cela, 
le conseil craignait d’échouer. « 
Il n’est pas dans notre intérêt de 
maintenir les impôts élevés », dit 
Brennan. « Cette année, il s’agissait 

de rattraper le retard comptable et 

de reconstruire l’administration », 
admet-il.

Brooks explique qu’étant 
donné l’excédent accumulé, les 
choses auraient encore pu être 
faites différemment. « Il existe 
des outils qui sont disponibles, 
et ils aident à garder les impôts 
que vous devez payer beaucoup 
plus bas », dit-il. « En 2023, nous 
[le groupe de citoyens] devrons 
montrer que nous ne sommes pas 
favorables à la façon dont cela a 
été fait. »
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COMMENT ACHETER UN ABONNEMENT :

• Remplissez le formulaire inclus dans  
n’importe quelle édition du Gleaner

• Achetez l’abonnement en ligne à  
www.the-gleaner.com 

• Appellez 1.844.450.5055, poste 711

Offrez des nouvelles locales en cadeau !

Pour seulement 60 $ PAR ANNÉE, vous pouvez offrir un cadeau qui est 

produit ici même dans le Haut-Saint-Laurent et qui livre DU CONTENU LOCAL 
directement dans la boîte aux lettres du destinataire tout au long de l’année (24 

éditions, pour être précis) ! Nous avons même une carte-cadeau à mettre sous 

le sapin ou à glisser dans un bas de Noël !

VENEZ NOUS VOIR
lors de notre dernier événement de  
l’année ce samedi 17 décembre au  

1560, rue Saint-Anicet à Saint-Anicet de 
10 h à 16 h. Lorsque vous vous abonnez ou 
renouvelez votre abonnement en personne, 
vous recevrez gratuitement un sac fourre-

tout pratique du Gleaner !

Une nouvelle direction pour la SCABRIC

Le 21 novembre dernier, 
Daniel Pilon, président du conseil 
d’administration de la société de 
conservation et d’aménagements 
des bassins versants de la zone 

Châteauguay, annonçait la 
nomination de Geneviève Audet au 

poste de directrice générale. 
Occupant actuellement le poste de 

directrice adjointe/coordination des 
projets, elle débutera son mandat dès 
janvier 2023. 

Détentrice d’une formation hybride 
en sciences, en éducation relative 
à l’environnement ainsi qu’en 
gestion, Mme Audet affirme qu’elle 
compte utiliser à plein potentiel ses 
compétences et celles de l’équipe de 
la SCABRIC pour accompagner la 
transformation des comportements 

des acteurs de l’eau, afin de répondre 
aux besoins et défis qu’ils ont eux-
mêmes exprimés collectivement. 

« Le comité de sélection est 
confiant d’avoir choisi la meilleure 
candidate parmi toutes les personnes 

rencontrées. Mme Audet s’est 
distinguée non seulement par sa 
vaste expérience en gestion de l’eau 
par bassin versant, sa très grande 

connaissance de l’organisation et 
ses compétences, mais également 

par son leadership dans le milieu », 
mentionne Daniel Pilon. 

Mme Audet remplacera Félix 
Blackburn qui, après plus de vingt ans 
de carrière auprès de la SCABRIC, 
prendra bientôt sa retraite. Claude de 
Bellefeuille, députée de la Chambre 
des communes du Canada, avait 

d’ailleurs quelques mots afin de 
souligner le départ de M. Blackburn.

« J’ai l’honneur de souligner 
les réalisations exceptionnelles 
de monsieur Félix Blackburn, 
directeur général de la SCABRIC. 
Pour monsieur Blackburn, le bassin 
versant de la Rivière Châteauguay 

n’a aucun secret. C’est depuis 2002 
qu’il dédie toute sa passion et ses 
talents au service de la conservation 

de ce milieu naturel. […] Une équipe 
compétente, impliquée et efficace, 
est prête à poursuivre la mission 
essentielle de la SCABRIC. Mon cher 
Félix, profite bien de ta retraite. Elle 
est tellement méritée. Je te souhaite 
maintenant plusieurs coups de pagaie 

sur ta belle rivière Châteauguay » !
 Au cours d’un entretien avec Mme 

Audet par rapport à sa nouvelle 
nomination, elle affirme qu’elle 
voit énormément de potentiel de 
développement et d’amélioration 
dans le rôle que jouera l’organisme 
face à la gestion de l’eau de notre 
territoire et ses différents défis.

« J’ai confiance en mes capacités 
de leader et de gestion. Ce poste 
me fournira l’occasion de bonifier 
et consolider mon réseau de 
collaborateurs et partenaires sur 

le territoire et même à l’extérieur 
pour le mieux-être de l’organisme », 
disait-elle

Mme Audet partage qu’elle et 
M. Blackburn ont toujours eu 
une vision différente, mais très 
complémentaire de la compagnie. 
Tous deux se rejoignent sur 
l’importance que jouent les milieux 
municipaux et agricoles, ainsi 

que le rôle des riverains sur notre 
territoire.

« Je crois en l’autonomisation 
comme mode de participation 

citoyenne. Qui est mieux placé 
que soi-même pour choisir les 
changements qu’on peut faire et 
identifier le coup de pouce requis 
pour passer à l’action. L’OBV 
SCABRIC est là pour aider! » 
conclut-elle. 

Le Gleaner souhaite bon succès à 
Mme Audet, et bonne retraite à M. 
Blackburn.

Marie Nirva Louis

PHOTO Jeannine Haineault – SCABRIC

Geneviève Audet a été nommée directrice générale de la SCABRIC, en remplacement de Félix 
Blackburn qui prend sa retraite après 20 ans de service au sein de l’organisme.

Opinion : L’achat local persiste et signe 
Le Haut-Saint-Laurent est une 

région rurale qui vit de l’entre-

preneuriat et de l’innovation de 
son peuple. Le climat doux et les 
sols fertiles y permettent une di-

versité hors pair d’entreprises ag-

ricoles, alors qu’une grande tradi-
tion artisanale semble imprégnée 
dans le tissu social.

En bons voisins, on se tient 

ensemble, et cet appui fait la force 

de notre région tout en assurant 
notre sécurité alimentaire, ainsi 
que l’occupation dynamique du 
riche territoire qui est le nôtre. Et 
pour cause: les études démontrent 
que chaque dollar dépensé 
localement contribue trois dollars 

à l’économie locale par l’effet de 
la réciprocité : un achat local en 
encourage un deuxième, et un 
troisième.

L’importance de l’achat local 
n’a jamais été plus évidente que 
depuis le début de la pandémie, 

quand nos petites entreprises 
étaient particulièrement 
vulnérables. L’engouement pour 
les produits locaux a vu un boom 
partout au Québec, mais cette 
tendance s’est généralement 
essoufflée depuis en raison de 
l’inflation et de l’insécurité 
générale. Toutefois chez nous, 
l’intérêt pour l’achat local semble 
s’amplifier. À titre d’exemple, 
cette année, plus de 1 600 
personnes ont visité le Marché de 
Noël à Ormstown, contre 1 400 
en 2021 et environ 1 000 dans les 
années pré-pandemiques… une 
augmentation de 60 % !

Notre région est désormais 
en plein développement, et les 
milliers de foyers qui s’ajouteront 
d’ici quelques années pourraient 
alimenter une nouvelle vague de 

petites entreprises, et stimuler 

l’innovation et le développement 
d’entreprises existantes. 

Inévitablement, des grandes 
chaînes s’ajouteront également - 
mais l’achat local sera plus que 
jamais gage de la réussite et du 
développement sensé et cohérent 
de notre région, de notre terroir 
unique et de notre tissu social.

Cynthia Roy

Marché Fermier  

du Comté de Huntingdon

T: 450.829-4227

F: 450.829.4248

garsd@oricom.ca

1471 Route 201, Ormstown Qc
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Reconnaissance du soutien – décembre 2022

Les Services d’information communautaire de la Vallée de la Châteauguay, 

propriétaire du Gleaner, tiennent à remercier le gouvernement du Canada pour le 

soutien suivant :

L’embauche d’un stagiaire pour 2022-2023 a été assuré par le volet des stages 

nationaux du programme « Jeunesse Canada au travail pour une carrière en français 

et en anglais », et le financement du projet « Exploiter de nouveaux marchés », tous 
deux rendus possibles par le Fonds d’appui stratégique aux médias communautaires 

offert conjointement par le Consortium des médias communautaires de langue 
officielle en situation minoritaire et le gouvernement du Canada.
Aussi, le soutien financier accordé par le ministère du Patrimoine canadien dans le 
cadre du Fonds du Canada pour les périodiques, Mesures spéciales pour appuyer 

le journalisme 2021-2022, et et la remise d’une aide financière pour soutenir la 
production de contenu de nouvelles locales par le biais de l’Initiative de journalisme 
local (IJL) administrée par la Quebec Community Newspapers Association 

(QCNA) au nom du ministère du Patrimoine canadien.

Reconnaissance  

du soutien

décembre 2022

Les Service d’information 

communautaire de la vallée de 

la Châteauguay, propriétaire du 

Gleaner, tiennent à remercier 

le gouvernement du Québec 

pour le soutien suivant :

Par l’entremise du Programme 

d’aide au fonctionnement pour 

les médias communautaires, 

le ministère de la Culture et 

des Communications offre au 

Gleaner un soutien financier 
pour le fonctionnement de 

la publication ainsi qu’une 

mesure d’aide spéciale 

ponctuelle dans le contexte de 

la pandémie.

AGRICULTURE

Une ferme semencière germe à Saint-Chrysostome

Hélène Saby ne vendra pas ses 
oignons, ni ses betteraves, ni la 

plupart des légumes qu’elle cultive 
sur une riche terre argileuse à 
Saint-Chrysostome.

Ce n’est pas qu’ils ne sont 
pas beaux, loin de là, ils sont 
impeccables, et pour raison. Seuls 
les meilleurs seront plantés très tôt 
au printemps, en plein sol dans une 

serre non chauffée, afin de produire 
de la semence au grand bonheur des 

amateurs de semence Québécoise. 
L’agricultrice, qui détient quelques 
années d’expérience dans le domaine 
auprès de fermes spécialisées malgré 
sa jeune trentaine, nous explique 
que la quasi-totalité des semences 
que l’on retrouve sur les tablettes 
sont importées de Chine ou des 
États- Unis.

« C’est aussi pour faire évoluer 

la génétique, pour que les plantes 
répondent plus à nos besoins, à notre 
climat, aux maladies qui peuvent 
se présenter…», dit-elle, en faisant 
valoir la logique que les semences 
produites dans d’autres climats 
sont moins adaptées aux conditions 
d’ici, un peu comme un enfant qui 
déménage au Québec après avoir 
grandi en Floride.

Mme Saby, qui vient de compléter 
sa première saison de production à 
la Ferme Duncan, fait partie d’un 
réseau de petites fermes semencières 
éparpillées à travers le sud de la 
province. Elle produit en gros 
pour des entreprises semencières 

québécoises, dont les Jardins de 
l’écoumène, la Ferme Coopérative 
Tournesol, ou les Semences du 
Grand Portage, des entreprises 

qui sont de tout petits joueurs sur 
le marché, mais qui ont tout de 
même pris de l’expansion de façon 
fulgurante depuis quelques années, 
en raison de la forte demande pour 

de la semence locale.
Son projet constitue un changement 

d’affectation pour la terre située sur 
le rang Saint-Jean-Baptiste à Saint-
Chrysostome, ou se situait jadis la 
ferme maraichère biologique Les 
Jardins d’Ambroisie. La vente de la 
terre en 2021 avait créé une onde de 
choc dans la région ou de nombreux 
clients locaux, entre autres, s’étaient 
retrouvés sans panier de légumes de 
leur fermier de famille.

Propriétaires de plusieurs 
restaurants montréalais, Éric 
Bélanger et sa femme Anne 
Belhumeur ont acheté la terre, et ont 
par la suite voulu encourager Mme 

Saby pour que la terre soit valorisée 
au lieu de tomber en friche.  

« Ils me soutiennent beaucoup du 
côté administratif, à la comptabilité 
entre autres », en plus de lui verser 
un salaire qui lui permet de partir le 
projet sans les risques habituels liés 
au démarrage d’entreprise. 

Plusieurs étapes de la production 
ressemblent au jardinage, avec 
certaines spécificités. « Le grand défi 
c’est de s’assurer que la plante arrive 
à maturité en santé », dit-elle, en 
précisant qu’il faut notamment agir 
beaucoup en prévention pour éviter 
les maladies et les dommages liés 
aux ravageurs en régie bio. Parmi 
les stratégies mises en œuvre à la 
ferme, la ventilation est primordiale 

: « L’espace entre les plantes est 
souvent de trois à quatre fois plus 
que la normale, soit un radis aux neuf 
pouces par exemple », s’exclame 
Mme Saby, qui souligne par exemple 
qu’un radis rouge est normalement 
prêt à manger en 4 semaines, mais 
prend environ 4 mois pour mûrir de 
la semence. Cela se traduit par au 
moins 16 semaines de désherbage, 

de protection des ravageurs et de 

tuteurage pour éviter que les grandes 
plantes tombent à terre. 

Mais le travail en vaut la peine pour 

celle qui fait valoir l’importance de 
l’autonomie semencière, faisant du 
pouce sur la fragilité du système 
alimentaire, mis à l’épreuve 
pendant la pandémie, et qui subit 
actuellement une forte pression 

liée à inflation. « C’est important 
d’avoir accès aux ressources en cas 
de pépin, ou si la frontière fermait 
».

La plante qu’elle affectionne 
le plus ? « C’est l’oignon, parce 
que c’est le fun à produire. On en 
prend soin dès sa naissance de la 

graine, à la mort. On s’y attache! Il 
y a tellement de satisfaction d’aller 
jusqu’à la fin du processus »!

Ian Ward

PHOTO Ian Ward

Hélène Saby dévoile sa production de semences de verdures rustiques dans sa serre pépinière 
non-chauffée. Les plantes ont besoin de nuits froides, mais pas trop froides, pour produire de la 
semence au printemps. La ferme vient de compléter sa première saison à Saint-Chrysostome.

L’Union des Producteurs 
Agricoles (UPA) vient de lancer 
un nouveau site internet, suite à 
un important projet de refonte 
de trois ans visant à offrir aux 
utilisateurs une expérience fluide 
et plus personnalisée. Le site 
intègre celui de la Fédération 
de l’UPA de la Montérégie 
comme des 11 autres fédérations 
régionales.

Selon Jérémie Letellier, 
président de la Fédération de la 
Montérégie, le nouveau site, qui 
est lié au site général de l’UPA, 
« démontre bien la force de notre 
réseau et la richesse de notre 
organisation, tout en mettant 

en valeur les productrices et 

les producteurs agricoles de la 

Montérégie ».
Le site a été repensé 

pour devenir une ressource 

attrayante et engageante pour 

les producteurs, avec des 

informations pertinentes sur 

tous les aspects de l’agriculture. 
Davantage de contenu destiné aux 
citoyens en général a également 
été intégré, notamment un centre 
des communications où l’on 
retrouve des nouvelles et des 

communiqués de presse, ainsi que 
des informations organisées par 
thème ou par enjeu d’actualité. 
Le site comprend désormais un 
espace jeunesse ainsi qu’une 
section de recettes classées par 
produit, et un abonnement facile 

en un clic aux différents bulletins 
d’information produits par l’UPA 
est également proposé.

Le nouveau site de la Fédération 
de l’UPA de la Montérégie est 
accessible à l’adresse monteregie.
upa.qc.ca. (SR, traduit par IW)

L’UPA lance un nouveau 
site internet plus convivial
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Argus Transport Canada 
RECRUTE !

Nous recherchons des mécaniciens 
d’équipement lourd avec de l’expérience 

et des chauffeurs de camion pour la région 
locale, les États-Unis et les provinces 

canadiennes pour notre division de Saint-
Bernard-de-Lacolle QC.

Contactez Kevin Kingsbury à  
kkingsbury@argustransport.com

2678 Route 138, Godmanchester, Quebec J0S 1H0

Notre établissement a des postes 

disponibles pour la cuisine et 

l’entretien ménager.

Contactez Catherine au 450 264 3123

ou envoyez votre CV à  

info@heritagehome.org

DIANNA CHYCKI
1-844-450-5055 poste 712 | promotion@the-gleaner.com

MARIE RACHEL CHARLEBOIS
1-844-450-5055 poste 715 | ads.annonces@the-gleaner.com

Le Gleaner est ravi de vous présenter sa nouvelle  
ÉQUIPE DE VENTE ET DE MARKETING !

Démarquez-vous, CONTACTEZ-NOUS !

BABILLARD DE 

L’EMPLOI

Consultez la PAGE D’EMPLOI sur le 
site du Gleaner à  

https://the-gleaner.com/category/emplois/?lang=fr

POUR FAIRE DE LA PUBLICITÉ DANS 

LA VERSION IMPRIMÉE OU EN LIGNE, 
veuillez contacter  

MARIE RACHEL CHARLEBOIS à  

1-844-450-5055, poste 715 ou  

ads.annonces@the-gleaner.com

NOUVELLES

Célébration du 40e anniversaire de la MRC du HSL
La MRC du Haut-Saint Laurent 

fêtait cette année son 40e 
anniversaire de développement 
régional. Réunis à la salle Alfred 
Langevin située à Huntingdon, 
plusieurs acteurs du domaine 

municipal on participé à un 
événement cet automne. 

Sur place, trois membres 
fondateurs étaient présents, soit 
M. René Brisebois (Saint-Anicet), 
Jacques Leduc (Sainte-Barbe) et 
James Gavin (Elgin). 

Durant la soirée, les maires qui se 
sont retirés de la politique lors des 
élections municipales de 2017 et de 
2021 ont également été remerciés 
de leur travail. 

Rappelons-nous que la MRC 
fut créée en 1982 afin d’aménager 
le territoire. Passant de 15 à 13 
municipalités, l’évolution du 
territoire et les différents besoins des 
citoyens ont exigé un engagement 
majeur de la part des personnes 
qui se sont consacrées à leur 
municipalité et à l’importance d’une 
gestion régionale harmonieuse.

« Cet engagement, il s’est fait par 
des femmes et des hommes qui, 
au fil du temps, se sont investis 
humainement et politiquement 
pour faire du Haut-Saint-Laurent ce 
qu’il est aujourd’hui et ce qu’il sera 
demain.  Les MRC sont devenues un 
palier de gouvernement se situant 

entre les municipalités locales et 
le gouvernement du Québec. Elles 
doivent à la fois répondre à leurs 
obligations gouvernementales, 

mais aussi agir dans l’intérêt de 
leur population », annonçait Pierre 
Caza, directeur général.

En dépit de son emplacement 
géographique compliqué, la MRC 
du Haut-Saint-Laurent a amplement 
contribué au sein des diverses 
municipalités : développement 
économique, touristique, culturel et 
communautaire ; transport collectif 
et adapté ; sécurité incendie ; gestion 
des matières résiduelles ; évaluation 
de propriétés ; aménagement 
du territoire et urbanisme ; 

communications ; archivage ; cour 
municipale ; entretien des cours 
d’eau ; attraction des jeunes de 18 à 
35 ans ; etc. 

« Le Conseil désire continuer 
à faire briller notre MRC, et les 
membres actuels et passés doivent 
être fiers de ce qui a été accompli 
», dit Mme Lebrun, mairesse 
de Sainte-Barbe et préfète de la 
MRC. Elle ajoute aussi, avant de 
conclure : « C’est en équipe que 
nous réussirons à atteindre les 
résultats escomptés afin que dans 
10 ans, lors du 50e, nous soyons 
en mesure d’être aussi, sinon, 
plus fiers que nous le sommes 
présentement ». (MNL)
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Le Gleaner est un cadeau parfait pour 

les temps de fêtes, les anniversaires, les 

graduations ou “simplement  

parce que” ! Offrez le cadeau des  
nouvelles locales aujourd’hui !

NOUVEAU ! Reçus officiels pour les dons ! 

 Le Gleaner a acquis le statut d’organisme de bienfaisance auprès de l’ARC et 
émettra un reçu fiscal pour tous les dons de 25 $ ou plus. Veuillez donc appuyer 

généreusement cette publication appartenant à la communauté - tout soutien à sa 
production continue de nouvelles locales est vital pour sa durabilité.

OUI, j’aimerais soutenir le journalisme local !

25 $ 40 $ 75 $ autre  ____________100 $

Veuillez simplement ajouter le montant de votre don au 
total figurant sur votre chèque ou mandat-poste.  

Merci de votre soutien !
Retourner ce coupon avec votre paiement au: Gleaner, C.P. 1, Ormstown, QC, J0S 1K0

Nom : ____________________________________

Adresse : _______________________________________________ 

Apt/Unité # : __________ Ville : _______________________________ 

Province : ____________________ Code postale : _____________

No. de téléphone : ________________________________________

Courriel : _______________________________________________

24 éditions imprimées et accès complet au site web : 60$ (taxes incluses)

 Ceci est un nouvel abonnement       Je renouvelle un abonnement existant
**Les prix sont uniquement pour des abonnements au Canada. Pour des abonnements  
hors du Canada, veuillez envoyer un courriel à subscriptions@the-gleaner.com 

Je veux devenir membre de la SICVC! Il n’y a pas de responsabilités ou de frais associés au 
fait de devenir membre. Cocher la case permet de s’assurer que Le Gleaner demeure éligible 
au soutien gouvernemental - s’il vous plaît envisagez de devenir membre dès aujourd’hui!

 J’autorise le Gleaner à me contacter par courriel au sujet de promotions et d’événements spéciaux.

ABONNEZ-VOUS AU GLEANER 
en envoyant ce coupon à l’adresse ci dessous 
ou en vous inscrivant en ligne à www.the-gleaner.com

Avez-vous accueilli un bébé en 2022 ?

Le Gleaner 
célébrera toutes les  

nouvelles naissances 
de 2022 dans son 

édition du 11 janvier !

m NOM DE FAMILLE, Prénom

Accueilli par [Noms des  parents]  

le 31 décembre 2022

NOM DE FAMILLE, Prénom

Accueilli par [Noms des  parents]  
le 31 décembre 2022

Coût : 20 $ (comprend une photo couleur, nom de l’enfant  

et des parents et la date de naissance)  

Date limite pour soumettre votre photo et vos informations : le jeudi 5 janvier

Soumettez votre photo et vos détails en utilisant notre formulaire en ligne ––

Pour plus d’informations, veuillez contacter Dianna à 
1-844-450-5055, poste 712 ou par courriel à promotion@the-gleaner.com https://bit.ly/3OG6e63

COMMUNAUTÉ

L’église Saint-Antoine-Abbé : vendre ou ne pas vendre?

Le 11 décembre dernier, à la 
sacristie de l’église Saint-Antoine 
Abbé, avait lieu la réunion des 
paroissiens de la municipalité de 
Franklin concernant la possible 
vente de l’Église. Sur place, une 
vingtaine de personnes étaient 
présentes pour en discuter, en 
compagnie de Adolphe Bourdeau, 

président d’assemblée de fabrique 
et responsable de projet, ainsi que 
Mathieu Vincent, marguillier et 

responsable de projet.
Durant cette rencontre, M. 

Vincent souligne plusieurs 

problématiques concernant 
l’église telles que structure, 
entretien, assurance et chauffage, 

cependant, le premier problème 

du lieu de culte est l’argent. 
« On s’entend qu’on ne roule 

pas sur l’or en ce moment », dit 
M. Bourdeau. Il explique que 
malgré le budget mis en place et 
les campagnes de financement 
organisées pour l’année 2023, 
l’église n’arrivera pas à joindre 
les deux bouts. M. Boudreau et 

M. Vincent soulignent également 
le manque de relève dans 
l’organisation auprès de l’Église.

 « Cela fait 12 ans maintenant 
que je m’implique et j’ai 70 ans, 
j’ai besoin d’aide, nous avons 
besoin d’aide », affirme Adolphe 
Bourdeau.

Leurs solutions au problème 

? Vendre l’église à la paroisse 
et créer un partenariat avec la 
municipalité afin d’assurer le futur 
de l’Église. « Le processus peut 
être long » explique M. Bourdeau, 
mais il confirme que toute activité 
ayant déjà été programmée et 
approuvée par l’Église aura lieu 
comme prévu.

Après une période de questions 
principalement basées sur la 
protection de la valeur patrimoniale 

de l’Église, de la chapelle et de ses 
activités, ainsi que l’implication 
de la municipalité dans le projet, 
le verdict fut unanime.

Les citoyens désirent une 
collaboration avec la municipalité 
afin de sauver leur Église et 
d’éviter le point de non-retour, 
soit la fermeture imminente et la 

vente de celle-ci.

Rappelons-nous que cette Église 
fut bâtie il y a plus de 100 ans, au 
19e siècle et qu’elle porte le nom 
d’un personnage légendaire connu 
de tous les Québécois, Saint 

Antoine Abbé (Curé Labelle).
 M. Labelle exerça sa première 

charge en tant que Curé de 1859 à 
1863 et fut le premier à occuper le 
presbytère. 

Marie Nirva Louis

PHOTO Marie Nirva Louis

PHOTO Sarah Rennie

Un froid glacial n’a pas empêché les familles de Huntingdon et des municipalités environ-
nantes de faire la queue le 10 décembre pour rencontrer le Père Noël et recevoir un cadeau 
anticipé, grâce au Club Optimiste de Huntingdon. Ces trois sœurs ne cachaient pas leur joie 
d’être en compagnie du bonhomme en rouge avec leurs nouveaux trésors. Le Club Optimiste 
de Saint-Anicet a également obtenu du pôle Nord une deuxième du Père Noël le lendemain, 
le 11 décembre, où plus de cent enfants de Saint-Anicet et de Dundee ont également eu droit 
à une surprise de Noël anticipée, et sont repartis avec le sourire. (SR, traduit par IW)

Un Noël anticipé à Huntingdon 
et à Saint-Anicet
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COMMUNITY

MRC du HSL celebrates 40 years of regional development
Earlier this fall, at least 70 people 

attended a celebration of the MRC du 

Haut Saint-Laurent’s 40th anniversary 
and honoured some of those who 

contributed to its political history over 

the past 40 years. This took place at the 
Salle Alfred Langevin in Huntingdon.

The MRC was formed on January 1, 
1982, when 15 municipalities joined 
to form the first regional council of 
mayors. René Brisebois (Saint-Anicet), 
Jacques Leduc (Sainte-Barbe), and 
James Gavin (Elgin), all members of 

the original founding council, were 

present at the anniversary and were 

awarded with a lapel pin with the 

MRC’s logo, which was revamped 
in 2016. Director general Pierre Caza 
said, “This commitment was made 
by women and men who, over the 

years, have invested themselves both 

humanely and politically to make the 
Haut-Saint-Laurent what it is today and 
what it will be tomorrow.”

The other members of the original 

council were Reginald Burrows 

(Dundee), Wilfred Huet (Franklin), 
Marion Trépanier (Godmanchester), 
Claude Garault (Havelock), Peter 
Tully (Hinchinbrooke), Roma Myre 
(Howick), André Bergevin (Très-Saint-
Sacrement), Jean-Paul Riendeau (Saint-

Malachie d’Ormstown), Rodrique 
Vincent (Saint-Jean-Chrysostome), 
Michel Charland (Saint-Chrysostome), 
Gérald Brisebois (Huntingdon), and 
Gilles Brunet (Ormstown).

Caza added, “MRCs have become a 
level of government between the local 

municipalities and the Government 

of Quebec. The MRCs must not only 
meet their governmental obligations; 
they must also act in the interest of 

their population. Over the past 40 
years, MRCs have seen their roles, 

responsibilities, and competencies 

transform into a full-fledged level of 
government.”

Louise Lebrun, prefect and mayor of 

Sainte-Barbe, said, “The MRC du Haut-
Saint-Laurent, because of its geographic 
location, brings its own set of challenges; 
challenges that we have succeeded in 

meeting through various projects and 
services to support our community.”

Nowadays, the MRC is made up 

of 13 municipalities. This is the case 
because in 1999, the parish of Saint-
Jean-Chrysostome and the village 

of Saint-Chrysostome became the 
municipality of Saint-Chrysostome. 
Then in 2000, the municipality of 

Saint-Malachie-d’Ormstown merged 
with the municipality of Ormstown.

Not only was this event to celebrate 

the anniversary; it was also a time 
to honour the mayors who retired 

between 2017 and 2021. The MRC 
usually celebrates the contributions 

of former mayors; however, for the 
past few years, it was unable to do 

so. Alain Castagner (Saint-Anicet), 
Jean Armstrong (Dundee), Suzanne 
Yelle-Blair (Franklin), François 
Rochefort (Très-Saint-Sacrement), 
Chrystian Soucy (Ormstown), Carolyn 
Cameron (Hinchinbrooke), Jacques 
Lapierre (Ormstown), Douglas 
Brooks (Franklin), Gilles Dagenais 

(Saint-Chrysostome), and the late 
Denis Henderson (Havelock) were all 
celebrated and thanked.

Lebrun added that “The council 
wishes to continue to make our 
MRC shine, and current and past 

members should be proud of what 

has been accomplished … The 

projects are numerous and vary in 
scope. It is as a team that we will 
succeed in achieving the expected 
results so that in 10 years, at the time 
of the 50th anniversary, we will be 

able to be as proud as we are now, if 

not more so.” (CF)

PHOTO MRC du Haut-Saint-Laurent
Founding members of the first regional council of mayors of the MRC du Haut-Saint-Laurent, 
René Brisebois, Louise Lebrun, Jacques Leduc, and James Gavin, attended the 40th anniversary 
celebration marking the creation of the municipal body earlier this fall in Huntingdon. 

Saint-Anicet Golf Club 
lauded for community work

On November 27, the Saint-
Anicet Golf Club was recognized 

at the Gala Méritas 2022, organized 
by the Association of Golf Clubs of 

Quebec, where it earned the award 

for Innovative Idea of 2022. This was 
given to it in response to the work it 
has been doing to help refugees from 

Ukraine in our area.
Marc Faubert was one of the main 

organizers of this initiative. Since 
the beginning of the pandemic, the 

club has been trying to find ways 
to give back to the community. In 
2020, the golf course become a 

winter trail where people could come 

cross-country ski for free. In 2021, 
it organized weeks where healthcare 
workers could come to the course and 
play for free to thank them for their 
work as we navigated the pandemic.

This year, the focus was on raising 

money to help Ukrainian refugees 
settle into the Valley. Faubert 
explains: “We could have given it 
to the Red Cross or the Ukrainian 
church, but we decided to get in touch 

with a social worker to directly help 
the families who have fled Ukraine 
and are hoping for a Canadian visa, 

and have moved.” They have raised 
$14,000 to date for these families.

Callan Forrester

The golf club didn’t just work 
alone; it had partners. For example, 
in August it partnered with La 

Brasserie Moosehead. For each 
donation made to the initiative of 

over ten dollars, the donor was given 

a Moosehead product for free. This 
really encouraged people to step up 

and donate.
Faubert explains that receiving the 

honour from the association was very 

fulfilling. He says, “When we got the 
award it was validating because there 

were people who recognized that at 

some point this year, a golf club took 
the time and asked what they could 
do for the community.”

PHOTO Facebook – Club de Golf Saint-Anicet

Marc Faubert, co-owner of the Club de Golf 
Saint-Anicet, was on hand at the Quebec 
Association of Golf Clubs Gala Méritas to 
receive an award for his club’s work to help 
settle Ukrainian refugees in the region.

Christmas came early 
in Huntingdon and 
Saint-Anicet
A cold chill in the air didn’t stop families from Huntingdon and the surrounding munici-
palities from lining up on December 10 for a chance to meet Santa and receive an early 
Christmas present, compliments of the Huntingdon Optimist Club. Sisters Khaleesi, 
Willow, and Aislyne Carrière were all smiles as they posed with Mr. Claus while happily 
holding their new treasures. The Club Optimiste de Saint-Anicet also called in a favour 
from the North Pole to secure a visit from Père Noël the following day on December 
11, where children from Saint-Anicet and Dundee were equally treated to an early 
Christmas surprise. (SR)

PHOTO Sarah Rennie



page 24  The Gleaner • Le Gleaner 2022.12.14

COMMUNITY

‘Tis the season for alternative gift giving

With the holidays around the 
corner, the last-minute rush to get 

your shopping done is now. Instead 
of wrapping up a physical gift to 

have under the tree this year, why 

not offer an experience instead? This 
creates a fun activity that you can 

give to your loved one, and could 

potentially be a way to spend even 

more time with them!

An example of an experience you 
could give to someone this year is 

a gift card to Spa Santé Le Relais 
Campagnard in Sainte Barbe. The 
holidays are a stressful time of year 

for everyone, and fitting time to relax 
into your schedule can be difficult. 
But by giving the gift of a spa retreat, 

“It allows for relaxation and well-
being. A lot of people have a lot of 
tension,” says Kathleen Poulin of 

the spa. It offers various services 
that would definitely come in handy 
amidst the Christmas madness.

If the people you’re shopping 
for prefer something a little more 

hands-on, The Potter’s Homestead 
in Franklin is offering beginner 
pottery classes this holiday season. 

“Over the course of eight weeks 
(one three-hour class per week), we 
cover the fundamentals of wheel-

throwing, trimming, and decorative 

techniques,” says owner Hanna 
Greig-Steinmetz. This is a great 
way to have a friend develop a new 

hobby or get some experience in 
something they’re passionate about. 
Greig-Steinmetz adds that giving 
someone an experience also helps to 
extend the holiday season, and lets 
people celebrate for a little longer. 
“Once all the gifts have been opened 
and the tree has been put outside, 

most go back to their daily routine. 
By gifting experiences, you’re 
gifting memories and something to 

look forward to beyond the holiday 
season.” She also offers at-home kits 
and handmade pottery.

Tricot Laines Studio in Huntingdon 
is also offering various courses that 

could be gifted this holiday season. 
“The store offers courses in knitting, 
crocheting, weaving on Berger loom, 

wool spinning with spinning wheel 

and spindle, wool dyeing, felting, 

embroidery and cross-stitch at all 

levels,” explains owner Christina 
Fasoula. She adds that not only are 
these classes fun, but they also have 

benefits as well. “It’s amazing to be 
able to build something or create 

something…It can be meditative, 
relaxing, and fulfilling.” She also 
mentions that handmade gifts are a 

wonderful option to give this year. 
“It’s offering love when we gift a 
creation we’ve made.”

Tricot Laines Studio also sells lots 
of different products made by local 

artisans such as chocolates, jewelry, 
home goods, and more. Amongst 
these are different kits you can 
complete at home. These can be a 
great way to get the family engaged 

in a fun activity while everyone is 

home for the holidays. Fasoula says, 
“It can be easy to get lost in front of 
the phone or the TV or video games. 
This creates a family link and opens 
up creativity.”

Something else to consider would 
be to shop secondhand this year. 
Chloe Chamandy of Ormstown’s 
Kitschin Café and Boutique explains 
that “Some secondhand items are 
in such good condition that they’re 
very giftable, and in some cases 

they’re collectibles too, like some 
rare records.” Her boutique is half 
vegan cafe, half shop, where you 

can find everything from quirky 

home decor to pins and patches to 

clothing and more. About 20 per 
cent of her products are secondhand 

(including books, records, video 
games, comics, etc). Something she 
recommends when shopping is to 

have a specific vision in mind for 
each person individually. “Getting 
something personalized goes a long 

way,” she explains.
Steinmetz echoes this sentiment 

and says, “Feel free to ask someone 
close to them for ideas as well: 
what do they enjoy? What are their 
hobbies? What’s on their bucket 
list?” Gifts don’t have to cost a lot of 
money to be special, especially if they 

feel thoughtful and personalized.
Being able to get Christmas 

presents locally comes with unique 
benefits. For one, you can feel 
good about it, as “Local businesses 
usually treat their employees 

somewhat better,” says Chamandy. 
Fasoula adds that supporting local 

businesses puts money right back 
into the community. The people 
you’re supporting are your friends, 
neighbours, children, and beyond. 
Shopping locally isn’t just a gift 
for your loved ones, but for your 

community as well.

Callan Forrester

Valley students win big in Lions Club Int’l 
Peace Poster contest

Grade 6 students in local 
elementary schools were eager to 

hear the results of the Lions Club 

International Peace Poster contest 
recently. Since 1988, the Lions 
Club has asked children aged 11 
to 13 to create a poster that defines 
peace. This year’s title was Lead 

with Compassion. Children were 
asked to share their vison and 
express what this meant to them via 

a drawing without words. Valley 
schools took up the challenge.

Ormstown Elementary, Franklin 
Elementary, École Notre-Dame-
du-Rosaire, École Notre-Dame de 
l’Assomption in Saint-Stanislas-
de-Kostka, and École Saint-Louis-
de-Gonzague all submitted posters 

created by their students on the peace 

theme. “Teachers integrate the poster 
contest into their curriculum,” reports 

Pamela Mulderrig, a Lions Club 

member. Mulderrig visits schools 
each year to present the contest rules 

and the annual theme to students and 

teachers. “The theme is always under 
the umbrella of peace,” she says.

The finished posters are evaluated 
by a panel of judges; then the winners 
can proceed from the district level to 

provincial, federal, and international 

competition. Winners receive some 
money, but their real hope is to 

win the grand prize of recognition 

at the United Nations. Every year, 
600,000 children from 75 countries 
participate in the contest.

Ormstown Elementary student 

Genesis Demers is this year’s first-
prize winner at the district level. 
Oakley Macfarlane of Franklin 
Elementary and Geoffrey Renaud 

of Ormstown Elementary placed 

second. Third-place winners are 
Melanie Roy Cutler from Notre 

Dame du Rosaire, Dylan Boudreau 
from Ormstown Elementary, and 

Mackensie Clark from Ormstown 
Elementary.

13 students won school participation 
prizes and honourable mentions. All 
local poster entries will be on display in 

February at the Ormstown Recreation 

Centre.
When asked to explain the vision 

of peace she expressed in her poster, 
first-place winner Demers said, 
“Having compassion for someone is 
amazing. It will travel through space 
to infinity.”

Yvonne Lewis Langlois

PHOTO Yvonne Lewis Langlois

Ormstown Elementary Grade 6 students pose around first-place winner Genesis Demers. Proud 
teacher Anne Marie McCaffrey stands on the right behind Lions Club member Pamela Mulderrig.

PHOTO Courtesy of Pamela Mulderrig

Franklin Elementary students pose around second-place winner Oakley MacFarlane.
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Happy Holidays Happy Holidays 
and all the best for 2023 from  and all the best for 2023 from  

the team at The Gleaner!the team at The Gleaner!
OUR STAFF

Marie Rachel Charlebois – Advertising and Marketing 

Dianna Chycki – Advertising and Marketing 

Gail Elliott – Subscriptions

Callan Forrester – Journalist and Social Media

Nadia Geukjian – Business Planning

Alexandra Hayden – Planning Assistant

Chantal Hortop – Managing Editor and Graphic Designer

Marie Nirva Louis – French Journalist

Hugh Maynard – Publisher

Josée Ménard – Accounting and Administration

Stacey Pennington – Web Manager

Sarah Rennie – News Editor

Kelsey Stonehouse – Retail Sales

Erica Taylor – Copy Editor

OUR TRANSLATORS AND REGULAR CONTRIBUTORS

Holly Dressel – Freelance Journalist

Yvonne Lewis Langlois – Freelance Journalist

Margo McCaffrey – Freelance Journalist

Ian Ward – Translator and Copy Editor

Sabrina Vaillancourt – Translator

BEST WISHES ALSO FROM THE BOARD OF THE CVCIS,  

the community-owned social enterprise responsible  

for publishing The Gleaner:

President: Lynn McWhinnie

Vice President: Ian Gill

Secretary/Treasurer: Anouk Iversen

Board members: Bruce Barr, Jeannie Bryson,  

Gregg Edwards, Sylvain Gascon

We’ll all be back at our respective posts for the January 11, 2023 edition!

It’s beginning to look A LOT like Christmas

Everyone has their different 

holiday traditions that they revisit 

each year. Some people bake, 
some people host a white elephant 

party; but Hinchinbrooke resident 
Carolyn Cameron celebrates by 

putting up 17 Christmas trees 
of different sizes and themes to 

celebrate the arrival of Christmas.
Cameron describes herself as “a 

bit of a Christmas nut,” and says 

she has always been that way. She 
started decorating multiple trees 

when she noticed she had too 

many ornaments to fit on one tree 
alone. “I had quite a few Victorian 
ornaments. So, I started making a 
Victorian tree besides my regular 

tree. And then I saw I had quite a few 
antique ornaments and I purchased 
some more antique ornaments and 
made an antique tree. [It] grew from 
there,” she explains. 

She describes the Victorian tree 
as “pink and white with lace; it’s 
actually very feminine,” and shares 

that it’s probably her favourite one. 
However, the one she feels is the 

Callan Forrester

most unique is one that she calls 
a “lady tree.” She says, “I have a 
ladies’ tree that has purses – tiny 
little glass purses – and gloves. 
That’s probably the most unusual.”

Cameron’s favourite part of this 
season is the opportunity to gather 

with family and friends. Some 
of her other traditions include 

baking shortbread, fruitcake, and 
Christmas pudding with hard 

sauce. The secret to that one is “it 
has shredded carrots and shredded 

potato in it, so it’s very moist.” She 
also has wreaths in every window, 

and a collection of old ironing 

boards painted with Santas along 
her house.

The Santas were painted by 
Valley artist Kathy Kalweit. This 
year, Cameron wanted to highlight 

some of Kalweit’s art pieces. “I 
decided I would do a tribute to her 
with her Santas, and a tiny tree with 
ornaments that she’s painted over the 
years.” Cameron shares that Kalweit 

has painted five different Santa 
ironing boards for her in the past 

and many ornaments, which made it 

seem like a good idea to show her off 
in a special way this year.

The trees live mostly in the 

living room and dining room of 

Cameron’s home. And though she 
may be one of Christmas’s biggest 
fans, she says she may have to cap 

her total at 17. “I don’t have much 
more space for trees!” she says 

with a laugh.

PHOTO Sarah Rennie
No less than 17 beautifully decorated and individually themed Christmas trees sit in former Hinchinbrooke mayor Carolyn Cameron’s home, 
as she prepares to welcome family and friends over the holidays. 
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Did you welcome a baby in 2022?

The Gleaner 
will be celebrating 

all the beautiful  
new arrivals of  

2022 in its  
January 11 edition!

Cost: $20 (includes a colour photo, name, parents’ names and date of birth) 

Deadline to submit your photo and information:  

Thursday, January 5

Submit your photo and details using our online form ––––

For more information, please contact Dianna at  
1-844-450-5055, ext. 712 or by email at promotion@the-gleaner.com

m LASTNAME, First M
iddle Name

Welcomed by [Parent’s name and 

parent’s name] on December 31, 2022

LASTNAME, First Middle Name

Welcomed by [Parent’s name and 

parent’s name] on December 31, 2022

https://bit.ly/3OG6e63

Ormstown’s Serenplicity to close its café section

In a recent Facebook post, 
Serenplicity in Ormstown announced 
that as of January 2023, it will be 

dissolving the café portion of the 
store. For now, it is still operating as 
usual, and there are big plans for the 

next part of the journey.

Mary Sullivan, one of 
Serenplicity’s owners, explains 
that there were multiple factors 

that went into the decision to shut 

down the café. For one, the staffing 
crisis has affected them, and trying 

to manage both sides of the store 

was challenging for just her and her 
business partner.

“We were both kind of burning 

ourselves out,” she says. Sullivan 
cares a lot about her staff and puts 

a lot of thought into who will be 

there to greet you when you walk 
through the doors. “It’s important to 
me that I have staff that has the same 
personality that I do: outgoing, warm, 
friendly, beyond courteous – a real 

people person. That’s my number 
one.” This also means that she feels 
connected to her staff and works hard 
to make sure they can prioritize their 
families; as a result, scheduling can 
be a puzzle. Transitioning to running 
only the retail part of the store will 

enable the two owners to manage it 

by themselves.
Sullivan also mentions that “The 

clincher was the fact that these 

food prices [are rising] at kind of 
alarming rates.” Running the café 
was becoming more and more 

expensive, especially with the kinds 
of ingredients they pride themselves 

on using: “Our first priority is to be 
able to offer people food that is made 

with very good ingredients (farm 

eggs, real butter) so that everything 

is not just tasty and good-looking but 
made with the best ingredients we 

could possibly offer.” She explains 
that “We’d have to bring up our 
prices quite high … it just didn’t feel 
right to me.”

For now, the shutting down of 

the café is permanent, but Sullivan 
says, “I’ve matured to the point 
where I never say ‘never’.” So, the 
café could potentially return one 
day; however, at this time, she is 
comfortable saying that it is gone for 

good.
Sullivan hopes to return to 

hosting workshops like they used 
to offer when the store first opened; 
previously, many activities including 

soap making, beeswax-wrap 
making, and bath-bomb crafting 
were offered. 

She says they also want to expand 
and start offering products in other 

venues as well. They currently have 
items at Fermes Valens and Quinn 

Farms, and they say they would love 

to have partnerships with other folks 
too. Sullivan also emphasizes that 
“Doing fundraisers for schools and 
organizations are important moving 

forward, along with community 

support.”

Callan Forrester

Local historian tells the tale of Anderson’s Corners

“I am not from the Valley,” says 
Sylvie Crevier, though she and her 
husband, Raymond, own a piece of 

its history in the house at Anderson’s 
Corners.

“I just fell in love with it the minute I 
stepped foot in it,” she says of her first 
visit to the house in Hinchinbrooke. 
“There was something special. I felt 
like I was home,” she adds. They 
moved in 2002, and so began a 20-

year odyssey to discover as much 

as possible about the history of 

Anderson’s Corners and the families 
that had previously called it home.

Crevier took a deep dive into local 
history, starting first with notarial 
deeds for the property, which she 

categorized backwards from her 
own. She says she learned a lot about 
land transfers, as well as details of 

a general store and a sawmill. But 
she craved a better understanding 

of what everyday life was like for 
the earliest residents. She says she 
began to read over 100 years of 
The Gleaner, page by page, and that 

while this helped, it didn’t satisfy 
what she was looking for.

Then, one summer day in 2014, 
a car rolled up the driveway and 

James Walter Anderson, the last of 
the Andersons to own the property, 

stepped out. He was hoping to 
show his family around his beloved 

old home. Crevier welcomed him 
in, and they talked throughout the 
afternoon. By the end of their visit, 
he had promised to send stories and 

photos if she would write about 

them. The idea for a book was born.
“I wanted to make sure the next 

owner knows what they have,” she 
says of the historical value of the 

property. She says that while it has 
taken a long time, things fell into 
place in such a way that is seemed 

the book needed to be written. She 
was able to benefit from a Ministry of 
Culture grant, and was supported by 

fellow members of the Chateauguay 

Valley Historical Society.
And now, two decades later, 

following the November 12 launch 
of her book telling the story of life 
at Anderson’s Corners, Crevier says 
she can finally turn the page.

Sarah Rennie

The Gleaner is a great place to share your happy news!The Gleaner is a great place to share your happy news!
•• birthdays birthdays

•• anniversaries anniversaries
•• birth announcements birth announcements

•• congratulations congratulations
•• thank you cards thank you cards

... and any other wishes you might like to see in print!... and any other wishes you might like to see in print!

Would you like to publish an announcement? Contact us today for more information and pricing! pub@the-gleaner.com or 844-450-5055 ext. 710

PHOTO Sarah Rennie

David Anderson and his wife Roberta, as well as his sister Donna, joined Sylvie Crevier at the 
Ormstown Golf Club on November 12 for the launch of her new book which details the history 
of Anderson’s Corners. The book was written in English in memory of their father, James 
Walter Anderson, who was the last member of the family to own the historic property in 
Hinchinbrooke. Roberta Roberts, a relative to the Andersons, was also present for the launch.
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Pre-arrangements

Owner: Ilse Laliberté

BENSON, Kathryn Louise (née Lang) 
1960-2022

Kathy “Klang” Lang Benson, 62, passed away 
Saturday, November 19th, 2022, in Minot, 
North Dakota after a courageous battle with 
cancer.
Kathy was born April 5th, 1960 in Montreal, 
Quebec, to Esther (Fisher) Lang and the late 
Donald Y. Lang (2020). She was the beloved 
wife of 35 years to Master Sgt. Dean Benson 
(ret.) of Wolford, North Dakota.  She was a 
dedicated daughter-in-law to the late Dick 
and late Babe Benson. She will be extremely 
missed as a devoted and loving eldest sister 
of Teresa and Judy. Extended family will 
remember Kathy as a special auntie, cool 
cousin, caring sister-in-law or “favourite” 
niece, and she will certainly be missed by 
everyone that knew her.
Kathy loved drama in high school, and 
inherited her love of music from her mother’s 
side of the family, playing piano, guitar, and 
her grandfather Fisher’s banjo. As a proud 
dual Canadian/U.S. citizen, she was often 
called upon to sing the Canadian national 
anthem at events in her county.
Her passion for sharing art was very evident 
through the countless hours she spent 
volunteering for the Cando Arts Council, 
setting up exhibits, starting up an after-school 
Art Club for students, and teaching art classes 
at the Hawk Museum. Kathy supported the 
American Cancer Society participating yearly 
as a member of the Relay for Life team.
Kathy was always a leader and mentor.  At 
15, during the 1975 International Women’s 
Year, Kathy was selected as a representative 
for Ormstown Girl Guides on a trip to the 
Northwest Territories. This was a highlight of 

Memorial Tribute

her life and very educational.
She developed a love of mechanics and 
“How-to” projects from her dad. Nicknamed 
“Charlie”, she had her first job at her father’s 
business, Dawn Farm Equipment. At 17, 
she impressed several farmers and Massey 
Ferguson office staff when she pulled in with 
the company truck and fifth wheel trailer to 
pick up some farm equipment, then single-
handedly managed to back in and load up 
perfectly.
After graduating from C.V.R. High School 
in Ormstown, Quebec, she studied Finance 
at St. Lawrence College, in Cornwall, 
Ontario, graduating in 1981. Kathy loved 
playing baseball in her college years, riding 
her motorcycle, and curling. After moving 
to Manitoba in 1986, Kathy and Dean were 
married on Canada Day 1987, making their 
home on his family ranch in North Dakota. 
The farm was remote, but new family and 
friends were close by, and her dogs, ducks, and 
hens kept her busy.  Kathy’s best buddy was 
Spirit, a black lab she adopted through a local 
Animal Rescue.  Klang and Spirit traveled 
thousands of miles in her camper van over the 
years visiting family and friends. 
Kathy loved her work and volunteering. 
She was business manager at Leeds school, 
did accounting for the State local office 
and nursing homes, and was a volunteer 
coordinator for the North Dakota National 
Guard Family Program. At her most recent 
job as the Towner County Veterans Service 
Officer she was not only appreciated and 
recognized for her dedication to veterans but 
also awarded special honours. Even though she 
resided in the U.S.A., Canada never left her. 
“True North Strong and Free” was her motto, 
and she loved listening to and watching CBC 
radio and TV, CFL games and The Red Green 
Show. She participated in get-togethers and 
events at the Canadian Legion and curling 
clubs, loved watching local bands and shows, 
and making maple syrup in the spring.  Her 
dedication to Veteran Affairs is also in Canada 
as she proudly lay the wreath in Hemmingford 
on Remembrance Day, in honour of her Great 
Uncle Edmund, Lost at Sea in WWII.
She looked forward to San Juan, Puerto 
Rico trips, with her husband Dean, and even 
wanted to retire there.
Our family would like to sincerely thank the 
kind and caring staff of Edgewood Manor, the 
Trinity Cancer Care Center, the dedication 
of her beloved husband Dean, and family and 
friends.
Kathy will always be remembered with a 
tremendous smile, a fun spirit, a love of life, an 
energetic personality, and to us she will remain 
the brightest shining star.

A celebration of life will be held in the 
Chateauguay Valley in 2023.

HAMILTON, John Gordon

It is with great sadness the family of John 
Gordon Hamilton, aged 94, of Guelph, 
Ontario, announces his peaceful passing, 
on November 19, 2022, at Guelph 
General Hospital. Beloved husband, for 
55 years, of Janet (Smollett) Hamilton, 
who predeceased him in 2014. Loving 
father of Edna, Susan, Jane (Brian), 
Bill (Flor), and Brenda (Gord). Proud 
grandfather of Daniel, Karl, Alexander, 
Dalton, Erik, Marian, Leah, Isabel, and 
Hamish.

Predeceased by his parents, John Daniel 
Hamilton and Helen Elsie (McWhinnie) 
Hamilton, of Ormstown, Quebec. Also 
predeceased by his older siblings, Gladys, 
Bruce, and Dalton. Gord is survived by his 
sisters-in-law Rhoda, Olive, and Judith, as 
well as nieces and nephews.

Gordie was hired by Northern Electric, in 
Montreal, two weeks after his eighteenth 
birthday, and did machine piece work for 
a few months before moving to wiring 
operations on telephone equipment. 
During this time Gordie heard about job 
openings in the installation department. 
Since this job involved travel, with paid 
living expenses, he applied. Gordie laid 
telephone cables, and installed equipment, 
in different places in Canada, including 
Churchill, Manitoba, before getting a 
desk job and becoming a quotations 
specialist, for the rest of his career. He 
retired from that same company, forty 
years later. After they’d both retired, Janet 
and Gord travelled all over the world on 
many wonderful vacations.

In his younger years, when he and his 
family lived in Ormstown, Gordie enjoyed 
hunting and fishing, in his spare time.

Janet and Gord were long time churchgoers 
and members of Duff ’s Presbyterian 
Church, in Puslinch, Ontario. They both 
made many friends there, over the years, 
and were greatly enriched and blessed to 
be a part of the Duff ’s church community.

A memorial service for Gord was held at 
Duff ’s Presbyterian Church, on Saturday, 
December 3rd. Interment will be held at a 
later date.

Memorial donations may be made to the 
Canadian Cancer Society in Gord’s name.

Obituary

KOCH, Gisele 1928-2022 
and 

GAESE, Gunther 1929-2022

With great sadness the family of Gisela 
and Gunther Gaese announce their passing 
on November 25. 2022 – Gisela (aged 
93) at the Barrie Memorial Hospital in 
Ormstown, Quebec; Gunther (aged 93) 
at Anna Laberge Hospital in Chateauguay, 
Quebec.

Theirs was a love story that spanned 
more than 70 years. Married on the 31st 
of August 1952, Gunther and Gisela 
moved from Montreal to settle into rural 
life in Hemmingford, Quebec; together 
they built a loving home and family, 
surrounded by a beautiful apple orchard, 
they and their children planted together 
one tree at a time.

Gunther would go onto a long and 
successful career of more than 30 years at 
Pratt and Whitney in Longueuil, Quebec. 
In early married life, Gisela held various 
positions both in Montreal and locally in 
Hemmingford; later she enjoyed being a 
full-time Mom and active in the community 
as a life long member of the Women’s 
Institute in Hemmingford. Without doubt, 
their greatest joy was their family, now with 
grand children and great grand children.

Predeceased by their dear son Raymond, 
survived by his former wife Debbie, and close 
family friend Donalyn, they leave behind, 
Gisela’s sister, Sonia, their beloved daughter 
Christina (Douglas), grandchildren 
Raymond (Katherine), Nicholas and Dax, 
great granddaugthers, Amelia and Audrey, 
loving nieces and nephews and lifelong 
friends and neighbors.

Our family is thankful that they lived such 
a long, full and happy life together with all 
of us. It is perhaps fitting that they passed on 
the same day - they were always inseparable. 
After her passing, we wondered if he would 
have the will to continue without her; on the 
very same day, just a few short hours later, he 
passed. Gunther and Gisela, may flights of 
angels sing you both to your eternal rest, and 
grant you peace and joy.

A brief gathering of family and friends will 
be held at :

Serre & Finnegan 
514 ave Champlain 

Hemmingford Quebec 
450-246-3988 / 1-800-263-3074 

www.serrefinnegan.com

Visits, on Saturday, December 17th from 
1:00 -3:00pm.; a short remembrance will 
follow.

Private internment will take place at a later 
date. In lieu of flowers, donations in their 
name to the Barrie Memorial Hospital 
would be sincerely appreciated by the family.

Obituary

Flowers, 
plants 

and gifts
131 rue Chateauguay, Huntingdon

December 4-10, 2022

December, as with November, has 
started off on the “warm” side. This 
has been particularly at night when the 

nighttime lows have been above the 

normal daytime highs, a trend that has 

been frequently observed throughout 
2022.

The average temperature for the 

past week was 1 degree Celsius, down 
a notch from the first few days when 
it was 2.2 C, yet still considerably 
above the normal for the month of 

December of -4.5 C. The forecast 

for the remainder of the month is 

slightly below normal temperatures 

but without any deep cold spells 

– nighttime lows in the mid-teens 

(below zero) will be as cold as it gets.
Total precipitation for the month 

so far is 23 millimetres of rain and a 

smattering of snow, which is about 

normal for this stage of the month. 
There’s the possibility of a snowstorm 
in mid-December; the different 

weather networks are duelling over 
how big it will be and whether this 

area gets rain, or snow, or both… 

so hopefully it will be white for 

the holiday period. The January 
forecast is for frequent snowfalls and 
temperatures wedged between -5 and 

-20 C throughout the month.
On that cheery note – Merry 

Christmas and looking forward to a 
great New Year!

Chateauguay Valley weather report by Peter Finlayson, Ormstown weatherman



Lever les barrières au 

logement abordable

Removing roadblocks to 
affordable housing

Les Habitations des Tisserandes 

EN BREF:

QUI SOMMES-NOUS ?  Les Habitations des 

Tisserandes est un organisme à but non lucratif 

offrant des logements à coût modique à ceux qui 

en ont besoin.

- L’immeuble actuel compte 27 logements : (des 

3½ des 4½, des 5 ½ et un 6½) qui sont habités 

par des personnes seules et des familles.

- Démarche pour une phase 2 en cours dans le but 

de d’offrir des logements abordables à tous.

IN BRIEF:

WHO ARE WE?  Les Habitations des Tisserandes is a 

non-profit organization offering low-cost housing to 
those who need it.

- The current building has 27 units: (3½, 4½, 5½  

and one 6½) which are occupied by  
single people and families.

- Phase 2 of the project is underway with the goal of 
providing affordable housing for all.

LES HABITATIONS DES TISSERANDES 
poursuivent leur mission de rendre le 
logement plus abordable dans la MRC du 
Haut-Saint-Laurent, et et de créer un modèle 
pour ce type de projet qui peut être utilisé 
ailleurs.
Avec 27 unités d’habitation déjà établies, la 
prochaine phase du travail de l’organisme 
consistera à développer du logements 
abordables, afin de permettre, entre autre, 
de protéger les loyers du marchés spéculatifs, 
d’attirer des nouveaux travailleurs pour les 
entreprises et les institutions de la région 
et de répondre à la demande du manque 
de logements. L’initiative sera réalisée avec 
l’aide des Éco-Batisseurs. “Il y a un manque 
de personnel partout”, explique Joanie 
Gravel, directrice générale des Habitations 
des Tisserandes, “nous devons avoir quelque 
chose à offrir” pour encourager les gens à 
rester dans la région et attirer de nouvelles 
personnes. 
Joanie Gravel affirme qu’à ce jour, 
l’organisation a bénéficié d’une merveilleuse 
collaboration de la part de la communauté 
et qu’elle a déjà commencé à contacter les 
personnes susceptibles de l’aider à franchir 
cette nouvelle étape importante. Elle a 
également commencé à s’adresser à ceux qui peuvent l’aider à franchir 
cette nouvelle étape importante. L’organisme a rencontré la députée de 
Salaberry-Suroît, Claude DeBellefeuille, et la députée de Huntingdon, Carole 
Mallette, et prévoit collaborer avec la MRC du Haut-Saint-Laurent en janvier 
2023 pour aider à diffuser l’information sur le projet. Dans le cadre de son 
expansion, l’organisme étudie actuellement la possibilité d’augmenter le 
nombre de logements abordables en acquierant des bâtiments existants 
ou en construisant de nouvelles unités, afin de permettre l’accès aux 
logements dans le contexte difficile du marché immobilier.
En plus des collaborations sur lesquelles l’organisme s’appuie, il a 
également reçu un don de 17 500 $ de l’initiative Au cœur de votre 
collectivité de Promutuel Assurance Vallée du Saint-Laurent. Cette 
initiative sert à promouvoir des projets mobilisateurs et collectifs qui 
contribuent au bien-être de sa communauté, comme celui-ci.
Les Habitations des Tisserandes ont en tête l’objectif d’offrir des logements 
abordables à tous ceux qui en ont besoin dans la région, un objectif qui 
profitera aux villes, aux services, aux commerces, mais surtout aux 
personnes qui pourront trouver un logement dans la MRC du Haut-
Saint-Laurent, une possibilité que plusieurs auraient pu croire hors de 
leur portée. 

(450) 957-8557 

joanieg.hdthsl@hotmail.com

Les Habitations des Tisserandes

LES HABITATIONS DES TISSERANDES 
is forging ahead in their mission to make 
housing more affordable in the MRC du 
Haut-Saint-Laurent, and creating a model 
for this kind of project that can be used 
further afield. 
With 27 housing units already established, 
the next phase of the organization’s work will 
focus on developing affordable housing, 
in order to, among other things, protect rent 
prices from speculative markets, draw new 
workers to the area so that they might work 
for local businesses and institutions, and to 
meet the demand of the housing shortage. 
This initiative will be carried out with the 
help of Les Éco-Batisseurs. “There is a lack 
of staff everywhere,” says Joanie Gravel, 
director general of Les Habitations des 
Tisserandes. She adds, “We need to have 
something to offer,” to encourage people 
to stay in the area as well as drawing new 
people in. 
Gravel says that to date, the organization 
has seen wonderful collaboration from the 
community, and has forged partnerships 
with other organizations such as the 
Association for the Defense of Social Rights 
(ADDS) in Huntingdon, the Community 

Development Corporation (CDC) and the Sud-Ouest division of the 
Technical Resources Group (GRT). They have also begun reaching out to 
those who can help them with this compelling next step. They have met 
with Salaberry-Suroît MP Claude DeBellefeuille and Carole Mallette, MNA 
for Huntingdon, and have plans to collaborate with the MRC du Haut-
Saint-Laurent to help spread information about the project in January of 
2023. As part of its expansion, the organization is currently exploring the 
possibility of increasing the number of affordable housing units through 
the acquisition of existing buildings or the construction of new units, in 
order to provide access to housing in the current difficult housing market. 
In addition to the collaborations the organization is building on, it also 
received a donation of $17,500 from Promutuel Insurance Vallée du 
Saint-Laurent’s Au cœur de votre collectivité initiative. The initiative 
serves to promote mobilizing and collective projects that contribute to 
the well-being of its community, like this one.
Les Habitations des Tisserandes has its goal of affordable housing for all 
who need it in the area firmly in mind, a goal that will benefit the towns, 
the services, and the businesses, and most of all, the people who will be 
able to find a home in the MRC du Haut-Saint-Laurent – a possibility 
that many might have thought was out of their reach. 
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Que puis-je faire pour aider ce projet ?

- Faites connaître l’organisation et l’initiative.

- Partagez vos idées et vos suggestions avec Les 

Habitations des Tisserandes.

- Si vous ou l’une de vos connaissances avez un 

bâtiment résidentiel à vendre, pensez à contacter 

l’organisation, car elle cherche à augmenter le 

nombre de logements disponibles.

- Les organisations locales ou les entreprises qui 

souhaitent apporter leur aide pourront devenir 

partenaires du projet.

What can I do to help with this project?

- Share your ideas and suggestions with Les 

Habitations des Tisserandes

- If you or someone you know has a residential 

building for sale, please consider contacting the 

organization, as they are looking to increase the 

number of dwellings available

- Local organizations of businesses that would 

like to help may become partners in the project


